Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 


Hki^ 'ja - 


Vct. 


M-isc.TL ii, 21 


TBI 


I 


TRAGEDIES 


or 


EUEIPIDES. 


UTERALLT TRANSLATED OR RETI8ED. 

WITH CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES, 

BT 

THEODORE ALOIS BUCKLEY, 

OF CHRIST CHURCH. 


VOL, I. 

HECUBA, ORESTES, PHCENISS^, MEDEA, HIPPOLYTUS, ALCESTI8, 
BACCH«, HE|IACLID^, IPHIGENIA IN AULIDE, 
AND IPHIGENIA IN TAURIS. 


LONDON : 
HENRY G. BOHN, YORK STREET, COVENT GARDEN. 

MDCCCLVIII. 


/ 



PREFACE. 


The translations of the first six plays in the present 
Yolume were published at Oxford some years since^ and 
have been frequently reprinted. They are now care- 
fully revised accordiQg to Dindorf s text^ and are accom- 
panied by a few additional notes adapted to the require- 
ments of the student. i 

\ 

The translations of the Bacchse^ Heraclidae^ and the 
two Iphigenias^ are based upon the same text^ with cer- 
tain exceptions^ which are pointed out at the foot of the 
page. The annotations on the Iphigenias are almost 
exclusively critical^ as it is presumed that a student who 
proceeds to the reading of these somewhat difficult 
plays,* will be sufficiently advanced in his acquaintance 
with tlie Greek drama to dispense with more elementary 
information. 

A second volume (which is in preparation) will com- 
prise the remaining plays. 

T. A. BUCKLEY, 

GH. CH., OXFORD. 

* The reader will obtain tome notion of the difflcnltles alluded to, and the beat mod« 
of grappling with them, by consulting thti recent Cambridge edition, published with 
English notes, (Iph. in Aulide, 1840, in Tauris, 1846,) perfonnanoes of great critical 
acumen, attributed to the present Bishop of Gloucester. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


EuBiFiDBSy son of Mnesarchus, was bom in the island of 
SalamiSy on the day of the celebrated victory (b. c. 480). His 
mother, Clito, had been sent thither in company with the 
other Athenian women, when Attica was given up, and the 
ships became at once the refuge of the male population, 
and the national defence. Mr. Donaldson^ well remarks, 
that the patronymic form of his name, derived from the 
Euripus, which was the scene of the first successful resist- 
ance offered to the Persian navy, shows that the attention 
of his parents was fully excited by the stirring events of the 
time. 

Notwithstanding the fact that his mother had been a herb- 
seller, it is probable that his father was a man of some family. 
That he was at least possessed of ample means, is evident 
from the care and expense bestowed upon our poet's education. 
Under the tutorship of Anaxagoras, Prodicus, and Protagoras, 
he had studied both natural philosophy and rhetoric in its 
sophistical form. In gymnastic exercises he exhibited a suc- 
cessful prowess, being twice victorious in the Eleusinian and 
Thesean games. Of his skill in painting, some specimens 
were preserved at Megara. 

His appearance as a dramatist was at an earlier age than 
that of his predecessors, as he was only five and twenty years 

* See Theatre of the Greeks, p. 92 sqq. 
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old when he produced the " Peliades," his first tragedy. On 
this occasion, he gained the third prize in the tragic contests, 
but the first, fourteen years after, and subsequently, with 
the " Hippolytus,'* in 428 b. c. The peculiar tendency of 
some of the ideas expressed in his plays, was the probable 
cause of the retirement of Euripides to Macedonia, where he 
obtained the friendship of king Archelaas. Perhaps, how- 
ever, the unhappiness of his connubial state, arising from the 
infidelity of his two wives, might have rendered Athens a dis- 
agreeable place of abode for the woman-hating poet, especially 
when his ''domestic bliss" was continually seasoned by the 
sarcastic jokes and allusions of his political enemy, Aristo- 
phanes. Moreover, his acquaintance with the talking philo- 
sopher, Socrates, must have been unfavourable to the con- 
tinuance of his popularity. 

The fate of Pentheus in om: author's noble play, the 
''Bacchse," appears to have given origin to the tradition that 
he himself was torn to pieces by dogs. If we reflect that this 
play was probably the last of his works, the mistake seems a 
plausible one. The death of Euripides, which probably hap- 
pened in the ordinary course of nature, has, like that of 
^schylus, been associated with the marvellous. 

The Athenians vainly craved the honour of giving a rest- 
ing-place to the ashea of their philosopher-poet. He was 
buried at Pella, but a cenotaph at Athens showed that his 
countrymen had not forgotten Euripides. His death took 
place B. 0. 406. 

The inferiority of our author to the greater tragedians, 
prevents our feeling much desire to enter upon the respective 
merits and demerits of his several plays, especially as we are 
completely anticipated by Schlegel, with whose masterly 
analysis every reader ought to be acquainted. Nevertheless^ 
a few general remarks may, perhaps, be not wholly unprofit- 
able. 

It has been truly remarked, that tragedy, in no small de« 
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gree, owed its downfal to Euripides. Poetrj was gradually 
superseded hy rhetoric, sublimity by earnestness, pathos by 
reasoning. Thus, Iphigenia and Macaria give so many good 
reasons for dying, that the sacrifice appears very small, and a 
modem wag in the upper regions of the theatre would, at the 
end of the speech of the latter heroine, almost have exclaimed, 
"Then why don't you die?" 

It has been said, that our poet drew the characters of life 
as he found them, but bad as his characters lire, they exhibit 
only a vulgar wickedness. Unable to pourtray a ClytsBmnestra, 
he revels in the continual paltriness of a Menelaus or Ulysses. 
As if he took a delight in the black side of humanity, he loves 
to show the strength of false reasoning, of sophistry anta- 
gonistic to truth, and of cold expediency in opposition to the 
natural feelings of humanity. From a similar reason, his 
occasional attempts at comedy degenerate into mere farce. 
We question whether the scene between Death and Apollo in 
the " Alcestis," could be surpassed in vulgarity, even by the 
modem school of English dramatists, while his exaggera- 
tions in the minor characters are scarcely to be surpassed by 
the lowest writer of any period. 

Under Euripides, the stage began gradually to approximate 
more closely to the ordinary and, at that time, debased cha- 
racter of Athenian society. A contempt for the Lacedae- 
monians, a passionate taste for the babbling and trickery of 
the forum, and an attempt to depreciate the social position 
and influence of the weaker sex, form the most unamiable 
features of this change. Yet we must allow, that if Euri- 
pides has revelled in the amiabilities of a Melanippe or a 
Phiedra, in the gentle revenge of a Medea or Hecuba, he has 
at the same time given us an Alcestis, the only real example 
of genuine conjugal affection on the Greek stage. 

Nor must we forget that Euripides is a greater admirer of 
nature, a more complete delineator of her workings, than the 
two greater tragedians. He has more of illustrative philoso- 
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pfaj, more of regard to the objects of the animated creation, 
the system, of the universe, than his greater rivals exhibit. 
He is, as Yitruvius has justlj styled him, a '' stage-philoso- 
pher." Did we possess a larger acquaintance with the works 
of Farmenides, Empedocles, and other early cosmogonists, we 
should perhaps think less of his merits on this head : as it is, 
the possession of some such fragments of our poet makes us 
deeply regret the loss of the plays themselves. 

But his very love for the contemplation of nature has in 
no small degree contributed to the mischievous scepticism 
promulgated by our poet. In earlier times, when a rural 
theogony was the standard of belief, when each star had its 
deity, each deity its undisputed, unquestioned prerogative and 
worship, there was little inclination, less opportunity, for 
scepticism. Throughout the poetry of Hesiod, we find this 
feeling ever predominant, a feeling which Virgil and TibuUus 
well knew how to appreciate. Even Euripides himself, per- 
haps taught by some dangerous lessons at home, has expressed 
his belief that it is best *^not to be too clever in matters 
regarding the Gods.'** A calm retreat in the wild, pic- 
turesque tracts of Macedonia, might have had some share in 
reforming this spoiled pupil of the sophists. But as we find 
that the too careful contemplation of nature degenerates into 
superstition or rationalism in their various forms, so Euripides 
had imbibed the taste for saying startling things,^ rather than 
wise ; for reducing the principles of creation to materialism, 
the doctrines of right and wrong to expediency, and im- 
mutable truths to a popular system of question and answer. 
Like the generality of sophists, he took away a received truth, 
and left nothing to supply its place ; he reasoned falsehood into 
probability, truth into nonentity. 

At a period when the Prodico-Socratic style of disputing 

' Bacch. 200. This play was written daring his sojourn with At- 
chelaus. 

* ToiovTOvl Ti irapaKtKivdtvfikvov, Aiistoph. Ran. 99. 
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was in high fashion, the popularity of Euripides must have 
been excessive. His familiar appeals to the trifling matters 
of ordinary life, his characters all 'philosophizing, from the 
prince to the dry-nurse, his excellent reasons for doing right 
or wrong, as the case might be, must have been inestimably 
delightful to the accommodating morals of the Athenians. 
The court of Charles the Second could hardly have derived 
more pleasure from the writings of a Behn or a Hamilton, 
than these unworthy descendants of Codrus must have expe- 
rienced in hearing a bad cause so cleverly defended. Whe- 
ther the orators and dikasts followed the example of the stage 
in those days, can scarcely be ascertained, but it is more than 
certain that they practically illustrated its principles. At 
least, the Sicilians were so fond of our author, that a few of 
the unfortunate survivors of the Syracusan disaster, were en- 
abled to pick up a living by quoting such passages of oar 
author as they had learnt by heart. A compliment paid to 
few living dramatists in our days ! 

In dramatic conduct, Euripides is at an even greater dis- 
advantage with ^schylus and Sophocles. The best charac- 
ters of the piece are often the least employed, as in the instance 
of Macaria in the ^' Heraclidae,'' while the play is dwindled 
away with dull, heavy dirges, and the complaints of senile 
childishness. The chorus, as Aristotle^ has remarked, is 
most unfortunately independent of the plot, although the 
f nest poetry is generally to be found in the lyric portions of 
our author's plays. In fact, Euripides rather wanted man- 
agement in employing his resources, than the resources them- 
selves. An ear well attuned to the harmony of verse, a 
delicate perception of the graceful points of language, and a 
finished sabtilty in touching the more minute feelings and 
impulses of the mind, were all thrown away either upon bad 
subjects or worse principles. There is no true tragedy in 
Euripides. He is a melodramatist, but not according to the 

* Poet. § xviii. 
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modern acceptation. His plays might end either happilj or 
the reverse. A deity conveniently brought in, the arrival of 
a messenger, however anexpectedly, together with a liberal 
allowance for a cowardly revenge upon the vanquished — these 
are the Euripidean elements for giving a tragic end to a play. 
Nay, so great is the prodigality of slaughter throughout his 
dramas, that we can but imagine morbid cruelty to have 
formed a considerable ingredient in the disposition of Euri- 
pides. Even his pathos is somewhat tinctured with this 
taste for painful images. As we have beheld in our own 
times a barbarian alternately glut his sight with executions, 
and then shed floods of tears, and sink into idiot despondency ; 
so the poetry of Euripides in turn disgusts us with outrageous 
cruelty, and depresses us with the most painful demands upon 
our compassion. 

In the lyric portions of his dramas, our poet has been far 
more successful. The description of the capture of Troy by 
night,^ is a splendid specimen of animation blended with true 
pathos. But taken as a whole, Euripides is a most unequal 
author. We may commence a play with pleasure, (but O for 
the prologues!) we may proceed with satisfaction, but the 
feeling rarely lasts to the end. 'If I may venture an opinion 
upon so uncertain a subject, I should name the Hippolytus, 
Ion, Troades, Bacchae, and Iphigenia in Aulis as his best 
plays, placing the Phoenissaa, Alcestis, Medea, Hecuba, and 
Orestes in a lower rank. The Helena is an amusing heap of 
absurdities, and reads much better in the burlesque of Aris-> 
tophanes ; the Electra is utterly beneath criticism ; the Cyclops 
a weak, but humorous imitation of Homer. The other plays 
appear to be neither bad nor good. 

The style of Euripides is, generally speaking, easy ; and I 
can mention no author from whom a taste for elegant Greek 
and a facility in composition can more easily be derived. 
Some of his plays have suffered severely from the ravages of 

> Hec. 905 sqq. 
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time, the ignorance of copyists, and the more dangerous 
officiousness of grammarians. Some passages of the Bacchao, 
Rhesus, Troades, and the two Iphigenias, despite the inge- 
nuity and erudition of such scholars as Porson, Elmsley, 
Monk, Burges, and a host of others, must still remain mere 
matter for guessing. Hermann's Euripides is, as a whole, 
sadly unworthy the abilities of the Humboldt of Greek 
literature. 

The present volume contains the most popular of our 
author's works, according to present usage. But the spirit 
which is gradually infusing itself into the minds of those 
who are most actively engaged in the educational system of 
England, fully warrants a hope that Person's "four plays" 
will shortly cease to be the boundaries of the student's ac- 
quaintance with Euripides. 

I need scarcely observe, that the study of Aristophanes is 
indissolubly connected with that of our author. If the reader 
discover the painful fact that the burlesque writer is greater 
than the tragedian, he will perhaps also recollect that such a 
literary relation is, unfortunately, by no means confined to the 
days of Aristophanes. 
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PEESONS EEPRESENTED. 

GHCM3T OF POLYDORE. 

HECUBA. 

CHORUS OF FEMALE CAPTIVES. 

POLYXENA. 

ULYSSES. 

TALTHYBIUS. 

FEMALE ATTENDANT. 

AGAMEMNON. 

POLYMESTOR AND HIS CHILDREN. 


The Scene lies before the Grecian terUs, on the cocut of the Thraeian. 

Cheraoneae. 


THE AEGUMENT. 


After the capture of Troy, the Greeks put into the Chersonese over 
against Troas. But Achilles, having appeared by night, demanded one 
of the daughters of Priam to be slain. The Greeks therefore, in honour 
to their hero, tore Polyzena from Hecuba, and offered her up in sacrifice. 
Polymestor moreover, the king of the Thracians, murdered Polydore, a 
son of Priam's. Now Polymestor had received him from the hands of 
Priam, as a charge to take care of, together with some money. But when 
the city was taken, wishing to seize upon his wealth, he determined to 
despatch him, and disregarded the ill-fiited friendship that subsisted be- 
tween them ; but hid body being cast out into the sea, the wave threw 
him up on the shore before the tents of the captive women. Hecuba, 
on seeing the corse, recognised it ; and having imparted her design to 
Agamenmon, sent for Polymestor to come to her with his sons, conceal- 
ing what had happened, under pretence that she might discover to him 
some treasures hidden in Ilium. But on his arrival she slew his sons, 
-and put out his eyes; but pleading her cause before the Greeks, she 
gained it over her accuser (Polymestor). For it was decided that she 
did not begin the cruelty, but only avenged herself on him who did 
begin it. 


HECUBA. 


Ghost op Poltdore. 

I AM present, having left the secret dwellings of the dead and 
the gates of darkness, where Pluto has his abode apart from 
the other Gods, Polydore the son of Hecuba the daughter of 
Cisseus^, and Priam my sire, who when the danger of falling 
.by the spear- of Greece was threatening the city of the 
Phrygians, in fear, privately sent me from the Trojan land to 
the house of Polymestor, his Thracian friend, who cultivates 
the most fruitful soil of the Chersonese, ruling a warlike peo- 
ple with his spear'*. But my father sends privately with me 
a large quantity of gold, in order that, if at any time the 
waUs of Troy should fall, there might not be a lack of suste- 
nance for his surviving children. But I was the youngest of 
the sons of Priam ; on which account also he sent me pri- 
vately from the land, for I was able neither to bear arms nor 
the spear with my youthful arm. As long then indeed as the 
landmarks of the country remained erect, and the towers of 
Troy were unshaken, and Hector my brother prevailed with 
his spear, I miserable increased vigorously as some young 
branch, by the nurture I received at the hands of the Thra- 
cian, my father's friend. But after that both Troy and the 
life of Hector were put an end to, and my father's man- 

* Homer makes Dymas, not Cisseus, the father of Hecuba. Virgil 
however follows £uripides, the rest of the Latin poets Virgil. 

' In the martial time of antiquity the spear was reverenced as some- 
thing divine, and signified the chief command in arms, it was also the 
insigne of the highest civil authority: in this sense Euripides in other 
places uses the word $6pv. See Hippol. 988. 
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sions razed to the ground, and himself falls at the altar built 
by the God, slain by the blood-polluted son of Achilles, the 
friend of my father slays me, wretched man, for the sake of 
my gold, and having slain me threw me into the surf of the 
sea, that he might possess the gold himself in his palace. 
But I am exposed on the shore, at another time on the ocean's 
surge, borne about by many ebbings and flowings of the 
waves, unwept, unburied ; but at present I am hastening on 
my dear mother's account, having left my body, borne aloft 
this day already the third ^, for so long has- my wretched 
mother been present in this territory of the Chersonese from 
Troy. But all the Grecians, holding their ships at anchor, are 
sitting quiet on the shores of this land of Thrace. For 
Achilles the son of Peleus, appearing above his tomb, stayed 
all the army of the Grecians as they were directing homeward 
their sea-dipt oars ; and asks to receive my sister Polyxena as 
a dear victim, and a tribute of honour to his tomb. And this 
he will obtain, nor will he be without this gift from his 
friends ; and fate this day leads forth my sister, to death. But 
my mother will see the two corses of her two children, both 
mine and the unhappy virgin's ; for I shall appear on a 
breaker before the feet of a female slave, that I wretched may 
obtain sepulture ; for I have successfully entreated those who 
have power beneath to find a tomb, and to fall into my mo- 
ther's hands. As much then as I wish to have, shall be mine ; 
but I will withdraw myself out of the way of the aged 
Hecuba^ for she. is advancing her step beyond the tent of 
Agamemnon, dreading my phantom. Alas ! O my mother, 
who, from kingly palaces, hast beheld the day of slavery, how 
unfortunate art thou now, in the degree that thou wert once 
fortunate ! but some one of the Gods counterpoising your 
state, destroys you on account of your ancient prosperity. 

Hecuba. Chorus. 

Hec. Lead onward, ye Trojan dames, the old woman be- 
fore the tent ; lead onward, raising up one now your fellow 
slave, but once your queen ; take me, bear me, conduct me, 
support my body, holding my aged hand ; and I, leaning on 

» TpiToIov properly signifies tridttantia : here it is used for rplrov, the 
cardinal number for the ordinal. So also Hippol, 275. 

Ilctfc d* oi/f Tptratav y* qSkt* aaiToc rifiipaif ; 
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the ben^ng staff of my hand^ will hasten to put forward the 
slow motion of my joints. O lightning of Jove I O thou 
gloomy night ! why, I pray, am I thus disquieted in the night 
with terrors, with phantoms ? O thou Tenerable Earth, the 
mother of black- winged dreams, I renounce the nightly vision, 
which regarding my scm who is preserved in Thrace, and re- 
garding Folyxena my dear daughter, in my dreams have I 
beheld, a fearful sight, I have learnt, I have understood. 
Gods of this land, preserve my son, who, my only son, and, [as 
it were,] the anchor of my house, inhabits the snowy Thrace 
under the protection of his father's friend. Some strange 
event will take place, some strain will come mournful to the 
mournful. Never did my mind so incessantly shudder and 
tremble. Where, I pray, ye Trojan dames, can I behold the 
divine spirit of Helenus, or Cassandra, that they may inter- 
pret my dreams ? For I beheld a dappled hind torn by the 
blood-stained fang of the wolf, forcibly dragged from my bo- 
som, a miserable sight. And dreadful this vision also ; the 
spectre of Achilles came above the summit of his tomb, and 
demanded as a tribute of honour one of the wretched Trojan 
women. From my daughter then, £rom my daughter avert 
this fate, ye Gods, I implore you. 

Chob. Hecuba, with haste to thee I flew, leaving the tents 
of our lords, where I was allotted and ordained a slave, driven 
from the city of Troy, led captive of the Greeks by the point 
of the spear, not to alleviate aught of your sufferings, but 
bringing a heavy weight of tidings, and to thee, O lady, a 
herald of woe. For it is said that it has been decreed in the 
full council of the Greeks to make thy daughter a sacrifice to 
Achilles: for you know how that having ascended o'er his 
tomb, he appeared in his golden arms and restrained the fleet 
ships, as they were setting their sails with their halliards, ex- 
claiming in these words ; " Where speed ye, Grecians, leav- 
ing my tomb unhonoured I " Then the waves of great conten- 
tion ckshed together, and a divided opinion went forth through 

* Most interpreters render this, leaning an the crooked staff ioith fny 
hand. Nor hais Beck altered it in his Latin version, though he tran- 
scribed Musgrare's note. " ffKo\»co, vKifitrtom'^ {for which Poraon directs 
artciirwvtf) Scipiones in unlTersum recti sunt, non cunri. Loquitur igitur 
non de vero scipione, sed metaphorice de brachio, quod anciliis innitens, 
scipionis usum prcestabat ; quodque, ob cubiti flexuram, vkoXiov vKtfx'o^uva 
vocat." 
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the army of the Greeks ; to some it appeared advisable to 
give a victim to his tomb, and to others it appeared not But 
Agamemnon was studious to advance your good, cherishing 
the love of the infuriated prophetess. But the two sons of 
Theseus, scions of Athens, were the proposers of different 
arguments, but in this one opinion they coincided, to crown 
the tomb of Achilles with fresh blood; and declared they 
would never prefer the bed of Cassandra before the spear of 
Achilles. And the strength of the arguments urged on either 
side was in a manner equal, till that subtle adviser, that bab- 
bling knave ^ honied in speech, pleasing to the populace, that 
son of Laertes, persuades the army, not to reject the suit of 
the noblest of all the Greeks on account of a captive victim, 
and not to put it in the power of any of the dead standing 
near Proserpine to say that the Grecians departed from the 
plains of Troy ungrateful to the heroes who died for the state 
of Greece. And Ulysses will come only not now, to tear 
your child from your bosom, and to take her from your aged 
arms. But go to the temples, speed to the altars, sit a sup- 
pliant at the knees of Agamemnon, invoke the Gods, both 
those of heaven, and those under the earth ; for either thy 
prayers will prevent thy being deprived of thy wretehed 
daughter, or thou must behold the virgin falling before the 
tomb, dyed in blood gushing forth in a dark stream from her 
neck adorned with gold®. 

Hec. Alas ! wretched me ! what shall I exclaim ? what 
shriek shall I utter ? what lamentation ? miserable tlirough 
miserable age, and slavery not to be endured, insupportable. 
Alas ! who is there to defend me ? what offspring, what city ! 
The old man is gone. My children are gone. Whither shall 
I turn me ? and whither shall I go ? Where is any god or 
deity to succour me ? O Trojan dames, bearers of evil tidings, 
bearers of woe, you have destroyed me utterly, you have de- 
stroyed me. Life in the light is no more desirable ! O 
wretched foot, lead, lead an aged woman to this tent ! O 

* that babbling knave.] Tzetzes on Lycophron, line 763. kottk, 6 
pnrwpt Kal ifiirsipoiy 6 i/vd iroXXtov irpayfidTtey KiKOfXfiivw. In the Index 
to Lycophron koitis is translated acurra, 

' Amongst the ancients it was the custom for virgins to have a great 
quantity of golden ornaments about them, to which Homer alludes, II. 
B. 872. . 

'^0« Kal \pv<r6y ix*^^ iroXtfiovd* Uv ^6t6 Kovpri, FOHSON. 
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child, daughter of the most afflicted mother, come forth, come 
forth from the tent, hear thy mother's voice, that thou mayest 
know what a report I hear that concerns thy life. 

Hecuba, Poltxena, Chorus. 

PoLTX. O mother, why dost thou call ! proclaiming what 
new afflictiop hast thou frighted me from the tent, as some 
bird from its nest, with this alarm ? 

Heo. Alas ! my child ! 

PoLTx. Why address me in words of ill omen ? This is an 
evil prelude. 

Hec. Alas ! for thy life. 

PoLTX. Speak, conceal it not longer from me. I fear, I 
fear, my mother ; why I pray dost thou groan ? 

Hec. O child, child of an unhappy mother ! 

PoLTX. Why sayest thou this ? 

Hec. My child, the common decree of the Greeks unites 
to slay thee at the tomb of the son of Peleus. 

PoLYX. Alas, my mother ! how are you relating unenviable 
ills ? Tell me, tell me, my mother. 

Hec. I declare, my child, the ill-omened report, they bring 
word that a decree has passed by the vote of the Greeks 
regarding thy life. 

PoLTX. O thou that hast borne affliction ! O thou wretched 
on every side ! O mother unhappy in your life, what most 
hated and most unutterable calamity has some destiny again 
sent against thee I This child is no longer thine ; no longer 
indeed shall I miserable share slavery with miserable age. 
For as a mountain whelp or heifer shalt thou wretched behold 
me wretched torn from thine arms, and sent down beneath 
the darkness of the earth a victim to Pluto, where I shall lie 
bound in misery with the dead. But it is for thee indeed, 
my afflicted mother, that I lament in these mournful strains, 
but for njy life, my wrongs, my fate, I mourn not ; but death, 
a better lot, has befallen me. 

C^B. But see Ulysses advances with hasty step, to declare 
to thee> Secuba, some new determination. 

Ulysses, Hecuba, Poltxena, Chobus. 

Ultss. Lady, I imagine that you are acquainted with the 
decree of the army, and the vote which has prevailed ; never- 
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tbeless, I will declare it It has been decreed by the Greeks 
to offer on the loftj mound of Achilles' tomb thy daughter 
Polyxena. Bat they order me to conduct and convey the 
damsel ; but the son of Achilles is appointed to be the priest^ 
and to preside over the rit^. Do you know then what to do ? 
Be not dragged away by violence, nor enter into a contest of 
strength with me, but acknowledge superior force and the 
presence of thy ills; it is wise to have proper sentiments 
even in adversity. 

Hec. Alas ! alas ! the great trial is at hand, as it seems, 
of lamentations full, nor without tears ; for I have not died 
in the state in which I ought to have died, nor hath Jove 
destroyed me, but preserves me, that I wretched may behold 
other misfortunes greater than [past] misfortunes. But if 
it be allowed slaves to put questions to the free, not offensive 
nor grating to the feelings, it will be your part to be ques- 
tioned, and ours who are asking to attend. 

Ulyss. You have permission, ask freely, I grudge not 
the time. 

Hec. Dost thou remember when thou camest a spy on 
Troy, disfigured by a vile dress, and from thine eyes drops 
caused by the fear of death bedewed thy beard ? 

Ulyss. I remember well ; for it made no slight impressioH 
on my heart. 

Hec. But Helen knew thee, and told me alone. 

Ulyss. I remember the great danger I encountered. 

Hec. And didst thou embrace my knees in thy humility ? 

Ulyss. So that my hand was numbered^ through fear on 
thy garments. 

Hec. What then didst thou say, being then my slave ? 

Ulyss. Many ai^uments that I invented to save me from 
death. 

Hec. Did I preserve thee then, and conduct thee safe fnmi 
the land ? 

Ulyss. Yes, so that I now behold the light of the sizn. 

Hec. Art thou not then convicted of baseness by this ecupduct, 
who hast received benefits from me such as thou acknowledges! 
thou hast, and doest us no good in return, but evil, as far as 
in thee lies ? Thankless is your race, as many of you as court 

7 This is the on]y sense that can he made of iv%a»ti¥^ and this sense 
seems strained : Brunck proposes kvraKnita%^ for ivQaantv yc. See Note A. 
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honour from orator j before the populace ; be ye not known to 
me, who care not to injure your friends, provided you say 
what is gratifying to the people. But plotting wliat dark 
design have they determined upon a decree of death against 
my child ? Did fate impel them to offer human sacrifices at 
the tomb, where it were rather right to sacrifice cattle ? Or 
does Achilles, desirous of devoting in his turn to death those 
that wrought his death, with a colour of justice meditate her 
destruction ? But she has done him no ill : he should demand 
Helen as a sacrifice on his tomb ; for she destroyed him, and 
brought him to Troy. But if some captive selected fVom the 
rest^ and excelling in beauty, ought to die, this is not ours. 
For the daughter of Tyndarus is most pre-eminent in beauty, 
and has been found to be no less injurious than us. On the 
score of justice then I urge this argument ; but with respect 
to what you ought to repay at my demand, hear : thou hast 
touched my hand, as thou ownest, and this aged cheek also, 
Mlihg at my knees. Thy hand and knees I in return grasp, 
and re-demand the favour I granted you then, and beseech 
yon, do not tear my child from my arms, nor kill her ; enough 
have died already. In her I rejoice, and forget my misfor- 
tunes; she serves as my consolation in the stead of many 
things, she is my city, my nurse, my staff, the guide of my 
way. It becomes not those who have power to exercise their 
power in things wherein they ought not, nor should the fortu- 
nate imagine their fortune will last for ever. For I too have 
had my time of prosperity, but now have I ceased to be: one 
day wrenched from me all my happiness. But by thy beard 
which I supplicate, reverence me, pity me ; go to the Grecian 
army, and remind them that it is a shameful thing to slay 
women whom ye have once spared, and that too dragging 
them from the altar. But shew mercy. But the laws of 
blood among you are laid down alike for the free and the slave. 
But your worth will carry with it persuasion, although your 
arguments be bad ; for the same words from those of little 
character, have not the same force as when they proceed from 
those of high reputation. 

Chob. There is no nature of man so obdurate, which on 
hearing thy groans, and thy long plaints of misery, would not 
let fall the tear. 

Ultss. Hecuba, be advised, nor through passion deem him 
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thine enemy who gives thee good advice. I indeed am ready 
to preserve thy person through the, means of which I was 
fortunate ; and I say no other. But what I declared before all 
I will not deny, that, Troy being captured, we should give thy 
daughter as a victim to the noblest man of the army, who 
demands her ; for in this many cities fail, when any man who 
is brave and zealous receives no more honour than those who 
are less valiant. But Achilles, O lady, is worthy of honour 
from us, a man who died most gloriously in behalf of the 
Grecian country. Were not then this disgraceful, if when 
living we treat him as a friend, but after he is gone we no 
longer treat him so ? Well ! what then will any one say, if 
there again should be an assembling of the army, and a con- 
test with the enemy : " Shall we fight or preserve our lives, 
seeing that he who falls lies unhonoured?" But for me at 
least, living from day to day, although I have but little, that 
little is sufficient ; but I would wish that my monument should 
be beheld crowned with honour, for the gratification is for a 
long time. But if thou sayest thou sufferest affliction, hear 
this in return from me. There are with us aged matrons, 
and hoary sires, not less wretched that thou art, and brides 
bereft of the noblest husbands, whose ashes this land of Troy 
conceals. Endure this. But we, if we injudiciously deter- 
mine to honour the brave man, shall incur the charge of folly. 
But you barbarians neither consider your friends as Mends, 
nor do you hold up to admiration those who have died hon- 
ourably ; thus shall Greece be prosperous, but you shall ex- 
perience fortune corresponding to your counsels. 

Chor. Alas! alas! nowwretchedisthestateof slavery, and 
to endure indignities compelled by superior force ! (Note B.) 

Hec. O daughter, my words respecting thy death are 
vanished in the air, sent forth in vain ; but thou, if thou hast 
greater powers [of persuasion] than thy mother, use all thy 
influence, uttering every note as the throat of the nightingale, 
that thou mayest not be deprived of life. But fall before the 
knees of Ulysses in all the eloquence of grief, and persuade 
him ; thou hast a pretext, for he also hath children ; so that 
he may be inclined to pity thy fortune. 

PoLTX. I see, Ulysses, that thou art hiding thy hand be- 
neath thy robe, and tumest thy face away, that I may not 
touch thy beard. Be not afraid ; thou hast avoided my sup- 
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pliant Jove ; for I will follow thee both on account of fate, and 
even wishing to die ; but if I were not willing, I should ap- 
pear base, and too fond of life. For wherefore should I live, 
whose father was monarch of all the Trojans ; this my dawn of 
life. Then was I nurtured under fair hope, a bride for princes, 
having no small competition for my hand, to whose palace 
and hearth I should come. But I, wretched now, was mistress 
among the Trojan women, and conspicuous in the train of 
virgins, equal to goddesses, death only excepted. But now I 
am a slave ; first of all the very name, not being familiar, 
persuades me to love death. Then perhaps I might meet 
with masters cruel in disposition, who will buy me for silver, 
the sister both of Hector and many other [heroes.] And im- 
posing the task of making bread in his palace, will compel me, 
passing the day in misery, both to sweep the house, and stand 
at the loom. And some slave somewhere purchased will de- 
file my bed, before wooed by princes. This never shall be. 
I will quit this light from mine eyes free, offering my Jpdy to 
Pluto. Lead on then, Ulysses, conduct me to death; for I 
see neither confidence of hope, nor of expectation, present to 
me that I can ever enjoy good fortune. But do thou, my 
mother, in no wise hinder me by your words or by your ac- 
tions ; but assent to my death before I meet with indignities 
unsuited to my rank. For one who has not been accustomed 
to taste misfortunes bears indeed, but grieves, to put his neck 
under the yoke. But he would be far more blessed in death than 
in life ; for to live otherwise than honourably is a great burthen. 

Chob. It is a great and distinguishing feature among men 
to be bom of generous parents, and the name of nobility of 
birth among the illustrious, proceeds from great to greater still. 

H£C. You have spoken honourably, my daughter, but in 
that honourable dwells grief. But if the son of Peleus must 
be gratified, and you must escape blame, Ulysses, kill not her ; 
but leading me to the pyre of Achilles, strike me, spare me 
not ; I brought forth Paris, who destroyed the son of Thetis, 
having pierced him with his arrows. 

Ulyss. The phantom of Achilles did not demand that 
thou, O aged lady, but that thy daughter here should die. 

Uec. Do thou then at least slay me witli my daughter, and 
there will be twice the libation of blood for the earth, and the 
dead who makes this request. 
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Ulyss. Thy daughter's death suffices; one must not be 
heaped on another ; would that we required not even this one. 

Hec. There is a strong necessity for me to die with my 
daughter. 

Ulyss. How so ? for I am not aware of any master that I 
have. 

Hec. As the ivy the oak, so will I clasp her. 

Ulyss. Not so ; if you will take the advice of your supe- 
riors in knowledge. 

Hec. Never will I willingly quit my child here. 

Ulyss. Nor will I leave this place without the virgin. 

PoLYX. Mother, be persuaded ; and thou, son of Laertes, 
be gentle to a parent with reason moved to anger. But thou, 
O wretched mother, contend not with conquerors. Dost 
thou wish to fall on the earth and to wound thy aged flesh 
dragged by violence, and to suffer the indignity of being torn 
by a youthful arm ? which things you will suffer. Do not, I 
prayliiee, for it is not seemly. But, my dear mother, give 
me thy beloved hand, and grant me to join cheek to cheek ; 
since never hereafter, but now for the last time shall I behold 
the rays of the sun and his bright orb. Receive my last 
address, O mother ! O thou that bearedst me, I am going 
below. 

Hec. And I, daughter, shall be a slave in the Kght of day. 

PoLYX. Without the bridegroom, without the bridal song, 
which I ought to have obtained. 

Hec. Mournful thou, my child ; but I am a wretched 
woman. 

PoLYX. There shall I lie in darkness far from thee. 

Hec. Alas me, what shall I do ? where end my life ? 

PoLYX. I shall die a slave, born of a free father. 

Hec. But I bereft indeed of &fty children. 

PoLYX. What message shall I bear to Hector, and to thy 
aged husband ? 

Hec. Tell them that I am most miserable of all women. 

PoLYX. O ye breasts that tenderly nursed me. 

Hec. O daughter of an untimely and unhappy fate. 

PoLYX. Farewell, O mother, farewell Cassandra too. 

Hec. Others farewell, but this is not for thy mother. * 

PoLYX. Farewell, my brother Polydore, amongst the war- 
like Thracians. 
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Hec. J£ he lives at least : but I doubt it, so unfortunate am 
I in every thing. 

POLTX. He lives, and shall close thy dying eye. 

Heo. I am dead, before my death, beneath my ills. 

POLYX. Lead me, Ulysses, having covered my face with a 
veil, since, before I am sacrificed indeed, I am melted in heart 
at my mother's plaints, heir also I melt by my lamentations. 

light, for yet it is allowed me to express thy name, but I 
have no share in thee, except during the time that I am going 
between the sword and the pyre of Achilles. 

Hec. Ah me I I faint ; and my limbs fail me. — O daughter, 
touch thy mother, stretch forth thy hand — give it me — ^leave 
me not childless — I am lost, my friends. Would that I might 
see the Spartan Helen, the sister of the twin sons of Jove, 
thus, for through her bright eyes that most vile woman de- 
stroyed the happy Troy. 

Cho. Gale, gale of the sea,^ which waftest the swift barks 
boanding through the waves through the surge of the ocean, 
whither wilt thou bear me hapless ? To whose mansion shall 

1 come, a purchased slave ? Or to the port of the Doric or 
Phthian shore, where they report that Apidanus, the most 
beautiful father of floods, enriches the plains ? or wilt thou 
bear me hapless urged by the maritime oar, passing a life of 
misery in my prison-house, to that island^ where both the 
first-bom palm tree and the laurel shot forth their hallowed 
branches to their beloved Latona, emblem of the divine par- 
turiticm ? And with the Delian nymphs shall I celebrate in 
song the golden chaplet and bow of Diana ? Or, in the Athe- 
nian city, shall I upon the safiron robe harness the steeds to 
the car of Minerva splendid in her chariot, representing them 
in embroidery upon the splendid looms of brilliant threads, or 
the race of Titans, which Jove the son of Saturn sends to 
eternal rest with his flaming lightning ? Alas, my children ! 
Alas, my ancestors, and my paternal land, which is over- 
thro?na, buried in smoke, captured by the Argive sword ! but 
I indeed am '^ a slave in a foreign country, having left Asia 

* Xifuni is used for the aea in Troades 444 ; as also in Iliad N. 21, and 
Odyssey r, 1, and in many other passages of Homer. 

* The constnictioa is h voy>cvo'ct« fie ipQa v&9mv\ for si« iKtimiv Tutt 

'' KUXimat for tlfiiy not an unusual signification. Hippol. % ^«<l kL' 
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the slave of Europe, having changed mj bridal chamber for 
the grave. 

Talthybius, Hecuba, Chorus. 

Tal. Tell me, ye Trojan dames, where can I find Hecaba, 
late the queen of Troy ? 

Cho. Not far from thee, O Talthybius, she is lying stretched 
on the ground, muffled in her robes. 

Tal. O Jupiter, what shall I say ? Shall I say that thou 
beholdest mortals ? or that they have to no end or purpose 
entertained false notions, who suppose the existence of a race 
of Deities, and that fortune has the sovereign control over 
men ? Was not this the queen of the opulent Phrygians ? was 
not this the wife of the all-blest Priam ? And now all her 
city is overthrown by the spear, but she a captive, aged, child- 
less, lies on the ground defiling her ill-fated head with the dust. 
Alas ! alas ! I too am old, but rather may death be my por- 
tion before I am involved in any such debasing fortune ; stand 
up, oh unhappy, raise thy side, and lift up thy hoary head. 

Heg. Let me alone : who art thou that sufierest not my 
body to rest ? why dost thou, whoever thou art, disturb me 
from my sadness ? 

Tal. I am here, Talthybius, the herald of the Greeks, 
Agamemnon having sent me for thee, O lady. 

Hec. Hast thou come then, thou dearest of men, it having 
been decreed by the Greeks to slay me too upon the tomb ? 
Thou wouldest bring dear news indeed. Then haste we, let 
us speed with all our might : lead on, old man. 

Tal. I am here and come to thee, O lady, that thou mayest 
entomb thy dead daughter. Both the two sons of Atreus and 
the Grecian host send me. 

Hec. Alas ! what wilt thou say ? Art thou not come for 
me as doomed to death, but to bring this cruel message ? Thou 
art dead, my child, torn from thy mother ; and I am childless 
as far as regards thee ; oh ! wretch that I am. But how did 
ye slay her ? was it with becoming reverence ? Or did ye pro- 
ceed in your butchery as with an enemy, O old man ? Tell 
me, though you will relate no pleasing tale. 

Tal. Twice, O lady, thou desirest me to indulge in tears 
through pity for thy daughter ; for both now whilst relating 
the mournful circumstance shall I bedew this eye, as did I then 
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at the tomb when she perished. The whole host of the Gre- 
cian armj was present before the tomb, at the sacrifice of thy 
daughter. But the son of Achilles taking Poljxena bj the 
hand, placed her on the summit of the mound ; but I stood 
near him : and there followed a chosen band of illustrious 
yoaths in readiness to restrain with their hands thy daugh- 
ter's struggles ; then the son of Achilles took a full-crowned 
goblet of entire gold, and poured forth libations to his deceased 
father ; and makes signal to me to proclaim silence through 
all the Grecian host. And I standing forth in the midst, 
thus spoke : " Be silent, O ye Greeks, let all the people re- 
main silent ; silence, be still :" and I made the people perfectly 
still. But he said, ^'O son of Peleus, my father, accept 
these libations which have the power of soothing, and which 
speed the dead on their way; and come, that thou mayest 
drink the pure purple blood of this virgin, which both the 
army and myself offer unto thee ; but be propitious to us, and 
grant us to weigh anchor, and to loose the cables of our 
ships, and to return each to his country, having met with a 
prosperous return from Troy." Thus much he said, and all 
the army joined in the prayer. Then taking by the hilt his 
sword decked with gold, he drew it from its scabbard, and 
made signs to the chosen youths of the Greeks to hold the 
virgin. But she, when she perceived it^*, uttered this speech : 
" Argives, ye that destroyed my city, I die willingly ; let 
none touch my body ; for I will offer my neck to the sword 
with a good heart. But, by the Gods, let me go free while 
ye kill me, that I may die free, for to be classed as a slave 
among the dead, when a queen, is what I am ashamed of." 
But the people murmured assent, and king Agamemnon or- 
dered the young men to quit the virgin ; [but they, soon as 
they heard the last words of him who had the seat of chief 
authority among them, let go their hold,] and she, on hearing 
this speech of her lords, took her robe, and rent it, beginning 
from the top of her shoulder down to her waist : and shewed 
her breasts and bosom beauteous, as a statue's, and bending 
her knee on the ground, spoke words the most piteous ever 
heard, " Lo ! strike, if this bosom thou desirest, O youth ; or 
wouldest thou rather under the nec^, here is this throat pre- 

" W^n she perceived it, i^poo-Otj, o-vi/^kcv, iyvtOf kv6f\<np. Hesych. 
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pared.** But he at once resolved and unresolved through pity 
of the virgin, cuts with the sword the passage of her hreath ; 
and fountains of hlood hurst forth. But she, e'en in death, 
shewed much care to fall decently, and to veil from the eyes 
of men what ought to be concealed. But after that she 
breathed forth her spirit under the fatal blow, not one of the 
Greeks exercised the same offices ; but some scattered leaves 
from their hands on the dead ; some heap the funeral pile, 
bringing whole trunks of pines : but he that would not bring, 
he^rd rebukes of this sort from him that was thus employed : 
" Standest thou idle, thou man of most mean spirit ? Hast 
in thy hand no robe, no ornament for the maiden ? Hast thou 
nought to give to her so exceeding brave in heart and most 
noble in soul ? ** These things I tell thee of the death of thy 
daughter, but I behold thee at once the most happy, at once 
the most unhappy of all women in thine o£&pring. 

Ghor. Dreadful calamities have risen fierce against the 
house of Priam ; such the hard fate of the Gods. 

Heg. daughter ! which of my ills I shall first attend 
to, amidst such a multitude, I know not : for if I touch on 
any, another does not suffer die; and thence again some 
fresh grief draws me aside, succeeding miseries upon miseries. 
And now I cannot obliterate from my mind thy su£ferings, so 
as not to bewail them : but excess of grief hast thou taken 
away, having been reported to me as noble. Is it then no 
paradox, if land indeed naturally bad, when blest with a fa- 
vourable season from heaven, bears well the ear ; but good 
land, ix)bbed of the advantages it ought to have, brings forth 
bad fruit : but ever among men, the bad by nature is nothing 
else but bad ; the good always good, nor under misfortune 
does he degenerate from his nature, but is the same good man ? 
Is it, that the parents cause this diiference, or the education ? 
The being brought up nobly hath indeed in it the knowledge 
and principles of goodness ; but if one is acquainted well with 
this, he knows what is vicious, having already learnt it by the 
rule of virtue. And this indeed has my mind been ejacu- 
lating in vain. But do thou go, and signify these things to 
the Greeks, that no one be suffered to touch my daughter, 
but bid them keep off the multitude. In so vast an army the 
rabble are riotous, and the sailors' uncontrolled insolence is 
fiercer than fire ; and he is evil, who does not eviL But do 


809-662. HECUBA. 15 

thou, mj old attendant, taking an urn, fill it with sea water, 
and bring it hither, that I may wash mj girl in her last bath, 
the bride no bride now, and the virgin no longer a virgin, 
wash her, and laj her out ; according to her merits — ^whence 
can I ? This I can not ; but as I can, I will, for what can I 
do I And collecting ornaments from among the captured 
woiseo, who dwell beside me in these tents, if any one, unob- 
served by our new lords, has by her any stolen memorial of 
her home. O state of my house, O mansions once happy I O 
Priam, of vast wealth possessed, and supremely blest in thine 
olFspring, and I too, this aged woman, the mother of such 
children I How have we come to nothing, bereft of our former 
grandeur ! And yet still forsooth we are dated, one of us in 
his gorgeous palaces; another, when honoured among his 
citizens. These are nothing. In vain the counsels of the 
mind, and the tongue's boast. He is most blest, to whom 
from day to day no evil happens. 

Chokus. 

Against me was it fated that calamity, against me was it 
fated that woe should spring, when Paris first hewed the pine 
in Ida's forest, preparing to cut his way over the ocean surge 
to the bed of Helen, the fairest that the sun's golden beams 
shine upon. For toils, and fate more stem than toils, close 
us round : and from the folly of one came a public calamity 
fatal to the land of Simois, and woes springing from other 
woes : and when the dispute was decided, which the shepherd 
decided between the three daughters of the blessed Gods on 
Ida's top, for war, and slaughter, and the desolation of my 
palaees. And many a Spartan virgin at her home on the 
banks of the fair-flowing Eurotas sighs while bathed in tears : 
and many an aged matron strikes her hand against her hoary 
head, for her children who have perished, and tears her cheek 
making her nailis aU blood-stained with her wounds. 

Female Attendant, Chorus, Hecuba. 

Att. O attendants, where, I pray, is the all-wretched 
Hecuba, who, surpasses the whole race of man and woman 
kind in calamities ? no one shall wrest from her the crown. 

Chor. But what dost thou want, O wretch, in thy words 
of ill omen ? for thy messages of woe never rest. 
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Att. I bring this grief to Hecuba ; but in calamity 'tis no 
easy thing for men to speak word« of good import. 

Chor. And see, she is coming out of the house, and ap- 
pears in the right time for thy words. 

Att. O all- wretched mistress, and yet still more wretched 
than I can express in words, thou art undone, and no longer 
beholdest the light, childless, husbandless, cityless, entirely 
destroyed. 

Heo. Thou hast said nothing new, but hast reproached me 
who already know it : but why dost thou bring this corse of 
my Polyxena, whose sepulture was reported to me as in a state 
of active progress through the labours of all the Grecians ? 

Att. She nothing knows, but, woe's me! laments Polyx- 
ena, nor does she apprehend her new misfortunes. 

Hec. O wretched me ! dost bring hither the body of the 
frantic and inspired Cassandra ? 

Att. She, whom thou mentionedst, lives ; but thou dost not 
weep for him who is dead ; but behold this corse cast naked 
[on the shore,] and look if it will appear to thee a wonder, 
and what thou little expectest. 

Hec. Alas me ! I do indeed see my son Polydore a corse, 
whom (I fondly hoped) the man of Thrace was preserving 
in his palace. Now am I lost indeed, I no longer exist. Oh 
my child, my child I Alas ! I begin the Bacchic strain, hav- 
ing lately learned my woes from my evil genius. 

Att. Thou knowest then the calamity of thy son, O most 
unfortunate ! 

Hec. I see incredible evils, still fresh, still fresh : and my 
immeasurable woes follow one upon the other. No longer 
will a day without a tear, without a groan, have part with me. 

Chor. Dreadful, oh ! dreadful are the miseries that we 
endure ! 

Hec. O child, child of a wretched mother, by what fate art 
thou dead, by what hap liest thou here ? by the hand of what 
man? 

Att. I know not : on the wave-washed shore I found him. 

Hec. Cast up from the sea, or fallen by the blood-stained 
spear ? (Note C.) 

Att. The ocean's billow cast him up from the deep on the 
smooth sand. 

Hec. "Woe is me I Now understand I the dream, the vision 
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of mine ejes ; the black-winged phantom has not flitted by me 
in vain, which I saw concerning thee, mj child, as being no 
longer in the light of daj. 

Chob. But who slew him ? canst thou, O skilled in dreams, 
declare him ? 

Hec. My friend, my friend, who curbs the steed in Thrace, 
where his aged father placed him for concealment. 

Chok. Ah me I what wilt thou say ? Was it to possess 
his gold that he slew him ? 

Hec. Unutterable deeds, unworthy of a name, surpassing 
miracles, unhallowed, insufferable! Where are the laws of 
hospitality ? O most accurst of men, how didst thou mar that 
skin, how sever with the cruel sword the poor limbs of this 
boy, nor didst feel pity ? 

Chob. O hapless woman, how has the deity made thee by 
far the most wretched of mortals, whoever he be that presses 
heavy on thee ! But, my friends, let us henceforward be silent, 
for I see our lord Agamemnon advancing. 

Agamemnon, Chorus, Hecuba. 

Aga. Why, Hecuba, delayest thou to come, and bury thy 
girl in her tomb, agreeably to what Talthybius told me, that 
no one of the Argives should be suffered to touch thy daugh- 
ter. For our part we leave her alone, and touch her not ; but 
thou art slow, whereat I am astonished. I am come therefore 
to fetch thee, for every thing there has been well and duly 
performed, if aught of well there be in this. Ah ! what corse 
is this I see before the tent ? some Trojan's too ? for that it is 
no Grecian's, the robes that vest his limbs inform me. 

Hec. (aside) Thou ill-starr'd wretch ! myself I mean, 
when I say "thou." O Hecuba, what shall I do ? Shall I 
fall at the knees of Agamemnon here, or bear my ills in silence ? 

Aga. Why dost lament turning thy back upon me, and 
sayest not what has happened ? Who is this ? 

Hec. (cLside) But should he, thinking me a slave, an enemy, 
spurn me from his knees, I should be adding to my present 
sufferings. 

Aga. No prophet I, so as to trace, unless by hearing, the 
path of thy counsels. 

Hec. (aside) Am I not rather then putting an evil con- 

o 
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stniction on this man's thoughts, whereas he has no evil in- 
tention towards me ? 

AoA. If thou art willing that I should nothing of this afiair, 
thou art of a mind with me, for neither do I wish to bear. 

Hec. (aside) I cannot without him take vengeance for 
my children. Why do I thus hesitate ? I must be bold, 
whether I succeed, or fail. Agamemnon, by these knees, and 
by thy beard I implore thee, and by thy blessed hand — 

AoA. What thy request ? Is it to pass thy life in freedom ? 
for this is easy for thee to obtain. 

Hec. Not this indeed ; but so that I avenge myself on the 
bad, I am wiUing to pass my whole life in slavery. 

AoA. And for what assistance dost thou call on me ? 

Hec. In none of those things which thou imaginest, O 
king. Seest thou this corse, o^er which I drop the tear ? 

Aga. I see it ; thy meaning however I cannot learn from 
this. 

Hec. Him did I once bring forth, him bore I in my bosom. 

Aga. Is this indeed one of thy children, O unhappy woman ? 

Hec. It is, but not of the sons of Priam who fell under the 
walls of Troy. 

Aga. Didst thou then bear any other besides those, O lady ? 

Hec. In vain, as it iappears, this whom you see. 

Aga. But where did he chance to be, when the city fell ? 

Hec. His father sent him out of the country, dreacQng his 
death. 

Aga. Whither, having removed him alone of his children 
then alive ? 

Hec. To this country, where he was found a corse. 

Aga. To him who is king over this state, to Polymestor ? 

Hec. Hither was he sent, the guardian of gold, which proved 
most destructive to him. 

Aga. By whose hand then he is dead, and having met 
with what fate ? 

Hec. By whom else should he ? The Thracian host slew 
him. 

Aga. wretch ! was he so inflamed with the desire of 
obtaining the gold ? 

Hec. Even so, after he had heard of Tro/s disasters. 

Aga. And where didst thou find him, or who brought the 
body ? 
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Heo. She, meeting with it on the sea shore. 

AoA. In quest of it, or occupied in some other employment ? 

Hec. She was going to bring from the sea wherewith to 
bathe Poljxena. 

Aga. This friend then, as it seems, murdered him, and 
after that cast him out. 

Hec. To toss upon the waves thus gashing his body. 

Aga. O thou unhappj from thj unmeasured ills ! 

Heo. I perish, no woe is lefl, O Agamemnon. 

Aga. Alas 1 alas ! What woman was ever so unfortunate ? 

Hec. There is none, except jou reckon Misfortune herself. 
But for what cause I faU at thj knees, now hear : if I appear 
to you to suffer these ills justly, I would be reconciled to 
them ; but if otherwise, be thou my avenger on this man, this 
most impious of false friends ; who revering neither the Grods 
beneath^' the earth, nor the Gods above, hath done this most 
unholy deed, having often partaken of the same table with me, 
[and in the list of hospitality the first of my friends ; and hav- 
ing met with whatever was due ^', and having received a full 
consideration for his services '^J slew him, and deigned not to 
give him a tomb, which he might have given, although he pur- 
posed to slay him, but cast him forth at the mercy of the 
waves. We indeed are slaves, and peiliaps weak ; but the 
Gods aire strong, and strong the law, iidiich governs diem ; for 
by the law we judge that there are Gods, and we live having 
justice and injustice strictly defined ; which if when referred 
to tiiee it be disregarded, and they shall suffer no punishment 
who slay their guests, or dare to pollute the hallowed statutes 
of the Gods, there is nothing equitable in the dealings of men. 
Beholding these things then in a base and proper light, rever- 
ence me ; pity me, and, as the artist stands aside to view a 
picture, do thou view my living portrait, and see what woes I 
am enduring. Once was I a queen, but now I am thy slave ; 
once was J blest in my children, but now aged, and at the same 
time childless^ cityless, destitute, the most miserable of mortals. 

" The Gods beneath he despised, by casting him out without a tomb ; 
the Gods above, as the guardians of the rites of hospitality. 

*' Whatever wa$ due, either oel the score of friendship, or as an ef uiva- 
ient for his care and protection. 

^* Musgrave proposes to read irpofiiadlav for trpofxriBiav : the version 
above is in accordance with the scholiast and the paraphrast. 

c 2 
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Alas me wretched ! whither withdrawest from me thy foot ? 
It seems ^^ I shall make no impression, wretch that I am. Why 
then do we mortals toil after all other sciences, as a matter of 
duty, and dive into them, but least of all strive to learn 
thoroughly Persuasion, the sole mistress o'er the minds of 
men, giving a price for her knowledge, that at some time we 
may have it in our power at once to persuade and obtain what 
we wish? — How then can any one hereafter hope that he 
shall be fortunate ? So many children that I had, and now 
not one is left to me. But I am perishing a captive in base 
servitude, and yet see the smoke tiiere leaping aloft from the 
city. And however this part of my argument may perchance 
be vain, the bringing forward love ; still nevertheless it shall 
be urged. My daughter is wont to sleep by thy side, that 
prophetess, whom the Trojans call Cassandra. Where wilt 
thou shew that thy nights were nights of love, O king, or will 
my daughter receive any recompence for her most fond em- 
braces, and I through her ? [For from the secret shade, and 
from night's joys, the greatest delight is wont to spring to 
mortals.] Now then attend. Thou seest this corse ? Him 
assisting, thou will assist one joined to thee in affinity. One 
thing my speech wants yet. I would fain I had a voice in my 
arms, and hands, and in my hair, and in my footsteps, or by 
the skill of Daedalus, or some Grod, that each at once might 
hold thy knees, weeping, and imploring in all the strains of 
eloquence. O my lord, O greatest light of the Greeks, be 
persuaded ; lend thy hand to avenge this aged woman, although 
she is of no consequence, yet avenge her. For it belongs to a 
good man to minister justice, and always and in every case to 
punish the bad. 

Chor. It is strange, how every thing happens to mortals, 
and laws determine even the fates, making the greatest ene- 
mies friends, and enemies of those who before were on good 
terms. 

Aga. I, Hecuba, have pity both on thee and* thy son, 
thy misfortunes, and thy suppliant touch, and I am willing in 
regard both to the Gods and to justice, that this impious host 
should give thee full revenge, provided a way could be found, 
that both you might be gratified, and I might in the eyes of 

'* See note on Medea 338. 
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the army not seem to meditate this destruction against the 
king of Thrace for Cassandra's sake. For there is a point in 
which apprehension hath reached me. This man the armj 
deems a friend, the dead an enemj ; but if he is dear to thee, 
this is a private feeling, and does not affect the army. Where- 
fore consider, that thou hast me willing to labour with thee, 
and ready to assist thee, but backward, should I be murmured 
against among the Greeks. 

Heg. Alas ! no mortal is there who is free. For either 
he is the slave of money or of fortune ; or the populace of the 
city or the dictates of the laws constrain him to adopt manners 
not accordant with his natural inclinations. But since thou 
fearest, and payest too much regard to the multitude, I will 
liberate thee from this fear. For consent with me, if I me- 
ditate vengeance against the murderer of this youth, but do not 
act with me. But should any tumult or offer of assistance 
arise from out of the Greeks, when the Thracian feels the 
punishment he shall feel, suppress it, not appearing to do it 
for my sake : but of the rest be confident : I will dispose all 
things well. 

Aga. How then ? What wilt thou do ? Wilt thou grasp 
the sword in thine aged hand, and strike the barbarian ? or 
with poison wilt thou work, or with what assistance ? What 
hand will conspire with thee ? whence wilt thou procure 
friends ? 

Heo. These tents inclose an host of Trojan dames. 

Aga. Meanest thou the captives, the booty of the Greeks ? 

Heg. With these will I avenge me of my murderer. 

Aga. And how shall the victory over men be to women ? 

Heg. Numbers are powerful, with stratagem invincible. 

Aga. Powerful, I grant ; I mistrust however the race of 
women. 

Hec. And why ? Did not women slay the sons of -^Egjrptus *^, 
and utterly extirpated the race of men from Lemnos ^' ? But 
thus let it be. Give up this discussion. But grant this wo- 

*• The story of the daughters of Danaus is well known. 

*^ Of this there are two accounts given in the Scholia. The one is, that 
the women of Lemnos being punished by Venus with an ill savour, and 
therefore neglected by their husbands, conspired against them and slew 
them. The other is found in Herodotus, Erato, chap. 13d. see also iEsch. 
Choephorae, line 627, ed. Schutz. 


22 HECUBA. 889—939. 

man to pass in safety through the army. And do thou go to 
the Thracian host and tell him, ^' Hecuba, once queen of 
Troy, sends for you on business of no less importance to your- 
self than to her, and your sons likewise, since it is of conse- 
quence that your children also should hear her words." — And 
do thou, O Agamemnon, as yet forbear to raise the tomb over 
the newly-sacrificed Pol3rxena, that these two, the brother and 
the sister, the divided care of their mother, may, when reduced 
to ashes by one and the same flame, be interred side by side. 

Aga. Thus shall it be. And yet, if the army could sail, I 
should not have it in my power to grant thy request : but 
now, for the deity breathes not prosperous gales, we must wait, 
watching for a calm voyage. But may things turn out well 
some way or other : for this is a general principle amongst all, 
both individuals in private and states, That the wicked man 
should feel vengeance, but the good man ei^oy prosperity. 

Chorus. 

thou, my country of Troy, no longer shalt thou be called 
the city of the invincible, such a cloud of Grecians envelopes 
thee, with the spear, with the spear having destroyed thee. 
And thou hast been shorn of thy crown of turrets, and thou 
hast been discoloured by the dismal blackness of smoke ; hap- 
less city, no longer shall I tread my steps in thee. 

In the midnight hour I perished, when after the feast 
sweet sleep is scattered over the eyes. And my husband, 
from the song and cheerful sacrifice retired, was sleeping 
peacefully in my bed, his spear on its peg, no more dreaming 
to behold the naval host of the Greeks treading the streets of 
Troy. But I was binding my braided hair with fillets fast- 
ened on the top of mine head, looking into the round polished 
surface of the golden mirror, that I might get into my bed 
prepared for me. On a sudden a tumultuous cry penetrated 
, the city ; and this shout of exhortation was heard in the 
streets of Troy, " When indeed, ye sons of Grecians, when, 
if not now^ will ye return to your homes having overthrown 
the proud citadel of Bium ! " And having left my dear bed, 
in a single robe, like a Spartan virgin, flying for aid to the 
venerable shrine of Diana, I hapless fled in vain. And I am 
dragged, after having seen my husband slain, to the ocean 
waves ; and casting a distant look back upon my city, after 
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the vessel had begun her way in her return to Greece, and 
divided me from the land of Troy, I wretched fainted through 
anguish. And consigning to curses Helen, the sister of the 
Twin Brothers, and the Idean shepherd, the ruthless Paris, 
since his marriage, no marriage, but some Furj's hate hath 
utterly destroyed me far from my native land, and hath driven 
me &om my home. Whom may the ocean refuse ever to 
bear back again ; and may she never reach again her paternal 
home. 

POLTMESTOR, HeOUBA, ChOBUS. 

PoLT. O Priam, thou dearest of men, and thou most dear 
Hecuba, at thy sight I weep for thee, and thy city, and thy 
daughter who has lately died. Alas I there is nothing secure, 
neither glory, nor when one is faring well is there a certainty 
that he will not fare ill. But the Gods mingle these things 
promiscuously to and fro, making all confusion, so that we 
through ignorance may worship them. But wherefore should 
I utter these plaints, which in no way tend to free thee from 
thy former calamities. But thou, if thou hast aught to blame 
for my absence, forbear ; for I chanced to be afar off in the 
middle of my Thracian territories, when thou camest hither ; 
bat soon as I returned, as I waja ahready setting out from my 
house, this maid of thine met me for the self-same purpose, 
and delivered thy message, which, when I had heard, I came. 

Heo. O Polymestor, I am ashamed to look thee in the face, 
sunk as I am in such miseries ; for before one, who has seen 
me in prosperity, shame overwhelms me, being in the state 
in which I now am, nor can I look upon thee with unmoved 
eyes. But impute not this to any enmity I bear thee ; but 
there are other causes, and in some degree this law ; " that 
women ought not to gaze at men.'' 

Poly. And 'tis indeed no wonder; but what need hast 
thou of me? for what purpose didst thou send for me to 
come from home ? 

Hec. I am desirous of communicating a private affair of 
my own to thee and thy children ; but order thy attendants 
to retire from these tents. 

Poly. Depart, for here to be alone is safe. Friendly thou 
art, this Grecian army too is friendly towards me, but it is 
for thee to signify, in what manner I, who am in good cir- 
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cumstances, ought to succour my friends in distress ; since, 
on my part, I am ready. 

Hec. First then tell me of my son Polydore, whom thou re- 
tainest, receiving him from mine, and from his father's hand, 
if he live ; hut the rest I shall enquire of thee afterwards. 

Poly. He lives, and in good health ; as far as regards him 
indeed thou art happy. 

Hec. O my hest friend, how well thou speakest, and how 
worthily of thyself ! 

Poly. "What dost thou wish then to enquire of me in the 
next place ? 

Hec. Whether he rememhers at all me, his mother ? 

Poly. Yes : and he even sought to come to thee by stealth. 

Hec. And is the gold safe, which he brought with him 
from Troy? 

Poly. It is safe, at least it is guarded in my house. 

Hec. Preserve it therefore, nor covet the goods of others. 

Poly. Certainly not. May I enjoy what is mine own, 
O lady. 

Hec. Knowest thou then, what I wish to say to thee and 
thy children ? 

Poly. I do not : this shalt thou signify by thy speech. 

Hec. Be my son loved by thee, as thou art now loved 
of me. 

Poly. What is it, that I and my sons must know ? 

Hec. The ancient buried treasures of the familjr of Priam. 

Poly. Is it this thou wishest me to inform thy son of ? 

Hec. Yes, certainly ; through thee at least, for thou art a 
pious man. 

Poly. What necessity then is there for the presence of 
these children ? 

Hec. 'Tis better in case of thy death, that these should 
know. 

Poly. Well hast thou thus said, and 'tis the wiser plan. 

Hec. Thou knowest then where the temple of Minerva in 
Troy is, — 

Poly. Is the gold there ? but what is the mark ? 

Hec. a black rock rising ab6ve the earth. 

Poly. Hast anything further to tell me of what is there ? 

Hec. No, but I wish thee to take care of some treasures, 
with which I came out of the city. 
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PoLT. Where are they then ? Hast thou them hidden be- 
neath thy robes ? 

Hec. Amidst a heap of spoils they are preserved in this 
tent. 

PoLT. But where ? These are the naval encampments of 
the Grecians. 

Hec. The habitations of the captive women are private. 

PoLT. And is all secure within, and untenanted by men ? 

Hec. Not one of the Greeks is within, but we women only. 
But come into the tent, for the Greeks are desirous of loosing 
the sheets of their vessels homewards from Troy ; so that, 
having done every thing that thou oughtest, thou mayest go 
with thy children to that place where thou hast given my son 
to dwell. 

Cho. Not yet hast thou suffered, but peradventure thou 
wilt suffer vengeance ; as a man falling headlong into the gulf 
where no harbour is, shalt thou be hurled from thy dear heart, 
having lost thy life*®; for where the rites of hospitality coin- 
cide*^ with justice, and with the Grods, on theviUain who dares 
to violate these destructive, destructive indeed impends the 
eviL But thy hopes will deceive thee, which thou entertain- 
edstfrom this journey, which has brought thee, thou wretched 
man, to the deadly mansions of Pluto ; but thou shalt quit thy 
life by no warrior's hand. 

POLTMESTOR, HeCUBA, SeMICHORUS. 

Poly. Oh me ! I wretch am deprived of the sight of mine 
eyes. 

" Polymestor was guilty of two crimes, d^tKlav and dtrttda^, for he 
had both yiolated the laws of men, and profaned the deity of Jupiter 
Hospitalis. Whence Agamemnon, y. 840, hints that he is to suffer on 
both accounts. 

Kal fiovXofjLat BbZv d* o^vtK* dvotriov ^ivov, 
Kal Tov iiKoloVf T^vdt CTOi iovvai diKIJV, 

The Chorus therefore says, Ubi contingit eundem et JtuiituB et Diis esse 
adcUctum, exitiale semper malum esse ; or, as the learned Hemsterheuyse 
has more fully and more elegantly expressed it, CTW, id est, in quo, vel in 
9uem cadit et concurrit, ut ob crimen commissum simtU et humana Justitia 
et peorum vmdicta sit obnoxius, ae velut oppignoratus ; iUi certissimum 
eatwm imminet. This sense the words give, if for o6, we read oi}, i. e. 
in the sense of ^-jtow. Musorave. Correct DindorPs text to oJ. 

^* wfvwtaktiv in unum coire, coineidere. In this sense it is used alst , 
Herod. Euterpe, chap. 49. 
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Semi. Heard ye the shriek of the man of Thrace;^ my 
friends ? 

PoLT. Oh me ; there again — Oh my children, thy miser- 
able butchery ! 

Seki. My friends, some strange ills have been perpetrated 
within the tents. 

PoLT. But for all your nimble feet, ye never can escape 
me, for by my blows will I burst open the recesses of these' 
tents. 

Seio. Behold, he uses violently the weapon of his heavy 
hand. Will ye that we fall on ; since the instant calls on us 
to be present with assistance to Hecuba and the Trojan dames ? 

Heg. Dash on, spare nothing, break down the gates, for 
thou never sbalt replace the clear sight in those pupils, nor 
shalt thou behold alive those children which I have slain. 

Seml What I hast thou vanquished the Thracian ? and 
hast thou got the mastery over this host, my mistress ? and 
hast thou done such deeds, as thou sayest ? 

Hec. Thou wilt see him quickly before the house, blind, 
with blind wandering steps approaching, and the bodies of his 
two children, whom I have cdain with these most valiant Tro- 
jan women ; but he has felt my vengeance ; but he is coming 
as thou seest from the tent But I will retire out of his way, 
and make good my retreat from the boiling rage of this most 
desperate Thracian. 

PoLT. Alas me ! whither can I go ? whare stand ? whither 
shall I direct my way, advancing my steps like the four-foot- 
ed mountain beast oh my hands and on my feet in pursuit ? 
What new path shall I take in this direction or in that, desir- 
ous of seizing these murderous Trojan dames, who have ut- 
terly destroyed me 5 O ye impious, impious Phrygian daugh- 
ters ! Ah the accursed, in what corner do they shrink from 
me in flight ? Would that thou, O sun, could'st heal, could'st 
heal these bleeding lids of my eyes, and remove this gloomy 
darkness. Ah, hush, hush ! I hear the carefully-concealed 
step of these women. Whither shall I direct my course in 
order that I may glut myself on the flesh and bones of these, 
making the wild beasts' banquet, inflicting vengeance on them, 
in return for the injuries done me. Wretch that I am ! Whi- 
ther, whither am I borne, having left my children deserted, 
for these fiends of hell to tear piecemeal, a mangled, bleeding. 
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savage prey to dogs, and a thing to cast out on the moun- 
tains ? Where shall I stand ? Whither turn ? Whither go, 
as a ship setting her yellow canvass sails with her sea-washed 
palsers, rushing to this lair of death, the protector of my 
children ? 

Chok. O miserable man, what intol^able evils have been 
perpetrated by thee I but on thee having done base deeds the 
Grod hath s^it dreadful punishment, whoever he be that 
presses heavy on thee. 

Poly. Alas ! fdas I O Thracian nation, brandishing the 
spear, warlike, bestriding the steed, nation ruled by Mars ; O 
ye Greeks, sons of Atreus ; I raise the cry, th« cry, the cry ; 
Come, come, hasten, I entreat you by the Gods. Does any 
hear, or will no one assist me ? Why do ye delay ? The 
women have destroyed me, the captive women. Horrible, 
horrible treatment have I suffered. Alas me for my ruin ! 
Whither can I turn? Whither can I go? Shall I soar 
through the ethereal skies to the lofty mansions where Orion 
or Sinus dart from their eyes the flaming rays of Are ; or 
shall I hapless rush to the gloomy shore of Pluto ? 

Chob. It is pardonable, when any one suffers greater mis- 
fortunes than he can bear, for him to be desirous to quit a 
miserable life. 

Agamemnon, Poltmestor, Hecuba, Chorus. 

Aqa. I came having heard the clamour: for Echo, the 
mountain's daughter, did not sound in gentle strains through 
the army, causing a disturbance. But did we not know that 
the Phrygian towers are fallen beneath the Grecian spear, 
this tumult might have caused no little terror. ' 

POLT. O my dearest friend (for I know thee, Agamemnon, 
having heard thy voice), seest thou what I am suffering ? 

Aga. Ah I wretched Polymestor, who hath destroyed thee ? 
who made thine eyes sightless, having drowned their orbs in 
blood ? And who hath slain these thy children ? Sure, who- 
e'er it was, felt the greatest rage against thee and thy sons. 

PoLT. Hecuba with the female captives hath destroyed 
me — ^nay, not destroyed me, but more than destroyed me. 

Aga. What sayest thou ? Hast thou done this deed, as he 
affirms ? Hast thou, Hecuba, dared this inconceivable act of 
boldness? 


28 HECUBA. 1124—1160. 

PoLT. Ah me I what wilt thou say ? Is she any where 
near me ? Shew me, tell me where she is, that I may seize 
her in my hands, and tear piecemeal and mangle her body. 

Aga. What ho 1 what are you doing ? 

PoLT. By the Grods I entreat thee, suffer me to lay my 
raging hand upon her. 

Aga. Forbear. And having banished this barbarous deed 
from thy thoughts, speak ; that having heard both thee and 
her in your respective turns, I may decide justly, in return 
for what thou art suffering these ills. 

Poly. I will speak then. There was a certain youth, the 
youngest of Priam's children, by name Polydore, the son of 
Hecuba ; him his father Priam sent to me from Troy to bring 
up in my palace, already presaging^ the capture of Troy. 
Him I put to death. But for what cause I put him to death, 
with what policy and prudent forethought, now hear. I feared, 
lest the boy being left an enemy to thee, should collect the 
scattered remnants of Troy, and again people the city. And 
lest the Greeks having discovered that one of the sons of 
Priam was alive, should again direct an expedition against 
the Phrygian land, and after that should harass and lay waste 
the plains of Thrace ; and it might fare ill with the neigh- 
bours of the Trojans, under which misfortune, O king, we are 
now labouring. But Hecuba, when she had discovered her 
son's death, by such treachery as this lured, me hither, as 
about to tell me of treasure belonging to Priam's family con- 
cealed in Troy, and introduces me alone with my sons into 
the tent, that no one else might know it. And I sat, having 
reclined on the centre of the couch ; but many Trojan damsels, 
some from the left hand, and others from the right, sat 
round me, as by an intimate friend, holding in their hands 
the Edonian looms, and praised these robes, looking at them 
in the light ; but others, beholding with admiration my Thra- 
cian spear, deprived me of my double ornament. But as 
many as were mothers caressed my children in their arms in 
seeming admiration, that they might be farther removed from 
their father, successively handing them from one to another : 
and then, amidst their kind blandishments, what think you ? 

^ The verbal adjective in to« is almost universally used in a passive 
sense ; uiroirTos, however, in this place is an exception to the rule, as are 
also, KuXv-rrriji, Soph. Antig. IOIIj fitfiirrdv, Trachin. 446. 
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in an instant, snatcliing from somewhere beneath their gar* 
ments their daggers, they stab my children. But they hav- 
ing seized me in an hostile manner held my hands and feet ; 
and if, wishing to succour my children, I raised my head, they 
held me by the hair : but if I attempted to move my hands, I 
wretched could effect nothing through the host of women. 
But at last, cruelty and worse than cruelty, they perpetrated 
dreadful things ; for having taken their clasps they pierce and 
gore the wretched pupils of my eyes, then vanish in flight 
through the tent. But I having leaped out, like some exas- 
perated beast, pursue the blood-stained wretches, searching 
every wall, as the hunter, casting down, rending. This have 
I suffered, while studious to advance thy interest, Agamem- 
non, and having killed thine enemy. But that I may not ex- 
tend my speech to a greater length, if any one of those of 
ancient times hath reviled women, or if any one doth now, or 
shall hereafter revile them, I will comprise the whole when I 
say, that such a race neither doth the sea nor the earth pro- 
duce, but he who is always with them knows it best. 

Chor. Be not at all insolent, nor, in thy calamities, thus 
comprehending the female sex, abuse them all. For of us 
there are many, some indeed are envied for their virtues, but 
some are by nature in the catalogue of bad things. 

Hec. Agamemnon, it never were fitting among men that 
the tongue should have greater force than actions. But if a 
man has acted well, well should he speak ; if on the other 
hand basely, his words likewise should be unsound, and never 
ought he to be capable of speaking unjust things well. Per- 
haps indeed they who have brought these things to a pitch of 
accuracy are accounted wise, but they cannot endure wise 
unto the end, but perish vilely, nor has any one yet escaped 
this. And this in my prelude is what I have to say to thee. 
Now am I going to direct my discourse to this man, and I 
will answer his arguments. Thou, that assertest, that in order 
to rid the Greeks of their redoubled toil, and for Agamem- 
non's sake that thou didst slay my son ? But in the first place, 
monstrous villain, never can the race of barbarians be fnendly 
to the Grecians, never can this take place. But what favour 
wert thou so eagerly currying ? wert thou about to contract 
an alliance, or was it that thou wert of kindred birth, or what 
pretext hadst thou ? or were they about to ravage the crops 
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of thy country, having sailed thither again ? Whom, thinkest 
thou, wilt thou persuade of these things ? The gold, if thou 
wert willing to speak truth, the gold destroyed my son, and 
thy hase gains. For come, tell me this ; how whai Troy was 
prosperous, and a tower yet girt around the city, and Priam 
lived, and the spear of Hector was in its glory, why didst thou 
not then, if thou wert willing to lay him under thb obligation, 
bringing up my child, and retaining him iii thy palace, why 
didst thou not then slay him, or go and take him alive to the 
Greeks ? But when we were no longer in the tight of pros- 
perity, and the city by its smoke showed that it was in the 
power of the enemy, thou slowest thy guest who had come to 
thy hearth. Now hear besides how thou wilt appear vile : thou 
oughtest, if thou wert the friend of the Greeks, to have given 
the gold, which thou oonfessedst thou hast, not thine, but his, 
distributing to those who were in need, and had. long been 
strangers to their native land. But thou even now luist not 
eourage to part with it from thy hand, but having it, thou still 
art klping it dose in tUne h/usTAnd yet, in bringing np 
my child, as it was thy duty to bring him up, and in preserving 
him, thou hadst had fai^ honour. For in adversity fria^ls 
are most clearly proved good. But good circumstances have 
in every case tiieir friends. But if thou wert in want of 
money, and he in a flourishing eonditioD, my son had been to 
thee a vast treasure ; but now, thou neither hast him for thy 
friend, and the ben^t from the gold is gone, and thy sons are 

fme, and thou art — as thou art But to thee, Agamemnwi, 
say ; if thou aidest this mim, thou wilt appear to be doing 
wrong. For thou wilt be conferring a benefit on vn host, 
who is neither pious, nor futhful to those to whom he ought, 
not holy, not just. But we shall say that thou delightest 
in the bad, if thus thou actest: but I speak no offence to my 
lords. 

Chob. Ah I Ah I How do good deeds ever Bupply to men 
the source of good words ! 

' Aga. Thankless my office to dedde on others^ grievances ; 
but still I must, for it brings disgrace on a man, having taken 
a thing in hand, to give it up. But to me, be assured, tliou 
neither appearest for my sake, nor for the sake of the Grecians, 
to have killed this man thy guest, but that thou mightest pos- 
sess the gold in thy palaoe. But thou talkest of thy advantage. 
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when thou art in calamities '^ Perhaps with jou it is a slight 
thing to kill your guests ; but with us Grecians this thing is 
abhorred. How then, in giying mj decision that thou hast 
not injured, can I escape blame ? I cannot ; but, as thou hast 
dared to do things dishonourable, endure now things un- 
pleasimt. 

Poly. Alas me ! worsted, as it seems, hj a woman who is a 
slave, I shall submit to the vengeance of my inferiors. 

AaA. Will it not then be justly, seeing thou hast acted wrong? 

PoLr. Alas me ! wretched on account of these children and 
on account of my eyes. 

Hec. Thou sufierest ? but what do I ? Thinkest thou I 
suffer not for my child ? 

PoLT. Thou rejoioest in insulling me, O thou malicious 
woman. 

Hec. For ougbt not I* to rcgoice on having avenged myself 
on thee ? 

PoLT. But thou wilt not soon, when the liquid wave — . 

Hec. Shall bear me, dost thou mean, to the confines of the 
Grecian land ? 

PoLT. — shall cover thee, having fallen from the shrouds. 

Hec. From whom meeting with this violent leap ? 

PoLT. Thyself sbalt dimb with thy feet up "die ship's mast. 

Hec. Having wings on my back, or in what way ? 

PoLT. Thou sdialt become a dog with a fiery aspect. 

Hec. But how dost thou Imow of this my metamorphose ? 

PoLT. Dionysius the Thracian prophet told it me. 

Hec. But did he not declare to thee any of the evils which 
thou sufferest F 

PoLT. No : for, if he had^ thou never wouldest thus 
treacherously have taken me. 

Hec. ^ Thence shall I conclude my life in death, or still 
live on ? 

POLYk Thou shalt die. Butthenameof thytomh^shallbe — 

'* Feiiups (ihe }n«fearable way is to make Koucotatv agree with ^vBpwiroti 
understood ; that the sense may be. You ar$ a bad man to talk of your 
advantage at a plea for having acted thus. 

» Ba»over6i ^ ij l^Sta ivdaUf ixirXiiaw tiov ; a similar expression occurs in 
the Anthologia. 

viyStv irapipxov Tdv TaXaiirwpov ^lov, 
airrdi aitoirii, nrdv \p6vov fxifiovptvoi, 
\a6dtv 6i Kcu fii&arov. cl dt fifif Oavciiv. 
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Hec. Dost thou speak of it as in any way correspondent to 
my shape ? 

Poly. ^^ The tomb of the wretched dog, a mark to mariners. 

Hec. I heed it not, since thou at least ha£lt felt my venge- 
ance. 

Poly. And it is fated too for thy daughter Cassandra to die. 

Hec. I renounce these prophecies ; I give them for thyself 
to bear. 

Poly. Him shall his wife slay, a cruel guardian of his 
house. 

Hec. Never yet may the daughter of Tyndarus have ar- 
rived at such madness. 

Poly. Even this man himself, having lifted up the axe. 

Aga. What ho I thou art mad, and art desirous of obtain- 
ing greater ills. 

Poly. Kill me, for the murderous bath at Argos awaits 
thee. 

Aga. Will ye not, slaves, forcibly drag him from my pre- 
sence ? 

Poly. Thou art galled at what thou hearest 

Aga. Will ye not stop his mouth ? 

Poly. Stop it : for the word is spoken. 

Aga. Will ye not as quick as possible cast him out on some 
desert island, since he is thus, and past endurance insolent ? 
But do thou, wretched Hecuba, go and bury thy two dead : 
and you, O Trojan dames, must approach your masters' tents, 
for I perceive that the gales are favourable for wafting us to 
our homes. And may we sail in safety to our native country, 
and behold our household and families in prosperity, having 
found rest from these toils. 

Chor. Come, my friends, to the harbour, and the tents, to 
undergo the tasks imposed by our masters. For necessity is 
relentless. 

« The place of her burial was called Cynosema, a promontory of the 
Thracian Chersonese. It was here that the Athenians gained a naval 
victory over the Peloponnesians and Syracasans, in the twenty-fiist year 
of the Feloponnesian war. Thucydides, book yiii. 
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A. Vs. 246, MavtXv yi, ** Prayam esse scripturam dici Brunckius 
et Corayus viderunt; quorum ille legere Toluit Sivr kvraKfjvaif hie yero 
Cjffr kfipaXBiv, Sed neuter rem acu tetigit. Euripides scripsit: titrr* iv 
yc ^vvai, uti patet ex Horn. II. Z. 253, Iv t &pa oi i^v xecfc, Od. 11. 21, 
TTOLvra KtxTtv vtp^vgj Theocrit. Id. ziii. 47, rai S* iv x<p2 vatrai i^vtrav, 
et, quod rem conficit, ex Euripidis ipsius Ion. 891, Xevjcocc ^ Ifi^vaaQ 
KapTToTc x^^P^" ^' BuROES, apud Revue de PMlologie, yol. i. No. 5. 
p. 457. 
• B. We must, I think, read ToXfifv, 

C. I>indorf disposes these lines differently, but I prefer Person's 
arrangement, as follows : 

EK. tKpKriTov^ ^ irsff. ^. SopSg ; 
OEP. iv \j/afid9(p \tvpq[ 
ndvTov vtv, K, r. X. 
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OEESTES. 


PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

ELECTRA. 

HELEN. 

HEBiaONS. 

CHORUS. 

ORESTES. 

MENELAUS. 

TYNDARUS. 

PYLADES. 

A PHRYGIAN. 

APOLLO. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


O11B8TES9 in revenge for the murder of his father, took off ^gisthus and 
Cly temnestra ; but having dared to slay his mother, he was instantly pim- 
ished for it by being afflicted with madness. But on Tyndarus, the father 
of her who was slain, laying an accusation against him, the Argives were 
about to give a public decision on this question, " What ought he, who has 
dared this impious deed, to suffer ? " By chance Menelaus, having re- 
tamed from his wanderings, sent in Helen indeed by night, but himself 
came by day, and being entreated by Orestes to aid him, he rather feared 
Tyndarus the accuser : but when the speeches came to be spoken among 
the populace, the multitude were stirred up to kill Orestes. * • * But 
Fylades, his friend, accompanying him, coimselled him first to take re- 
venge on Menelaus by killing Helen. As they were going 0^ this pro- 
ject, they were disappointed of their hope by the Gods snatching away 
Helen from them. But Electra delivered up Hermione, when she made 
her appearance, into their hands ; and they were about to kill her. When 
Menelaus came, and saw himself bereft by them at once of his wife and 
child, he endeavoured to storm the palace ; but they, anticipating his 
purpose, threatened to set it on fire. Apollo, however, having appeared, 
said, that he had conducted Helen to the Gods, and commanded Orestes 
to take Hermione to, wife, and Electra to dwell with Fylades, and, after 
that he was purified of the murder, to reign over Argos. 

The scene of the piece is laid at Argos ; but the Chorus consists of Ar- 
give women, intimate associates of Electra, who also come on enquiring 
about the calamity of Orestes. The play has a catastrophe rather smted to 
comedy. The opening scene of the play is thus arranged. Orestes is dis- 
covered before the palace of Agamemnon, fatigued, and, on account of his 
madness, lying on a couch, on which Electra is sitting by him at his feet. 
A difficulty has been started, why does not she sit at his head ? for thus 
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would she seem to watch more tenderly, oyer her brother, if she sat nearer 
him. The poet, it is answered, seems to have made this arran^ment on 
account of the Chorus ; for Orestes, who had but just then and with diffi- 
culty gotten to sleep, would haye been awakened, if the women that con- 
stituted the Chorus had stood nearer to him. But this we may infer from 
what Electra says to the Chorus, " Stya, alya, Xfrrdv tx»o9 dppvKtt^.** 
It is probable then that the above is the reason of this arrangement. 

The Play is among the most celebrated on the stage, but infamous in 
its morals ; for, with the exception of Pylades, all the characters are bad 
persons. 


ORESTES. 


Elegtra. 


There is no word so dreadful to relate, nor suffering, nor 
heaven-inflicted calamity, the burthen of which human nature 
may not be compelled to bear. For Tantalus, the blest, (and 
I am not reproaching his fortune, when I say this,) the son of 
Jupiter, as they report, trembling at the rock i;v;hich impends 
over his head, hangs in the air, and suffers this punishment, 
as they say indeed, because, although being a man, yet having 
the honour of a table in common with the Gods upon equal 
terms, he possessed an ungovernable tongue, a most disgrace- 
ful malady. He begat Pelops, and from him sprung Atreus, 
for whom the Goddess having carded the wool^ spun the 
thread of contention, and doomed him to make war on Thy- 
estes his relation ; (why must I commemorate things unspeak- 
able ?) But Atreus then^ killed his children — and feasted him. 
But from Atreus, for I pass over in silence the misfortunes 
which intervened, sprung Agamemnon, the illustrious, (if he 
was indeed illuatrious,) and Menelaus ; their mother Aerope 
of Crete. But Menelaus indeed marries Helen, the hated of 
the Gods, but King Agamemnon obtained Clytemnestra's bed, 
memorable throughout the Grecians : from whom we virgins 
were born, three from one mother, Chrysothemis, and Iphi- 
genia, and myself Electra ; and Orestes the male part of the 

1 a^ift/ian-ay ipta, Schol. ** eo quod colum cingant sea coronaut," Sca- 
pula explains it. 

* " Then** -is not to be considered as signifying point of time, but it is 
meant to express ovv, continuaHvam, See Hoogeveen de Particula oSv, 
Sect. ii. § 6. 
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family, from a most unholy mother, who slew her husband, 
having covered him around with an inextricable robe ; the 
reason however it is not decorous in a virgin to tell ; I leave 
this undeclared for men to consider as they will. But why 
indeed must I accuse the injustice of Phoebus ? Yet persuaded 
he Orestes to kill that mother who brought him forth, a deed 
which gained not a good report from all men. But neverthe- 
less he did slay her, as he would not be disobedient to the 
God. I also took a share in the murder, but such as a woman 
ought to take. As did Pylades also who perpetrated this deed 
with us. From that time wasting away, the wretched Orestes 
is afflicted with a grievous malady, but falling on his couch 
there lies, but his mother's blood whirls him to frenzy (for I 
dread to mention those Groddesses, the Eumenides, who per- 
secute him with terror). Moreover this is the sixth day since 
his slaughtered mother was purified by fire as to her body. 
During which he has neither taken any food down his throat, 
he has not bathed his limbs, but covered beneath his cloak, 
when indeed his body is lightened of its disease, on coming to 
his right mind he weeps, but at another time starts suddenly 
from his couch, as a colt from his yoke. But it has been de- 
creed by this city of Argos, that no one shall receive us who 
have slain a mother under their roof, nor at their fire, and 
that none shall speak to us ; but this is the appointed day, in 
the which the city of the Argives will pronounce their vote, , 
whether it is fitting that we should die being stoned with i 
stones, or having whet the sword, should plunge it into oui 
necks. But I yet have some hope that we may not die, for 
Menelaus has arrived at this country from Troy, and filling 
the Nauplian harbour with his oars is mooring his fleet ofi* the 
shore, having been lost in wanderings from Troy a long time : 
but the much -afflicted Helen has he sent before to our palace, 
having taken advantage of the night, lest any of those, whose 
children died under Ilium, when they saw her coming by 
day, might go so far as to stone her ; but she is withm, b^ 
wailing her sister, and the calamity of her family. She has 
however some consolation in her woes, for the virgin Hermione, 
whom Menelaus bringing from Sparta, left at our palace, 
when he sailed to Troy, and gave as a charge to my mother 
to bring up, in her she rejoices, and forgets her miseries. 
But I am looking at each avenue when I shall see Menelaus 


68-97. ORESTBS. 89 

present, since, for the rest, we ride on slender power ^ if we 
receive not some succour from him ; the house of the unfor- 
tiinate is an embarrassed state of affairs. 

Electra. Helen. 

Hel. O daughter of Cljrtemnestra and Agamemnon, O 
Electra, thou that hast remained a virgin a long time. How 
are ye, O wretched woman, both you, and your brother, the 
wretched Orestes (he was the murderer of his mother) ? For 
by thy converse I am not polluted, transferring, as I do, the 
blame to Phcebus. And yet I groan the death of Clytemnestra, 
whom, after that I sail&i to Troy, (how did I sail, urged by 
^ the maddening fate of the Gods !) I saw not, but of her be- 
reft I lament my fortune. 

Elec. Helen, why should I inform thee of things thou 
seest thyself here present, the race of Agamemnon in calami- 
ties. I indeed sleepless sit companion to the wretched corse, 
(for he is a corse, in that he breathes so little,) but at his 
fortune I murmur not. But thou a happy woman, and thy 
husband a happy man, have come to us, who fare most 
wretchedly. 

Hel. But what length of time has he been lying on his 
couch? 

Eleg. Ever since he shed his parent's blood. 

Hel. Oh wretched, and his mother too, that thus she 
perished ! 

Eleg. These things are thus, so that he is unable to speak 
for misery. 

Hel. By the Gods wilt thou oblige me in a thing, O 
virgin ? 

Elec. As far as I am permitted by the little leisure I have 
from watching by my brother. 

Hel. Wilt thou go to the tomb of my sister ? 

Elec. My mother's tomb dost thou desire ? wherefore ? 

Hel. Bearing the first offerings of my hair, and my li- 
bations. 

Elec. But is it not lawful for thee to go to the tomb of thy 
friends? 

• The original Greek phrase was iXirtSw Xeirrijt, which Euripides 
has changed to a<rBtvo^9 pw/uqs, though the other had equally suited the 
metre. But Euripides is fond of slight alterations in proyerbs. Pobsom^ 
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Hel. No, for I am ashamed to shew myself among the 
Argives. 

Eleg. Late art thou discreet, then formerly leaving thine 
home disgracefully. 

Hel. True hast thou spoken, but thou speakest not plea- 
santly to me. 

Elec. But what shame possesses thee among the My- 
ceneans ? 

Hel. I fear the fathers of those who are dead under Bium. 

Eleg. For this is a dreadful thing ; and at Argos thou art 
declaimed against by every one's mouth. 

Hel. Do thou then grant me this favour, and free me from 
this fear. 

Eleg. I cannot look upon the tomb of my mother. 

Hel. And yet it is disgraceful for servants to bear these. 

Eleg. But why not send thy daughter Hermione ? 

Hel. It is not well for virgins to go among the crowd. 

Eleg. And yet she might repay the dead the care of her 
education. 

Hel. Bight hast thou spoken, and I obey thee, O virgin, 
and I will send my daughter, for thou sayest well. Come 
forth, my child Hermione, before the house, and take these 
libations in thine hand, and my hair, and, going to the tomb 
of Clytemnestra, leave there this mixture of milk and honey, 
and the froth of wine, and standing on the summit of the 
mound, say thus : " Helen, thy sister, presents thee with these 
libations, in fear herself to approach thy tomb, and afraid of 
the populace of Argos :" and bid her hold kind intentions 
towards me, and thyself, and my husband, and towards these 
two miserable persons whom the God has destroyed. But 
promise all the offerings to the manes, whatever it is fitting 
that I should perform for a sister. Go, my child, hasten, and 
when thou hast offered the libations at the tomb, remember to 
return back as speedily as possible. 

Eleg. [alone,'] O Nature, what a great evil art thou 
among men, and the safeguard of those who possess thee with 
virtue ! For see, how she has shorn off the extremities of her 
hair, in order to preserve her beauty ; but she is the same wo- 
man she always was. May the Gods detest thee, for that thou 
hast destroyed me, and this man, and the whole state of Greece ; 
oh wretch that I am I But my dear friends that accompany 
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me in my lamentations are again present ; perhaps they will 
disturb the sleeper from his slumber, and will melt my eyes in 
tears when I behold my brother raving. 

Electiu, Chorus. 

Elec. O most dear woman, proceed with a gentle foot, make 
no noise, let there be heard no sound. For your friendliness 
is very kind, but to awake him will be a calamity to me. 
Hush, hush — gently advance the tread of thy sandal, make 
no noise, let there be heard no sound. Move onward from 
that place — onward from before the couch. 

Chor. Behold, I obey. 

Elec. St ! st I Speak to me, my friend, as the breathing 
of the soft reed pipe. 

Chor. See, I utter a voice low as an under note. 

Elec. Ay, thus come hither, come hither, approach qui- 
etly — ^go quietly: tell me, for what purpose, I pray, are ye 
come? For he has fallen on his couch, and been sleeping 
some time. 

Chor. How is he ? Give us an account of him, my friend. 

Elec. What fortune can I say of him ? and what his ca- 
lamities ? still indeed he breathes, but sighs at short intervals. 

Chok. What sayest thou ? Oh, the unhappy man ! 

Elec. You will kill him if you move his eyelids, now that 
he is taking the sweetest enjoyment of sleep. 

Chor. Unfortunate on account of these most angry deeds 
from heaven I oh ! wretched on account of thy sufferings I 

Elec. Alas ! alas ! Apollo himself unjust, then spoke un- 
just things, when at the tripod of Themis he commanded the 
unhallowed, inauspicious murder of my mother. 

Chor. Dost thou see ? he moves his body in the robes that 
cover him, 

Elec. You by your cries, O wretch, have disturbed him 
from his sleep. 

Chor, I indeed think he is sleeping yet. 

Elec. Will you not depart from us? will you not bend 
your footsteps back from the house, ceasing this noise ? 

Chor. He sleeps. 

Elec. Thou sayest well. 

Chor. Venerable, venerable Night, thou that dispensest 
sleep to languid mortals, come from Erebus ; come, come, 


42 ORESTES. 177-222. 

borne on thy wings to the bouse of Agamemnon ; for by our 
griefs and by our sufferings we are quite undone, undone. 

Eleg. Ye were making a noise. ^ 

Chor. No. (Note A.) 

Elec. Silently, silently repressing the high notes of your 
voice, apart &om bis coucb, you will enable him to have the 
tranquil enjoyment of sleep. 

Chor. Tell us ; what end to his miseries awaits him ? 

Elec. Death, death ; what else can ? for be has no appetite 
for food. 

Chor. Death then is manifestly before him. 

Eleo. Phoebus offered us as victims, when he commanded^ 
the dreadful, abhorred murder of our mother, that slew our 
father. 

Chor. With justice indeed, but not well. 

Elec. Thou hast died, thou hast died, mother, O thou 
that didst bring me forth, but hast killed the father, and the 
children of thy blood. We perish, we perish, even as two 
corses. For thou art among the dead, and the greatest part 
of my life is past in groans, and wailings, and nightly tears ; 
marriageless, childless, behold, how like a miserable wretch 
do I drag out my existence for ever I 

Chor. O virgin Electra, approach near, and look that thy 
brother has not died unobserved by thee ; for by this exces- 
sive quiet he doth not please me. 

Orestes, Electra, Chorus. 

Ores. O precious balm of sleep, thou that relievest my 
malady, how pleasant didst thou come to me in the time of 
need ! O divine oblivion of my sufferings, how wise thou art, 
and the goddess to be supplicated by all in distress ! — ^whence, 
in heaven's name, came I hither? and how brought? for I 
remember not things past, bereaved, as I am, of my senses. 

Elec. My dearest brother, how didst thou delight me when 
thou didst fall asleep ! wilt thou I touch thee, and raise thy 
body up ? 

Ores. Raise me then, raise me, and wipe the clotted foam 
from off my wretched mouth, and from my eyes. 

Elec. Behold, the task is sweet, and I refuse not to ad- 
minister to a brother's limbs with a sister's hand. 

* doin — ivvaTOA Hi xal it-woioOt, SOHOL. 
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L Lay thy side by my side, and removHfhe squalid 
hair from my face, for I see but imperfectly with my eyes. 

Elsc. O wretched head, sordid with ringlets, how art thou 
disordered from long want of the bath 1 

Ores. Lay me on the couch again ; when my fit of madness 
gives me a respite, I am feeble and weak in my limbs. 

Elec. Behold, the couch is pleasant to the sick man, an 
irksome thing to keep, but still a necessary one. 

Ores. Again raise me upright — ^tum mj body. 

Chor. Sick persons are hard to be pleased from their 
feebleness. 

El£0. Wilt thou set thy feet on the ground, putting for- 
ward thy long-discontinued^ step? In all things change is 
sweet 

Ores. Yes, by all means; for this has a semblance of 
health, but the semblance is good, though it be distant from 
the truth. 

Elec. Hear now therefore, O my brother, while yet the 
Furies suffer thee to have thy right faculties. 

Ores. Wilt^thou tell any news ? and if good indeed^ thou 
art conferring pleasure ; but if it pertain at .all to mischief — I 
have enough distress. 

Elec. Menelaus has arrived, the brother of thy father, but 
his ships are moored in the Nauplian bay. 

Ores. £(ow sayest ? Is he come, a light in mine and thy 
sufferings, a man of kindred blood, and that hath received 
benefits from our father ? 

Elec. He is come ; take this a sure proof of my words, 
bringing with him Helen from the walls of Troy. 

Ores. Had he been saved alone, he had been more blest 
But if he brings his wife, he has arrived with a mighty evil. 

Elec. Tyndarus begat an offspring of daughters, a con- 
spicaous mark for blame, and infamous throughout Greece. 

Ores. Do thou then be unlike the bad, for it is in thy 
power. And not only say, but also hold these sentiments. 

Elec. Alas ! my brother, thine eye rolls wildly ; quick art 
thou changed to madness, so late in thy senses. 

Ores. mother, I implore thee, urge not on me those 

' Perhaps this interpretation of xp^i^ioy is better than " slow,** for the 
considerate Electra would hardly go to remind her brother of his in- 
firmities. 
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Furies gazing blood, horrid with snakes, for these, these are 
leaping around me. 

Elec. Remain, O wretched man, calmly on thy couch, for 
thou seest none of those things, which thou fanciest thou 
seest plainly. 

Ores. O Phoebus, these dire Goddesses in the shape of dogs 
will kill me, these gorgon-visaged ministers of helL 

Elec. I will not let thee go, but, putting my arm around 
thee, will stop thy starting into those unfortunate convulsions. 

Ores. Loose me. Thou art one of my Furies, and seizest 
me by the middle, that thou mayest hurl me into Tartarus. 

Elec. Oh ! wretched me I what assistance can I obtain, 
since we have on us the vengeful wrath of heaven ! 

Ores. Give me my bow of horn, the gift of Phoebus, with 
which Apollo said I should repel the Fiends, if they appalled 
me by their maddened raging. 

Elec. Shall any God be wounded by mortal hand ? (Note B.) 

Ores. Yes* She shally if she will not depart from my 
sight Hear ye not — see ye not the winged shafts im- 
pelled from the distant- wounding bow? H^! Hal Why 
tarry ye yet ? Skim the high air with your wings, and im- 
peach the oracles of Phoebus. — ^Ah ! why am I thus disquieted, 
heaving my panting breath from my lungs ? Whither, whither 
have I wandered from my couch ? For from the waves again 
I see a calm. — Sister, why weepest, hiding thine eyes beneath 
thy vests, I am ashamed to have thee a partner in my suffer- 
ings, and to give a virgin trouble through my malady. Pine 
not away on account of my miseries : for thou indeed didst 
assent to this, but the shedding of my mother's blood was ac- 
complished by me: but I blame Apollo, who, after having 
instigated me to a most unholy act, with words indeed consoled 
me, but not with deeds. But I think that my father, had I, 
beholding him, asked him if it were right for me to slay my 
mother, would have put forth many supplications, beseeching 
me by this beard not to impel my sword to the slaughter of 
her who bore me, if neither he thereby could be restored to 
life, and I thus wretched must go through such miseries. And 
now then unveil thyself, my sister, and cease from tears, 
even though we be very miserable : but when thou seest me 
desponding, do thou restrain my distraction, and that which 
preys upon my mind, and console me ; but when thou groanest, 
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it becomes mj dutj to come to thee, and suggest words of 
comfort. For these are the good offices friends ought to ren- 
der each other. But go thou into the house, O unfortunate 
sister, and, stretched at full length, compose thy sleepless eye- 
lids to sleep, and take refreshment, and pour the bath upon 
thj fair skin. For if thou forsakest me, or gettest any illness 
by continually sitting by me, we perish ; for thee I have my 
only succour, by the rest, as thou seest, abandoned. 

Elec. This cannot be : with thee will I choose to die, with 
thee to live ; for it is the same : for if thou shouldest die, what 
can I do, a woman ? how shall I be preserved, alone and des- 
titute ? without a brother, without a father, without a friend : 
but if it seemeth good to thee, these things it is my duty to 
do : but recline thy body on the bed, and do not to such a de- 
gree conceive to be real whatever frightens and startles thee 
from the couch, but keep quiet on the bed strewn for thee. 
For though thou be not ill, but only seem to be iU, still this 
even is an evil and a distress to mortals. (Note C.) 

Chorus. 

Alas! alas ! O swift-winged, raving® Goddesses, who keep 
up the dance, not that of Bacchus, with tears and groans. 
You, dark Eumenides, you, that fly through the wide ex- 
tended air, executing vengeance, executing slaughter, you do 
I supplicate, I suppKcate : suffer the offspring of Agamemnon 
to forget his furious madness ; alas ! for his sufferings. What 
were they that eagerly grasping at, thou unhappy perishest, 
having received from the tripod the oracle which Phoebus 
spake, on that pavement, where are said to be the recesses in 
the midst of the globe ! O Jupiter, what pity is there ? what 
is this contention of slaughter that comes persecuting thee 
wretched, to whom some evil genius casts tear upon tear, 
transporting to thy house the blood of thy mother which drives 
thee frenzied ! Thus I bewail, I bewail. Great prosperity is not 
lasting among mortals ; but, as the sail of the swift bark, some 
deity having shaken him, hath sunk him in the voracious and 
destructive waves of tremendous evils, as in the waves of the 
ocean. For what other* family ought I to reverence yet before 

• UorviaSti. The Furies hare this epithet from Potnia, a town in 
Boeotia, where Glaucus's horses, having eaten of a certain herb and be- 
coming mad, tore their own master in pieces. Schol. . * Note D. 
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that sprung from divine nuptials, sprung from Tantalus ? — 
But \o ! the king ! the prince Menelaus, is coming ! but he is 
Tery easily discernible from the elegance of his person, as king 
of the house of the TantalidiB. 

O thou that didst direct the army of a thousand vessels to 
Asia's land, hail I but thou comest hither with good fortune, 
having obtained the object of thy wishes from the Grods. 

Menelaxjs, Obestes, Chorus. 

Mek. palace, in some respect indeed I behold thee with 
pleasure, coming from Troy, but in other respect I groan 
when I see thee. For never yet saw I any other house more 
completely encircled round with lamentable woes. For I was 
made acquainted with the misfortune that befell Agamemnon, 
[and his death, by what death he perished at the hands of his 
wife,] * when I was landing my ships at Malea ; but from the 
waves the prophet of the mariners declared unto me, the fore- 
boding Glaucus the son of Nereus, an unerring Crod, who told 
me thus in evident form standing by me. *' Menelaus, thy 
brother lieth dead, having fallen in his last bath, which his 
wife prepared." But he filled both me and my sailors with 
many tears ; but when I come to the Nauplian shore, my wife 
having already landed there, expecting to clasp in my friend- 
ly embraces Orestes the son of Agamemnon, and his mother, 
as being in prosperity, I heard from some fisherman^ the un- 
hallowed murder of the daughter of Tyndarus. And now tell 
me, maidens, where is the son of Agamemnon, who dared 
these terrible deeds of evil ? for he was an infant in Clytem- 
nestra's arms at that time when I left the palace on my way 
to Troy, so that I should not know him, were I to see Imn. 

Ores. I, Menelaus, am Orestes, whom thou seekest, I of 
my own accord will declare my evils. But first I touch thy 
knees in supplication, putting up prayers from my mouth, not 
using the sacred branch^: save me. But thou art come in 
the very season of my sufferings. 

Men. O ye Gods, what do I behold ! whom of the dead do 
I see! 

♦ Dindorf would omit this verse. 

f dXiTviruVf dXuitv, oi rats Kcoirai« r^irrouo-t t^v BdXaaaav, ScHOL. 

* a^uWov. Alluding to the branch, which the ancients used to hold 
in token of supplication. 
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Obes. Ay ! well thou sajest the dead ; for in mj state of 
suffering I live not ; but see the light. 

Men. Thoa wretched man, how disordered thou art in thy 
squalid hair ! 

Obes. Not the appearance, but the deeds torment me. 

Men. But thou glarest dreadfully with thy shrivelled eye- 
balls. 

Obes. My body is vanished, but my name has not left me. 

Men. Alas, thy uncomeliness of form which has appeared 
to me beyond conception ! 

Obes. I am he, the murderer of my wretched mother. 

Men. I have heard ; but spare a little the recital of thy woes. 

Obes. I spare it ; but in woes the deity is rich to me. 

Men. What dost thou suffer ? What malady destroys thee ? 

Obes. The conviction that I am conscious of having per- 
petrated dreadful deeds. 

Men. How sayest thou ? Plainness, and not obscurity, is 
wisdom. 

Obes. Sorrow is chiefly what destroys me, — 

Men. She is a dreadful goddess, but sorrow admits of cure. 

Obes. And fits of madness in revenge for my mother's 
blood. 

Men. But when didst first have the raging ? what day was 
it then ? 

Obes. That day in which I heaped the tomb on my mother. 

Men. What ? in the house, or sitting at the pyre ? 

Obes. As I was guarding by night lest any one should 
bear off her bones ^ 

Men. Was any one else present^ who supported thy body ? 

Obes. Fylades, who perpetrated with me the vengeance 
and death of my mother. 

Men. But by what visions art thou thus afflicted ? 

Ores. I appear to behold three virgins like the night. 

Men. I know whom thou meanest, but am unwilling to 
name them. 

Obes. Yes : for they are awful ; but forbear from speaking 
such high polished words *®. 

* " KaTdt T^v ifVKTa triiropOa Tr\putv Ti\v dpulptcriv^ koX t^v ivAXnyJ/tv tUv 
6<rritNf, Towrecrrur, iW fii^ Tts &<l>t\riTai tuvtu," Paraph. Heath trans- 
lates it, watchfully observing, till her bones were collected, 

^ The old reading was dtraUtvra, The meaning of the present read- 
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Men. Do these drive thee to distraction on account of this 
kindred murder ? 

Ores. Alas me for the persecutions, with which wretched 
I am di'iven ! 

Men. It is not strange that those who do strange deeds 
should suffer them. 

Ores. But we have whereto we may transfer the criminal- 
ity" of the mischance. 

Men. Say not the death of thy father; for this is not wise. 

Ores. Phoebus who commanded us to perpetrate the slay- 
ing of our mother. 

Men. Being more ignorant than to know equity, and jus- 
tice. 

Ores. We are servants of the Gods, whatever those 
Grods be. 

Men. And then does not Apollo assist thee in thy miseries ? 

Ores. He is always about to do it, but such are the Gods 
by nature. 

Men. But how long a time has thy mother's breath gone 
from her ? 

Ores. This is the sixth day since ; the funeral pjfe is yet 
warm. 

Men. How quickly have the Goddesses come to demand of 
thee thy mother's blood ! 

Ores. I am not wise, but a true friend to my friends. 

Men. But what then doth the revenge of thy father profit 
thee? 

Ores. Nothing yet ; but I consider what is in prospect in 
the same light as a thing not done. 

Men. But regarding the city how standest thou, having 
done these things ? 

Ores. We are hated to that degree, that no one speaks to us. 

Men. Nor hast thou washed thy blood from thy hands ac- 
cording to the laws ? 

Ores. How can I? for I am shut out from the houses, 
whithersoever I go. 

ing seems to be, " Yes, they art awful 'tis true, but still howerer you 
.need not be so very scrupulous about naming them." 

11 dvatpopdt was a legal teim, and signiiied the line of defence adopted 
by the accused, when he transferred the charge brought against himself 
to some other person. — See Demosthenes in Timocr. 
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Men. Who of the citizens thus contend to drive thee from 

the land ? 

Ores. (Eax^^, imputing to mj father the hatred which 
arose on account of Troy. 

Men. I understand. The death of Palamede takes its 
vengeance on thee. 

Ores. In which at least I had no share— hut I perish hj 
the three. 

Men. But who else ? Is it perchance one of the friends of 
^gisthus ? 

Ores. They persecute me, whom now the city obeys. 

Men. But does the city suffer thee to wield Agamemnon's 
sceptre ? 

Ores. How should they ? who no longer suffer us to live. 

Men. Doing what, which thou canst tell me as a clear fact ? 

Ores. This very day sentence will be passed upon us. 

Men. To be exiled from this city ? or to die ? or not to die ? 

Ores. To die, by being stoned with stones by the citizens. 

Men. And dost thou not fly then, escaping beyond the 
boundaries of the country ? 

Ores. How can we ? for we are surrounded on every side 
by brazen arms. 

Men. By private enemies, or by the hand of Argos ? 

Ores. By all the citizens, that I may die — the word is brief. 

Men. O unhappy man ! thou art come to the extreme of 
misfortune. 

Ores. On thee my hope builds her escape from evils, but, 
thjself happy, coming among the distressed, impart thy good 
fortune to thy friends, and be not the only man to retain a 
benefit thou hast received, but undertake also services in thy 
turn, paying their father's kindness to those to whom thou 
oughtest. For those friends have the name, not the reality, 
^ho are not friends in adversity. 

Chor. And see the Spartan Tyndarus is toiling hither with 
bis aged foot, in a black vest, and shorn, his locks cut off in 
naouming for his daughter. 

Ores. I am undone, O Menelaus ! Lo ! Tyndarus is com- 
ing towards us, to come before whose presence, most of all 
^en's, shame covereth me, on account of what has been done. 

*' (Eax was Palamede's brother. 
E 


50 ORESTES. 462—493 

For he used to nurture me when I was little, and satiated me 
witli many kisses, dandling in his arms Agamemnon's boy, and 
Leda with him, honouring me no less than the twin-bom of 
Jove. For which, O my wretched heart and soul, I have 
given no good return : what dark veil can I take for my 
countenance ? what cloud can I place before me, that I may 
avoid the glances of the old man's eyes ? 

Tyndarus, Menelaxjs, Orestes, Chorus. 

Ttnd. Where, where can I see my daughter's husband 
Menelaus ? For as I was pouring my libations on the tomb 
of Clytemnestra, I heard that he was come to Nauplia with 
his wife, safe through a length of years. Conduct me, for I 
long to stand by his hand and salute him, seeing my friend 
after a long lapse of time. 

Men. O hail ! old man, who sbarest thy bed with Jove. 

Tynd. O hail ! thou also, Menelaus my dear relation, — ah ! 
what an evil is it not to know the future ! This dragon here, 
the murderer of his mother, glares before the house his pesti- 
lential gleams — the object of my detestation — Menelaus, dost 
thou speak to this unholy wretch ? 

Men. Why not ? he is the son of a father who was dear 
to me. 

Tynd. What ! was he sprung from him, being such as he is ? 

Men. He was ; but, though he be unfortunate, he should 
be respected. 

Tynd. Having been a long time with barbarians, thou art 
thyself turned barbarian. 

Men. Nay ! it is the Grecian fashion always to honour one 
of kindred blood. 

Tynd. Yes, and also not to wish to be above the laws. 

Men. Every thing proceeding from necessity is considered 
as subservient to her ^^ among the wise. 

Tynd. Do thou then keep to this, but I'll have none of it. 

Men. No, for anger joined with thine age, is not wisdom. 

Tynd. With this man what controversy can there be re- 
garding wisdom ? If what things are virtuous, and what are 
not virtuous, are plain to all, what man was ever more 

*' And therefore we are not to impeach the man. Some would have 
iovXov to bear the sense of '^vXoTrot^i^, enslaves, and therefore cannot be 
avoided. 
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unwise than this man ? who did not indeed consider justice, 
nor applied to the common existing law of the Grecians. For 
after that Agamemnon breathed forth his last, struck by my 
daughter on the head, a most foul deed (for never will I ap- 
prove of this), it behoved him indeed to lay against her a 
sacred charge of bloodshed, following up the accusation, and 
to cast his mother from out of the house ; and he would have 
taken the wise side in the calamity, and would have kept to 
law, and would have been pious. But now has he come to 
the same fate with his mother. For with justice thinking 
her wicked, himself has become more wicked in slaying his 
mother. 

But thus much, Menelaus, will I ask thee ; If the wife that 
shared his bed were to kill him, and his son again kills his 
mother in return, and he that is born of him shall expiate the 
murder with murder, whither then will the extremes of these 
evils proceed ? Well did our fathers of old lay down these 
things ; they suffered not him to come into the sight of their 
eyes, not to their converse, who was under an attainder^* of 
blood ; but they made him atone by banishment ; they suffered 
however none to kill him in return. For always were one 
about to be attainted of murder, taking the pollution last into 
his hands. But I hate indeed impious women, but first among 
them my daughter, who slew her husband. But never will I 
approve of Helen thy wife, nor would I speak to her, neither 
do I commend ^^ thee for going to the plain of Troy on account 
of a perfidious woman. But I will defend the law, as far at 
least as I am able, putting a stop to this brutish and murder- 
ous practice, which is ever destructive both of the country 
and the state. — For what feelings of humanity hadst thou, 
thou wretched man, when she bared her breast in supplication, 
thy mother ? I indeed, though I witnessed not that scene of 
misery, melt in my aged eyes with tears through wretched- 
ness. One thing however goes to the scale of my arguments ; 
thou art both hated by the Gods, and sufferest vengeance of 
thy mother, wandering about with madness and terrors ; why 
must I hear by the testimony of others, what it is in my power 
to see ? That thou mayest know then once for all, Mene- 
laus, do not things contrary to the Gods, through thy wishes 

^ ^X** for tvo\o9 it fit. 

^ ZijXctf, TO fAOUcapil^uf, ivTavBa ik dvri tov iiratw. SCHOL. 
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to assist this man. But suffer him to be slain by the citizens 
with stones, or set not thy foot on Spartan ground. But my 
daughter in dying met with justice, but it was not fitting that 
she should die by him*®. In other respects indeed have I 
been a happy man, except in my daughters, but in this I am 
not happy. 

Chor. He is enviable, who is fortunate in his children, and 
has not on him notorious calamities. 

Ores. O old man, I tremble to speak to thee, wherein I am 
about to grieve thee and thy mind. But I am unholy in that 
I slew my mother ; but holy at least in another point of view, 
having avenged my father. Let then thine age, which hin- 
ders me through fear from speaking, be removed out of the 
way of my words, and I will go on in a direct path ; but now 
do I fear thy grey hairs. What could I do ? for oppose the 
facts, two against two. My father indeed begat me, but thy 
daughter brought me forth, a field receiving the seed from 
another ; but without a father* there never could be a child. 
I reasoned therefore with myself, that I should assist the 
prime author of my birth rather than the aliment which under 
him produced me. But thy daughter (I am ashamed to call 
her mother), in secret and unchaste nuptials, had approached 
the bed of another man ; of myself, if I speak ill of her, shall 
I be speaking, but yet will I tell it. ^gisthus was her 
secret husband in her palace. Him I slew, and after him I 
sacrificed my mother, doing indeed unholy things, but avenging 
my father. But as touching those things for which thou 
threatenest that I must be stoned, hear, how I shall assist all 
Greece. For if the women shall arrive at such a pitch of 
boldness as to murder the men, making good their escape with 
regard to their children, seeking to captivate their pity by 
their breasts, it would be as nothing with them to slay their 
husbands, having any pretext that might chance ; but I hav- 
ing done dreadful things (as thou say est), have put a stop to 
this law, but hating my mother deservedly I slew her, who 
betrayed her husband absent from home in arms, the general- 
issimo of the whole land of Greece, and kept not her bed un- 

'« Conf. Ter. Eun. Act. v. Sc. 2. 

Non dedignum, Chaerea, 
Fecisti ; nam si ego digna hac contumelia 
Sum mazume, at tu indignuSf qui faceres, tameu. 
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defiled. But when she perceived that she had done amiss, 
she inflicted not vengeance on herself, but, that she might not 
suffer vengeance from her husband, punished and slew my 
father. By the Gods, (in no good cause have I named the 
Gods, pleading against a charge of murder,) had I by my 
silence praised my mother's actions, what then would the de- 
ceased have done to me ? To my mother indeed the Furies 
are present as allies, but would they not be present to him, 
who has received the greater injury ? Would he not, detesting 
me, have haunted me with the Furies ? Thou then, old 
man, by begetting a bad daughter, hast destroyed me ; for 
through her boldness deprived of my father, I became a ma- 
tricide. Dost see ? Telemachus slew not the wife of Ulysses, 
for she married not a husband on a husband, but her marriage- 
bed remains unpolluted in the palace. Dost see ? Apollo, 
who, dwelling in his habitation in the midst of the earth, gives 
the most clear oracles to mortals, by whom we are entirely 
guided, whatever he may say, on him relying slew I my mo- 
ther. *Twas he who erred, not I : what could I do ? Is not 
the Grod suflicient for me, who transfer the deed to him, to do 
away with the pollution ? Whither then can any fly for suc- 
cour, unless he that commanded me shall deliver me from 
death ? But say not these things have b^en done " not well ;" 
but say "not fortunately" for us who did them. But to 
whatsoever men their marriages are well established, there is 
a happy life, but to those to whom they fall not out well, with 
regard to their afiairs both at home and abroad they are unfor- 
tunate. 

Chor. Women were bom always to be in the way of what 
may happen to men, to the making of things unfortunate. 

Ttnd. Since thou art bold, and yieldest not to my speech, 
but thus answerest me so as to grieve my mind, thou wilt 
rather inflame me to urge thy death. But this I shall consider 
a handsome addition to those labours for which I came, namely^ 
to deck my daughter's tomb. For going to the multitude of 
the Argives assembled, I will rouse the state willing and not 
unwilling, to pass the sentence* of being stoned on thee and on 
thy sister ; but she is worthy of death rather than thee, who 
irritated thee against her mother, always pealing in thine ear 
words to increase thy hatred, relating dreams she had of Aga- 
memnon, and this also, that the infernal Gods detested the bed 

* Note E. 
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of -^gisthus ; for even here on earth it were hard to he endur- 
ed; until she set the house in flames with fire more strong 
than Yulcan's. — Menelaus, but to thee I speak this, and will 
moreover perform it. If thou regard my hate, and my alliance, 
ward not off death from this man in opposition to the Gods ; 
but suffer him to be slain by the citizens with stones, or set 
not thy foot on Spartan ground. Thus much having heard, 
depart, nor choose the impious for thy friends, passing over 
the pious. — But attendants, conduct us from this house. 

OfiES. Depart, that the remainder of my speech may reach 
this man uninterrupted by the clamours of thy age : Menelaus, 
whither dost thou roam in thought, entering on a double path 
of double care ? 

Mek. Suffer me ; having some thoughts within myself, I 
am perplexed to which side of fortune to turn me. • 

Ores. Do not make up thy opinion, but having first heard 
my words, then deliberate. 

Men. Say on ; for thou hast spoken rightly ; but there are 
seasojQS where silence may be better than talking, and there 
are seasons where talking may be better than silence. 

Ores. I will speak then forthwith : Long speeches have the 
preference before short ones, and are more plain to hear. Give 
thou to me nothing of what thou hast, O Menelaus, but what 
thou hast received from my father, return ; I mean not riches 
— ^yet riches, which are the most dear of what I possess, if thou 
wilt preserve my life. Say I am unj ust, I ought to receive from 
thee, instead of this evil, something contrary to what justice 
demands ; for Agamemnon my father having collected Greece 
in arms, in a way justice did not demand, went to Troy, not 
having erred himself, but in order to set right the error, and 
injustice of thy wife. This one thing indeed thou oughtest to 
give me for one thing, but he, as friends should for friends, of 
a truth exposed his person for thee toiling at the shield, that 
thou mightest receive back thy wife. Repay me then this 
kindness for that which thou receivedst/ there, toiling for one 
day in standing as my succour, not completing ten years. But 
the sacrifice of my sister, which Aulis received, this I suffer 
thee to have ; do not kill Hermione, / ash it not. For, I 
being in the state in which I now am, thou must of necessity 
have the advantage, and I must suffer it to be so. But grant 
my life to my wretched father, and my sister's, who has been 
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a virgin a lung time. For dying I shall leave my father's house 
destitute. Thou wilt say "impossible :" this is the very thing 
I have been urging, it behoves friends to help their friends in 
misfortunes. But when the God gives prosperity, what need 
is there of friends ? For the God himself sufficeth, being 
willing to assist. Thou appearest to all the Greeks to be fond 
of thy wife ; (and this I say, not stealing under thee imper- 
ceptibly with flattery ;) by her I implore thee ; O wretched 
me for my woes, to what have I come ? but why must I suffer 
thus ? For in behalf of the whole house I make this suppli- 
cation. O divine brother of my father, conceive that the 
dead man beneath the earth hears these things, and that his 
spirit is hovering over thee, and speaks what I speak. These 
things have I said, with tears, and groans, and miseries ^^, and 
have prayed earnestly, looking for preservation, which all, 
and not I only seek. 

Chob. I too implore thee, although a woman, yet still 
I implore thee to succour those in need, but thou art 
able. 

Men. Orestes, I indeed reverence thy person, and I am 
willing to labour with thee in thy misfortunes. For thus it 
is right to endure together the misfortunes of one*s relations, 
if the God gives the ability, even so far as to die, and to kill 
the adversary ; but this ability again I want from the Gods. 
For I am come having my single spear unaided by allies, 
having wandered with infinite labours with small assistance 
of friends left me. In battle therefore we cannot come off 
superior to Pelasgian Argos ; but if we can by soft speeches, 
to that hope are we equal. For how can any one achieve 
great actions with small means ? For when the rabble is in 
full force falling into a rage, it is equally difficult to extinguish 
as a fierce fire. But if one quietly yields to it as it is spread- 
ing, and gives in to it, watching well his opportunity, perhaps 
it may spend its rage, but when it has remitted from its blast, 
you may without difficulty have it your own way, as much 
as you please. For there is inherent in them pity, but there is 
inherent also vehement passion, to one who carefully watches 

*^ Of this passage the Scholiast gives two inteq)retations ; either it 
^ay mean fitTH iaKpvwv koI y6<av elirov.* or, iltrov TauTa ah SaKpva^ 
Kal yoovif Kul Pvfxipopdif fiyovv Xva fi"^ tux*** fobnwv Tcu^o/iat m, ci 
'fiTpcadfivai fit ta<rrf9. 
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his opportunity a most excellent advantage. But I will go 
and endeavour to persuade Tyndarus, and the city, to use their 
great power in a becoming manner. For a ship, the main 
sheet stretched out to a violent degree, is wont to pitch, but 
stands upright again, if you slacken the main sheet. For 
the God hates too great vehemence, and the citizens hate it ; 
but I must (I speak as I mean) save thee by wisdom, not by 
opposing my superiors. But I cannot by force, as perchance 
thou thinkest, preserve thee ; for it is no easy matter to erect 
from one single spear trophies from the evils, which are about 
thee. For never have we approached, the land of Argos by 
way of supplication ; but now there is necessity for the wise 
to become the slaves of fortune. 

Orestes, Chorus. 

Ores. O thou, a mere cipher in other things except in war- 
ring for the sake of a woman ; O thou most base in avenging 
thy friends, dost thou fly, turning away from me? But 
all Agamemnon's services are gone : thou wert then without 
friends, O my father, in thy affliction. Alas me ! I am be- 
trayed, and there no longer are any hopes, whither turning I 
may escape death from the Aigives. For he was the refuge 
of my safety. — ^But I see this most dear of men, Pylades, 
coming with hasty step from the Phocians, a pleasing sight, 
a man faithful in adversity, more grateful to behold than the 
calm to the mariners. 

Pylades, Orestes, Chorus. 

Ptl. I came through the city with a quicker step than I 
ought, haying heard of the council of state assembled, and 
seeing it plainly myself, against thee and thy sister, as about 
to kill you instantly. — ^What is this ? how art thou ? in what 
state, O most dear to me of my companions and kindred ? for 
all these things art thou to me. 

Ores. We are gone — ^briefly to shew thee my calamities. 

Pyl. Thou wilt have ruined me too; for the things of 
friends are common. 

Ores. Menelaus has behaved most basely towards me and 
my sister. 

Pyl. It is to be expected that the husband of a bad wife 
be bad. 
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Ores. He is come, and has done just as much for me as if 
he had not come. 

Ptl. What I is he in truth come to this land ? 

OsES. After a long season ; but nevertheless he was very 
soon discovered to be too base to his friends. 

PiL. And has he brought in his ship with him his most 
infamous wife ? 

Ores. Not he her, but she brought him hither. 

Pyl. "Where is she, who, bejond any woman *®, destroyed 
most of the Grecians ? 

Ores. In my palace, if I may indeed be allowed to call this 
mine. 

Ptl. But what words didst thou say to thy father's brother ? 

Ores. / requested him not to suffer me and my sister to be 
slain by the citizens. 

Ptl. By the Gods, what said he to this request ; this I 
wish to know. 

Ores. He declined, from motives of prudence, as bad friends 
act towards their friends. 

Ptl. Going on what ground of excuse? This having 
learnt, I am in possession of every thing. 

Ores. The father himself came, he that begat such excel- 
lent daughters. 

Ptl. Tyndarus you mean ; perhaps enraged with thee on 
account of his daughter. 

Ores. You are right : he paid more attention to his ties 
with him, than to his ties with my father. 

Ptl. And dared he not, being present, to take arms against 
thy troubles ? 

Ores. No : for he was not bom a warrior, but brave among 
women. 

Ptl. Thou art then in the greatest miseries, and it is neces- 
sary for thee to die. 

Ores. The citizens must pass their vote on us for the 
murder we have committed *^. 

Pyl. Which vote what will it decide ? tell me, for I am in fear. 

Ores. Either to die or live ; not many words on matters of 
great import. 

*• " Beyond any tooman** yvvri fita, this is a mode of expression fre- 
quently met with in the Attic writers, especially in Xenophon. 
'* iiri TtS <f>6»tp, TovTtari dtd t6v (povov, o» elpyavdfitda. Paraph. 
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Pyl. Come fly, and quit the palace with thy sister. 

Ores. Seest thou not ? we are watched by guards on every 
side. 

Pyl. I saw the streets of the city lined with arms. 

Ores. We are invested as to our persons, as a city by the 
enemy. 

Pyl. Now ask me also, what I suffer ; for I too am undone. 

Ores. By whom ? This would be an evil added to my evils. 

Pyl. Strophius, my father, being enraged, hath driven me 
an exile from his house. 

Ores. Bringing against thee some private charge, or one 
in common with the citizens ? 

Pyl. Because I perpetrated with thee the murder of thy 
mother, he banished me, calling me unholy. 

Ores. O thou unfortunate ! it seems tlutt thou also sufferest 
for my evils. 

Pyl. We have not Menelaus's manners — ^this must be borne. 

Ores. Dost thou not fear lest Argos should wish to kill 
thee, as it does also me ? 

Pyl. We do not belong to these to punish, but to the land 
of the Phocians. 

Ores. The populace is a terrible thing, when they have 
evil leaders. 

Pyl. But when they have good ones, they always deliber- 
ate good things. 

Ores. Be it so : we must speak on our common business. 

Pyl. On what affair of necessity ? 

Ores. Supposing I should go to the citizens, and say — 

Pyl. — that thou hast acted justly ? 

Ores. Ai/, avenging my father : 
. Pyl. I fear they might not receive thee gladly. 

Ores. But shall I die then shuddering in silence f 

Pyl. This were cowardly. 

Ores. How then can I do ? 

Pyl. Hast thou any chance of safety, if thou remainest ? 

Ores. I have none. 

Pyl. But going, is there any hope of thy being preserved 
from thy miseries ? 

Ores. Should it chance well, there might be. 

Pyl. Is not this then better than remaining ? 

Ores. Shall I go then ? 
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FiL. Dying thus, at least thou wilt die more honourahlj. 

Ores. And I have a just cause. 

Pyl. Only pray for its appearing so. 

Obes. Thou sayest well : this way I avoid the imputation 
of cowardice. 

Pyl. More than by tarrying here. 

Ores. And some one perchance may pity me — 

Pyl. Yes ; for thy nobleness of birth is a great thing. 

Ores. — ^indignant at my fathered death. 

Pyl. All this in prospect. 

Ores. Go I must, for it is not manly to die ingloriously. 

Pyl. These sentiments I praise. * 

Ores. Shall we then tell these things to my sister ? 

Pyl. No, by the Gods. 

Ores. Why, there might be tears. 

Pyl. This then is a great omen. 

Ores. Clearly it is better to be silent. 

Pyl. Thou art a gainer by delay. 

Ores. This one thing only opposes me. 

Pyl. What new thing again is this thou sayest ? 

Ores. I fear lest the goddesses should stop me with their 
tonnents. 

Pyl. But I will take care of thee. 

Ores. It is a difficult and dangerous task to touch a man 
thus disordered. 

Pyl. Not for me to touch thee. 

Ores. Take care how thou art partner of my madness. 

Pyl. Let not this be thought of. 

Ores. Wilt thou not then be timid to assist me ? 

Pyl. Noy for timidity is a great evil to friends. 

Ores. Go on now, the helm of my foot. 

Pyl. Having a charge worthy of a friend. 

Ores. And guide me to my father's tomb. 

Pyl. To what end is this ? 

Ores. That I may supplicate him to save me. 

Pyl. This at least is just. 

Ores. But let me not see my mother's monument. 

Pyl. For she was an enemy. But hasten, that the decree 
of the Argives condemn thee not before thou goest ; leaning 
thy side, weary with disease, on mine : since I will conduct 
thee through the city, little caring for the multitude, nothing 
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ashamed ; for where shall I shew myself thy friend, if I assist 
thee not when thou art in perilous condition ? 

Ores. This it is to have companions, not relationship 
alone ; so that a man who is congenial in manners, though a 
stranger in blood, is a better friend for a man to have, than 

ten thousand relatives. 

* 

Chorus. 

The great happiness, and the valour high sounding through- 
out Greece, and by the channels of the Simois, has again 
withdrawn from the fortune of the Atridae, as of old, from the 
ancient calamity of the house, when the strife of the golden 
lamb'^ arose among the descendants of Tantalus ; most shock- 
ing feasts, and the slaughter of noble children ; from whence 
murder responsive to murder fails not to attend on the two 
sons of Atreus. What seems good is not good, to gash the 
parents' skin with a fierce hand, and brandish the sword black- 
stained with blood in the sunbeams. But, on the other hand, 
to act wickedly ^^ is mad impiety, and the folly of evil- 
minded men. 

But the wretched daughter of Tyndarus in the fear of death 
shrieked out, " My son, thou darest impious deeds, killing thy 
mother ; do not, attending to the gratification of thy father, 
kindle an everlasting disgrace." 

What malady, or what tears, or what pity on earth is 
greater, than to imbrue one's hand in a mother's blood ? What 
a deed, what a deed having performed, does the son of Aga- 
memnon rave with madness, a prey to the Eumenides, marked 
for death, giddy with his rolling eyes ! O wretched on ac- 
count of his mother, when though seeing the breast bared 

* Thyestes and Atreus, haying a dispute about their father Pelops's 
kingdom, agreed, that whichever should discover the first prodigy should 
have possession of the throne. There appeared in Atreus's flock a golden 
lamb, which, however, Aerope his wife secretly had conveyed to Thyestes 
to shew before the judges. Atreus afterwards invited Thyestes to a feast, 
and served up before him Aglaiis, Orchomenus, and Caleus, three sons 
he had by his intrigues with Aerope. 

^' Alluding to the murder of Agamemnon by Clytemnestra. This is 
the interpretation and explanation of the Scholiast; but it is perhaps bet- 
ter translated, " but on the other hand to play the coward is grecU impietyt 
and the error of cotoardly -minded men ; *' the chorus meaning, that this 
might have been said of Orestes, had he not avenged his father. 
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&om the robe of golden texture, he stabbed the mother in re- 
taliation for the father's sufferings. 

Elegtra, Chobus. 

Eleg. Ye virgins, has the wretched Orestes, overcome 
with heaven-inflicted madness, rushed anj where from this 
house ? 

Chor. By no means ; but he is gone to the Argive people, 
to undergo the trial proposed regarding life, by which you 
mast either live or die. 

£l£G. Alas me I what thing has he done ? but who per- 
suaded him ? 

Chor. Pylades. — ^But this messenger seems soon about to 
inform us of what has passed there concerning thy brother. 

Messenger, Elegtba, Chorus. 

Mess. O wretched hapless daughter of the chief Agamem- 
non, revered Electra, hear the unfortunate words which I am 
come to bring. 

Eleg. Alas ! alas ! we are undone ; this thou signiflest 
by thy speech. For thou comest, as it seems, a messenger of 
woes. 

Mess. It has been carried by the vote of the Pelasgians, 
that thy brother and thou must die this day. 

Eleg. Ah me I the expected event has come, which long 
since fearing, I pined away vdth lamentations on account of 
what was in prospect. — But what was the debate ? What ar- 
guments amongst the Argives condemned us, and confirmed 
our sentence of death ? Tell me, old man, whether by the 
hand raised to stone me, or by the sword must I breathe out 
my soul, having this calamity in common with my brother ? 

Mess. I chanced indeed to be entering the gates from the 
country, anxious to hear both what regarded thee, and what 
regarded Orestes ; for at all times I had a favourable inclina- 
tion towards thy father : and thy house fed me, poor indeed, 
hut noble in my conduct towards friends. But I see the 
crowd going and sitting down on an eminence ; where they 
say Danaus first collected the people to a common council, 
when he suffered punishment at the hands of ^gyptus. But 
seeing this concourse, I asked one of the citizens, " What new 
thing is stirring in Argos ? Has any message from hostile 
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powers roased the city of the Danaids?" But he said, 
'^ Seest thou not this ^Orestes walking near us, who is about 
to run in the contest of life and death ?" But I see an unex- 
pected sight, which oh that I had never seen ! Pjlades and 
thy brother walking together, the one indeed broken with 
sickness, but the other, like a brother, sympathizing with his 
friend, tending his weakened state with fostering care. But 
when the assembly of the Argives was fuU, a herald stood 
forth and said, ^* Who wishes to speak on the question^ whether 
it is right that Orestes, who has killed his mother, should die, 
or not?" And on this Talthybius rises, who, in conjunction 
with thy father, laid waste the Phrygians. But he spoke 
words of divided import, being the constant slave of those in 
power ; struck with admiration indeed at thy father^ but not 
commending thy brother (speciously mixing up words of bad 
import), because he laid down no good laws towards his pa- 
rents : but he was continually casting a smiling glance on 
.ZGgisthus's friends. For such is this kind ; heralds always 
dance attendance on the prosperous; but that man is their 
friend, whoever may chance to have power in the state, and 
to be in office. But next to him prince Diomed harangued ; 
he indeed was for suffering them to kill neither thee nor thy 
brother, but hid them observe piety by punishing you with 
banishment. But some indeed murmured their assent, that he 
spoke well, but others praised him not ^2. And after him rises 
up some man, intemperate in speech, powerful in boldness, an 
Argive, yet not an Argive^, forced upon us, relying both on 
the tumult, and on igilorant boldness, prompt by persuasion 
to involve them in some mischief. (For when a man, sweet 
*n words, holding bad sentiments, persuades the multitude, it 
is a great evil to the city. But as many as always advise 
good things with understanding, although not at the present 
moment, eventually are of service to the state : but the intel- 
ligent leader ought to look to this, for the case is the same 
with the man who speaks words, and the man who approves 

« That is, blamed him. So St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 21, iiraivl<rm tJ/tas h 
ToOrta ; ovk iiraivS). Ter. And. Act. 11. Sc. 6. " Et, quod dicendum hie 
siet, Til quoque perparce nimium, non laudo." 

^ An Argive as far as he was bom there, and therefore ifvayKavfiivot'y 
not an Argiye, inasmuch as his parents were not of that state. This is 
supposed to allude to Cleophon. Schol. See Dindorf. 
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them.) Who said, that thej ought to kill Orestes and thee 
by stoning. But Tyndarus was privilj making up such sort 
of speeches for him who wished your death to speak. But 
another man stood up, and spoke in opposition to him, in form 
indeed not made to catch the eje ; but a man endued with the 
qualities of a man, rarely polluting the city, and the circle of 
the forum ; one who farmed his own land **, which class of 
persons*^ alone preserve the country, but prudent, and wish- 
ing the tenour of his conduct to be in unison with his words, 
nncormpted, one that had conformed to a blameless mode of 
living; he proposed to crown Orestes the son of Agamemnon,* 
who was willing to avenge his father by slaying a wicked and 
nnholy woman, who took this out of the power of men, and 
would no one have been the cause of arming the hand for war, 
nor undertaking an expedition, leaving his home, if those who 
are left destroy what is entrusted to their charge in the house, 
disgracing their husbands' beds. And to right-minded men 
at least he appeared to speak well : and none spoke besides, 
but thy brother advanced and said, " O inhabitants of the land 
of Inachus, avenging you no less than my father, I slew my 
mother, for if the murder of men shall become licensed to 
I women, ye no longer can escape dying, or ye must be slaves to 
your wives. But ye do the contrary to what ye ought to do. 
For now she that was false to the bed of my father is dead ; 
but if ye do indeed slay me, the law has lost its force, and no 
man can escape dying, forasmuch as there will be no lack of 
this audacity." 

But he persuaded not the people, though appearing to speak 
well. But that villain, who spoke among the multitude, over- 
^ comes him, he that harangued for the killing of thy brother 
[ and thee. But scarcely did the wretched Orestes persuade 
I them that he might not die by stoning ; but he promised that 
this day he would quit his life by self-slaughter together with 
' thee : — ^but Pylades is conducting him from the council, weep- 
ing : but his friends accompany him bewailing him, pitying 
him ; but he is coming a sad spectacle to thee, and a wretched 

^ This is the interpretation of one Scholiast ; another explains it. 
oUtiaK X'P"^*^ ipyal^6fitvo9. Grotius translates it (igricola, 
^ *• The same construction occurs in the Supplicants, 870. <^/\ots d' 
aX}}6^$ fjv ipiKoVf irapovci tc koX firi irapov<rtv' liv (of which sort of men) 
apidn^ o(f iroXOs, PoRSON. * See Note F. 
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sight. But prepare the sword, or the noose for thy neck, for 
thou must die, but thy nobleness of birth hath profited thee 
nothing, nor the Pjthian Phoebus who sits on the tripod, but 
hath destroyed thee. 

Chob. unhappy virgin ! how art thou dumb, casting thy 
muffled countenance towards the ground, as though about to 
run into a strain of groans and lamentations ! 

Elec. I begin the lament, O land of Greece, digging my 
white nail into my cheek, sad bleeding woe, and dashing my 
head, which** the lovely" goddess of the manes beneath the 
earth has to her share. And let the Cyclopian land^ howl, 
applying the steel to their head cropped of hair over the 
calamity of our house. This pity, this pity, proceeds for 
those who are about to die, who once were the princes of 
Greece. For it is gone, it is gone, the entire race of the 
children of Pelops has perished, and the happiness which once 
resided in these blest abodes. Envy from heaven has now 
seized it, and the harsh decree of blood in the state. Alas I 
alas ! race of mortals that endure for a day, full of tears, 
full of troubles, behold how contrary to expectation fate comes. 
But in the long lapse of time each different man receives by 
turns his different sufferings ^^ But the whole race of mortals 
is unstable and uncertain. 

Oh ! could I go to that rock stretched from Olympus in its 
loftiness midst heaven and earth by golden chains, that mass 
of clay borne round with rapid revolutions, that in my plaints 
I might cry out to my ancient father Tantdus ; who begat the 
progenitors of my family, who saw calamities, what time in 
the pursuing of steeds, Pelops in his car drawn by four horses 
perpetrated, as he drove, the murder of Myrtilus, hy casting 
him into the sea, hurling him down to the surge of the ocean, 
as he guided his car on the shore of the briny sea by Geraestus 

** Which, Knrvirov namely : oi/wxa and ktvitov are each governed by 
TiQiiva ; but it is not easy to find a single yerb in Englishvthat should be 
transitive to both these substantives. 

^ KaWiiraK^ lovely, not lovely in her children : so in PHoen. 1634. 

^ Argos, so called firom the Cyclopes, a nation of Thrace, who, being 
called in as allies, afterwards settled here. 

^ eripots may perhaps seem to make the construction plainer than 
cTe/oo« ; but Person has received the latter into his text on account of the 
metre. 
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foaming with its white hillows. Whence the haleful curse 
came on my house since, bj the agencj of Maia's son ^, there 
appeared the pernicious, pernicious prodigy of the golden - 
fleeced lamb, a birth which took place among the flocks of the 
warlike Atreus. On which both Discord drove back the 
winged chariot of the sun, directing it from the path of heaven 
leading to the west towards Aurora borne on her single horse ^^ 
And Jupiter drove back the course of the seven moving 
Pleiads another way : and from that period ^^ he sends deaths 
in succession to deaths, and " the feast of Thyestes," so named 
from Thyestes. And the bed of the Cretan Aerope deceitful 
in a deceitful marriage has come as a finishing stroke on me 
and my father, to the miserable destruction of our family. 

Chor. But see, thy brother is advancing, condemned by 
the vote of death, and Pylades the most faithful of all, a man 
Hke a brother, supporting the enfeebled limbs of Orestes, 
walking by his side^ with the foot of tender solicitude. 

Electra, Orestes, Pylades,' Chorus. 

£l£C. Alas me ! for I bewail thee, my brother, seeing thee 
before the tomb, and before the pyre of thy departed shade : 
alas me ! again and again, how am I bereft of* my senses, 
seeing with my eyes the very last sight of thee. 

Ores. Wilt thou not in silence, ceasing from womanish 
groans, make up thy mind to what is decreed ? These things 
indeed are lamentable, but yet we must bear our present fate. 

£leg. And how can I be silent ? We wretched no longer 
are permitted to view this light of the God. 

Ores. Do not thou kill me; I, the unhappy, have died 
enough already under the hands of the Argives ; but pass over 
our present ills. 

* Myrtilus was the son of Mercury, who therefore sowed this dissen- 
sion between the two brothers in revenge for his death by Pelops. See 
note at line 802. 

'' Some would understand by fiouonrtoXov not that Aurora was borne on 
one horse, but that this alteration in the course of nature took place for 
one day. Schol. 

** Kai aird T&vSef fyroi fi^nrA. Tavra, Paraph. 

^ Trapdatipot is used to signify a loose horse tied abreast of another in 
the shaft, and is technically termed " the outrigger." The metaphorical 
application of it to Pylades, who roluntarily attached himself to the 
Dusfortunes of his friend, is extremely beautiml. 
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Elec. O Orestes I oh wretched in thy youth, and thy fate, 
and thy untimely death, then oughtest thou to live, when thou 
art no more. 

Ores. Do not hy the Gods throw cowardice around me, 
bringing the remembrance of my woes so as to cause tears. 

Elec. We shall die; it is not possible not to groan our 
misfortunes ; for the dear life is a cause of pity to all mortals. 

Ores. This is the day appointed for us I but we must 
either fit the suspended noose, or whet the sword with our 
hand. 

Elec. Do thou then kill me, my brother ; let none of the 
Argives kill me, putting a contumely on the offspring of 
Agamemnon. 

Ores. I have enough of thy mother's blood, but thee I 
will not slay ; but die by thine own hand in whatever manner 
thou wilt. 

Elec. These things shall be; I will not be deserted by 
thy sword '^; but I wish to clasp my hands around thy neck. 

Ores. Thou enjoyest a vain gratification, if this be an cd- 
joyment, to throw thy hands around those who are hard at 
death's door. 

Elec. Oh thou most dear I oh thou that hast the desirable 
and most sweet name, and one soul with thy sister ! 

Ores. Thou wilt melt me ; and still I wish to answer thee 
in the endearment of encircling arms, for why am I any longer 
ashamed? O bosom of my sister, O dear object of my 
caresses, these embraces are allowed to us miserable beings 
instead of children and the bridal bed. 

Elec. Alas ! How can the same sword (if this request be 
lawful) kill usi, and one tomb wrought of cedar receive us ? 

Ores. This would be most sweet; but thou seest how 
destitute we are, in respect to being able to share our se- 
pulture. 

Elec. Did not Menelaus speak in behalf of thee, taking a 
decided part against thy death, the base man, the deserter of 
my father ? (Note G.) 

Ores. He shewed it not even in his countenance, but keep- 
ing his hopes on the sceptre, he was cautious how he saved 
his friends. But let be, he will die acting in a manner nobly, 

a* Or, " I wiU not be at all behind ihy elaughter.** 
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and most worthily of Agamemnon. And I indeed will shew 
my high descent to the citj, striking home to my heart with 
the sword ; but thee, on the other hand, it behoveth to act in 
concert with my bold attempts. But do thou, Pylades, be 
the umpire of our death, and well compose the bodies oT 
us when dead, and bury us together, bearing us to our father's 
tomb, ^d farewell — but I am going to the deed, as thou 
seest. 

Ptl. Hold. This one thing indeed first I bring in charge 
against thee — ^Dost thou think that I can wish to live when 
thou diest^? 

Ores. For how does it concern thee to die with me ? 

Ptl. Dost ask ? But how does it to live without thy com- 
pany? 

Ores. Thou didst not slay my mother, as I did, a wretch. 

Ptl. With thee I did at least ; I ought also to suffer these 
things in common with thee. 

C^s. Take thyself back to thy father, do not die with me. 
For thou indeed hast a city (but I no longer have), and the 
mansion of thy father, and a great harbour of wealth. But 
thou art frustrated in thy marriage with this unhappy virgin, 
whom I betrothed to thee, revering thy friendship. Never- 
theless do thou, contracting other nuptials, be a blest father, 
but the connexion between me and thee no longer subsists. 
But thou, O darling name of my converse, farewell, be happy, 
for this is not allowed me, but it is to thee ; for we, the dead, 
are deprived of happiness. 

PiL. Surely thou art wide astray from my purposes. Nor 
may the fruitful plain receive my blood, nor the bright air, if 
ever I betfaying thee, having freed myself, forsake thee ; for I 
committed the slaughter with thee (I will not deny it), and I 
planned all things, for which now thou sufFerest vengeance. 
Die then I must with thee and her together, for her, whose 
marriage I hav^ courted, I consider as my wife ; for what 
good excuse ever shall I give, going to the Delphian land to 
the citadel of the Phocians, I, who was present with you, your 
friend, before indeed you were unfortunate, but now, when 
you are unfortunate, am no longer thy friend ? It is not pos- 
sible — ^but these things are my care also. But since we are 

'^ ed in this passage interrogat oblique^ see Hoogeyeen, zvi. } 1. 15. 
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about to die, let us come to a common conference, how Mene- 
laus may be involved in our calamity. 

Ores. thou dearest man : for would I could see this and 
die! 

Ptl. Be persuaded then, but defer the slaughtering sword. 

Ores. I will defer, if any how I can avenge myself on my 
enemy. 

Pyii. Be silent then, for I have but small confidence in 
women. 

Ores. Do not at all fear these, for they are friends that are 
present. 

Pyl. Let us kill Helen, which will cause great grief to 
Menelaus. 

Ores. How ? for the wiU is here, if it can be done with 
glory. 

Pyl. Stabbing her ; but she is lurking in thy house. 

Ores. Yes indeed, and is putting her seal on all my effects. 

Pyl. But she shall seal no more, having Pluto for her 
bridegroom. 

Ores. And how can this be ? for she has a train of bar- 
barian attendants. 

Pyl. Whom ? for I would be afraid of no Phrygian. 

Ores. Such men as should preside over mirrors and scents. 

Pyl. For has she brought hither her Trojan fineries ? 

Ores. Oh yes I so that Greece is but a cottage for her. 

Pyl. a race of slaves is a mere nothing against a race that 
will not be slaves. 

Ores. In good truth, this if I could achieve, I shrink not 
from two deaths. 

Pyl. But neither do I indeed, if I could revenge thee at 
least. 

Ores. Disclose thy purpose, and go through it as thou 
sayest. 

Pyl. We will enter then the house, as men about to die. 

Ores. Thus far I comprehend, but the rest I do not com- 
prehend. 

Pyl. We will make our lamentation to her of the things 
we suffer. 

Ores. So that she shall weep, though joyed within her heart. 

Pyl. And the same things wiU be for us to do afterwards, 
which she does then. 
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Ores. Then how shall we finish the contest ? 

Pyl. We will wear our swords concealed beneath our robes. 

Ores. But what slaughter can there be before her at- 
tendants ? 

Pyl. We will bolt them out, scattered in different parts of 
the house. 

Ores. And him that is not silent we must kilL 

Ptl. Then the circumstances of the moment will point out 
what steps to take. 

Ores. To kill Helen, I understand the sign. 

Ptl. Thou seest : but hear on what honourable principles 
I meditate it For, if we draw our sword on a more modest 
woman, the murder would blot our names with infamj. But 
in the present instance, she shall suffer vengeance for the 
whole of Greece, whose fathers she slew, and made the brides 
bereaved of their spouses ; there shall be a shout, and they 
will kindle up fire to the Gods, praying for many blessings to 
fall to thee and me, inasmuch as we shed the blood of a wicked 
woman. But thou shalt not be called the matricide, when 
thou hast slain her, but dropping this name thou shalt arrive 
at better things, being styled the slayer of the havoc-dealing 
Helen. It never, never were right that Menelaus should be 
prosperous, and that thy father, and thee, and thy sister should 
die, and thy mother ; (this I forbear, for it is not decorous to 
mention ;) and that he should seize thy house, having re- 
covered his bride by the means of Agamemnon's valour. 
For may I live no longer, if I draw not my black sword upoli 
her. But if then we do not compass the murder of Helen, 
having fired the palace we will die, for we shall have glory, 
succeeding in one of these two things, nobly dying, or nobly 
rescued. 

Chqr. The daughter of Tyndarus is an object of detesta- 
tion to all women, being one that has given rise to scandal 
against the sex. 

Ores. Alas I There is no better thing than a real friend, 
not riches, not kingdoms ; but the popular applause becomes 
a thing of no account to receive in exchange for a generous 
friend. For thou contrivedst the destruction that befell 
-^Igisthus, and wast close to me in my dangers. But now 
again thou givest me to revenge me oi;i mine enemies, and art 
not out of the way — ^but I will leave off praising thee, since there 
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is some burthen even in this ^' to be praised to excess." But 
I altogether in a state of death, wish to do something to my 
foes and die, that I may in turn destroy those who betrayed 
me, and those may groan who also made me unhappy. I am 
the son of Agamemnon, who ruled over Greece by general 
consent ; no tyrant, but yet he had the power as it were of a 
God, whom I will not disgrace, suffering a slavish death, but 
breathe out my soul in freedom, but on Menelaus will I re- 
venge me. For if we could gain this one thing, we should be 
prosperous, if from any chance safety should come unhoped 
for on the slayers then^ not the slain : this I pray for. For 
what I wish is sweet to delight the mind without fear of cost, 
though with but fleeting words uttered through the mouth. 

Eleg. I, O brother, think that this very thing brings safe- 
ty to thee, and thy friend, and in the third place to me. 

Obes. Thou meanest the providence of the Gods : but 
where is this ? for I know that there is understanding in thy 
mind. 

£lec. Hear me then, and thou too give thy attention. 

Obes. Speak, since the existing prospect of good affords 
some pleasure. 

Elec. Art thou acquainted with the daughter of Helen ? 
Thou knowest her of whom I ask. 

Obes. I know her, Hermione, whom my mother brought up. 

Elec. She is gone to Clytemnestra's tomb. 

Obes. For what purpose ? what hope dost thou suggest ? 

Elec. To pour libations on the tomb in behalf of her 
mother. 

Obes. And what is this, thou hast told me of, that regards 
our safety ? 

Elec. Seize her as a pledge as she is coming back. 

Obes. What remedy for the three friends is this thou 
sayest ? 

Elec. When Helen is dead, if Menelaus does any harm to 
thee or Pylades, or me (for this firm of friendship is all one), 
say that thou wilt kill Hermione ; but thou oughtest to draw 
thy sword, and hold it to the neck of the virgin. And if in- 
deed Menelaus save thee, anxious that the virgin may not die ; 
when he sees Helen's corse weltering in blood, give back the 
virgin for her father to enjoy ; but should he, not governing 
his angry temper, slay thee, do thou also plunge the sword 
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into the virgin's neck, and I think that he, though at first he 
come to us very big, will after a season soften his heart ; for 
neither is he brave nor valiant : this is the fortress of our 
safety that I have ; mj arguments on the subject have been 
spoken. 

Ores. O thou that hast indeed the mind of a man, but a 
form among women beautiful, to what a degree art thou more 
worthy of life than death I Pylades, wilt thou miserably be 
disappointed of such a woman, or dwelling with her obtain 
this happy marriage ? 

Pyl. For would it could be so I and she could come to the 
city of the Phocians meeting with her deserts in splendid 
nuptials ! 

Ores. But when will Hermione come to the house ? Since 
for the rest thou saidst most admirably, if we could succeed in 
taking the whelp of the impious father. 

Elec. Even now I guess that she must be near the house, 
for tpith this supposition the space itself of the time coincides. 

Ores. It is well ; do thou therefore, my sister Electra, 
waiting before the house, meet the arrival of the virgin. And 
watch, lest any one, either some ally, or the brother of my 
father, should be beforehand with us coming to the palace : 
and make some noise towards the house, either knocking at 
the doors, or pending thy voice within. But let us, O Pyla- 
des (for thou undertakest this labour with me), entering in, 
arm our hands with the sword to one last attempt. O my fa- 
ther, that inhabitest the realms of gloomy night, Orestes thy 
son invokes thee to come a succour to thy suppliants ; for on 
thy account I wretched suffer unjustly, and am betrayed by thy 
brother, myself having acted justly : whose wife I wish to 
take and destroy ; but be thou our accomplice in this affair. 

Elec. O father, come then, if beneath the earth thou hear- 
est thy children calling, who die for thee. 

Pyl. O thou relation^ of my father, give ear, Agamem- 
non, to my prayers also, preserve thy children. 

Ores. I slew my mother. 

Pyl. But I directed the sword. 

Elec. But I at least incited you, and freed you from delay. 

Ores. Succouring thee, my father. 

^ Strophius, the father of Pylades, married Ajiazibia, Agamemnon's 
sister. 
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Elec. Neither did I forsake thee. 

PrL. Wilt thou not therefore, hearing these things that are 
brought against thee ^, defend thy children ? 

Ores. I pour libations on thee with my tears. 

Elec. And I with lamentations. 

Pyl. Cease, and let us haste forth to the work, for if pray- 
ers penetrate under the earth, he hears ; but, O Jove our an- 
cestor, and thou revered deity of justice, grant us to succeed, 
him, and myself, and this virgin, for over us three friends one 
hazard, one cause impends, either for all to live, or all to die ! 

Electra, Chobus. 

Elec. O dear Mycenian virgins, who have the first place 
at the Pelasgian seat of the Argives ; — 

Chor. What voice art thou uttering, my respected mis- 
tress ? for this appellation still awaits thee in the city of the 
Danaids. 

Elec. Arrange yourselves, some of you in this beaten way, 
and some there, in that other path, to guard the house. 

Chor. But on what account dost thou command this, tell 
me, my friend. 

Elec Fear possesses me, lest any one being in the palace, 
on account of this murderous deed, should contrive evils on 
evils. 

Semichor. Go, let us hasten, I indeed will guard this path, 
that tends towards where the sun flings his first rays. 

Semichor. And I indeed this, which leads towards the west. 

Elec. Now turn the glances of your eyes around in every 
position, now here, now there, then take some other view. 

Chor. We are, as thou commandest. 

Elec. Now roll your eyelids over your pupils, glance them 
every way through your ringlets. 

Semichor. Is this any one here appearing in the path ? — 
Who is this rustic that is standing about thy palace ? 

Elec. We are undone then, my friends ; he will immedi- 
ately shew to the enemy the lurking beasts of prey armed with 
their swords. 

Semichor. Be not afraid, the path is clear, which thou 
thinkest not. 

" 6vildri, Ttov tiitpytai&if tAs iirofivrio'tit. ScHOL. Ter. And. i. 1. " ist- 
hsec commemoratio quasi ezprobratio est immemoris benefici." 
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Eleg. But what ?— does all with you remain secure ? Give 
me some good report, whether the space before the hall be 
empty? • 

Sehighob. All here at least is well, but look to thy pro- 
vince, for no one of the Danaids is approaching towards us. 

Semichob. Thy report agrees with mine, for neither is 
there a disturbance here. 

Eleg. Come now, — ^I will listen at the door : why do ye 
delay, ye that are within, to sacrifice the victim, now that ye 

are in quiet ? They hear not : Alas me ! wretched in 

misery ! Are the swords then struck dumb at her beauty ? 
Perhaps some Argive in arms rushing in with the foot of suc- 
cour will approach the palace. — Now watch more carefully ; 
it is no contest that admits delay ; but turn t/our eyes some 
this way, and some that. 

Chob. I turn each different way, looking about on all sides. 

Helen, (within,) Oh! Pelasgian Ai'gps ! I am miserably 
slain! 

Eleg. Heard ye ? The men are employing their head in 
the murder. — ^It is the shriek of Helen, as I may conjecture. 

Semichor. eternal might of Jove, come to assist my 
friends in every way. 

Hel. Menelaus, I die ! But thou art at hand, and dost not 
help me I 

Eleg. Kill, strike, slay, plunging with your hands the two 
double-edged swords into the deserter of her father, the de- 
serter of her husband, who destroyed numbers of the Grecians 
perishing by the spear at the river, whence tears fell into 
conjunction with tears, fell on account of the iron weapons 
around the whirlpools of Scamander. 

Chor. Be still, be still : I heard the sound of some one 
coming along the path around the palace. 

Eleg. O most dear women, in the midst of the slaughter 
behold Hermione is present ; let us cease from our clamour, 
for she comes about to fall into the meshes of our toils. A 
goodly prey will she be, if she be taken. Again to your sta- 
tions with a calm countenance, and with a colour that shall 
not give evidence of what has been done. I too will preserve 
a pensive cast of countenance, as though perfectly unac- 
quainted with what has happened. 
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Hermione, Electba, Chorus. 

Elec. virgin, art thou come from crowning Cljtemnes- 
tra's tomb, and pouring libations to her manes ? 

Hehm. I am come, having obtained her good services ; but 
some terror has come upon me, on account of the noise in the 
palace, which I hear being a far distance off the house. 

Elec. But why ? There have happened to us things wor- 
thy of groans. 

Herm. Speak good words ; but what news dost thou tell me ? 

Elec. It has been decreed by this land, that Orestes and I 
die. 

Heru. No, I hope not so ; you, who are my relations. 

Elec. It is fixed ; but we stand under the yoke of necessity. 

Herm. Was the noise then in the house on this account ? 

Elec. For falling down a suppliant at the knees of Helen, 
he cries out-' 

Herm:. Who ? for I know no more, except thou tellest me. 

Elec. The wretched Orestes, that he may not die, and in 
behalf of me. 

Herm. For a just reason then the house lamented. 

Elec. For on what other account should one rather cry 
out ? But come, and join in supplication with thy friends, 
falling down before thy mother, the supremely blest, that 
Menelaus will not see us perish. But, O thou, that receivedst 
thy education at the hands of my mother, pity us, and alleviate 
our sufferings. Come hither to the trial ; but I will lead the 
way, for thou alone hast the ends of our preservation. 

Herm. Behold I direct my footstep towards the house. Be 
preserved, as far as lies in me. 

Elec. O ye in the house, my dear warriors, will ye not 
take your prey ? 

Herm. Alas me ! who are these I see ? 

Ores, (advancing.) Thou must be silent; for thou art 
come to preserve us, not thyself. 

Elec. Hold her, hold her ; and pointing a sword to her 
neck be silent, that Menelaus may know, that having foand 
men, not Phrygian cowards, he has treated them in a manner 
he should treat cowards. What ho I what ho ! my friends, 
make a noise, a noise, and shout before the palace, that the 
murder that is perpetrated spread not a dread alarm amongst 
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the Argives, so that they run to assist to the king's palace, 
before I plainly see the slaughtered Helen lying weltering in 
ter blood within the house, or else we hear the report from 
some of her attendants. For part of the havoc I know, and 
part not accurately. 

Choe. With justice came the vengeance of the Gods on 
Helen. For she filled the whole of •Greece with tears on 
account of the ruthless, ruthless Idean Paris, who brought 
the Grecian state to Ilium. But be silent, for the bolts of 
the royal mansion resound, for some one of the Phrygians 
comes forth, from whom we shall hear of the affairs within 
the house, in what state they are. 

Phbtgian, Chobus. 

Phkt. I have escaped from death by the Argive sword 
in these barbaric slippers, climbing over the cedar beams of 
the bed and the Doric triglyphs, by the flight of a barbarian ^. 
Thou art gone, thou art gone, O my country, my country ! 
Alas me ! whither can I escape, O strangers, flying through 
the hoary air, or the sea, which the Ocean, with head in shape 
like a bull's, rolling with his arms encircles the earth ? 

Chor. But what is the matter, O attendant of Helen, thou 
man of Ida ? 

Phry. O Hion, Dion! alas me! O thou fertile Phrygian 
city, thou sacred mount of Ida, how do I lament for thee 
destroyed, a sad^^, sad strain for my barbaric voice, on ac- 
count of that form of the hapless, hapless Helen, bom from a 
bird, the offspring of the beauteous Leda in shape of a swan, 
the fiend of the splendid Apollonian Pergamus ! Alas ! Oh ! 
lamentations ! lamentations I O wretched Dardania, warlike 
school*® of Ganymede, the companion of Jove ! 

Chob. Relate to us clearly each circumstance that hap- 
pened in the house, for I do not understand your former 
account, but merely conjecture. 

Phby. AtXivov, aiKivovy the Barbarians begin the song of 
death in the language of Asia, Alas ! alas ! when the blood 
of kings has been poured on the earth by the ruthless swords 

^ i. e. being a barbarian, and therefore not knowing whither to go. 
* dpixciTttov, such a strain as that raised over Hector, iXKOfiivw, did 
rou Apfiarov. See two other explanations in the Scholia. 
** Imrocruvaf firts vvrjpx^^ tiririjXaa'io tow F. BllUNCK. 
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of death. There came to the palace (that I may relate each 
circumstance) two Grecians, lions, of the one the leader of 
the Grecian host was said to be the father, the other the son 
of Strophius, a man of dark design ; such was Ulysses, se- 
cretly treacherous, but faithful to his friends, bold in battle, 
skilled in war, cruel as the dragon. May he perish for his 
deep concealed design, the worker of evil I But they having 
advanced within her chamber, whom the archer Paris had as 
his wife, their eyes bathed with tears, they sat down in hum- 
ble mien, one on each side of her, on the right and on the 
left, armed with swords. And around her knees did they 
both fling their suppliant hands, around the knees of Helen 
did they fling them. But the Phrygian attendants sprung up, 
and fled in amazement : and one called out to another in ter- 
ror. See, lest there be treachery. To some indeed there ap- 
peared no danger ; but to others the dragon stained with his 
mother's blood appeared bent to enfold in his closest toils the 
daughter of Tyndarus. 

Chor. But where wert thou then, or hadst thou long be- 
fore fled through fear ? 

Phry. After the Phrygian fashion I chanced with the close 
circle of feathers to be fanning the gale, that sported in the 
ringlets of Helen, before her cheek, after the barbaric fashion. 
But she was winding with her fingers the flax round the dis- 
tafl*, but what she had spun she let fall on the ground, desirous 
of making from the Phrygian spoils a robe of purple as an 
ornament for the tomb, a gift to Clytemnestra. But Orestes 
entreated the Spartan girl ; " daughter of Jove, here, place 
thy footstep on the ground, rising from thy seat, come to the 
place of our ancestor Pelops, the ancient altar, that thou 
mayest hear my words." And he leads her, but she followed, 
not dreaming of what was about to happen. But his accom- 
plice, the wicked Phocian, attended to other points. " Will 
ye not depart from out of the way, but are the Phrygians 
always vile ?" and he bolted us out scattered in diflerent parts 
of the house, some in the stables of the horses, and some in 
the out-houses, and some here and there, dispersing them some 
one way, some another, afar from their mistress. 

Chor. What calamity took place after this ? 

Phry. powerful, powerful Idean mother, alas ! alas ! the 
murderous suflerings, and the lawless evils, which I saw, I 
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saw in the royal palace I From beneath their purple robes 
concealed having their drawn swords in their hands, they 
turned each his eye on either side, lest any one might chance 
to be present. But like mountain boars standing over against 
the lady, they say, " Thou shalt die, thou shalt die ! thy vile 
husband kills thee, having given up the offspring of his bro- 
ther to die at Argos." But she shrieked out. Ah me I ah me ! 
and throwing her white arm on her breast inflicted on her 
head miserable blows, and, her feet turned to flight, she 
stepped, she stepped with her golden sandals ; but Orestes 
thrusting his fingers into her hair, outstripping her flight ^\ 
bending back her neck over his left shoulder, was about to 
plunge the black sword into her throat 

Chor. Where then were the Phrygians, who dwell under 
the same roof, to assist her ? 

Phry. With a clamour having burst by means of bars the 
doors and cells where we were waiting, we run to her assist- 
ance, each to different parts of the house, one bringing stones, 
another spears, another having a long-handled sword in his 
hand. But Pylades came against us, impetuous, like as the 
Phrygian Hector or Ajax in his triple-crested helmet, whom 
I saw, I saw at the gates of Priam : but we clashed together 
the points of our swords : then indeed, then did the Phrygians 
give clear proof how inferior we were in the force of Mars to 
the spear of Greece. One indeed turning away, a fugitive, 
but another wounded, and another deprecating the death that 
threatened him : but under favour of the darkness we fled : 
and the corses fell, but some staggered, and some lay prostrate. 
But the wretched Hermione came to the house at the time 
when her murdered mother fell to Hhe ground, that unhappy 
woman that gave her birth. And running upon her as Bac- 
chanals without their thyrsus, as a heifer in the mountains 
they bore her away in their hands, and again eagerly rushed 
upon the daughter of Jove to slay her. But she vanished 
altogether from the chamber through the palace. O Jupiter 
and earth, and light, and darkness ! or by her enchantments, 
or by the art of magic, or by the stealth of the Gods. But 
of what followed I know no farther, for I sped in stealth my 
foot from the palace. But Menelaus having endured many, 

*^ Literally, her Mycenian slipper. 
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manj severe toils, has received back from Troj the violated 
rites of Helen to no purpose. 

Chor. And see something strange succeeds to these strange 
things, for I see Orestes with his sword drawn walking before 
the palace with agitated step. 

Orestes, Phrtgian, Chorus. 

Ores. Where is he that fled from mj sword out of the 
palace ? 

Phrt. I supplicate thee, O king, falling prostrate before 
thee after the barbaric fashion. 

Ores. The case before us is not in Dium, but the Argive 
land. 

Phrt. In every region to live is sweeter than to die, in the 
opinion of the wise. 

Ores. Didst thou not raise a cry for Menelaus to come 
with succour ? 

Phry. I indeed am present on purpose to assist thee ; for 
thou art the more worthy. 

Ores. Perished then the daughter of Tyndarus justly? 

Phrt. Most justly, even had she three lives for vengeance. 

Ores. With thy tongue dost thou flatter, not having these 
sentiments within ? 

Phrt. For ought she not? She who utterly destroyed 
Greece as well as the Phrygians themselves ? 

Ores. Swear, I will kill thee else, that thou art not speak- 
ing to curry favour with me. 

Phrt. By my life have I sworn, which I should wish to 
hold a sacred oath. 

Ores. Was the steel thus dreadful to all the Phrygians at 
Troy also ? 

Phrt. Remove thy sword, for being so near me it gleams 
horrid slaughter. 

Ores. Art thou afraid, lest thou shouldest become a rock, 
as though looking on the Gorgon ? 

Phrt. Lest I should become a corse, but I know not of the 
Gordon's head. 

Ores. Slave as thou art, dost thou fear death, which will 
rid thee from thy woes ? 

Phrt. Every one, although a man be a slave, rejoices to 
behold the light. 
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Ob£8. Thou sayest well; thy understanding saves thee, 
but go into the house. 

Phrt. Thou wilt not kill me then ? 

Obes. Thou art pardoned. 

Phrt. This is good word thou hast spoken. 

Ores. Yet we may change our measures. 

Phrt. But this thou sayest not well. 

Ores. Thou art a fool, if thou thinkest I could endure to 
defile me by smiting thy neck, for neither art thou a woman, 
nor oaghtest thou to be ranked among men. But that thou 
mightest not raise a clamour came I forth put of the house : 
for Argos, when it has heard a noise, is soon roused, but we 
have no dread in meeting Menelaus, as far as swords go ; but 
let him come exulting with his golden ringlets flowing over 
his shoulders, for if he collects the Argives, and brings them 
against the palace seeking revenge for the death of Helen, 
and is not willing to let me be in safety, and my sister, and 
Pylades my accomplice in this affair, he shall see two corses, 
both the virgin and his wife. 

Chorus. 

Alas ! alas ! O fate, the house of the Atridae again falls 
into another, another fearful struggle. 

Seiqchor. What shall we do i shall we carry these tidings 
to the city, or shall we keep in silence ? 

Semichor. This is the safer plan, my friends. 

Semighor. Behold before the house, behold this smoke 
leaping aloft in the air portends something, 

Semighor. They are lighting the torches, as about to bum 
down the mansion of Tantalus, nor do they forbear from 
murder. 

Chor. The God rules the events that happen to mortals, 
whichsoever way he wills. But some vast power by the in- 
stigation of the Furies has struck, has struck these palaces to 
the shedding of blood on account of the fall of Myrtilus from 
the chariot. 

But lo ! I see Menelaus also here approaching the house 
with a quick step, having by some means or other perceived 
the calamity which now is present. Will ye not antici- 
pate him by closing the gates with bolts, O ye children of 
Atreus, who are in the palace ? A man in prosperity is a 
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terrible thing to those in adversity, as now thou art in misery, 
Orestes. 

Menelaus beknvy Orestes, Ftlabes, Electra, Hermione 

abovcy Chorus. 

Men. I am present, having heard the horrid and atrocious 
deeds of the two Uons, for I call them not men. For I have 
now heard of my wife, that she died not, but vanished away, 
this that I heard was empty report, which one deceived by 
fright related ; but these are the artifices of the matricide, and 
much derision. Open some one the door, my attendants I 
command to burst open these gates here, that my child at least 
we may deliver from the hand of these blood-polluted men, 
and may receive my unhappy, my miserable lady, with whom 
those murderers of my wife must die by my hand. 

Ohes. What ho there I Touch not these gates with thine 
hands : to Menelaus I speak, that thou towerest in thy bold- 
ness, or with this pinnacle will I crush thy head, having rent 
down the ancient battlement, the labour of the builders. ' But 
the gates are made fast with bolts, which will hinder thee 
from thy purpose of bringing aid, so that thou canst not pass 
within the psdace. 

Men. Ha ! what is this ? I see the blaze of torches, and 
these stationed on the battlements, on the height of the palace, 
and the sword placed over the neck of my daughter to guard 
her. 

Ores. Whether is it thy will to question, or to hear me ? 

Men. I wish neither, but it is necessary, as it seems, to hear 
thee. 

Ores. I am about to slay thy daughter if thou wish to 
know. 

Men. Having slain Helen, dost thou perpetrate murder on 
murder ? 

Ores. For would I had gained my purpose not being de- 
luded, as I was, by the Gods. 

Men. Thou hast slain her, and deniest it, and speakest 
these things to insult me. 

Ores. It is a denial that gives me pain, for would that — 

Men. Thou had done what deed? for thou caUest forth 
alarm. 

Ores. I had hurled to heU the fury of Greece. 
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Men. Give back the body of my wife, that I may bury her 
in a tomb. 

Ores. Ask her of the Gods ; but I will slay thy daughter. 

Men. The matricide contrives murder on murder. 

Ores. The avenger of his father, whom thou gavest up 
to die. 

Men. Was not the blood of thy mother formerly shed 
sufficient for thee ? 

Ores. I should not be weary of slaying wicked women, 
were I to slay them for ever. 

Men. Art thou also, Pylades, a partaker in this murder ? 

Ores. By his silence he assents, but if I speak, it will be 
sufficient. 

Men. But not with impunity, unless indeed thou fliest on 
^ngs. 

Ores. We will not fly, but will set fire to the palace ? 

Men. What ! wilt thou destroy thy father's mansion ? 

Ores. Yes, that thou mayest not possess it, will I, having 
stabbed this virgin here over the flames. 

Men. Slay her ; since having slain thou shalt at least give 
me satisfaction for these deeds. 

Ores. It shall be so then. 

Men. Alas ! on no account do this ! 

Ores. Be silent then ; but bear to suffer evil justly. 

Men. What ! is it just for thee to live ? 

Ores. Yes, and to rule over the land. 

Men. What land? 

Ores. Here, in Pelasgian Argos. 

Men. Well wouldst thou touch the sacred lavers I 

Ores. And pray why not ? 

Men. And wouldst slaughter the victim before the battle I 

Ores. And thou wouldst most righteously. 

Men. Yes, for I am pure as to my hands. 

Ores. But not thy heart. 

Men. Who would speak to thee ? 

Ores. Whoever loves his father. 

Men.' And whoever reveres his mother. 

Ores. — ^Is happy. 

Men. Not thou at least. 

Ores. For wicked women please me not. 

Men. Take away the sword from my daughter. 
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Ores. Thou art false in thy expectations. 

Men. But wilt thou kill my daughter ? 

Ores. Thou art no longer false. 

Men. Alas me ! what shall I do ? 

Ores. Go to the Argiyes, and persuade them. 

Men. With what persuasion ? 

Ores. Beseech the city that we may not die.* 

Men. Otherwise ye will slay my daughter ? 

Ores. The thing is so. 

Men, O wretched Helen ! — 

Ores. And am I not wretched ? 

Men. I brought thee hither from the Trojans to be a yictim. 

Ores. For would this were so ! 

Men. Having endured ten thousand toils. 

Ores. Except on my account. 

Men. I have met with dreadful treatment. 

Ores. For then, when ^ou oughtest, thou wert of no 
assistance. 

Men. Thou hast me. 

Ores. Thou at least hast caught thyself. But, ho there I 
set fire to the palace, Electra, from beneath ; and thou, 
Pylades, the most true of my friends, light up these battle- 
ments of the walls. 

Men. land of the Danai, and inhabitants of warlike 
Argos, will ye not, ho there ! come in arms to my succour ? 
For this man here, having perpetrated the shocking murder of 
his mother, brings destruction on your whole city, that he 
may live. 

Apollo. 

Menelaus, cease from thy irritated state of mind ; I Phoebus 
the son of Latona, in thy presence, am addressing thee. 
Thou too, Orestes, who standest over that damsel with thy 
sword drawn, that thou mayest know what commands I bring 
with me. Helen indeed, whom thou minded to destroy, 
working Menelaus to anger, didst fail of thy purpose, she is 
here, whom ye see wrapt in the bosom of the sky, preserved, 
and not slain by thy hands. Her I preserved, and snatched 
from thy sword, commanded by my father Jove. For being 
the daughter of Jove, it is right that she should live immortal. 
And she shall have her seat by Castor and Pollux in the 

* Read OaviXv with Pors. Dmd. 
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bosom of the sky, the guardian of mariners. But take to 
thyself another bride, and lead her home, since for the beauty 
of this woman the Gods brought together the Greeks and 
Trojans, and caused deaths, that thej might draw from off the 
earth the pride of mortals, who had become an infinite multi- 
tude. Thus is it with regard to Helen; but thee, on the 
other hand, Orestes, it beh'oveth, having passed beyond the 
boandaries of this land, to inhabit the Parrhasian plain during 
the revolution of a year, and it shall be called by a name after 
thj flight, so that the Azanes and Arcadians shall call it 
Oresteam: and thence having departed to the city of the 
Athenians, undergo the charge of shedding thy mother's blood 
laid by the three Furies. But the Gods the arbiters of the 
cause shall pass on thee most sacredly their decree on the hill 
of Mars, in which it behoveth thee to be victorious. But 
Hermione, to whose neck thou art holding the sword, it is 
destined for thee, Orestes, to wed, but Neoptolemus, who 
thinks to marry her, shall never marry her. For it is fated 
to him to die by the Delphic sword, as he is demanding of 
me satisfaction for his father Achilles. But to Pylades give 
thy sister's hand, as thou didst formerly agree, but a happy" 
life now coming on awaits him. But, O Menelaus, suffer 
Orestes to reign over Argos. But depart and rule over the 
Spartan land, having it as thy wife's dowry, who exposing 
thee to numberless evils always was bringing thee to this. 
But what regards the city I will make all right for him, I, 
who compelled him to slay his mother. 

Ores. O Loxian prophet, thou wert not then a false pro- 
phet in thine oracles, but a true one. And yet a fear comes 
apon me, that having heard one of the Furies, I might think 
that I have been hearing thy voice. But it is well fulfilled, 
and I will obey thy words. Behold I let go Hermione from 
slaughter, and approve her alliance, whenever her father shall 
give her. 

Men. Helen, daughter of Jove, hail I but I bless thee 
inhabiting the happy mansions of the Gods. But to thee, 
Orestes, do I betroth my daughter at Phoebus' commands, but 
illustrious thyself marrying from an illustrious family, be 
happy, both thou and I .who give her. 
, Apol. Now depart each of you whither we have appoint- 
ed, and'dissolve your quarrels. 

G 2 
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Men. It is our duty to obey. 

Obes. I too entertain the same sentiments, and I receive 
with friendship thee in thy sufferings, O Menelaus, and thy 
oracles, O Apollo. 

Apol. Go now, each his own way, honouring the most ex- 
cellent goddess Peace ; but I will convey Helen to the man- 
sions of Jove, passing through the pole of the shining stars, 
where sitting by Juno, and Hercules' Hebe, a goddess, she 
shall ever be honoured by mortals with libations, in conjunc- 
tion with the Tyndaridse, the sons of Jove, presiding over the 
sea to the benefit of mariners. 

Chor. O greatly glorious Victory, mayest thou uphold my 
life, and cease not from crowning me ! 


ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


A. But Dindorf reads KTVTrovrj i^yayer, ovxt; interrogatively, thus: 
" Ye were making a noise. Will ye not .... enable him/' etc. ? 

B. Dindorf would continue this verse to Orestes. 

C. Dindorf supposes something to be wanting after vs. 314. 

D. The use oidXXoc ^repoc is learnedly illustrated by Dindorf. 

E. Elmsley, on Heracl. 852, more simply regards the datives vol fry r 
iLhik^ri as dependent upon Ivunitrait understanding cSenre .^ovvcu dixriv. 
This is better than to suppose (with Porson) that dovvai d'uctiv can mean 
to inflict punishment. 

F. Dindorf (in his notes) agrees with Porson in omitting the fol- 
lowing verse, 

G. Dindorf s text and punctuation must be altered. 
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PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

JOCASTA. 

TUTOR. 

ANTIGONE. 

CHORUS OF PHCENICIAN VIRGINS. 

POLYNICES. 

ETEOCLES. 

CREON. 

MENCECEUS. 

TIRECIAS. 

MESSENGERS. 

(EDIPUS. 

The Scene U in the Court before the royal palace at Thebes. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Etboclbs having gotten possession' of the throne of Thebes, deprived Kis 
brother Polynices of his share ; but he having come as an exile to Argos, 
married the daughter of the king Adrastus ; but ambitious of returning 
to his country, and having persuaded his father-in-law, he assembled a 
great army for Thebes against his brother. His mother Jocasta made 
him come into the city, under sanction of a truce, and first confer witli 
his brother respecting the empire. But Eteocles' being violent and fierce 
from having possessed the empire, Jocasta could not reconcile her chil- 
dren. — Polynices, prepared as against an enemy, rushed out of the city* 
Now Tiresias prophesied that victory should be on the side of the 
Thebans, if Menceceus the son of Greon would give himself up to be sacri- 
ficed to Mars. Greon refused to give his son to the city, but the youth 
was willing, and, his father pointing out to him the means of flight and 
giving him money, he put himself to death. — ^The Thebans slew the 
leaders of the Argives. Eteocles and Polynices in a single combat slew 
each other, and their mother having found the corses of her sons laid 
violent hands on herself; and Greon her brother received the kingdom. 
The Argives defeated in battle retired. But Greon, being morose, would 
not give up those of the enemy who had fallen at Thebes, for sepulture, 
and exposed the body of Polynices without burial, and banished OSdipus 
from his country ; in the one instance disregarding the laws of humanity, 
in the other giving way to passion, nor feeling pity for him after his 
calamity. 
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JOGAfiTA. 

THOU that cuttest thj path through the constellations^ of 
heaven, and art mounted on thy golden-joined seats, thou sun, 
whirling thy flame with^ thy swift steeds, how inauspicious 
didst thou dart thy ray on that day when Cadmus came (o 
this land having left the sea-washed coast of Phcei;iicia ; who 
in former time having married Harmonia, daughter of Venus, 
hegat Polydorus; from him they say sprung Lahdacus, and 
from him Laius. But I am^ the daughter of MenoBceus, and 
Creon my brother was born of the same mother ; me they call 
Jocasta (for this name^ my father gave me), and Laius takes 
me for his wife ; but after that he was childless, for a long 
time sharing my bed in the palace, he went and enquired of 
Apollo, and at the same time demands the mutual offspring of 
male children in his family ; but the God said, " O king of 
Thebes renowned for its chariots, sow not for such an harvest 
of children against the will of the Gods, for if thou shalt be- 
get a son, he that is born shall slay thee, ami the whole of thy 
house shall wade through blood." But having yielded to 

^ That is, through the signs of the zodiac : dirrfip differs from Avrpov, 
the former signifying a single star, the latter many. 
' The preposition crw is omitted, as in Homer, 

AitT^ Ktv yaly IpvaaifU, 
The same omission occurs in the Bacchae, airryaiv eXaratv, and again in 
the Hippolytus. It is an Atticism. 

* See note on Hecuba, 478. 

* The word toSvo/iu miist be supplied after tovto, which is implied in 
the verb KaKovcuf, 
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pleafiare, and having fallen into inebriety, he begot to us a son, 
and having begot him, feeling conscious of his error and the 
command of the God, gives the babe to some herdsmen to expose 
at the meads of Juno and the rock of Cithaeron, having bored 
Aarp-pointed iron through the middle of his ancles, from which 
circumstance Greece gave him the name of CEdipus. But him 
the grooms who attend the steeds of Polybus fiiid and carry 
home, and placed him in the arms of their mistress. But she 
rested beneath her bosom him that gave me a mother's pangs, 
and persuades her husband that she had brought forth. But 
now my son showing signs of manhood in his darkening cheek, 
either having suspected it by instinct, or having learned it from 
some one, went to the temple of Apollo, desirous of discovering 
his parents ; at the same time went Laius my husband, seeking 
to gain intelligence of his son who had been exposed, if he 
were no longer living ; and both met at the same point of the 
road at Phocis where it divides itself; and the charioteer of 
Laius commands him, " Stranger, withdraw out of the way 6f 
princes;" but he moved slowly, in silence, with haughty spirit ; 
but the steeds with their hoof dyed with blood the tendons of 
his feet. At this (but why need I relate each horrid circum- 
stance besides the deed itself?) the son kills his father, and 
having taken the chariot, sends it as a present to his foster- 
father Polybus. Now at this time the sphinx preyed vulture- 
like^ upon the city with rapacity, my husband now no more, 
Creon iny brother proclaims that he wOl give my bed as a re- 
ward to him who would solve the enigma of the crafty virgin. 
But by some chance or other CEdipus my son happens to dis- 
cover the riddle of the sphinx, [and he receives as a prize the 
sceptre of this land,]* and marries me, his mother, wretched 
he not knowing it, nor knew his mother that she was lying 
down with her son. And I bear children to my child, two 
sons, Eteocles and the illustrious Polynices, and two daugh- 
ters, one her father named Ismene, the elder I called Antigone. 
But CBdipus, after having gone through all sufferings, having 
discovered in my bed the marriage with his mother, he per- 
petrated a deed of horror on his own eyes, having drenched 
in blood their pupils with his golden buckles. But after that 

* The t*^p^^ is a bird of prey of the vulture species. The sphinx was 
represented as having the face of a woman, the breast and feet of a liou, 
and the wings of a bird. * Dindorf would omit this verse. 
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the cheek of mj children grows dark with manly down, they 
hid their father confined with bolts that his sad fortune might 
be forgotten, which indeed required the greatest policy. He 
is still living in the palace, but sick in mind through his mis- 
fortunes he imprecates the most unhallowed curses on his 
children, that they may share this house with the sharpened 
sword. But these two, dreading lest the Gods should bring 
to completion these curses ^ should they dwell together, in 
friendly compact determined that Polynices the younger son 
should first go a willing exile from this land, but that Eteocles 
remaining here should hold the sceptre for a year, changing in 
his turn ; but after that he sat on the throne of power, he 
moves not from his seat, but drives Polynices an exile from 
this land. But he having fled to Argos, and having contracted 
an alliance with Adrastus, assembles together and leads a vast 
army of Argives ; and having marched to these very walls 
with seven gates he demands his father's sceptre and his share 
of the land. But I to quell this strife persuaded my son to 
come to his brother, confiding in a truce before he grasped 
the spear. And the messenger who Was sent declares that he 
will come. But, O thou that inhabitest the shining clouds of 
heaven, Jove, preserve us, give reconciliation to my children ; 
it becomes thee, if thou art wise, not to suffer the same man 
always to be unfortunate. 

TuTOE, Antigone. 

Tut. O thou fair bud in thy father's house, Antigone, since 
thy mother has permitted thee to leave the virgin's apartments 
for the extreme chamber ^ of the mansion, in order to view 
the Argive army in compliance with thy entreaties, yet stay, 
until I shall first investigate the path, lest any citizen should 
appear in the pass, and to me taunts should come as a slave, 
and to thee as a princess : and I who well know each circum- 
stance will tell you all that I saw or heard from the Argives, 
when I went bearing the offer of a truce to thy brother, from 
this place thither, and again to this place from him. But no 
citizen approaches this house; come, ascend with thy steps 

* dpal and dpaadai are often used by the poets in a good sense for 
prayers, tvxal and «i/x«<r6ai for curses and imprecations. 
^ dt^pcc inripSaoVy h xXifjia^. HesyCHIUS. 
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these ancient stairs of cedar, and surrej the plains, and bj the 
streams of Ismenus and Dirce's fount how great is the host of 
the enemy. 

Ant. Stretch forth now, stretch forth thine aged hand from 
the stairs to my youth, raising up the steps of my feet 

Tut. Behold, join thy hand, virgin, thou hast come in 
lucky hour, for the Pelasgian host is now in motion, and thej 
are separating the bands from one another. 

Ant. O awful daughter of Latona, Hecate, the field all 
brass ^ gleams like lightning. 

Tut. For Polynices hath not come tamely to this land, 
raging with host of horsemen, and ten thousand shields. 

Ant. Are the gates fastened with bars, and is the brazen 
bolt fitted to the stone-work of Amphion's wall ? 

Tut. Take courage ; as to the interior the city is safe. 
But yiew the first chief, if thou desirest to know. 

Ant. Who is he with the white*plumed helmet, who com- 
mands in the van of the army, moving lightly round on his 
arm his brazen shield ? 

Tut. He is a leader, lady. 

Ant. Who is he ? From whom sprung ? Speak, aged 
man, what is he called by name ? 

Tut. He indeed is called by birth a Mycenaean, and he 
dwells at the streams of Lema ^, the king Hippomedon. 

Ant. Ah ! how haughty, how terrible to behold ! like to 
an earth-born giant, starlike in countenance amidst his painted 
devices ^^ he corresponds not with the race of mortals. 

Tut. Dost thou not see him now passing the stream of 
Dirce, a general ? 

Ant. Here is another, another fashion of arms. But who 
is he? 

Tut. He is the son of (Eneus, Tydeus, and bears on his 
breast the ^tolian Mars. 

Ant. Is this the prince, O aged man, who is husband to 

• Milton, Far. Regained, b. iii. 1. 326. 

The field, all iron, cast a gleaming brown. 

' Lema, a country of Argolis celebrated for a grove and a lake where 
the Danaides threw the heada of their murdered husbands. It was there 
also that Hercules killed the famous Hydra. 

■0 This alludes to the figure of Argus engraved on his shield. See 
Terse 1130. 
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the sifiter of mj brother's wife ^^ ? In his arms how different 
of colour, of barbaric mixture ! 

Tut. For all the ^tolians, mj child, bear the target, and 
hurl with the lance, most certain in their aim. 

AxT. But how, O aged man, dost thou know these things 
80 perfectlj ? 

Tut. Having seen the devices of the shields, then I re* 
marked them, when I went to bear the offer of a' truce to thj 
brother, beholding which, I recognise the warriors. 

Ant. But who is this, who is passing round the tomb of 
Zethus, with clustering locks, in his ejes a Gk)rgon to behold, 
in appearance a youth ? 

Tut. a general he is. (See Note A.) 

Ant. How a crowd in complete armour attends him behind ^^? 

Tut. This is Parthenopaeus, son of Atalanta. 

Ant. But, may Diana who rushes over the mountains with 
his mother destroy him, having subdued him with her arrows, 
who has come against my city to destroy it. 

Tut. May it be so^ my child, nevertheless they are come 
with justice to this land ; wherefore also I fear lest the Gods 
should judge rightly. 

Ant. Where, but where is he who was bom of one mother 
with me in hard fate, O dearest old man ; tell me, where is 
Polynices ? 

Tut. He is standing near the tomb of the seven virgin 
daughters of Niobe, close by Adrastus. Seest thou him ? 

Ant. I see indeed, but not distinctly ; but somehow I see 
the resemblance of his form, and his shape shadowed out. 
Would that with my feet I could perform the journey of the 
winged cloud through the air to my brother, then would I 
fling my arms round his dearest neck, after so long a time 
a wretched exile. How splendid is he, O old man, in his 
• golden armour, glittering like the morning rays of the sun. 

Tut. He will come to this house confiding in the truce, so 
as to fill thee with joy. 

Ant. But who, O aged man, is this, who guides his milk- 
white steeds seated in his chariot ? 

" Tydeus married Deipyle, Polynices Argia, both daughters of Adras- 
tus, king of Arg^. 

" 8ome suppose ierrif^w troil to mean with their last steps, that is, 
with steps which are doomed never to return again to their own country. 
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Tut. The prophet Amphiaraus this, O mj mistress, and 
with him the victims, the libations of the earth delighting in 
blood. 

AxT. O thou daughter of the brightly girded sun, thoa 
moon, golden-circled light, applying what quiet and tem- 
perate blows to his steeds does he direct his chariot ! But 
where is he who utters such dreadful insults against this city, 
Capaneus ? 

Tut. He is scanning the approach to the towers, measuring 
the walls both from their foundation to the top. 

Ant. O vengeance, and ye loud-roaring thunders of Jove, 
and thou blasting fire of the lightning, do thou quell this 
more-than-mortal arrogance. This is he who will with his 
spear give to Mycenae, and to the streams of Lernaeean 
Triaena^^ and to the Amymonian** waters of Neptune, the 
Theban women, having invested them with slavery. Never, 
O awful Goddess, never, O daughter of Jove, with golden 
clusters of ringlets, Diana, may I endure servitude. 

Tut. My child, enter the palace, and at home remain in 
thy virgin chambers, since thou hast arrived at the indulge- 
'ment of thy desire, as to what you were anxious to behold. 
For, since confusion has entered the city, a crowd of women 
is advancing to the royal palace. The race of women is prone 
to complaint, and if they find but small occasion for words, 
they add more, and it is a sort of pleasure to women, to speak 
nothing well-advised one of another ^\ 

Chorus. 

I have come, having left the Tyrian wave, the first-fruits 
of Loxias, from the sea-washed Phoenicia, a slave for the 
shrine of Apollo, that I might dwell under the snowy brows 
of Parnassus, having sped my way over the Ionian flood by 

'' Triaena was a place in Argolis, where Neptune stuck his trident in 
the ground, and immediately water sprung up. Schol. 

^* Amymone was daughter of Danaus and Europa ; she was employed, 
by order of her father, in supplying the city of Argos with water, in a 
great drought. Neptune saw her in this employment, and was enamoured 
of her. He carried her away, and in the place where she stood he 
raised a fountain, which has been called Amymone. See Propert. ii. 
El. 20. T. 47. 

** a\XffXa« Xlyovtriv is, they tay one of another ; dXXiSXaiv Xiyovviif, 
they tay amongst themselves. 
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the oar, the west wind with its blasts riding over the barren 
plains of waters *^ which flow round Sicily, the sweetest mur- 
mur in the heavens. Chosen out from my city the fairest 
present to Apollo, I came to the land of the Cadmeans, the 
illustrious descendants of Agenor, sent hither to these kindred 
towers of Laius. And I am made the slave of Apollo in like 
manner with the golden-framed images. Moreover the water 
of Castalia awaits me, to lave the virgin pride of my tresses, 
in the ministry of Apollo. O blazing rock, the flame of Are 
that seems ^^ double above the Dionysian heights of Bacchus, 
aud thou vine, who distillest the daily nectar, producing the 
fruitful cluster from the tender shoot ; and ye divine caves of 
the dragon ^®, and ye mountain watch-towers of the Gods, and 
thou h^lowed snowy mountain, would that I were the chorus 
of the immortal Grod free from alarms encompassing thee 
around, by the caves of Apollo in the centre of the earth, 
having left Dirce. But now impetuous Mars having advanced 
before the walls lights up against this city, which may the 
Gods avert, hostile war ; for common are the misfortunes of 
friends, and common is it, if this land defended by its seven 
turrets should suffer any calamity, to the Phoenician country, 
alas I alas I common is the affinity ^^, common are the descend- 
ants of lo bearing horns; of which woes I have a share. 
But a thick cloud of shields glares around the city, the like- 
ness of gory battle, bearing which destruction from the Furies 
to the children of CEdipus Mars shall quickly advance. O 
Pelasgiaft Argos, I dread thy power, and vengeance from the 
Grods, for he rushes not his arms to this war unjustly, who 
seeks to recover his home. 

'• By trtdiuif dicopir»<rT«i; is to be understood the sea. The constnio- 
tion iriliitpv tripi^pvTwv StfccXtas, that is, & "SiKtXiav irtpi^pii. The same 
construction is found in Sophocles, CEd. Tyr. 1. 885. dUa^ d<t>6^riro9. L. 
969. d<pavcr*ro9 iyxow. See also Horace, Lib. ir. Od. 4. 43. 

Ceu flamma per tsdas, vel Eurus 
Per Siculas equitavit undas. 

" The fire was on that head of Parnassus which was sacred to Apollo 
and Diana ; to those below it appeared double, being divided to the eye 
by a pointed rock which rose before it. Schol. 

*• The Python which Apollo slew. 

^ Libya the daughter of Epaphus bore to Neptune Agenor and Belus. 
Cadmus was the son of Agenor, and Antiope the daughter of Belus. 
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PoLTNiCES, Chorus. 

Pol. The bolts indeed of the gate-keepers have with ease 
admitted me, that I might come within the walls ; wherefore 
also I fear, lest, having caught me within their nets, they let* 
not my body go without bloodshed. On which account my 
eye must be turned about on every sid^ both that way and 
this, lest there be treachery. But armed in my hand with 
this sword, I will give myself confidence of daring. Ha! 
Who is this ; or do we fear a noise ? Every thing appears 
terrible even to the bold, when his foot shall pass across an 
hostile country. I trust however in my mother, at the same 
time I scarce trust, who persuaded me to come hither confiding 
in a truce. But protection is nigh ; for the hearths of the 
altars are at hand, and houses not deserted. Come, I will let 
go my sword into its dark scabbard, and will question these 
who they are, that are standing at the palace. Ye female 
strangers, tell me, from what country do ye approach Grecian 
habitations ? 

Chor. The Phoenician is my paternal country, she that 
nurtured me : and the descendants of Agenor sent me hither 
from the spoils, the first-fruits to Apollo. And whilst the 
renowned son of CEdipus was preparing to send me to the re- 
vered shrine, and to the altars of Phoebus, in the mean time 
the Argives marched against the city. But do thou in turn 
answer me, who thou art, who hast come to this bulwark of 
the Theban land with its seven gates. 

Pol. My father is CEdipus the son of Laius ; Jocasta 
daughter of Menoeceus brought me forth ; the Theban people 
call me Polynices. 

Chor. O thou allied to the sons of Agenor, my lords, by 
whom I was sent, I fall at thy knees in lowly posture, O 
king, preserving my country's custom. Thou hast come, 
thou hast come, after a length of time, to thy paternal land. 
O venerable matron, come forth quickly, open the doors ; dost 
thou^hear, O mother, that producedst this hero? why dost 
thou delay to leave thy lofty mansion, and to embrace thy 
child with thine arms ? 

JOOASTA, POLTNICES, ChOBUS. 

Joe. Hearing the Phoenician tongue, ye virgins, within 
* But Dind. iK<t>pMa\ See his note. 
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thia m«»ion, I drag mj steps trembling with age. Ah ! m^ 
son, after length of time, afler numberless days, I behold thj 
countenance ; clasp thy mother's bosom in thine arms, throw 
around her ^ thy lusses, and the dark ringlets of thy cluster- 
ing hair, shading my neck. Ah ! scarce possible is it that 
thou appearest in thy mother's arms so unhoped for, and so 
unexpected. How shall I address thee ? how shall I perform 
all ? how shall I, walking in rapture around thee on that side 
and this, both with my hands and words, reap the varied 
pleasure, the delight of my former joys ? O my son, thou 
hast left thy father's house deserted, sent away an exile by 
wrongful treatment from thy brother. How longed for by thy 
friends ! how longed for by Thebes ! From which time I am 
both shorn of my hoary locks, letting them fall with tears, 
with wailing ^^ ; deprived, my child, of the white robes, I re- 
ceive in exchange around me these dark and dismal weeds. 
But the old man in the palace deprived of sight, always pre- 
serring with tears regret for the unanimity of the brothers 
which is separated from the family, has madly rushed on self- 
destruction with the sword and with the noose above the 
beams of the house, bewailing the curse imprecated on his 
children ; and with cries of woe he is always hidden in dark- 
ness. But thou, my child, I hear, art both joined in marriage, 
and hast the joys of love in a foreign family, and cherishest a 
foreign alliance ; intolerable to this thy mother and to the 
aged Laius, the woe of a foreign marriage brought upon us. 
But neither did I Kght the torch of fire for you, as is custom- 
ary in the marriage rites, as befits the happy mother ; nor was 
Ismenus careful of the bridal rites in the luxury of the bath : 
and the entrance of thy bride was made in silence through the 
Theban city. May these ills perish, whether the sword, or 
discord, or thy father is the cause, or whether fate has rushed 
with violence upon the house of CEdipus ; for the wfeight of 
these sorrows has fallen upon me. 

* The construction is, o/x^tjSaXX^ fioi Td tZv irapritdSov <rov Sptyfia : 
that is, genarum ad oscula porrectionem. It cannot be translated literally. 
TheTerb d/i^i/OoXXe is to be supplied before opEyfia, and before ir\6Kap.ov, 
See Orestes, 950. 

** Locus videtur comiptus. Porson. Valckenaer proposes to read 
f^aKpuotacr* dvuX<ra k. t. X. Markland would supply <i><ttvi]v after \tiaa. 
Another reading proposed is, daKpuoetrtr* sirteio-a trevdi^pii koviv, Lacryma-' 
bunda, lugubrem cinerem injiciena. Followed by Diudorf. 
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Chor. Parturition with the attendant throes has a wonder- 
ful effect on women ^; and somehow the whole race of women 
have strong affection towards their children. 

Pol. My mother, determining wisely, and jet not determin- 
ing wisely, have I come to men my foes ; but it is necessary 
that all must be enamoured of their country ; but whoever 
says otherwise, pleases himself with vain words, but has his 
heart there. But so far have I come to trouble and terror, 
lest any treachery from my brother should slay me, so that 
having my hand on my sword I proceeded through the city 
rolling round my eye ; but one thing is on my side, the truce 
and thy faith, which has brought me within my paternal walls: 
but I have come with many tears, after a length of time be- 
holding the courts and the altars of the Crods, and the schools 
wherein I was brought up, and the fount of Dirce, from which 
banished by injustice, I inhabit a foreign city, having a stream 
of tears flowing through my eyes. But, for from one woe 
springs a second, I behold thee having thy head shorn of its 
locks, and these sable garments ; alas me I on account of my 
misfortunes. How dreadful a thing, mother, is the enmity of 
relations, having means of reconciliation seldom to be brought 
about ! For how fares the old man my father in the palace, 
vainly looking upon darkness ; and how fare my two sisters? 
Are they indeed bewailing my wretched banishment ? 

Joe. Some Grod miserably destroys the race of CEdipus ; 
for thus began it, when I brought forth children in that un- 
hallowed manner, and thy father married me in evil hour, and 
thou didst spring forth. But why relate these things ? What 
is sent by t|ie Gods we must bear. But how I may ask the 
questions I wish, I know not, for I fear lest I wound at all thy 
feelings ; but I have a great desire. 

Pol. But enquire freely, leave nothing out. For what you 
wish, my mother, this is dear to me. 

Joe. I ask thee therefore, flrst, for the information that I 
wish to obtain. What is the being deprived of one's country, 
is it a great ill ? 

Pol. The greatest : and grea;ter is it in deed thai^ in word. 

Joe. What is the reason of that ? What is that so harsh 
to exiles ? 

** Cf. ^sch. From. 39. t6 vvyytifit toi ituf6v, ij 0* 6fii\[a, where 
consult Schutz. 
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Pol. One tiling, and that the greatest, not to have the 
liberty of speaking. 

Joe. This that you have mentioned belongs to a slave, not 
to give utterance to what one thinks. 

Pol. It is necessary to bear with the follies of those in 
power. 

Joe. And this is painful, to be unwise with the unwise. 

Pol. But for interest we must bend to slavery contrary to 
our nature. 

Jog. But hopes support exiles, as report goes. 

Pol. They look upon them with favourable eyes, at least, 
but are slow of foot. 

Joo. Hath not time shewn them to be vain ? 

Pol. They have a certain sweet delight to set against mis- 
fortunes. 

Joe. But whence wert thou supported, before thou foundest 
means of sustenance by thy marriage ? 

Pol. At one time I had food for the day, at another I had 
not. 

Joe. And did the friends and hosts of your father not assist 
you? 

Pol. Be prosperous, and thou shalt have friends^ : but 
friends are none, should one be in adversity. 

Joe. Did not thy noble birth raise thee to great distinc- 
tion? 

Pol. To want is wretched ; high birth fed me not. 

Joe. Their own country, it appears, is the dearest thing to 
men. 

Pol. You cannot express by words how dear it is. 

Joe. But how earnest thou to Argos ? What intention 
hadst thou ? 

Pol. Apollo gave a certain oracle to Adrastus. 

Joe. What is this thou hast mentioned ? I am unable to 
discover. 

Pol. To unite his daughters in marriage with a boar and a 
lion. 

*^ See Person's note. A similar ellipse is to be found in Luke xiii. 9. 
K.OV /nil/ troin^rrf Kapvov* el Sk fii^yt, els rd /ueXXov iKKOxJftn auTiJv" which 
is thus translated in our version; ** And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, 
then after that thou shalt cut it down." See also Iliad, A. 135. Aiis- 
toph. Plut. 468. ed. Kuster. 
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Joe. And what part of the name of beasts belongs to jou, 
mj son. 

Pol. I know not. The God called me to this fortune. 

Joe. For the God is wise. But in what manner didst thou 
obtain her bed ? 

Pol. It was night ; but I came to the portals of Adrastus. 

Joe. In search of a couch to rest on, as a wandering exile ? 

Pol. This was the case, and then indeed there came a se- 
cond exile. 

Joe. Who was this ? how unfortunate then was he also ! 

Pol. Tydeus, who they say sprung from OBneus his sire. 

Joe. In what then did Adrastus Hken you to beasts. 

Pol. Because we came to blows for lodging. 

Joe. In this the son of Talaus understood the oracle. 

Pol. And gave in marriage to us two his two virgin daugh- 
ters. 

Joe. Art thou fortunate then in thy marriage alliance, or 
unfortunate ? 

Pol. My marriage cannot be found fault with up to this 
day. 

Joe. But how didst thou persuade an army to follow you 
hither ? 

Pol. Adrastus swore this oath to his two sons-in-law, that 
he would replace both in their own country, but me first. And 
many princes of the Argives and Mycenseans are at hand, 
rendering to me a sad, but necessary favour ; for I am leading 
an army against this my own city ; but I have called the Gods 
to witness how unwillingly I have raised the spear against my 
dearest parents. But the dissolution of these ills extends to 
thee, my mother, that having reconciled the friendly brothers, 
you may free from toil me and thyself, and the whole city. It 
is a proverb long ago chaunted, but nevertheless I will repeat 
it ; wealth is honoured most of all things by men, and has the 
greatest influence of anything among men. In pursuit of 
which I am come, leading hither ten thousand spears : for a 
nobly-born man in poverty is nothing. 

Chor. And see Eteocles here comes to this mediation ; thy 
business it is, O Jocasta, being their mother, to speak words, 
with which thou shalt reconcile thy children. 
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Eteocles, Poltnices, Jocasta, Chorus. 

Eteo. Mother, I am present ; giving this grace to thee, I 
have come ; what must I do ? Let some one begin the confer- 
ence. Since arranging also around the walls the chariots of 
the bands, I restrained the city, that I may hear from thee the 
common terms ^* of reconciliation, for which thou hast per- 
mitted this man to come within the walls under sanction of a 
truce, having persuaded me. 

Joe. Stay ; precipitate haste has not justice ; but slow 

counsels perform most deeds in wisdom. But repress that 

fierce eye and those blasts of rage ; for thou art not looking 

on the Gorgon's head cut off at the neck, but thou art looking 

on thy brother who is come to thee. And do thou again, Po- 

Ijnices, turn thy face towards thy brother ; for looking at the 

same point with thine eyes, thou wilt both speak better, and 

receive his words better. But I wish to give you a wise piece 

of advice. When a friend is enraged with a man his friend, 

having met him face to face, let him fix his eyes on his friend's 

eyes, this only ought he to consider, the end for which he is 

come, but to have no recollection of former grievances. Thy 

words then first, my son, Polynices ; for thou art come leading 

an army of Argives, having suffered injustice, as thou say est ; 

and may some God be umpire and the reconciler of your 

strife. 

Pol. The speech of truth is simple, and those things which 
are just need not wily interpretations ; for they have energy 
themselves ; but the unjust speech, unsound in itself, requires 
cunning preparations to gloze it. But I have previously con- 
sidered for my father's house, and my own advantage and that 
of this man ; desiring to escape the curses, which CEdipus 
denounced formerly against us, I myself of my own accord 
departed from this land, having given him to rule over his 
own country for the space of a year, so that I myself should 
have the government again, having received it in turn, and 
not having come into enmity and bloodshed with this man to 
perform some evil deed, and to suffer what is now taking 

^ B/oa/3e&s, properly, is the judge in a contest, -who confers the prizes, 
and on whose decision the awarding of the prizes depends : /3pa/9cvT^« is 
the same. Bpap&lov is the prize. Bpa/3cfa, and in the plural ppafitlai, 
the very act of deciding the contest. 

H 2 
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place. But he having assented to this, and having brought 
the Grods to witness his oaths, has performed nothing of what 
he promised, but himself holds the regal power and my share 
of the palace. And now I am readj, having received mj own 
right, to send the armj away from out of this land, and to 
regulate my house, having received it in my turn, and to give 
it up again to this man for the same space of time, and neither 
to lay my country waste, nor to apply to its towers the means 
of ascent by the firmly-fixed ladders. Which, should I not 
meet with justice, will I endeavour to put in execution : and 
I call the Gods as witnesses of this, that acting in every thing 
with justice, I am without justice deprived of my country in 
the most unrighteous manner. These individual circumstances, 
mother, not having collected together intricacies of argument, 
have I declared, but both to the wise and to the illiterate just^ 
as appears to me. 

Chor. To me indeed, although we have not been brought 
up according to the Grecian land, nevertheless to me thou 
appearest to speak with judgment 

Eteo. If the same thing were judged honourable alike by 
all, and at the same time wise, there would not be doubtful 
strife among men. But now nothing is similar, nothing the 
same among mortals, except in names ; but the sense is not 
the same, for I, my mother, will speak having kept nothing 
back ; I would mount to the rising of the stars, and sink be- 
neath the earth, were I able to perform this, so that I might 
possess the greatest of the Goddesses, kingly power ***. This 
prize then, my mother, I am not willing rather to give up to 
another, than to preserve for myself. For it implies cowardice 
in him, whoever having lost the greater share, hath received 
the less ; but in addition to this I feel ashamed, that this man 
having come with arms, and laying the country waste, should 
obtain what he wishes ; for to Thebes this would be a reproach, 

* So Hotspur, of honour : 

By heaven, methinks, it were an easy leap, 

To pluck bright honour from the pale-&ced moon : 

Or dive into the bottom of the deep, 

Where fathom-line could never touch the ground, 

And pluck up drowned honour by the locks ; 

So he, that doth redeem her thence, might wear, 

Without corrival, all her dignities. 

Hen. IV. P. i. A. i. Sc. 3. 
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if through fear of the Mycenaean spear I should give up my 
sceptre for this man to hold. But he ought, my mother, to 
effect a reconciliation, not by arms : for speech does every 
thing which even the sword of the enemy could do. But if 
he is desirous of inhabiting this land in any other way, it is in 
his power ; but the other point I will never give up willingly. 
When it is in my power to rule, ever to be a slave to him ? 
Wherefore come fire, come sword, yoke thy steeds, fill the 
plains with chariots, since I will not give up my kingly power 
to this man. For if one must be unjust, it is most glorious 
to be unjust concerning empire, but in every thing else one 
should be just. 

Chor. It is not right to speak well, where the deeds are not 
glorious ; for this is not honourable, but galling to justice. 

Joe. My son, Eteocles, not every ill is added to age, but 
experience has it in its power to evince more wisdom than 
youth ^. Why, my child, dost thou so desirously court am- 
bition, the most baneful of the deities ? do not thou ; the 
Goddess is unjust. But she hath entered into many families 
and happy states and hath come forth again, to the destruction 
of those who have to do with her. Of whom thou art madly 
enamoured. This is more noble, my son, to honour equality, 
which ever links friends with friends, and states with states, 
and allies with allies : for equality is sanctioned by law among 
men. But the lesser share is ever at enmity with the greater, 
and straight begins the day of hatred. For equality arranged 
also among mortals measures, and the divisions of weights, 
and defined numbers. And the dark eye of night, and the 
light of the sun, equally walk their annual round, and neither 
of them being overcome hath envy of the other. Thus the 
sun and the night are subservient to men, but wilt not thou 
brook having an equal share of government, and give his share 
to him ? Then where is justice ? Why dost thou honour so 
unboundedly that prosperous injustice, royalty, and think so 
highly of her ? Is the being conspicuous honourable ? At 
least, it is empty honour. Or dost thou desire to labour much, 
possessing much in thy house ? but what is superfluity ? It 
possesses but a name ; since a sufficiency indeed to the tem- 
perate is abundance. Neither do men enjoy riches as their 

* See Ovid. Met. vi. 28. Non omnia grandior setas, 

Quae fugiamus, habet ; seria Tenit usus ab aunis. 
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own, but having the property of the Gods do we cherish them. 
And when thej list, again do thej take them away. Come, 
if I ask thee, having proposed together two measures, whether 
it is thy wish to reign, or save the city ? Wilt thou say, to 
reign ? But should he conquer thee, and the Argive spears 
overcome the Cadmsean forces, thou wilt behold this city of the 
Thebans vanquished, thou wilt behold many captive maidens 
with violence ravished by men your foes. Bitter then to 
Thebes will be the power which thou seekest to hold; but 
yet thou art ambitious of it. To thee I say this: but to 
thee, Polynices, say I, that Adrastus hath conferred an un- 
wise favour on thee ; and foolishly hast thou also come to 
destroy this city. Come, if thou wilt subdue this land (maj 
which never happen), by the Gods, how wilt thou erect tro- 
phies of thy spear ? And how again wilt thou sacrifice the 
first-fruits, having conquered thy country ? and how wilt thou 
engrave upon the spoils by the waters of Inachus, " Having 
laid Thebes in ashes, Polynices consecrated these shields to 
the Gods ? " Never, my son, may it come to thee to receive 
such glory from the Greeks. But again, shouldest thou be 
conquered, and should the arms of the other prevail, how wilt 
thou return to Argos having left behind ten thousand dead ? 
Surely some one will say, O ! unfortunate marriage alliance ! 
O Adrastus, who placed them on us, through the nuptials of 
one bride we are lost ! Thou art hastening two ills, my son, to 
be deprived of those, and to fail in this. Give up your too 
great ardour, give it up ; the follies of two when they clash 
together in the same point, are the most hateful ilL 

Chor. O ye Gods, may ye be averters of these illsi 
and grant to the chil^en of CEdipus some means of agree- 
ment. 

Eteo. My mother, this is not a contest of words, but 
intervening time is fruitlessly wasted; and thy earnestness 
avails nothing ; for we shall not agi*ee in any other way, than 
on the terms proposed, that I holding the sceptre be monarch 
of this land. Forbearing then tedious admonitions, let me 
have my way ; and do thou begone from out these walls, or 
thou shalt die. 

Pol. By whose hand ? Who is there so invulnerable, who 
having pointed the murderous sword against me, shall not 
bear the same fate ? 


595-612. THE PHCENICIAN VIBGINS. 103 

Eteo. He is near, not far removed from thee : dost thou 
look on these my hands ? 

Pol. I see them. But wealth is cowardly, and feeble, 
loving life. 

Eteo. And therefore hast thou come, with such an host 
against one who is nothing in arms ? 

Pol. For a cautious general is better than one daring. 

Eteo. Thou art insolent, having trusted in the truce, which 
preserves you from death. 

Pol. a second time again I demand of you the sceptre and 
my share of the land. 

Eteo. I will admit no demand, for I will regulate my own 
family. 

Pol. Holding more than your share ? 

Eteo. I own it ; but quit this land. 

Pol. O ye altars of my paternal Gods. 

Eteo. Which thou art come to destroy ? 

Pol. Do ye hear me ? 

Eteo. Who will hear thee, who art marching against thy 
country ? 

Pol. And ye shrines of the Gods^^ delighting in the milk- 
white steeds ; 

Eteo. Who hate thee. 

Pol. I am driven out of my own country. 

Eteo. For thou hast come to destroy it. 

Pol. With injustice indeed, O ye Gids I 

Eteo. At Mycenas call upon the Gods, not here. 

Pol. Thou art impious. 

Eteo. But not my country's enemy, as thou art. 

Pol. Who drives me out without my share. 

Eteo. And I will put thee to death in addition. 

Pol. My father, hearest thou what I suffer ? 

Eteo. For he hears what wrongs thou doest. 

Pol. And thou, my mother ? 

Eteo. It is not lawful for thee to mention thy mother* 

Pol. O my city I 

Eteo. To Argos go, and call on Lema's stream. 

** The Scholiast doubts whether these Gods were Castor and Pollux, 
or Zethus and Amphion, but inclines to the latter. See Here. Fur. v. 
29.30. 
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FoL. I will go, do not distress' thyself; but thee, my 
mother, I mention with honour. 

Eteo. Depart from out of the country. 

Pol. I will go out ; but grant me to see my father. 

Eteo. You will not obtain your request. 

Pol. But my virgin sisters then. 

Eteo. Never shalt thou behold these. 

Pol. O my sisters I 

Eteo. Why callest thou on these — being their greatest 
enemy ? 

Pol. My mother, but thou farewelL 

Joe. Do I experience any thing that is well, my son ? 

Pol. I am no longer thy child. 

Joe. To many troubles was I bom. 

Pol. For he throws insults on us. 

Eteo. For I am insulted in turn. 

Pol. Where wilt thou stand before the towers ? 

Eteo. Why dost thou ask me this question ? 

Pol. I will oppose myself to thee, to slay thee. 

Eteo. Desire of this seizes me also. 

Joe. Wretched me I what will ye do, my children ? 

Pol. The deed itself will shew. 

Joe. WiU ye not escape your father's curses ? 

Eteo. Let the whole house perish ! 

Pol. Since soon my blood-stained sword will not remain 
any longer in inactivity. But I call to witness the land that 
nurtured me, and the Gods, how dishonoured I am driven 
from this land, suffering such foul treatment, as a slave and 
not born of the same father CE^ipus. And if any thing be- 
falls thee, my city, blame not me, but him ; for against my 
will have I come, and against my will am I driven from this 
land. And thou, king Apollo, Grod of our streets, and ye 
shrines, farewell, and ye my equals, and ye altars of the Gods 
receiving the victims ; for I know not if it is allowed me ever 
again to address you. But hope does not yet slumber, in 
which I have trusted with the favour of the Gt)ds, that hav- 
ing slain this man, I shall be master of this Theban land. 

Eteo. Depart from out of the country ; with truth indeed 
did your father give you the name of Polynices by some divine 
foreknowledge, a name corresponding with strife. 
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Chobus. 

Cadmus came from Tyre to this land, before whom the 
quadrupede heifer bent with willing fall^, shewing the ac- 
complishment of the oracle, where the divine word ordered 
him to colonize the plains of the Aonians productive of wheat, 
where indeed the fair-flowing stream of the water of Dirce 
passes over the verdant and deep-furrowed fields, where the 
* ♦ * ♦ mother produced Bacchus, by her marriage with 
Jove, whom the wreathed ivy twining around him instantly, 
whilst yet a babe, blest and covered with its verdant shady 
branches, an event to be celebrated with Bacchic revel by the 
Theban virgins and inspired women. There was the blood- 
stained dragon of Mars, the savage guard, watching with far- 
roUing eyeballs over the flowing fountains and grassy streams ; 
whom Cadmus, having come for water for purification, slew 
with a fragment of rock, the destroyer of the monster having 
thrown his arms with blows on his blood-stained head, by the 
counsel of the divine Pallas bom without mother, having 
thrown the teeth fallen to the earth upon the deep-furrowed 
plains. Whence the earth sent forth a spectacle, an armed 
[host]abovetheextremelimitsof the ground ; but iron-hearted 
slaughter again united them with their beloved earth ; and 
sprinkled with blood the ground which shewed them to the 
serene gales of the air. And thee, sprung of old from our 
ancestor lo, Epaphus, O progeny of Jove, on thee have I 
called, have I called in a foreign tongue, with prayers in 
foreign accent, come, come to this land (thy descendants have 
founded it), where the two Goddesses Proserpine and the 
dear Groddess Ceres, queen of all (since earth nurtures all 
things), have held their possessions, send the fire-bearing 
Croddesses to defend this land : since every thing is easy to 
the Gods. 

Eteocles, Chobus, Messengeb. 

Eteo. Go thou, and bring hither Creon son of Menoeceus, 
the brother of my mother Jocasta, saying this, that I wish to 

** ^ifi^ with Umba that had never known yoke, — ^Y. Ovid: Met. ill. 10. 

Bos tibi, Phcebus ait, solis occurret in arvis, 
Nullum passa jug^um. 
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communicate with him counsels of a private nature and those 
which concern the common welfare of the country, before we 
go into battle and the ranks of war. And see, he spares the 
trouble of jour steps, bj his presence ; for I see him coming 
towards my palace. 

Creon, Eteocles, Chobus. 

Crb. Surely. have I Tisited many places, desiring to see 
you, O king Eteocles I and I have gone round to the gates 
and the guards of the Thebans, seeking you. 

Eteo. And indeed I have wished to see you, Creon, for I 
found attempts at reconciliation altogether fail when I came 
and entered into conference with Polynices. 

Ore. I have heard that he aspires to higher thoughts than 
Thebes, having trusted in his alliance with Adrastus and his 
army. But it becomes us to hold these things in dependence 
on the Grods. But what is most immediately before us, this 
am I come to acquaint you with. 

Etbo. What is this ? for I understand not your speech. 

Ore. a prisoner is arrived from the Argives. 

Eteo. Does he bring us any news of those stationed there ? 

Ore. The Argive army is preparing quickly to surround 
the city of the Thebans with thickly-ranged arms. (Note B.) 

Eteo. Therefore must we draw our forces out of the 
Theban city. 

Ore. Whither ? Dost thou not in the impetuosity of youth 
see what it behoves thee to see ? 

Eteo. Without these trenches, as we are quickly about to 
fight. 

Crb. Small are the forces of this land ; but theirs in- 
numerable. 

Eteo. I know that they are bold in words. 

Ore. Argos of the Greeks has some renown. 

Eteo. Be confident ; quickly will I fill the plain with their 
slaughter. 

Ore. I would it were so : but this I see is a work of much 
labour. 

Eteo. Know that I will not restrain my forces within 
the walls. 

Ore. And yet the whole of victory is prudence. 
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Eteo. Dost thou wish then that I have recourse to other 
measures ? 

Ore. To every measure indeed, rather than hazard all on 
one hattle. 

Eteo. What if we were to attack them by night from 
ambush ? 

Cbe. If, having failed, at least you can have a safe retreat 
hither. 

Eteo. Night brings the same advantage to all, but more to 
the daring. 

Cbe. Dreadful is it to fail in the darkness of night. 

Eteo. But shall I lead my force against them while at their 
meal? 

Cre. That would cause terror ; but we must conquer. 

Eteo. The ford of Dirce is indeed deep to pass. 

Cre. Every thing is inferior to a good guard. 

Eteo. What then, shall I charge the Argive army with my 
cavalry ? 

Cre. And there the army is fenced round with chariots. 

Eteo. What then shall I do ? give up the city to the enemy ? 

Cre. By no means ; but deliberate if thou art wise. 

Eteo. What more prudent forethought is there ? 

Cre. They say that they have seven men, as I have heard. 

Eteo. What have they been commanded to do ? for their 
strength is small. 

Cre. To head their bands, to besiege the seven gates. 

Eteo. What then shall we do ? I will not wait this inde- 
cision. 

Cre. Do thou thyself also choose seven men for the gates. 

Eteo. To head divisions, or for single combat ? 

Cre. To head divisions, having selected the bravest. 

Eteo. I understand you ; to guard the approach to the walls. 

Cre. And with them other generals ; one man sees not 
every thing ? 

Eteo. Having chosen them for boldness, or prudence in 
judgment ? 

Cre. For both ; for one without the other availeth nothing. 

Eteo. It shall be so : and having gone to the city of the 
seven towers, I will appoint chiefs at the gates, as you advise, 
having opposed equal champions against equal foes. But to 
mention the name of each would be a great delay, the enemy 
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encamped under our very walls. But I will go, that I may 
not be idle with my hand. And may it befall me to find mj 
brother opposed to me, and being joined with me in battle, to 
take him with my spear, [and to slay him, who came to deso- 
late my country.] But it is thy duty to attend to the marriage 
of my sister Antigone and thy son Haemon, if I fail aught of 
success ; but the firm vow made before I now confirm at my 
going out. Thou art my mother's brother, why need I use 
more words ? Treat her worthily, both for thine own and my 
sake. But my father incurs the punishment of the rashness 
he brought upon himself, having quenched his sight ; I praise 
him not ; even us will he put to death with his execrations, 
should he gain his point. But one thing is left undone by us, 
if the soothsayer Tiresias have any oracle to deliver, to en- 
quire this of him ; but I will send thy son, Creon, Menoeceus, 
of the same name with thy father, to bring Tiresias hither. 
With pleasure will he enter into conversation with you ; but 
I lately reviled him with his divining art, so that he is ofiended 
with me. But this charge I give the city with thee, Creon ; 
if my arms should conquer, that the body of Polynices be 
never buried in this Theban land ; but that the man who 
buries him shall die, although he be a friend. This I have 
told you : but my attendants I tell, bring out my arms, and 
my panoply which covers me, that we may go this appointed 
contest of the spear with victorious justice. But to Caution, 
the most valued of the Goddesses, will we address our prayers 
to preserve this city. 

Chorus. 

O Mars, cause of infinite woe, why, I pray, art thou so 
possessed with blood and death, so discordant with the revek 
of Bacchus ? Thou dost not in the circle of beautiful dancers 
in the bloom of youth, having let flow thy hair 2^, on the breath 
of the flute modulate strains, in which there is a lovely power 
to renew the dance. But with thy armed men, having excited 

^ Valckenaer proposes reading instead of &pai9 or &pa9, aSpau, writing 
the passage aupaiv fiocrrpvxov a/AireTa<ra9, " per auras leTes crine jactato :'* 
which seems peculiarly adapted to this place, where the poet places the 
tumultuous rage of Mars in contrast with the sweet enthusiasm of the 
Bacchanalians, who are represented as flying OTer the plains with their 
hair streaming in the wind. But see Note C. 
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the armj of Argives against Thebes with blood, thou dancest 
before the city in a most inharmonious revel, thou movest not 
thy foot maddened by the thyrsus clad in fawn-skins, but thy 
Bolid-hoofed steed with thy chariot and horses' bits ; and 
bounding at the streams of Ismenus, thou art borne rapidly in 
the chariot-course, having excited against the race of those 
sown [by Cadmus,^ a raging host that grasp the shield, well 
armed, adverse to us at the walls of stone : surely Discord is 
some dreadful Goddess, who devised all these calamities against 
the princes of this land, the Labdacidse involved in woe. O 
thou forest of heavenly foliage, most productive of beasts, thou 
snowy eye of Diana, Cithseron, never oughtest thou to have 
nourished him doomed to death, the son of Jocasta, CE^lipus, 
the babe who was cast out from his home, marked by the 
golden clasps. Neither ought that winged virgin the Sphinx, 
that mountain monster, that grief to t£s land, to have come, 
with her most inharmonious lays ; who formerly approaching 
our walls, bore in her four talons the descendants of Cadmus 
to the inaccessible light of heaven, whom the infernal Pluto 
sends against the Thebans ; but other ill-fated discord among 
the children of (Edipus springs up in the palace and in the 
city. For that which is not honourable, never can be honour- 
able, as neither can children the unhallowed offspring of the 
mother, the pollution of the father. But she came to a kin- 
dred bed. Thou didst produce, O [Theban] land ! thou didst 
produce formerly (as I heard the foreign report^, I heard it 
formerly at home), the race sprung from teeth from the fiery- 
crested dragon fed on beasts, the proudest honour of Thebes. 
But to the nuptials of Harmonia the Gods came of old, and 
by the harp and by the Ijre of Amphion uprose the walls of 
Thebes the tower of the double streams ^^, at the midst of the 
pass of Dirce, which waters Ijie verdant plain before Ismenus. 
And lo, our ancient mother, doomed to bear horns, brought 
forth a line of Theban kings. But this city receiving ten 
thousand goods one in change for another, hath stood in the 
highest chaplets of war. 

^ *<* dicoii is here to be understood in the sense of t6 dKoio/ttimv, as we 
find atffQrivu for attrBtjroVf vovv for t^ vooifitvov, 

'* The words iii^fuav irorafi&v do not refer to Dirce, but to Thebes, 
Thebes being called iroXic ^iiror-a/Aov. The construction is wupyo* ii^u- 
u«v trorafjL&v, Thus in Pindar olKtifia irorafiov means olKtifia irapA iro- 
rafitS, Olymp. 2. Antistr. 1. 
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TiRESiAS (led by his daughter^ Menceceus, Creon, Chords. 

TiR. Lead onward, my daughter, since thou art an eye to 
mj blind steps, as the star to the mariners. Placing my steps 
hither on this level plain, proceed lest we stumble ; thy father 
is feeble ; and preserve carefully in thy virgin hand my cal- 
culations which I took, having learnt the auguries of the 
birds, sitting in the sacred seats where I foretell the future. 
My child, Menoeceus, son of Creon, tell me, how far is the 
remainder of the journey through the city to thy father? 
Since my knees are weary, and with difficulty I accomplish 
such a long journey. 

Crb. Be of good cheer; for thou hast steered thy foot, 
Tiresias, near to thy friends ; but take hold of him, my son. 
Since every chariot ^^, and the foot of the aged man is used to 
expect the assistance of another's hand. 

Tm. Well : I am present ; but why didst thou call me with 
such haste, Creon ? 

Cre. We have not as yet forgotten: but recover thy 
strength, and collect thy breath, having thrown aside the 
fatigue occasioned by the journey. 

TiR. I am relaxed indeed * with toil, brought hither from 
the Athenians the day before this. For there also was a con- 
test of the spear with Eumolpus, where I made the descendants 
of Cecrops splendid conquerors. And I wear this golden 
chaplet, as thou seest, having received the first-fruits of the 
9poil of the enemy. 

Cre. Thy victorious garlands I make an happy omen. For 
we, as thou well knowest, are tossing in a storm of war with 
the Greeks, and great is the hazard of Thebes. The king 
Eteocles has therefore gone forth adorned with his armour 
already to battle with the Argives. But to me has he sent 
that I might learn from you, by doing what we should be 
most likely to preserve the city. 

TiR. For Eteocles' sake indeed I would have stopped my 
mouth, and represt the oracles, but to thee, since thou desirest 
to know them, will I declare them : for this land labours un- 
der the malady of old, O Creon, from the time when Laius 
became the father of children in spite of the Gods, and begat 

'* See note D. ♦ yovu. See Dind. 
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the wretched CEdipus, a husband for his mother. But the 
cruel lacerations of his eyes were in the wisdom of the Gods, 
and a warning to Greece. Which things the sons of CEdipus 
seeking to conceal among themselves by the lapse of time, as 
about forsooth to escape from the Gods, erred through their 
ignorance, for they neither giving the honour due to their 
father, nor allowing him a free liberty, infuriated the unfor- 
tunate man: and he breathed out against them dreadful 
threats, being both in affliction, and moreover dishonoured. 
And I, what things omitting to do, and what words omitting 
to speak on the subject, have nevertheless fallen into the 
hatred of the sons of (Edipus ? But death from their mutual 
hands is near them, O Creon. And many corses fallen around 
corses, having mingled the weapons of Argos and Thebes, 
shall cause bitter lamentations to the Theban land. And 
thou, wretched city, art sapped from thy foundations, un- 
less men will obey my words. For this were the first thing, 
that not any of the family of CEdipus should be citizens, nor 
king of the territory, inasmuch as they are possessed by de- 
mons, and are they that will overthrow the city. And since 
the evil triumphs over the good, there is one other thing re-: 
quisite to ensure preservation. But, as this is neither safe for 
me to say, and distressing to those on whom the lot has fallen, 
to give to the city the balm of preservation, I will depart : fare- 
well ; for being an individual with many shall I suffer what is 
about to happen, if it must be so ; for what can I do^^ ! 

Cre. Stay here, old man. 

Tib. Lay not hold upon me. 

Ore. Bemain ; why dost thou fly me ? 

Tm. Thy fortune flies thee, but not I. 

Cbe. Tell me the means of preserving the citizens and 
their city. 

Tm. Thou wishest now indeed, and soon thou wilt not 
wish. 

Cbb. And how am I not willing to preserve my country ? 

Tm. Art thou willing then to hear, and art thou eager ? 

Cbe. For towards what ought I to have a greater eager- 
ness? 

Tm. Hear now then my prophecies. — ^But this first I 

^ ri ydp ir&Bu ; Quid enim agam t est formula eorum, quos inyitos 
naiara vel fatum, vel qu8Bcumque alia cogit necessitas. Valckbn. 
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wish to ascertain clearly, where is MenoBceos who brought me 
hither. 

Ore. He is not far off, but close to thee. 

TiR. Let him depart then afar from mj oracles. 

Ore. He that is mj son wiU keep secret what ought to be 
kept secret. 

TiR. Art thou willing then that I speak in his presence? 

Ore. Yes : for he would be delighted to hear of the means 
of preservation. 

TiR. Hear now then the tenor of my oracles ; what things 
doing je may preserve the city of the Cadmeans. It is neces- 
sary for thee to sacrifice this thy son Menceceus for the country, 
since thou thyself callest for this fortune. 

Ore. What sayest thou, what word is this thou hast spoken, 
old man ? 

Tib. As circumstances are, thus also oughtest thou to act 

Cre. O thou, that hast said many evils in a short time I 

TiR. To thee at least ; but to thy country great and 
salutary. 

Cre. I heard not, I attended not ; let the city go where 
it wiU. 

TiR. This is no longer the same man ; he retracts again 
what he said. 

Cre. Farewell ! depart ; for I have no need of thy pro- 
phecies. 

TiR. Has truth perished, because thou art unfortunate ? 

Cre. By thy knees I implore thee, and by thy reverend 
locks. 

Tm. Why kneel to me ? the evils thou askest are hard to 
be controlled. (Note E.) 

Cre. Keep it secret; and speak not these words to the 
city. 

Tm. Dost thou command me to be unjust ? I cannot be 
«ilent. 

Cre. What then wilt thou do to m^ ? Wilt thou slay mj 
son? 

Tm. These things will be a care to others ; but by me will 
it be spoken. 

Cre. But from whence has this evil come to me, and to 
my child ? 

TiR. Well dost thou ask me, and comest to the drift of mj 
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discourse. It is necessary that he, stabbed in that cave where 
the earth-born dragon lay, the guardian of Dirce's fountain, 
give his gorj blood a libation to the earth on account of the 
ancient wrath of Mars against Cadmus, who avenges the 
slaughter of the earth-born dragon ; and these things done, 
je shall obtain Mars as your ally. But if the earth receive 
fruit in return for fruit, and mortal blood in return for blood, 
je shall have that land propitious, which formerly sent forth 
a crop of men from seed arme(^with golden helmets ; but there 
must of this race die one, who is the son of the dragon's jaw. 
But thou art left among us of the race of those sown men, 
pure in thy descent, both by thy mother's side and in the male 
line ; and thy children too : HaBmon's marriage however pre- 
cludes his being slain, for he is not a youth, [for, although he 
has not approached her bed, he has yet contracted the mar- 
riage.] But this youth, devoted to this city, by dying may 
preserve his native country. And he will cause a bitter re- 
turn to Adrastus and the Argives, casting back death over 
their eyes, and Thebes will he make illustrious : of these two 
fates choose the one ; either preserve thy child or the state. 
Every information from me thou hast : — ^lead me, my child, 
towards home ; — ^but whoever exercises the art of divination, 
is a fool ; if indeed he chance to shew disagreeable things, he 
is rendered hateful to those to whom he may prophesy ; but 
speaking falsely to his employers from motives of pity, he is 
unjust as tpuclung the Gods. — ^Phoebus alone should speak in 
oracles to men, who fears nobody. 

Creon, Menceceus, Chorus. 

Chor. Creon, why art thou mute compressing thy voice in 
silence, for to me also there is no less consternation. 

Cre. But what can one say ? — ^It is clear however what my 
answer will be. For never will I go to this degree of calamity, 
to expose my son a victim for the state. For all men live 
with an affection towards their children, nor would any give 
up his own child to die. Let no one praise me for the deed, 
and slay my children. But I myself, for I am arrived at a 
mature period of life, am ready to die to liberate my country. 
But haste, my son, before the whole city hears it, disregarding 
the intemperate oracles of prophets, fly as quickly as possible, 
having quitted this land. For he will tell these things to the 

I 
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aathorities and chiefs, going to the seven gates, and to the 
officers : and if indeed we get before him, there is safety for 
thee, but if thou art too late, we are undone, thou diest. 

Men. Whither then fly ? To what city ? what friends ? 

Cre. Wheresoever thou wilt be farthest removed from this 
country. 

Men. Therefore it b fitting for thee to speak, and for me 
to do. 

Crb. Having passed through Delphi — 

Men. Whither is it right for me to go, my father ? 

Cre. To the land of JBtolia. 

Men. And from this whither shall I proceed ? 

Cre. To Thesprotia's soil. 

Men. To the sacred seat of Dodona ? 

Cre. Thou understandest. 

Men. What then will there be to protect me ? 

Cre. The conducting deity. 

Men. But what means of procuring money ? 

Cre. I will supply gold. 

Men. Thou sayest well, my father. Go then, for having 
proceeded to salute^ thy sister, whose breast I first sucked, 
Jocasta I mean, deprived of my mother, and reft from her, an 
orphan, I will depart and save my life. But haste, go, let not 
thy purpose be hindered. 

Menceceus, Chorus. 

Men. Ye females, how well removed I my father's fears, 
having deceived him with words, in order to gain my wishes ; 
who sends me out of the way, depriving the city of its good 
fortune, and gives me up to cowardice. And these things are 
pardonable indeed in an old man, but in my case it deserves no 
pardon to become the deserter of that country which gave me 
birth. That* ye may know then, I will go, and preserve the 
city, and will give up my life for this land. For it is a dis- 
graceful thing, that those indeed who are free from the oracle, 
and are not concerned with any compulsion of the Gods, 
standing at their shields in battle, shedl not be slow to die 
fighting before the towers for their country ; and I, having be- 
trayed my father, and my brother, and my own city, shall de- 

•* Uponr^oprivttv is to be joined with /uoXiivi/, not with tl/u. In con- 
finualion of tfais see line 1011. 
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part coward-like from out of the land ; but wherever I live, I 
shall appear vile. No : by that Jove that dwelleth amidst the 
oonstellations, and sanguinary Mars, who set up those sown 
men, who erst sprung from the earth, to be kings of this 
ooui^try. But I will depart, and standing on the summit of 
the battlements, stabbing myself over the dark deep lair of the 
dragon, where the prophet appointed, will give liberty to the 
country — ^the word has been spoken. But I go, by my death 
about to give no mean gift to the state, and will rid this land 
of its affliction. For if every one, seizing what opportunity 
he had in his power of doing good, would persist in it, and 
bring it forward for his country's weal, states, experiencing 
fewer calamities, henceforward might be prosperous. 

Chor. Thou camest forth, thou camest forth, O winged 
monster, production of the earth, and the viper of hell, the 
ravager of the Cadmeans, big with destruction, big with woes, 
in form half-virgin, a hostile prodigy, with thy ravening 
wings, and thy talons that preyed on raw flesh, who erst from 
Dirce's spot bearing aloft the youths, accompanied by an in- 
harmonious lay, thou broughtest, thou broughtest cruel woes 
to our country ; cruel was he of the Gods, whoever was the 
author of these things. And the moans of the matrons, and 
the moans of the virgins, resounded in the house, in a voice, 
in a strain of misery, they lamented some one thing, some 
another, in succession through the city. And the groaning 
and the noise was like to thunder, when the winged virgin 
bore out of sight any man from the city. But at length came 
by the mission of the Pythian oracle CEdipus the unhappy to 
this land of Thebes, to us then indeed delighted, but again 
came woes. For he, wretched man, having gained the glori- 
ous victory over the enigmas, contracts a marriage, an unfor- 
tunate marriage with his mother, and pollutes the city. And 
fresh woes does the unfortunate man cause to succeed with 
slaughter, devoting by curses his sons to the unhallowed con- 
test. — ^With admiration, with admiration we look on him, who 
is gone to kill himself for the sake of his country's land ; to 
Creon indeed having left lamentations, but about to make the 
seven-towered gates of the land greatly victorious. Thus 
may we be mothers, thus may we be blest in our children, O 
dear Pallas, who destroyedst the blood of the dragon by the 
hurled stone, driving the attention of Cadmus to the action, 

I 2 


116 THE PH(ENICIAN VIRGINS. 106^-1101. 

whence with rapine some fiend of the Gods rushed on this 
land. 

Messenger, Jocasta, Chorus. 

Mess. Ho there ! who is at the gate of the palace ? Open, 
conduct Jocasta from out of the house. — ^What ho I again — 
after a long time indeed, but yet come forth, hear, O re- 
nowned wife of CEdipus, ceasing from thj lamentations, and 
thy tears of grief. 

Joe. O most dear man, surely thou comest bearing the 
news of some calamity, of the death of Eteocles, by whose 
shield thou always didst go, warding off the weapons of the 
enemy. What new message, I pray, dost thou come to de- 
liver ? Is my son dead or alive ? Tell me. 

Mess. He lives, be not alarmed for this, for I will rid thee 
of this fear. 

Joe. But what ? In what state are our seven-towered 
ramparts ? 

Mess. They stand unshaken, nor is the city destroyed. 

Joe. Came they in danger from the spear of Argos ? 

Mess. To the very extreme of danger ; but the arms of 
Thebes came off superior to the Mycensean spear. 

Joe. Tell me one thing, by the Gods, whether thou know- 
est anything of Polynices (since this is a concern to me also) 
whether he sees the light. 

Mess. Thus far in the day thy pair of children lives. 

Joe. Be thou blest. But how did ye stationed on the 
towers drive off the spear of Argos from the gates ? Tell me, 
that I may go and delight the old blind man in the house 
with the news of his country's being preserved. 

Mess. After that the son of Creon, he that died for the 
land, standing on\he summit of the towers, plunged the black- 
handled sword into his throat, the salvation of this land, thy 
son placed seven cohorts, and their leaders with them, at the 
seven gates, guards against the Argive spear ; and he drew 
up the horse ready to support the horse, and the heavy-anned 
men to reinforce the shield-bearers, so that to the part of the 
wall which was in danger there might be succour at hand. 
But from the lofty citadel we view the army of the Argives 
with their white shields, having quitted Tumessus and now 
come near the trench, at full speed they reached the city of the 
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land of Cadmus. And the pasan and the trumpets at the 
same time from them resounded, and off the walls from us. 
And first indeed Parthenopaeus the son of the huntress 
(Atalanta) led his division horrent with their thick «hield8 
against the Neitan** gate, having a family device in the 
middle of his shield, Atalanta destroying the ^tolian hoar 
with her distant- wounding bow. And against the Prsetan 
gate marched the prophet Amphiaraiis, having victims in his 
car, not bearing an insolent emblem, but modestly having his 
arms without a device. But against the Ogygian gate stood 
Prince Hippomedon, bearing an emblem in the middle of his 
shield, the Argus gazing with his spangled**® eyes, [some eyea 
indeed with the rising of the stars awake ^, and some with the 
setting closed, as we had the opportunity of seeing afterwards 
when he was dead.] But Tydeus was drawn up at the Homo- 
lolan gate, having on his shield a lion's skin rough with his 
mane, but in his right hand he bore a torch, as the Titan 
Prometheus*, intent on firing the city. But thy son Poly- 
nices drew up his array at the Crenean gate ; but the swift 
Potnian mares, the emblem on his shield, were starting through 
fright, well circulary^® grouped within the orb at the handle 
of the shield, so that they seemed infuriated. But Capaneus, 
not holding less notions than Mars on the approaching battle, 
drew up his division against the Electran gate. Upon the 
iron embossments of his shield was an earth-bom giant bear- 
ing upon his shoulders a whole city, which he had torn up from 
the foundations with bars, an intimation to us what our city 
should suffer. But at the seventh gate was Adrastus, having 

* So called after Neis the son of Amphion and Kiobe, or from pt&rai^ 
"Newgate" Schol. 

* Argus himself might be called <micTo«, but not his eyes, hence wKvoXt 
is proposed by Heinsius. Abreschius receiTes ottiictoiv in the sense of 
oI« oTiKTOi ktrri, 

^ The Scholiast makes fiXitrovra the accusative singular to agree with 
vajrovniv. Musgrave takes it as agreeing with ofiftaTa ; in this latter 
case Kpinrrwra is used in a neuter signification. Note F. 

* This is Musgrave's interpretation, by putting the stop after &s, which 
also Person adopts ; others would join &« with irpntrwu. It seems how- 
ever mors natural that the torch should be referred to Tydeus's emblem, 
than to himself. 

* Commentators and interpreters are much at variance concerning the 
word <rrp6<l>iy^iv. For his better satisfaction on this passage the reader 
is referred to the Scholia. 
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his shield filled with an hundred yipers, heariiig on his left 
arm a representation of the hydra, the boast of Argos, and 
from the midst of the walls the dragons were bearing the 
children of the Thebans in their jaws. Bat I had the oppor- 
tunity of seeing each of these, as I took the word of battle to 
the leaders of the divisions. And first indeed we fought with 
bows, and jayelins, and distant-wounding slings, and frag- 
ments of rocks ; but when we were conquering in the fight, 
Tydeus shouted out, and thy son on a sudden, " O sons of the 
Danai, why delay we, ere we are galled with their missile 
weapons, to make a rush at the gates all in a body, light- 
armed men, horsemen, and those who drive the chariots ? " 
And when they heard the cry, no one was backward; hut 
many fell, their heads besmeared with blood ; of us also you 
might have seen before the walls frequent divers toppling to 
the ground ; and they moistened the parched earth with streams 
of blood. But the Arcadian, no Aigive, the son of Atalanta, 
as some whirlwind falling on the gates, calls out for fire and a 
spade, as though he would dig up the city. But Periclymenus 
the son of the God of the Ocean stopped hin:^ in his raging, 
hurling at his head a stone, a wagon-load, a pinnacle ^^ rent 
from the battlement ; and dashed in pieces his head with its 
auburn hair, and crushed the suture of the bones, and be- 
smeared with blood his lately blooming cheeks ; nor shall he 
carry back his living form to his mother, glorious in her bow, 
the daughter of Msenalus. But when thy son saw this gate 
was in a state of safety, he went to another, and I followed. 
But I see Tydeus, and many armed with shields around him, 
darting with their ^tolian lances at the highest battlements 
of the towers, so that our men put to flight quitted the heights 
of the ramparts ; but thy son, as a hunter, collects them toge- 
ther again ; and posted them a second time on the towers ; 
and we hasten on to another gate, having relieved the distress 
in this quarter. But Capaneus, how can I express the 
measure of his rage I For he came bearing the ranges of a 
long-reaching ladder, and made this high boast, ** lliat not 
even the hallowed fire of Jove should hinder him from taking 
the city from its liighest turrets.'' And these things soon as he 
had proclaimed, though assailed with stones, he clambered up, 

^ yiiffaa ia in apposition to Xaav in the preceding line. Cf. Orestea 
1585. 
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having contracted his body under his shield, climbing the 
slippery footing of the bars^^ of the ladder : but when he was 
now mounting the battlements of the walls Jupiter strikes 
him with his thunder ; and the earth resounded, insomuch 
that all trembled ; and his limbs were hurled, as it were by a 
sling, from the ladder separately from one another, his hair to 
heaven, and his blood to the ground, and his limbs, like the 
whirling of Ixion on his wheel, were carried round ; and his 
scorched body falb to the earth. But when Adrastus saw 
that Jove was hostile to his army, he stationed the host of 
the Argives without the trench. But ours on the contrary, 
when they saw the auspicious sign from Jove, drove out their 
chariots, horsemen and heavy-armed, and rushing into the 
midst of the Argive arms engaged in fight : and there were 
all the sorts of misery together : they died, they fell from their 
chariots, and the wheels leaped up and axles upon axles : and 
corses were heaped together with corses. — ^We have preserved 
then our towers from being overthrown to this present day ; 
but whether for the future this land will be prosperous, rests 
with the Gods. 

Chob. To conquer is glorious ; but if the Gods have the 
better intent, may I be fortunate ! 

Joe. Well are the ways of the Gk)ds, and of fortune ; for 
my children live, and my country has escaped ; but the un- 
happy Creon seems to feel the effects of my marriage, and of 
CEdipus's misfortunes, being deprived of his child; for the 
state indeed, happily, but individually, to his misery : but 
recount to me again, what after this did my two sons purpose 
to do? 

Mess. Forbear the rest ; for in every circumstance hitherto 
thou art fortunate. 

Joe. This hast thou said so as to raise suspicion ; I must 
not forbear. 

Mess. Dost thou want any thing more than that thy sons 
are safe? 
X Joe. In what follows also I would hear if I am fortunate. 

Mess. Let me go : thy son is deprived of his armour-bearer. 

** Commentators are divided on the meaning of iiniXara, One Scho- 
liast understands it to mean the uprights of the ladder in which the bars 
are fixed. Eustathias considers ivtjXaTMv fiddpa a periphrasis for /3a0/»a, 
u^iKara being the fidOpa or fiaOfili^tf which ievtX^Xairrai rolv 6pdoU ^u\on. 
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Joe. Thoa ooncealest some ill and coverest it in obsca- 
rity. 

Mess. I cannot speak thy ills after thy happiness. 

Joe. BtU thou shaUf unless fleeing from me thoa feest 
through the air. 

Mess. Alas ! alas ! Why dost thou not suffer me to depart 
after a message of glad tidings, but forcest me to tell calami- 
ties ? — Thy sons are intent on most shameful deeds of bold- 
ness — ^to engage in single combat apart from the whole armj, 
having addressed to the Argives and Thebans in common a 
speech, such as they never ought to have spoken. But Eteocles 
began, standing on the lofty turret, having commanded to pro- 
claim silence to the army. And he said, ** O generals of the 
Grecian land, and chieftains of the Danai, who have come 
hither, and O people of Cadmus, neither for the sake of 
Polynices barter your lives, nor for my cause. For I myself, 
taking this danger on myself, alone will enter the lists with 
my brother ; and if indeed I slay him, I will dwell in the 
palace alone ; but should I be subdued, I will give it up to 
him alone. But you, ceasing from the combat, O Argives, 
shall return to your land, not leaving your lives here ; [of the 
Theban people also there is enough that lieth dead."] Thus 
much he spake ; but thy son Polynices rushed from the ranks, 
and approved his words. But all the Argives murmured their 
applause, and the people of Cadmus, as thinking this plan 
just. And after this the generals made a truce, and in the 
space between the two armies pledged an oath to abide by it. 
And now the two sons of the aged (Edipus clad their bodies 
in an entire suit of brazen armour. And their friends adorned 
them, the champion of this land indeed the chieftains of the 
Thebans; and him the principal men of the Danai. And 
they stood resplendent, and they changed not their colour, 
raging to let forth their spears at each other. But their friends 
on either side as they passed by encouraging them with words, 
thus spoke. " Polynices, it rests with thee to erect the statue 
of Jove, emblem of victory, and to confer a glorious fame on 
Argos." But to Eteocles on the other hand; "Now thou 
flghtest for the state, now if thou come off victorious, thou BXt 
in possession of the sceptre.** These things they said exhort- 
ing them to the combat. But the seers sacrificed the sheep, 
and scrutinized the shooting of the flames, and the bursting 
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of the gaUj the moisture adyerse-^^ to the fire, and the ex- 
tremily of the flame, which bears a twofold import, both the 
sign of victory ^^, and the sign of being defeated *^ But if 
thou hast anj power, or words of wisdom, or the soothing 
charms of incantation, go, stay thy children from the fearful 
combat, since great the danger, [and dreadful will be the sequel 
of the contest, namely y tears for thee, deprived this day of thy 
two children.] 

Jog. O my child, Antigone, come forth from before the 
palace ; the state of thy fortune suits not now the dance, nor 
the virgin's chamber, but it is thy duty, in conjunction with 
thy mother, to hinder two excellent men and thy brothers 
verging towards death from falling by each other's hands. 

Antigone, Jocasta, Chorus. 

Ant. With what new horrors, O mother of my being, dost 
thou call out to thy friends before the house ? 

Joe. my daughter, the life of thy brothers is gone from 
them. 

Ant. How sayest thou ? 

Joe. They are drawn out in single combat. 

Ant. Alas me ! what wilt thou say, my mother ? 

Joe. Nothing of pleasant import ; but follow. 

Ant. Whither ? leaving my virgin chamber. 

Joe. To the army. 

Ant. I am ashamed to go among the crowd. 

Joe. Thy present state admits not bashfulness. 

Ant. But what shall I do then ? 

Joe. Thou shalt quell the strife of the brothers. 

Ant. Doing what, my mother. 

Joe. Falling before them with me. 

Ant. licad to the space between the armies ; we must not 
delay. 

Joe. Haste, daughter, haste, since, if indeed I reach my 

** Musgrave would render iypoxijT* havriav by " mobilitatem male 
coalescentem ;" in this case it would indicate the bad omen, and be op- 
posed to Atepau Xufiirddaf which then should be translated " the pointed 
flame.** Yalckenaer considers the passage as desperately corrupt. See 
Mu8grave*s note. Cf. Note G. 

** If the flame was clear and vivid, 

** If it tenninated in smoke and blackness. 
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sons before tbej engage, I still exist in heayen's fair light 
but if thej die, I shall lie dead with them. 

Chorus. 

Alas I alas! shuddering with horror, shuddering is my 
breast ; and through mj flesh came pity, pitj for the unhappy 
mother, on account of her two childlren, whether of them 
then will distain with blood the other (alas me for my suffer- 
ings, O Jove, O earth), the own brother's neck, the own bro- 
ther's life, in arms, in slaughter? Wretched, wretched I, 
over which corse then shall I raise the lamentation for the 
dead ? earth, earth, the two beasts of prey, bloodthirsty 
souls, brandishing the spear, will quickly distain with blood 
the fallen, fallen enemy. Wretches, that they ever came to 
the thought of a single combat I In a foreign strain will I 
mourn with tears my elegy of groans due^ to the dead. Destiny 
is at hand — death is near ; this day will decide the event. 
Hl-fated, ill-fated murder because of the Furies I But I see 
Creon here with clouded brow advancing towards the house, 
I will cease therefore from the groans I am uttering. 

Creon, Chorus. 

Cre. Ah me ! what shall I do ? whether am I to groan in 
weeping myself, or the city, which a cloud of such magnitude 
encircles as to cast us amidst the gloom of Acheron ? For 
my son has perished having died for the city, having achieved 
a glorious name, but to me a name of sorrow. Him having 
taken just now from the dragon's den, stabbed by his own 
hand, I wretched bore in my arms ; and the whole house re- 
sounds with shrieks ; but I, myself aged, am come after my 
aged sister Jocasta, that she may wash and lay out my son 
now no more. For it behoves the living well to revere the 
God below by paying honours to the dead. 

Cho. Thy sister is gone out of the house, Creon, and 
the girl Antigone attending the steps of her mother. 

Cre. Whither ? and for what hap ? tell me. 

Cho. She heard that her sons were about to come to a con- 
test in single battle for the royal palace. 

Cre. How sayest thou ? whilst I was fondly attending to 
my son's corse, I arrived not so far in knowledge, as to be ac- 
quainted with this also. 
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Gho. But thy sister has indeed been gone some time ; but 
I think, O Creon, that the contest, in which their liyes are at 
stake, has already been concluded by the sons of CEdipus. 

Cbe. Ah me I I see indeed this signal, the downcast eye 
and countenance of the approaching messenger, who will re- 
late every thing that has taken place. 

Messexgeb, Creon, Chorus. 

Mess. wretched me I what language or what words can 
I utter ? we are undone 

Cbb. Thou beginnest thy speech with no promising prelude. 

Mess. Oh wretched me ! doubly do I lament, for I hear 
great calamities. 

Ore. In addition to the calamities that have happened dost 
thou still speak of others ? 

Mess. Thy sister's sons, O Creon, no longer behold the 
light. 

Ckb. Ah ! alas ! thou utterest great ills to me and to the 
state. 

Mess. O mansions of CEdipus, do ye hear these things of 
thy children, who have perished by similar fates ? 

Cho. Ay, so that, had they but sense, they would weep. 

Ore. O most heavy misery I Oh me wretched with woes I 
alas ! unhappy me ! 

Mess. If that thou knewest the evils yet in addition to 
these. 

Ore. And how can there be more fatal ills than these ? 

Mess. Thy sister is dead with her two children. 

Cho. Raise, raise the cry of woe, and smite your heads 
with the blows of your white hands. 

Ore. Oh unhappy Jocasta, what an end of thy life and of 
thy marriage hast thou endured in the riddles of the Sphinx^ ! 
But how took place the slaughter of her two sons, and the 
combat arising from the curse of CEdipus ? tell me. 

Mess. The success of the country before the towers indeed 
thou knowest ; for the circuit of the wall is not of such vast 
extent, but that thou must know all that has taken place. But 
after that the sons of the aged OSdipus had clad their limbs in 

** The construction of this passage is the same as that of II. A, 155. 
OatfaTov uv toi opKi* iTafivov, ** Foedus, quod pepigi, tibi mortis causa 

e6t.*' PORSON 
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brazen armour, they came and stood in the midst of the plain 
between the two armies, ready for the contest, and the fierce- 
ness of the single battle. And- having cast a look towards 
Argos, Polynices uttered his prayer ; " O venerable Juno 
(for I am thine, since in marriage I joined myself with the 
daughter of Adrastus; and dwell in that land), grant me to 
slay my brother, and to cover with blood my hostile hand bear- 
ing the victory." And Eteocles looking at the temple of 
Pallas, glorious in her golden shield, 'prayed ; " O Daughter 
of Jove, grant me with my hand to hurl my victorious spear 
from this arm home to the breast of my brother, [and slay him 
who came to lay waste my country."] And when the sound of 
the Tuscan trumpet was raised, as the torch, the signal for the 
fierce battle, they sped with dreadful rush towards each other ; 
and like wild boars whetting their savage tusks, they met, 
their cheeks all moist with foam ; and they rushed forward 
with their lances ; but they couched beneath the orbs of their 
shields, in order that the steel might fall harmless. But if 
either perceived the other's eye raised above the verge, he 
drove the lance at his face, intent to be beforehand with him : 
but dexterously they shifted their eyes to the open ornaments 
of their shields, so that the spear was made of none effect. And 
more sweat trickled down the spectators than the combatants, 
through the fears of their friends. But Eteocles, stumbling 
with his foot against a stone, which rolled under his tread *^ 
places his limb without the shield. But Polynices ran up with 
his spear, when he saw a stroke open to his steel, and the Ar- 
give spear passed through the shank. And all the host of the 
Danai shouted for joy. And the hero who first was wounded, 
when he perceived his shoulder exposed in this effort, pierced 
the breast of Polynices with his lance, and gave joy to the citi- 
zens of Cadmus, but he broke the point of his spear. But 
being come to a strait for a spear, he retreated backward on 
his leg, and taking a stone of marble, he hurled it and crash- 
ed his antagonists spear in the middle : and the battle was on 
equal terms, both being deprived of the spear in their hands. 
Then seizing the handles of their swords they met at close 
quarters, and, as they clashed their shields together, raised a 
great tumult of battle around them. And Eteocles having 

** Beck, by putting the stop after iriTpou, makes viroipo/iov to agree 
with KoXou, " his limb diverted from its tread*** 
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a sort of idea of its success, made use of a Thessalian strata- 
gem, which he had learnt &om his connexion with that coun- 
try. For giving up his present mode of attack, he brings (lis 
left foot behind, protecting well the pit of his own stomach; 
and stepping forward his right leg, he plunged the sword 
through the navel, and drove it to the vertebrse. But the un- 
happy Poljnices bending together his side and his bowels falls 
wdtering in blood. But the other, as he were now the victor, 
and had subdued him ih the fight, casting his sword on the 
ground, went to spoil him, not fixing his attention on himself, 
but on that his purpose. Which thing also deceived him ; for 
Poljnices, he that fell first, still breathing a little, preserving 
his sword e*en in his deathly fall, with difficulty iiideed, but he 
did stretch his sword to the heart of Eteocles. And holding 
the dust in their gripe they both fall near one another, and de- 
termined not the victory. 

Cho. Alas ! alas ! to what degree, O CEdipus, do I groan 
for thy misfortunes ! but the God seems to have fulfilled thy 
imprecations. 

Mess. Hear now then woes even in addition to these — ^For 
when her sons having fallen were breathing their last, at this 
moment the wretched mother rushes before them, and when 
she perceived them stricken with mortal wounds she shrieked 
out, ^' Oh my sons, I am come too late a succour :" and throw- 
ing herself by the side of her children in turn, she wept, she 
lamented with moans her long anxiety in suckling them now 
lost: and their sister, who accompanied to stand by her in her 
misery, at the same time broke forth ; " supporters of my 
mother's age ! Oh ye that have betrayed my hopes of mar- 
riage, my dearest brothers 1 " — ^But king Eteocles heaving from 
his breast his gasping breath, heard his mother, and putting 
out his cold clammy hand, sent not forth indeed a voice ; but 
from his eyes spoke her in tears to signify afiection. But 
Polynices, who yet breathed, looking at his sister and his aged 
mother, thus spoke : " We perish, O my mother ; but I 
grieve for thee, and for this my sister, and my brother who 
Ues dead, for being my friend, he became my enemy, but still 
my friend. — But bury me, O mother of my being, and thou 
my sister, in my native land, and pacify the exasperated city, 
that I may obtain thus much at least of my country's land, 
although I have lost the palace. And close my eyelids with 
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thy hand, my mother" (and he places it himself upon his 
eyes), " and fare ye well 1 for now darkness surroundeth me." 
And both breathed out their Kves together. And the mother, 
when she saw what had taken place, beyond endurance griev- 
ing, snatched the sword from the dead body, and perpetrated 
a deed of horror ; for she drove the steel through the middle 
of her throat, and lies dead on those most dear to her, having 
each in her arms embraced. ' But the people rose up hastily 
to a strife of opinions ; we indeed, as iiolding, that my master 
was victorious ; but they, that the other was ; and there was 
also a contention between the generals, those on the other side 
contended, that Polynices first struck with the spear, but those 
on ours that there was no victory where the combatants died. 
[And in the mean time Antigone withdrew from the army ;] 
but they rushed to arms ; but fortunately by a sort of foresight 
the people of Cadmus had sat upon their shields: and we 
gained the advantage of falling on the Argives not yet ac- 
coutred in their arms. And no one made a stand, but fiying 
they covered the plain ; and immense quantities of blood were 
spilt of the corses that fell, but when we were victorious in 
the fight, some indeed raised the image of Jove emblem of 
victory, but some of us stripping the shields from the Argive 
corses sent the spoils within the city. But others with Anti- 
gone are bearing hither the dead for their friends to lament 
over. But these contests have in some respect turned out 
most happy for this state, but in other respect most unhappy. 
Cho. No longer the misfortunes of the house come to our 
ears, we may also see before the palace these three fallen 
eorses, who have shared the dark realms by a united death. 

[ The dead bodies borne,'] 

Antigone, Creon, Chorus. 

Ant. Not veiling the softness of my cheek on which my 
ringlets fall, nor caring for the purple glow of virginity under 
my lids, the blush of my countenance, I am borne along the 
bacchanal of the dead, rending the fillet from my hair, reject- 
ing the safiron robe of delicateness, having the mournful office 
of conducting the dead. Alas I alas I woe is me 1 Oh Poly- 
nices, thou well answeredst to thy name ! Alas me ! Oh 
Thebes I but thy strife, no strife, but murder consummated 
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with mnrder^'^y hath destroyed the house of CEdipus with 
dreadful, with mournful hlood. But what groan responsive to 
my sufferings, or what lament of music shall I inyoke to mj 
tears, to mj tears, O house, O house, bearing these three 
kindred bodies, mj mother, and her children, the joj of the 
fmy ? who destroyed the entire house of CEdipus, what time 
intelligently^ he unfolded the difficult song of the fierce 
monster, having thereby slain the body of the fierce musical 
Sphinx. Alas me I my father ; what Grecian, or what 
Barbarian, or what other of the noble in birth, of mortal 
blood, in time of old ever bore such manifest sufferings of so 
many ills ? Wretched I, how do I lament ! What bird, sit- 
ting on the highest boughs of the oak or pine, will sing respon- 
sive to my lamentations, who have lost my mother? who 
weep the strain of grief in addition to toese moans far my 
brotkerSy about to pass my long life in floods of tears. — 
Which shall I bewail ? On which first shall I scatter the first 
offerings rent from my hair ? On my mother's two breasts of 
milk, or upon the death-wounds of my two brothers ? Alas I 
alas ! Leave thine house, bringing thy sightless eye, O aged 
father, CEdipus, shew thy wretched age, who within thy palace, 
having poured the gloomy darkness over thine eyes, di^aggest 
on a long^^ life. Dost thou hear wandering in the hall, — 
resting thy aged foot upon the couch in a state of misery ? 

CEdipus, Creon, Antigone, Chorus. 

CEd. Why, O virgin, hast thou with the most doleful tears 
called me forth leaning on the supp<»Tt of a blind foot^ to the 
light, a bed-ridden man from his darksome chamber, grey- 
headed, an obscure phantom of air — a dead body beneath the 
earth-i-a flitting dream ? 

Antw O fatheri t^iou sluidt receive words of unhappy tidings ; 
no longer do thy children behold the light, nor thy wife, who 

^ The constraclion is <ftovo9 xpavOtl^ <^6vif : aH/xetTi depends on cv un- 
derstood. 

^ Most MSS. have Iqvpst69, Here then is a remarkable instance of 
the same word having both an active and a passive signification in the 
same sentence. 

^ fuucpoirpovvy not fiaxpoirow, is Person's reading, iiaKp^yow Xjuh is 
explained " vita in qua longo tempore spiratur ; ergo longiu" 

*> See note at Hecuba 65. 
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ever was employed in attending as a staff on thy blind foot, 
mj father : alas me I 

CEd. Alas me, for my sufferings I for well may I groan 
and vociferate these things. The three souls, teU me, my 
child, by what fate, how quitted they this light ? 

Ant. Not for the sake of reproaching thee, nor exulting 
over thee, but for grief I speak : thy evil genius, heavy with 
swords, and fire, and wretched combats, has rushed down 
upon thy children, O my father. 

CEd. Alas me ! ah I ah I 

Ant. Why dost thou thus groan ? 

CEd. Alas me ! my children I 

Ant« Thou wouldest grieve indeed, if looking on the cha- 
riot of the sun drawn by its four steeds, thou couldest direct 
the sight of thine eyes to these bodies of the dead. 

(Ed. The evil of my sons indeed is manifest; but my 
wretched wife, by what fate, O my child, did she perish ? 

Ant. Causing to all tears of grief they could not contain, 
to her children she bared her breast, a suppliant she bared it, 
holding it up in supplication. But the mother found her chil- 
dren at the Electran gate, in the mead where the lotus abounds, 
contending with their lances in the common war, as lions bred 
in the same cave, with the blood-wounds now a cold, a gory 
libation, which Pluto received, and Mars gave. And having 
seized the brazen-wrought sword from the dead she plunged 
it into her flesh, but with grief for her children she fell amidst 
her children. But all these sufferings, O my father, has the 
Grod heaped this day upon our house, whoever he be, that 
adds this consummation. 

Cho. This day hath been the beginning of many woes to 
the house of CEdipus ; but may life be more fortunate ! 

Crb. Now indeed cease from your grief, for it is time to 
think of the sepulture. But hear these words, O CEdipus ; 
Eteocles, thy son, hath given to me the dominion of this land, 
giving them as a marriage portion to Hsemon, and with them 
the bed of thy daughter Antigone. I therefore will not suffer 
thee any longer to dwell in this land. For clearly did Tiresias 
say, that never, whilst thou dost inhabit this hind, will the 
state be prosperous. But depart ; and this I say not from 
insolence, nor being thine enemy, but on account of thy evil 
genius, fearing lest the country suffer any harm. 
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(Ed. O Fate, from the beginning how wretched [and un- 
happy] didst thou form me, [if ever other man was formed !] 
whom, even before I came into the light from mj mother's 
womb, when yet unborn Apollo foretold that I should be the 
murderer of my father Lai'us, alas I wretch that I am ! And 
when I was born, again my father who gave me life, seeks to 
take my life, considering that I was born his enemy : for it 
was fated that he should die by my hands, and he sends me, 
poor wretch, as I craved the breast, a prey for the wild beasts : 
where I was preserved — ^for would that Cithseron, it ought, 
had sunk to the bottomless chasms of Tartarus, for that it did 
not destroy me ; but the God fixed it my lot to serve under 
Polybus my master: but I unhappy man, having slain my 
own father, ascended the bed of my wretched mother, and be- 
gat children, my brothers, whom I destroyed, having received 
down the curse from Laius, and given it to my sons. For I 
was not by nature so utterly devoid of understanding, as to 
have devised such things against my eyes, and against the 
life of my children, without the interference of some of the 
Grods. Well ! — what then shall I ill-fated do ? who will acr 
company me the guide of my dark steps ? She that lies here 
dead ! living, weU know I, she would. But my noble pair of 
sons ? I have no sons. — ^But still in my vigour can I myself 
procure my sustenance? "Whence? — ^Why, O Creon, dost 
thou thus utterly kill me ? for kill me thou wilt, if thou sbalt 
cast me out of the land. Yet will I not appear base, stretch- 
ing my hands around thy knees, for I cannot belie my former 
nobleness, not even though my plight is miserable. 

Ckb. Well has it been spoken by thee, that thou wilt not 
touch mj knees, but I cannot permit thee to dwell in the land. 
But of these corses, the one we must even now bear to the 
house ; but the body of Polynices cast out unburied beyond 
the borders of this land. And these things shall be pro- 
claimed to all the Thebans : *' whoever shall be found either 
crowning the corse, or covering it with earth, shall receive 
death for his offence." BuJ^ thou, ceasing from the groans 
for the three dead, retire, Antigone, within the house, and be- 
have as beseems a virgin, expecting the approaching day in 
which the bed of Harmon awaits thee. 

Ant. Oh father, in what a state of woes do we miserable 
beings lie ! Uow do I lament for thee ! more than for the 

K 


130 THE PHCENICIAN VIBGINS. 1641-1678. 

dead I For it is not that one of thj ills is heavy, and the 
other not heavy, hat thoa art in all things unhappy, mjr 
father. — ^Bnt thee I ask, our new lord, [wherefore dost thou 
insult my father here, banishing him from his country?] Why 
make ihy laws against an unhappy corse ? 

Crb. The determination of Eteocles this, not mine. 

Ant. It is absurd, and thou a fool to enforce it. 

Crb. How so ? Is it not just to execute injunctions ? 

Ant. No, if they are base, at least, and spoken with ill 
intent. 

Ore. What ! will he not with justice be given to the d<^8 ? 

Ant. iVb, for thus do ye not demand of him lawful justice. 

Crb. We do; since he was the enemy of the state, who 
least ought to be an enemy. 

Ant. Hath he not paid then his life to fortune ? 

Ore. And in his burial too let him now satisfy vengeance. 

Ant. What outrage having committed, if he came after his 
share of the kingdom ? 

Ore. This man, that you may know once for all, shall be 
unburied. 

Ant. I will bury him ; even though the city forbid it. 

Ore. Thyself then wilt thou at the same time bury near 
the corse. 

Ant. But that is a glorious thing, for two friends to lie near. 

Ore. Lay hold of her, and bear her to the house. 

Ant. By no means— -for I will not let go this body* 

Ore. The Grod has decreed it, vixgin, not as thou wilt. 

Ant. And this too is decreed — ^that the dead be not insulted. 

Ore. Around him none shall place the moist dust. 

Ant. Nay, by his mother here Jocasta, I entreat thee, 
Creon. 

Crb. Thou labourest in vain, for thou canst not obtain this. 

Ant. But suffer thou me at any rate to bathe the body. 

Crb. This would be one of the things forbidden by the 
state. 

Ant. But let me put bandages round his cruel wounds. 

Crb. In no way shalt thou shew respect to this corse. 

Ant. Oh most dear, but I will at least kiss thy lips* 

Crb. Thou shalt not prepare calamity against thy wedding 
by thy lamentations. 

Ant. What I while I live shall I ever marry thy sou ? 
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Crb. There is strong necessity for thee, for by what means 
wilt thou escape the marriage ? 

Ant. That night then shall find me one of the Danaidas. 

CsB. Dost mark with what audacity she hath insulted us ? 

Ant. The steel be witness, and the sword, by which I 
swear* 

Cbe. But why art thoa so eager to get rid of this marriage ? 

Ant. I will take my flight with my most wretched father 
here. 

Cbe. There is nobleness in thee ; but there is some degree ' 
of folly. 

Ant. And I will die with him too, that thou mayest far- 
ther know. 

Cbs. Go — ^thou shalt not slay my son--quit the land. 

CEdifus, Antioone, Chobus. 

CEd. daughter, I praise thee indeed i^r thy zealous 
intentions. 

Ant. But if I were to marry, and thou suf^ banishment 
alone, my father ? 

CEd. Stay and be happy ; I will bear with content mine 
own ills. 

Ant. And who will minister to thee, blind as thou art, my 
father ? 

(Ed. Falling wherever it shall be my fate, I will lie on the 
ground. 

Ant. But CEdipus, where is he ? and the renowned Enig- 
mas ? 
(Ed. Perished ! one day blest me, and one day destroyed. 
Ant. Ought not I then to have a share in thy woes ? 
(Ed. To a daughter exile with a blind father is shameful. 
Ant. Not to a right-minded one however, but honourable, 
my father. 

CEd. Lead me now onward, that I may touch thy mother. 
Ant* There : touch the aged woman with thy most dear 
hand. 

(Ed. mother ! Oh most hapless wife I 
Ant. She doth lie miserable, having all ills at once on her. 
CEd. But where is the fallen body of Eteocles, and of Poly- 
nices ? 

Ant. They lie extended before thee near one another. 

K 2 
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CEd. Place mj blind hand upon their unhappy faces. 

Ant. There : touch thj dead children with thj hand. 

(Ed. O ye dear wrecks, unhappy, of an unhappy father. 

Ant. O name of Polynices, most dear indeed to me. 

(Ed. Now, my child, is the oracle of Apollo come to pass. 

Ant. What ? but dost thou mention evils in addition to 
these evils ? 

(Ed. That I must die an exile at Athens. 

Ant. "Where ? what citadel of Attica will receive thee ? 

(Ed. The sacred Colonus, and the temple of the Equestrian 
God. But stay — ^minister to thy blind father here, since thou 
art desirous of sharing his exile. 

Ant. Gro to thy wretched banishment : stretch forth thy 
dear hand, O aged father, having me as thy guide, as the gale 
that wafts the ship. 

(Ed. Behold, I go, my child, be thou my unhappy con- 
ductor. 

Ant. We are, we are indeed unhappy above all Theban 
virgins. 

(Ed. Where shall I place my aged footstep? Bring my 
staff, my child. 

Ant. This way, this way come ; here, here place thy foot, 
thou that hast the strength of a dream. 

(Ed. Alas ! alas I for my most wretched flight ! — To drive 
me, old as I am, from my country^-Alas ! alas ! the dreadful, 
dreadful things that I have suffered I 

Ant. What suffered ! what suffered '"^^ ! Vengeance sees 
not the wicked, nor repays the foolishness of mortals. 

(Ed. That man am I, who mounted aloft to the victorious 
heavenly song, having solved the dark enigma of the virgin 
Sphinx. ' 

Ant. Dost thou bring up again the glory of the Sphinx ? 
Forbear from speaking of thy former successes. These wretch- 
ed sufferings awaited thee, O father, being an exile from thy 
country to die any where. Leaving with my dear virgins 
tears for my loss, I depart far from my country, wandering in. 
state not Uke a virgin's. 

(Ed. Oh I the excellency of thy mind ! 

** The old reading was t£ tXos ; rt tX&v ; making it the present tense. 
Bninck first edited it as it stands in Porson. Antigone repeats the hisc 
word of her father. 
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Ant. In the calamities of a father at least it will make me 
glorious. Wretched am I, on account of the insults offered 
to thee and to my brother, who has perished from the family, 
a corse denied sepulture, unhappy, whom, even if I must die, 
my father, I will cover with secret earth. 

(Ed. Go, shew thyself to thy companions. 

Ant. They have enough of my lamentations. 

(Ed. But make thy supplications at the altars. 

Ant. They have a satiety of my woes. 

(Ed. Gro then, where stands the fane of Bacchus unap- 
proached, on the mountains of the Maenades. 

Ant. To whom I formerly, clad in the skin of the Theban 
fawn, danced the sacred step of Semele on the mountains, 
conferring a thankless favour on the (jrods ? 

(Ed. O ye inhabitants of my illustrious country, behold, I, 
this (Edipus, who alone stayed the violence of the bloodthirsty 
Sphinx, now, dishonoured, forsaken, miserable, am banished 
from the land. Yet why do I bewail these things, and lament 
in vain ? For the necessity of fate proceeding from the Gods 
a mortal must endure. 

Crb. [O greatly glorious Victory, mayest thou uphold my 
life, and cease not from crowning me I] (See note H.) 


ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


A. ** Signum interrogandi uon post vtavluQ, sed post XoxaySg ponen- 
dum. \oxay6e in libris pedagogo triboitur : quod correxit Hermannus." 

DiMDORF. 

B. Porson and Dindorf (in lus notes) favour Reiske's conjecture, 
wvKvoXfft for wpyoXat, 

G. Dindorf rightly approves the explanation of Musgrave, who takes 
<rrc^avoi(ri, like the Latin corona^ to mean the asumbUet. He translates: 
*' neo in pukhroB chorot duoerUibua circulia jwoentutU** 

D. The full sense, as laid down by Schoefer and Dindorf, is, " for 
ever when an old man travels, whether in a carriage, or on foot, he re- 
quires help from others." vaoa avrivti vovc re is rather boldly used, 
but is not without example. 

E. i. e. ** you ask a thing (i. e. your son's safety) dangerouB to the 
city, which you cannot preservo" Sch(efbb. 

F. These three lines are condemned by Valck. and Dind. 

G. Matthiae attempts to explain these words as follows : " Ifiirvpoi 
iLKfuii may be put for rd ifiwoa^ in which the seers observed {kvtafuav) 
two things, viz. the eUvitiona (pritsiQ) of the flame, which, if it slid round 
the altars, was of ill omen (hence itypal, i. e. gliding gently around the 
altars with many curves, for which is put vyporriQ Ivavria) ; and 2ndly, 
the upright shooting of the flame, axpav Xaiiwdia" 

H. See Dindorf on Orest. 1691. He fully condemns these lines as 
the work of an interpolator. They are, however, as old as the days of 
Lucian. 


MEDEA. 


PERSONS REPRESENTEa 

NURSE. 

TUTOR. 

MEDEA. 

CHORUS OF CORINTHIAN WOMEN. 

CREON. 

JASON. 

-EGEUS. 

MESSENGER. 

SONS OF MEDEA. 

The Scene Ue» in the veaiibtUe of the palace o/Jaton at Corinth, 


THE AEGUMENT. 


Jason, hayiDg come to Corinth, and bringing with him Medea, espouses 
Glauce, the daughter of Creon, king of Corinth. But Medea, on the 
point of being banished from Corinth by Creon, haying asked to remain 
one day, and having obtained her wish, sends to Glauce, by the hands of 
her sons, presents, as an acknowledgment for the favourt a robe and a 
golden chaplet, which she puts on and perishes ; Creon also having em- 
braced his dau^ter is destroyed. But Medea, when she had slain her 
children, escapes to Athens, in a chariot drawn by winged dragons, which 
she received from the Sun, and there marries ^geus son of Pandion. 


MEDEA. 


Nurse of Medea. 

Would that thehuUof Argo had not winged her way to the 
Colchian land through the Cjanean Sjmplegades ^ and that 
the pine felled in the forests of Pelion had never fallen, nor 
had caused the hands of the chiefs • to row \ who went in 
search of the golden fleece for Pelias ; for neither then would 
my mistress Medea have sailed to the towers of the lolcian 
land, deeply smitten in her mind with the love of Jason ; nor 
having persuaded the daughters of Pelias to slay their father 
would she have inhabited this country of Corinth with her 
husband and her children, pleasing indeed by her flight^ the 
citizens to whose land she came, and herself concurring in 
every respect with Jason ; which is the surest support of con- 
jugal happiness, when the wife is not estranged from the hus- 
band. But now every thing is at variance, and the dearest 
ties are weakened. For having betrayed his own children, 
and my mistress, Jason reposes in royal wedlock, having mar- 
ried the daughter of Creon, who is prince of this land. But 
Medea the unhappy, dishonoured, calls on his oaths, and re- 
calls the hands they plighted, the greatest pledge of fidelity, 
and invokes the gods to witness what return she meets with 

* The Cyaneffi PetrsB, or Symplegades, were two rocks in tihie mouth of 
the Buzine Sea, said to meet together with prodigious violence, and crush 
the passing ships. See Pindar. Pyth. iv. 386. 

* ipeTfiStarai signifies to make to row ; Iperfiriaai, to row. In the same 
sense the two verbs derived from iroXe/*o« are used, troXefiou signifying 
ad bellum ezcito ; ^roXc/uceo, helium gero. 

* Elmaley reads <pvyii in tiie nominative case, " a flight indeed pleat' 
inff," etc. 
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from Jason. And she lies without tasting food, having sunk 
her body in grief, dissolving all her tedious time in tears, after 
she had once known that she had been injured bj her hus- 
band, neither raising her eye, nor lifting her countenance from 
the ground ; but as the rock, or the wave of the sea, does she 
listen to her friends when advised. Save that sometimes 
having turned her snow-white neck she to herself bewails her 
dear father, and her country, and her house, having betrayed 
which she hath come hither with a man who has now dishon- 
oured her. And she wretched hath discovered from affliction 
what it is not to forsake one's paternal country. But she hates 
her children, nor is she delighted at beholding them : but I 
fear her, lest she form some new design : for violent is her 
mind, nor will it endure to suffer ills. I know her, and I fear 
her, lest she should force the sharpened sword through her 
heart, or even should murder the princess and him who mar- 
ried her, and after that receive some greater ill. For she is 
violent ; he who engages with her in enmity will not with 
ease at least sing the song of victory. But these her children 
are coming hither having ceased from their exercises, nothing 
mindful of their mother's ills, for the mind of youth is Dot 
wont to grieve. 

Tutor, with the Sons op Medea, Nubse. 

Tut. O thou ancient possession of my mistress's house, 
why dost thou stand at the gates preserving thus thy solitude, 
bewailing to thyself our misfortunes ? How doth Medea wish 
to be left alone without thee ? 

NuR. O aged man, attendant on the children of Jason, to 
faithful servants the affairs of their masters turning out ill 
are a calamity, and lay hold upon their feelings. For I have 
arrived at such a height of grief that desire hath stolen on 
me to come forth hence and tell the misfortunes of Medea to 
the earth and heaven. 

Tut. Does not she wretched yet receive any respite from 
her grief ? 

Nub. I envy thy ignorance ; her woe is at its rise, and not 
even yet at its height. 

Tut. O unwise woman, if it is allowable to say this of onela 
lords, since she knows nothing of later ills. 

NuR. But what is this, O aged man ? grudge not to tell me. 
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Tut. Nothing : I have repented even of what was said before. 

NuR. Do not, I beseech you by your beard, conceal it from 
your fellow-servant ; for I will preserve silence, if it be neces- 
sary, on these subjects. 

Ttjt. I heard from some one who was saying, not appear- 
ing to listen, having approached the places where dice is 
played, where the dders sit, around the hallowed fount of 
Firene, that the king of this land, Creon, intends to banish 
from the Corinthian country these children, together with 
their mother ; whether this report be true, however, I know 
not ; but I wish this may not be the case. 

Nub. And will Jason endure to see his children suffer this,, 
even although he is at enmity with their mother ? 

Tut. Ancient alliances are deserted for new, and he is no 
friend to this family. 

Nub. We perish then, if to the old we shall add a new ill, 
before the former be exhausted^. 

Tut. But do thou, for it is not seasonable that my mistress 
should know this, restrain your tongue, and be silent on this 
report. 

Nub. O my children, do you hear what your father is to- 
wards you? Yet in»y he not perish, for he is my master, 
yet he is found to be treacherous towards his friends. 

Tut. And what man is not ? dost thou only now know 
this, that every one loves himself dearer than his neighbour^, 
some indeed with justice, but others even for the sake of gain, 
unless it be that^ their father loves not these at least on ac- 
count of new nuptials. 

Nub. Gro within the house, my children, for all will be well. 
But do thou keep these as much as possible out of the way, 
and let them not approach their mother, deranged through 
grief. For but now I saw her looking with wildness in her 
eyes on these, as about to execute some design, nor will she 
oease from her fury, I well know, before she overwhelm some 
one with it ; upon her enemies however, and not her friends, 
may she do some [ill.] 

* Literally, Befors we have drained this to the very dregs. So Virgil, 
^n. It. 14. Qum bella exhauata oanebat ! 

* Ter. And. Act. ii. Sc. 5. Omnea atbi malle meliue eaae quam aUeru 
Ac. It. Sc. 1. ProxinvM sum egomet mihi. 

* Elmsley reads xtd for tl, '< And their father,** etc. 
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Medea, (within,) Wretch that I am, and miserable on ac- 
count of my misfortunes, alas me I would I might perish I 

NuR. Thus it is, my children ; jour mother excites her 
heart, excites her fury. Hasten as quick as possible within 
the house, and come not near her sight, nor approach her, but 
guard against the fierce temper and violent nature of her self- 
willed mind. Go now, go as quick as possible within. But 
it is evident that the cloud of grief raised up from the begin- 
ning will quickly burst forth with greater fury ; what I pray 
will her soul, great in rage, implacable, irritated by ills, per- 
form ! 

Med. Alas I alas ! I wretched have suffered, have suffered 
treatment worthy of great lamentation. O ye accursed children 
of an hated mother, may ye perish with your father, and may 
the whole house fall. 

Nub. Alas I alas I me miserable ! but why should your 
children share their father's error? Why dost thou hate 
these? Alas me, my children, how beyond measure do I 
grieve lest ye suffer any evil ! Dreadful are the dispositions 
of tyrants, and somehow in few things controlled, in most ab- 
solute, they with difficulty lay aside their passion. The being 
accustomed then ^ to live in mediocrity of life is the better : 
may it be my lot then to grow old if not in splendour, at least 
in security. For, in the first place, even to mention the name 
of moderation carries with it superiority, but to use it is by far 
the best conduct for men ; but excess of fortune brings more 
power to men than is convenient^; and has brought greater 
woes upon families, when the Deity be enraged. 

Nurse, Chorus. 

Chor. I heard the voice, I heard the cry of the unhappy 
Colchian ; is not she yet appeased ? but, O aged matron, tell 
me ; for within the apartment with double doors I heard her 
cry ; nor am I delighted, woman, with the griefs of the 
family, since it is friendly to me. 

NuR. The family is not ; these things are gone already : 

' In Elms. Dind. t6 yd/9 tWitrdat, "for the being accustomed" etc. 

B SuvaTai here signifies t<rx<^ct, aQivti ; and in this sense it is repeatedly 
used : ovdiva Kaipdvy in this place, is not to be interpreted '* intempes- 
tive," but " immoderate, supra modum." For this signification consult 
Stephens's Thesaurus, word Kaipov, Elmsley. 
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for he possesses the hed of royalty ; hut she, my mistress, is 
melting away her life in her chamber, in no way soothing her 
mind by the advice of any one of her friends. 

Med. Alas ! alas ! may the flame of heaven rush through 
my head, what profit for me to live any longer. Alas I alas I 
may I rest myself in death, having left an hated life 

Chob. Dost thou hear, O Jove, and earth, and light, the 
cry which the wretched bride utters ? why I pray should this 
insatiable love of the marriage-bed hasten thee, O vain wo- 
man, to death? Pray not for this. But if thy husband 
courts a new bed, be not thus ^ enraged with him. Jove will 
avenge these wrongs for thee : waste not thyself so, bewailing 
thy husband. 

Med. ^O great Themis and revered Diana, do ye behold 
what I suffer, having bound my accursed husband by power- 
ful oaths ? Whom may I at some time see and his bride torn 
piecemeal with their very houses, who dare to injure me first. 
O my father, O my city, whom I basely abandoned, having 
slain my brother. 

NuR. Do ye hear what she says, and how she invokes 
Themis hearing the vow, and Jove who is considered the 
dispenser of oaths to mortals ? It is not possible that my 
mistress will lull her rage to rest on any trivial circumstance. 

Chob. By what means could she come into our sight, and 
hear the voice of our discourse, if she would by any means 
remit her fierce anger and her fury of mind. Let not my zeal 
however be wanting ever to my friends. But go and conduct 
her hither from without the house, my friend, and tell her 
this : hasten, before she injure in any way those within, for 
this grief of hers is increased to a great height. 

Nub. I will do it, but I fear that I shall not persuade my 
mistress ; nevertheless I will give you this favour of my 
labour. And yet with the aspect of a lioness that has just 
brought forth does she look sternly on her attendants when 
any one approaches near attempting to address her. But 
thou wouldest not err in calling men of old foolish and nothing 
wise, who invented songs, for festivals, for banquets, and for 
suppers, the delights of life that charm the ear ; but no mor- 
tal has discovered how to soothe with music and with varied 

' o^i is used in this sense y. 49, 687, 901, of this Flay. 
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Strains those bitter pangs, from which death and dreadful 
misfortanes overthrow families. And yet for men to assuage 
these griefs with music were gain ; but where the plenteouB 
banquet is furnished, why raise they the song in vain ? for 
the present bounty of the feast brings pleasure of itself to men. 
Chob. I heard the dismal sound of groans, and in a shrill 
voice she vents her bitter ^^ anguish on the traitor to her 
bed, her faithless husband-^end suffering wrongs she calls 
upon the Goddess Themis, arbitress of oaths, daughter of 
Jove, wh6 conducted her to the opposite coast of Greece, 
across the sea by night, over the salt straits of the boundless 
ocean. 

Medea, Chobus. 

Mbd. Ye Corinthian dames, I have come from out my 
palace; do not in any wise blame me; for I have known 
many men who have been ^^ renowned, some who have lived 
far from public notice, and others in the world ; but those of 
a retired turn have gained for themselves a character of in- 
famy and indolence* For justice dwells not in the eyes of 
man ^\ whoever, before he can well discover the disposition 
of a man, hates him at sight) in no way wronged by him. 
But it is necessary for a stranger exactly to conform himself 
to the state, nor would I praise the native, whoever becoming 
self-willed is insolent to his fellow-citizens through ignorance. 
But this unexpected event that hath fallen upon me hath de- 
stroyed my spirit: I am going, and having given up the 
pleasure of life I am desirous to meet death, my friends. 
For he on whom my all rested, as you well know, my husband, 
has turned out the basest of men. But of all things as many 
as have life and intellect, we women are the most wretched 
race. Who indeed first must purchase a husband with excess 

> *<^ fkoytph. is best taken with Reiske as the accusative plural, though 
the Scholiast considers it the nominative singular. Elmslbt. 

II ye7ftira9 need not be translated as vofit|[o/uiiM>vv, the sense is ^mrot : 
80 av6<idf|« 7ey«!)9, line 225. 

>3 That is, ^e character of man cannot he discovered by the counte- 
nance : so Juvenal, 

Fronti nulla fides. 

ZvTvi^ though in the singular number, refers to fipor&v in the plural ; a 
similar construction is met with in Homer, II. F. 279. 

dvBpAirow Tltftfvvdov, o n? ic* lirlopKov ofioinrff. 
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of money, and receive him a lord of our persons ; for this is a 
stiU greater ill than the former. And in this is the greatest 
risk, whether we receive a had one or a good one ; for divorces 
hring not good fame to women, nor is it possible to repudiate 
one's husband. But on passing to new tempers and new laws, 
one need be a prophetess, as one cannot learn of one's self, 
what sort of consort one shall most likely experience. And 
if with us carefully performing these things an husband shall 
dwell not imposing on us a yoke with severity, enviable is our 
life ; if not, to die is better^ But a man, when he is displeased 
living with those at home, having gone abroad is wont to re- 
lieve his heart of uneasiness, having recourse either to some 
friend or compeer. But we must look but to one person. 
But they say of us that we live a life of ease at home, but 
they are fighting with the spear ; judging ill, since I would 
rather thrice stand in arms, than once suffer the pangs of 
child-birth« But, for the same argument comes not home to 
you and me, this is thy city, and thy father's house, thine are 
both the luxuries of life, and the society of friends ; but I 
being destitute, cityless, am wronged by my husband, brought 
as a prize from a foreign land, having neither mother, nor 
brother, nor relation to afibrd me shelter from this calamity. 
So much then I wish to obtain from you, if any plan or con- 
trivance be devised by me to repay with justice these injuries 
on my husband, and on him who gave his daughter, and on 
her to whom he was married ^', that you would be silent ; for 
a woman in other respects is full of fear, and timid to look 
upon deeds of courage and the sword ; but when she is injured 
in her bed, no other disposition is more bloodthirsty. 

Chob. I will do this ; for with justice, Medea, wilt thou 
avenge thyself on thy husband, and I do not wonder that you 
lament your misfortunes. But I see Creon monarch of this 
land advancing, the messenger of new counsels. 

Creon, Medea, Chorus. 

Cbb. Thee of gloomy countenance, and enraged with thy 
husband, Medea, I command to depart in exile from out of this 

'* GrammaTiaiiB teach as that ya/uiv is applied to the husband, yafiti' 
vOat to the wife ; and this rule will generally be found to hold good. We 
must either then read Vi t* iyrtfiaTo^ which Porson does not object to, and 
Elmsley adopts ; or understand iyntiaro in an ironical sense, in the spirit 
of Martial's Uxori nubere nolo metB : in the latter ease j t* iyiifAuro should 
be read (not 9v r*), as being the proper syntax. 
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land, taking with thee thy two children, and not to delaj in 
any way, since I am the arbiter of this edict, and I will not 
return back to my palace, until I shall driye thee beyond the 
boundaries of this realm. 

Med. Alas I alas I I wretched am utterly destroyed, for my 
enemies stretch out every cable against me ; nor is there any 
easy escape from this evil, but I will speak, although suffer- 
ing injurious treatment; for what, Creon, dost thou drive me 
from this land ? 

Ore. I fear thee (there is no need for me to wrap my words 
in obscurity), lest thou do my child some irremediable mischief. 
And many circumstances are in unison with this dread. Thou 
art wise, and skilled in many evil sciences, and thou art ex- 
asperated, deprived of thy husband's bed. And I hear that 
thou threatenest, as they tell me, to wreak some deed of 
vengeance on the betrother, and the espouser and the espous- 
ed ; against this then, before I suffer, will I guard. Better 
is it for me now to incur enmity from you, than softened by 
your words afterwards greatly to lament it. 

Med. Alas I alas I not now for the first time, but often, 
Creon, hath this opinion injured me, and worked me much 
woe. But whatever man is prudent, let him never educate his 
children too deep in wisdom. For, independent of the other 
charges of idleness which they meet with, they find hostile 
envy from their fellow-citizens. For holding out to fools some 
new-discovered wisdom, thou wilt seem to be useless and not 
wise. And being judged superior to others who seem to have 
some varied knowledge, thou wilt appear offensive in the dty. 
But even I myself share this fortune ; for being wise, to some 
I am an object of envy, but to others unsuited ; but I am not 
very wise. Thou then fearest me, lest thou suffer some griev- 
ous mischief ^^. My affairs are not in a state, fear me not, 
Creon, so as to offend against princes. For in what hast thou 
injured me? Thou hast given thy daughter to whom thy 
mind led thee ; but I hate my husband : but thou, I think, 
didst these things in prudence. And now I envy not that thy 
affairs are prospering ; make your alliances, be successful ; but 
suffer me to dwell in this land, for although injured wiU I keep 
silence, overcome by my superiors. 

^* The primary signification of nrXiififitXiii is abiomu, (mt of Ukm * 
hence is easily deduced the signification in which it is often round in 
Euripides. The word irXit/i/AcX^o-as occurs in the PhcenissflB, L 1669. 
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Ore. Thou speakest soft words to the ear, but within my 
mind I have my feai:s, lest thou meditate some evil intent. 
And so much the less do I trust thee than before. For a 
woman that is quick to anger, and a man likewise, is easier to 
guard against, than one that is crafty and keeps silence. But 
begone as quick as possible, make no more words ; since this 
is decreed, and thou hast no ftrt, by which thou wUt stay with 
118, being hostile to me. 

Med. No I beseech you by your knees, and your newly 
married daughter. 

Cb£. Thou wastest words ; for thou wilt never persuade 
me. 

Med. Wilt thou then banish me, nor reverence my prayers ? 

Crb. For I do not love thee better than my own family. 

Med. O my country, how I remember thee now ! 

Ore. For next to my children it is much the dearest thing 
to me. 

Med. Alas I alas I how great an ill is love to man ! 

Cb£. That is, I think, as fortune also shall attend it. 

Med. Jove, let it not escape thine eye, who is the cause of 
these misfortunes. 

Cke. Begone, fond woman, and free me from these cares. 

Med. Care indeed ^^; and do not I experience cares ? 

Ore. Quickly shalt thou be driven hence by force by the 
hands of my domestics. 

Med. No, I pray not this at least ; but I implore thee, 
Creon. 

Cbe. Thou wilt give trouble, woman, it seems ^\ 

Mjid. I will go ; I dare not ask to obtain this of you. 

Cbe. Why then dost thou resist, and wilt not depart from 
these realms ? 

Med. Permit me to remain here this one day, and to bring 
my purpose to a conclusion, in what way we shall fly, and to 

lA Ehnsley approves of the reading adopted by Porson, though he has 
giTen in his text 

vovovfitv ^/U£i«, Kov TTOvoiV Kixp^/ucOa. 

" JVe are oppressed with careSy and want not other cares,** as being more 
likely to have come from Euripides. So also Dindorf. 

»• C0C toucan is here used for the more common expression ws loiKtv, 
So Herodotus, Clio, civ. ob traOvovrai ol Avdol, «« oI«ca<ri, frpdyfiuTa irap- 
exotf^^f» f^al airrol Ixovt*?. See also Hecuba, 801. 
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make provision for my sons, since their father in no way re- 
gards providing for 'his children ; but pity them, for thou also 
art the father of children ; and it is probable that thou hast 
tenderness ; for of myself I have no care whether I may suffer 
banishment, but I weep for them experiencing this calamity. 
Cre. My disposition is least of all imperious, and through 
feeling pity in many cases have I injured myself. And now 
I see that I am doing wrong, O lady, but nevertheless thou 
shalt obtain thy request ; but this I warn thee, if to-morrow's 
light of the God of day shall behold thee and thy children 
within the confines of these realms, thou shalt die : this word 
is spoken in truth. But now if thou must stay, remain here 
yet one day, for thou wilt not do any horrid deed of which I 
have dread. 

Medea, Chorus. 

Chor. Unhappy woman ! alas wretched on account of thy 
griefs 1 whither wilt thou turn ? what hospitality, or house, 
or country wilt thou find a refuge for tJiese ills ? how the 
Deity hath led thee, Medea, into a pathless tide of woes ! 

Med. Ill hath it been done on every side. Who will gain- 
say it ? but these things are not in this way, do not yet think 
it. Still is there a contest for those lately married, and to 
those allied to them no small affliction. For dost thou tliink 
I ever would have fawned upon this man, if I were not to 
gain something, or form some plan ? I would not even have 
addressed him. I would not even have touched him with my 
hands. But he hath arrived at such a height of folly, as that, 
when it was in his power to have crushed my plans, by banish- 
ing me from this land, he hath granted me to stay this day in 
which three of mine enemies will I put to death, the father, 
the bride, and my husband. But having in my power many 
resources of destruction against them, I know not, my friends, 
which I shall first attempt. Whether shall I consume the 
bridal house with fire, or force the sharpened sword through 
her heart having entered the chamber by stealth where the 
couch is spread ? But one thing is against me ; if I should 
be caught entering the house and prosecuting my plans, by 
my death I shall afford laughter for my foes. . Best then is it 
to pursue the straight path, in which I am most skilled, to 
take them off by poison. Let it be so. And suppose them 
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dead : what city will receive me ? What hospitable stranger 
affording a land of safety and a faithful home will protect my 
person ? There is none. Waiting then yet a little time, if 
any tower of safety shall appear to us, I will proceed to this 
murder in treachery and silence. But if ill fortune that leaves 
me without resource force me, I myself having grasped the 
sword, although I should die, will kill them, and will rush to 
the extreme height of daring. For never, I swear by my 
mistress whom I revere most of all, and have chosen for my 
assistant Hecate, who dwells in the inmost recesses of my 
house, shall any one of them wring my heart with grief with 
impunity. Bitter and mournful to them will I make these 
nuptials, and bitter this alliance, and my flight from this laud. 
But come, spare none of these sciences in which thou art 
skilled, Medea, deliberating and plotting. Proceed to the 
deed of terror : now is the time of resolution : seest thou 
what thou art suffering ? Ill doth it become thee to incur 
ridicule from the race of Sisyphus, and from the nuptials of 
Jason, who art sprung from a noble father, and from the sun. 
And thou art skilled. Besides also we women are, by nature, 
to good actions of the least capacity, but the most cunning in- 
ventors of every ill. 

Cho. The waters of the hallowed streams flow upwards to 

their sources, and justice and every thing is reversed. The 

counsels of men are treacherous, and no longer is the faith of 

heaven firm. But fame changes', so that my sex may have 

the glory *'. Honour cometh to the female race ; no longer 

shall opprobrious fame oppress the women. But the Muses 

shall cease from their ancient strains, from celebrating our 

perfidy. For Phoebus, leader of the choir, gave not to our 

minds the heavenly music of the lyre, since they would in 

turn have raised a strain against the race of men. But time 

of old hath much to say both of our life and the life of men. 

But thou hast sailed from thy father's house with maddened 

hearty having passed through the double rocks of the ocean, 

and thou dwellest in a foreign land, having lost the shelter of 

thy widowed 'bed, wretched woman, and art driven dishonoured 

17 Beck interprets this passage, " Mea quidem vita ut noi^ liabeat lau- 
dem, fama obstat." Heath translates it, " Jam in contrariam partem 
tendens fama efficit, ut mea quoque yita laudem habeat." We are told 
by the Scholiast, that by ^iot&v is to be understood <pvvi». 

L 2 
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an exile from this land. The reverence of oaths is gone, nor 
does shame anj longer dwell in mighty Greece, but hath fled 
away through the air. But thou helpless woman hast neither 
father's house to afford you haven from your woes, and another 
more powerful queen of the nuptial bed rules over the house. 

Jason, Medea, Chobus. 

Jas. Not now for the first time, but often have I perceived 
that fierce anger is an irremediable ilL For though it was in 
your power to inhabit this land and this house, bearing with 
gentleness the determination of thy superiors, by thy rash 
words thou shalt be banished from this land. And to me in- 
deed it is of no importance ; never cease from saying that 
Jason is the worst of men. But for what has been said by 
thee against the royal family, think it the greatest good for- 
tune that thou art punished by banishment only. I indeed 
was always employed in diminishing the anger of the enraged 
princes, and was willing that thou shouldest remain. But 
thou remittest not of thy folly, always reviling the ruling 
powers ; wherefore thou shalt be banished from the land. 
But nevertheless even after this am I come, not wearied with 
my friends, providing for thee, O woman, that thou mightest 
not be banished with thy children, either without money, or 
in want of any thing. Banishment draws many misfortunes 
with it. For although thou hatest me, I never could wish 
thee evil. 

Med. O thou vilest of men (for this is the greatest reproach 
I have in my power with my tongue to tell thee, for thy un- 
manly cowardice), hast thou come to us, hast thou come, who 
art most hateful ? This is not fortitude, or confidence, to look 
in the face of friends whom thou hast injured, but the worst 
of all diseases among men, impudence. But thou hast done 
well in coming. For both I shall be lightened in my heart 
whilst reviling thee, and thou wilt be pained at hearing me. 
But I will first begin to speak from the first circumstances. 
I preserved thee (as those Greeks well know as many as em- 
barked with thee on board the same ship Argo) when sent to 
master the fire-breathing bulls with the yoke, and to sow the 
fatal seed : and having slain the dragon who watching around 
the golden fleece guarded it with spiry folds, a sleepless guard, 
I raised up to thee a light of safety. But I myself having 
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betrayed my father, and my house, came to the Peliolic 
lolcos ^^®jpth thee, with more readiness than prudence. And 
I slew Klias by a death which it is most miserable to die, by 
the hands of his own children, and I freed thee from every 
fear. And having experienced these services from me, thou 
vilest of men, thou hast betrayed me and hast procured for 
thyself a new bed, children being born to thee, for if thou 
wert still childless it would be pardonable in thee to be ena- 
moured of this alliance. But the faith of oaths is vanished : 
nor can I discover whether thou thinkest that the former Gods 
are not still in power, or whether new laws are now laid down 
for men, since thou art at least conscious of being peijured to- 
wards me. Alas ! this right hand which thou hast often 
touched, and these knees, since in vain have I been polluted 
by a wicked husband, and have failed in my hopes. Come (for 
I will convei^e with thee as with a friend, not expecting to re- 
ceive any benefit from thee at least, but nevertheless I will ; 
for when questioned thou wilt appear more base), now whither 
shall I turn ? Whether to my father's house, which I betray- 
ed for thee, and my country, and came hither ? or to the mi- 
serable daughters of Pelias ? friendly would they indeed re- 
ceive me in their house, whose father I slew. For thus it is : 
I am in enmity with my friends at home ; but those whom I 
ought not to injure, by obliging thee, I make my enemies. On 
which account in return for this thou hast made me to be call- 
ed happy by many dames through Greece, aad' in thee I, wretch 
that I am, have an admirable and faithful husband, if cast 
out at least I shall fly this land, deserted by my friends, lonely 
with thy lonely children. Fair renown indeed to the new 
married bridegroom, that his children are wandering in po- 
verty, and I also who preserved thee. O Jove, why I pray 
hast thou given to men certain proofs of the gold which is 
adulterate, but no mark is set by nature on the person of men 
by which one may distinguish the bad man. 

Chor. Dreadful is that anger and irremediable, when friends 
with friends kindle strife. . 

Jas. It befits me, it seems, not to be weak in argument^ but 
as the prudent pilot of a vessel, with all the sail that can be 

'^ lolcos was a city of Thessaly, distant ahont seven stadiifrom the sea, 
where the parents of Jason lived : Pelion was both a mountain and city 
of Thessaly, close to lolcos ; whence lolcos is called Peliotic. 
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hoisted, to run from out of thj violent abuse, O woman. But 
I, since thou thus much vauntest thj favours, think that Venus 
alone both of Gods and men was the protectress of my voyage. 
But thou hast a fickle mind, but it is an invidious account to 
go through, how love compelled thee with his inevitable arrows 
to preserve my life. But I will not follow up arguments with 
too great accuracy, for where thou hast assisted me it is well 
Moreover thou hast received more at least from my safety ' 
than thou gavest, as I will explain to thee. First of all thou 
dwellest in Greece instead of a foreign land, and thou leamest 
what justice is, and to enjoy laws, not to be directed by mere 
force. And all the Grecians' have seen that thou art wise, 
and thou hast renown ; but if thou wert dwelling in the ex- 
treme confines of that land, there would not have been fame 
of thee. But may neither gold in my house be my lot, nor to 
attune the strain more sweet than Orpheus, if my fortune be 
not conspicuous. So much then hav^ I said of my toils ; for 
thou first broughtest forward this contest of words. But 
with regard to those reproaches which thou heapest on me for 
my roycd marriage, in this will I shew first that I have been 
wise, in the next place moderate, thirdly a great friend to thee, 
and my children : but be silent. After I had come hither 
from the lolcian land bringing with me many grievous cala- 
mities, what measure more fortunate than this could I have 
invented, than, an exile as I was, to marry the daughter of the 
monarch ? not, by which thou art grated, loathing thy bed, nor 
smitten with desire of a new bride, nor having emulation of 
a numerous offspring, for those born to me are sufficient, nor 
do I find fault with that ; but that (which is of the greatest 
consequence) we might live honourably, and might not be in 
want, knowing well that every friend flies out of the way of a 
poor man ; and that I might bring up my children worthy of 
my house, and that having begotten brothers to those children 
sprung from thee, I might place them on the same footing, 
and having united the family, I might flourish ; for both thou 
hast some need of children, and to me it were advantageous 
to advance my present progeny by means of the children 
which might arise ; have I determined ill ? not even thou 
couldest say so, if thy bed did not gall thee. But thus far have 
you come, that your bed being safe, you women think that you 
have every thing. But if any misfortune befall that, the most 
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excellent and fairest objects jou make the most hateful. It 
were well then that men should generate children from some 
other source, and that the female race should not exist, and 
thus there would not have been any evil among men *^. 

Chor. Jason, thou hast well adorned these arguments of 
thine, but nevertheless to me, although I speak reluctantly, 
thou appearest, in betraying thy wife, to act unjustly. 

Med. Surely I am in many things different from many 
mortals, for in my judgment, whatever man being unjust, is 
deeply skilled in argument, merits the severest punishment. 
For vaunting that with his tongue he can well gloze over in- 
justice, he dares to work deceit, but he is, not over-wise. Thus 
do not thou also be now plausible to me, nor skilled in speak- 
ing, for one word will overthrow thee : it behoved thee, if thou 
wert not a bad man, to have contracted this marriage having 
persuaded me, and not without the knowledge of thy friends. 

Jas. Well wouldest thou have lent assistance to this report, 
if I had mentioned the marriage to thee, who not even now 
endurest to lay aside this unabated rage of heart. 

Med. This did not move thee, but a foreign bed would lead 
in its result to an old age without honour. 

Jas. Be well assured of this, that I did not form this 
alliance with the princess, which I now hold, for the sake of 
the woman, but, as I said before also, wishing to preserve thee, 
and to beget royal children brothers to my sons, a support to 
our house. 

Med. Let not a splendid life of bitterness be my lot, nor 
wealth, which rends my heart. 

Jas. Dost thou know how to alter thy prayers, and appear 
wiser? Let not good things ever seem to you bitter, nor 
when in prosperity seem to be in adversity. 

Med. Lisult me, since thou hast refuge, but I destitute shall 
fly this land. 

*• For the same sentiment more fully expressed, see Hippolytus, 61&— 
625. See also Paradise Lost, x. 890. 

Oh why did God, 
Creator .wise» that peopled highest heaven 
With spirits masculine, create at last 
This novehy on earth, this fair defect 
Of nature, and not fill the world at once 
With men, as angels, without feminine ? 
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Jas. Thou choBest this thyself, blame no one else. 

Med. By doing what ? by manying and betraying thee ? 

Jas. By imprecating unhallowed curses on the royal family. 

Med. From thy house at least am I laden with curses. 

Jas. I will not dispute more of this with thee. But if 
thou wishest to receive either for thyself or children any part 
of my wealth as an assistant on thy flight, speak, since I am 
ready to give with an unsparing hand, and to send tokens of 
hospitality to my friends, who will treat you well ; and re- 
fusing these thou wilt be foolish, woman, but ceasing from 
thine anger, thou wilt gain better treatment. 

Med. I will neither use thy friends, nor will I receive 
aught ; do not give to me, for the gifts of a bad man bring no 
assistance. 

Jas. Then I call the Grods to witness^ that I wish to assist 
thee and thy children in every thing ; but good things please 
thee not, but thou rejectest thy friends with audacity, where- 
fore shalt thou grieve the more. 

Med. Begone, for thou art captured by desire of thy new 
bride, tarrying so long without the palace ; wed her, for per- 
haps, but with the assistance of the Grod shall it be said, thou 
wilt make such a marriage alliance, as thou wilt hereafter wish 
to renounce. 

Chor. The loves, when they come too impetuously, have 
given neither good report nor virtue among men, but if Venus 
come with moderation, no other Groddess is so benign. Never, 
O my mistress, mayest thou send forth against me from thy 
golden bow thy inevitable shaft, having steeped it in desire. 
But may temperance preserve me, the noblest gift of heaven ; 
never may dreaded Yenus, having smitten my mind for an- 
other's bed, heap upon me jealous passions and unabated quar- 
rels, but approving the peaceful union, may she quick of per- 
ception sit in judgment on the bed of women. O my country, 
and my house, never may I be an outcast of my city, having 
a life scarce to be endured through poverty, the most lamentable 
of all woes. By death, by death, may I before that be sub- 
dued, having lived to accomplish that day; but no greater 
misfortune is there than to be deprived of one's paternal 
country. We have seen it, nor have we to speak from others* 
accoants ; for thee, neither city or friend hath pitied, though 
suffering the most dreadful anguish. Thankless may he perish 
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who desires not to assist his friends, having unlocked the pure 
treasures of his mind ; never shall he be friend to me. 

.^GEUS, Medea, Chorus. 

.SjG, Medea, hail ! for no one hath known a more honour- 
able salutation to address to friends than this. 

Med. Hail thou also, son of the wise Pandion, ^geus, com- 
ing from what quarter dost thou tread the plain of this land ? 

JEiG, Having left the ancient oracle of Phoebus. 

Med. But wherefore wert thou sent to the prophetic cen- 
tre of the earth ? 

,SiQ, Enquiring of the Gk)d how offspring may ari^e to me. 

Med. By the Gods, tell me, dost thou live this life hitherto 
childless ? 

JEiGt. Childless I am, bj the disposal of some deitj. 

Med. Hast thou a wife, or knowest thou not the marriage 
bed? 

.^k>. I am not destitute of the connubial bed. 

Med. "What then did Apollo tell thee respecting thy off- 
spring ? 

JEiQ. Words deeper than a man can form opinion of. 

Med. Is it allowable for me to know the oracle of the God ? 

j^Ot. Certainly, inasmuch as it needs also a deep-skilled 
mind. 

Med. What then did he say ? Speak, if I may hear. 

JijQ. That I was not to loose the projecting foot of the 
vessel — 

Med. Before thou didst what, or came to what land ? 

^G. Before I revisit my paternal hearth. 

Med. Then as desiring what dost thou direct thy voyage 
to this land ? 

.^EtG. There is one Pittheus, king of the country of Trazene. 

Med. The most pious son, as report says, of Pelops. 

.^a. To him I wish to communicate the oracle of the God. 

Med. For he is a wise man, and versed in such matters. 

..^G. And to me at least the dearest of all my friends in 
war. 

Med. Mayest thou prosper, and obtain what thou desirest. 

.^G. But why is thine eye and thy colour thus faded ? 

Med. -^geus, my husband is the worst of all men. 

^^E^. What sayest thou ? tell me all thy troubles. 
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Med. Jason wrongs me, having never sufiPered wrong 
from me. 

.ZE^G. Having done what ? tell me more clearly. 

Med. He hath here a wife besides me, mistress of the house. 

JEIg. Hath he dared to commit this disgraceful action ? 

Med. Be assured he has; but we his former friends are 
dishonoured. 

JSg. Enamoured of her, or hating thy bed ? 

Med. [Smitten with] violent love indeed, he was faithless to 
his friends. 

JBg. Let him perish then, since, as you say, he is a bad man. 

Med. He was charmed to receive an alliance with princes. 

^G. And who gives the bride to him ? finish the account, 
I beg. 

Med. Creon, who is monarch of this Corinthian land. 

JEgt, Pardonable was it then that thou art grieved, O lady. 

Med. I perish, and in addition to this am I banished from 
this land. 

^G. By whom ? thou art mentioning another fresh mis- 
fortune. 

Med. Creon drives me an exile out of this land of Corinth. 

.^Q. And does Jason suffer it ? I praise not this. 

Med. By his words he does not, but at heart he wishes 
[to endure my banishment :] but by this thy beard I entreat 
thee, and by these thy knees, and I become thy suppliant, pity 
me, pity this unfortunate woman, nor behold me going forth 
in exile abandoned, but receive me at thy hearth in thy coun- 
try and thy house. Thus by the Gods shall thy desire of chil- 
dren be accomplished to thee, and thou thyself shalt die in 
happiness. But thou knowest not what tins fortune is that 
thou hast found ; but I will free thee from being childless, and 
I will cause thee to raise up offspring, such charms I know. 

.^k}. On many accounts, O lady, am I willing to confer this 
favour on thee, first on account of the Gk>ds, then of the 
children, whose birth thou boldest forth ; for on this point else 
I am totally sunk in despair. But thus am I determined : if 
thou comest to my country, I wiU endeavour to receive thee 
with hospitality, being a just man ; so much however I be- 
forehand apprize thee of, O lady, I shall not be willing to lead 
thee with me from this land ; but if thou comest thyself to my 
house, thou shalt stay there in safety, and to no one will I give 
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thee up. But do thou of thyself withdraw thy foot from 
tliis country, for I wish to be without blame even among 
strangers. 

Med. It shall be so, but if there were a pledge of this given 
to me, I should have all things from thee in a noble manner. 

JEg, Dost thou not trust me ? what is thy difficulty ? 

Med. I trust thee ; but the house of Pelias is mine enemy, 
and Creon too ; to these then, wert thou bound by oaths, thou 
wouldest not give me up from the country, should they at- 
tempt to drag me thence. But having agreed by words alone, 
and without calling the Gods to witness, thou mightest be 
their friend, and perhaps*® be persuaded by an embassy ; for 
weak is my state, but theirs are riches, and a royal house. 

^Eg. Thou hast spoken much prudence, O lady. But if it 
seems fit to thee that I should do this, I refuse not. For to 
me also this seems the safest plan, that I should have some 
pretext to shew to your enemies, and thy safety is better 
secured ; propose the Gods that I am to invoke. 

Med. Swear by the earth, and by the sun the father of my 
father, and join the whole race of Gods. 

JEg. That I will do what thing, or what not do ? speak. 

Med. That thou wilt neither thyself ever cast me forth 
from out of thy country, nor, if any one of my enemies desire 
to drag me thence, that thou wilt, whilst living, give me up 
willingly. 

.^Eg. I swear by the earth, and the hallowed majesty of 
the sun, and by all the Gods, to abide by what I hear from 
thee. 

Med. It is sufficient : but what wilt thou endure shouldest 
thou not abide by this oath ? 

^G. That which befalls impious men. 

Med. Go with blessings ; for every thing is well. And I 
TviU come as quick as possible to thy city, having performed 
'what I intend, and having obtained what I desire. 

Chor. But may the son of Maia the king, the guide, con- 
duct thee safely to thy house, and the plans of those things, 
iv'hich thou anxiously keepest in thy mind, mayest thou bring 
to completion, since, iEgeus, thou hast appeared to us to be a 
noble man. 

•• Porson rightly reads rdx* &v iriQoio with Wyttenbach. 
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Medea, Chorus. 

Med. Jove, and thou vengeance of Jove, and thou light 
of the sun, novr, my friends, shall I obtain a splendid victory 
over my enemies, and I have struck into the path. Now is 
there hope that my enemies will suffer punishment. For this 
man, where I was most at a loss, hath appeared a harbour to my 
plans. From him will I make fast my cable from the stem, 
having come to the town and citadel of Pallas. But now will 
I communicate all my plans to thee ; but receive my words 
not as attuned to pleasure. Having sent one of my domestics, 
I will ask Jason to come into my presence ; and when he is 
come, I will address gentle words to him, as that it appears 
to me that these his actions are both honourable, and are ad- 
vantageous and well determined on^^ And I will entreat 
him that my sons may stay ; not that I would leave my chil- 
dren in a hostile country for my enemies to insult, but that by 
deceit I may slay the king's daughter. For I will send them 
bearing presents in their hands, both a fine wrought robe, and 
a golden twined wreath 2^. And if she take the ornaments 
and place them round her person, she shall perish miserably, 
and every one who shall touch the damsel ; with such charms 
will I anoint the presents. Here however I finish this ac- 
count ; but I bewail the deed such as must next be done by 
me ; for I shall slay my children ; there is no one who shall 
rescue them from me ; and having heaped in ruins the whole 
house of Jason, I will go from out this land, fl3dng the murder 
of my dearest children, and having dared a deed most unhal- 
lowed. For it is not to be borne, my friends, to be derided 
by one's enemies. Let things take their course ; what gain is 
it to me to live longer ? I have neither country, nor house, 
'^ Elmsley has 

ydfiov^ TvpdvvwVf oC« irpoioin ^/nac ex''» 
Kal l^vfjifl>op* eli/ai, Kal icaXwv iyvtaafiiva.** 

** that these things appear good to me, and that the aUiance with the 
princes, which he, having forsaJken me, has contracted, are both advantageous 
and well determined on. So also Dind. but koXwc cxet. Porson omits 
the line. 

^' In Elmsley this line is omitted, and instead of it is inserted 
"if6fi<f>p <f>ipo»ra9, Tf7i/de fi^ <f>tvytiv yQ6va.** 

** offering them to the bride, thai they may not he banished from ihis 
country,** -which Dindorf retains, and brackets the other. 
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nor refuge from my ills. Then erred I, when I left my father's 
house, persuaded by the words of a Grecian man, who with 
the will of the Gods shall suffer punishment from me. For 
neither shall he ever hereafter behold the children he had by 
me alive, nor shall he raise a child by his new wedded wife, 
since it is fated that the wretch should wretchedly perish by 
my spells. Let no one think me mean-spirited and weak, nor 
of a gentle temper, but of a contrary disposition, to my foes 
relentless, and to my friends kind : for the lives of such sort 
are most glorious. 

Chob. Since thou hast communicated this plan to me, de- 
sirous both of doing good to thee, and assisting the laws of 
mortals, I dissuade thee from doing this. 

Med. It cannot be otherwise, but it is pardonable in thee 
to say this, not suffering the cruel treatment that I do. 

Chob. But wilt thou dare to slay thy two sons, O lady ? 

Med. For in this way will my husband be most afflicted. 

Chob. But thou at least will be the most wretched woman. 

Med. Be that as it may : all intervening words are super- 
fluous : but go, hasten, and bring Jason hither ; for I make 
use of thee in all matters of trust. And thou wilt mention 
nothing of the plans determined on by me, if at least thou 
meanest well to thy mistress, and art a woman. 

Chob. The Athenians happy of old, and the descendants 
of the blessed Gods, feeding on the most exalted wisdom of a 
country sacred and unconquered, always tripping elegantly 
through the purest atmosphere, where they say that of old the 
golden-haired Harmonia gave birth to the chaste nine Pierian 
Muses 2^ And they report also that Venus drawing in her 
breath from the stream of the fair-flowing Cephisus, breathed 
over their country gentle sweetly breathing gales of air ; and 
always entwining in her hair the fragrant wreath of roses, 
sends the loves as assessors to wisdom ; the assistants of every 
virtue. How then will the city of hallowed rivers ^, or the 

'^ Although the Scholiast reprobates this interpretation, it seems to be 
the best, nor is it any objection, that Mmifioavinj is elsewhere represented 
as the Mother of the Muses ; so much at variance is the poetry of Euri- 
pides with the received mythology of the ancients. Elmsley. 

** The construction is irdXw Itp&v vorafiibvi thus Thebes, Phoenis. 1. 
831 y is called ir^pyov SiSvfitov vorafiiov. A like expression occurs in 
2 Sam. zii. 27. I have fought against Rabbah, and have taken the dty 
of tffaierSf iroKiv rwv vdaiTMv in the Septuagint version. 
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country which conducts thee to friends, receive the murderei* 
of her children, the unholy one? Consider in conjunction 
with others of the slaughter of thy children, consider what a 
murder thou wilt undertake. Do not by thy knees, by every 
plea**, by every prayer, we entreat you, do not murder your 
children ; but how wilt thou acquire confidence either of mind 
or hand or in heart against thy children, attempting a dread- 
ful deed of boldness ? But how, having darted thine eyes upon 
thy children, wilt thou endure the perpetration of the murder 
without tears ? Thou wilt not*® be able, when thy children 
fall suppliant at thy feet, to imbrue thy savage hand in their 
wretched life-blood. 

Jason, Medea, Chobus. 

jAsr I am come, by thee requested ; for although thou art 
enraged, thou shalt not be deprived of this at least ; but I will 
hear what new service thou dost desire of me, lady. 

Med. Jason, I entreat you to be forgiving of what has been 
said, but right is it that you should bear with my anger, since 
many friendly acts have been done by us two. But I reasoned 
with myself and rebuked myself ; wayward woman, why am 
I maddened and am enraged with those who consult weU for 
me ? and why am I in enmity with the princes of the land and 
with my husband, who is acting in the most advantageous 
manner for us, having married a princess, and begetting bro- 
thers to my children ? Shall I not cease from my rage ? What 
injury do I suffer, the Gods providing well for me ? Have I 
not children ? And I know that I am flying the country, and 
am in want of friend^. Revolving this in my mind I per- 
ceive that I had much imprudence, and was enraged without 
reason. Now then I approve of this, and thou appearest to 
me to be prudent, having added this alliance to us ; but I was 
foolish, who ought to share in these plans, and to join in 
adorning and to stand by the bed, and to delight with thee 
that thy bride was enamoured of thee ; but we women are as 
we are, I will not speak evil of the sex ; wherefore it is not 
right that you should put yourself on an equality with the 
evil, nor repay folly for folly. I give up, and say that then 

** Elmsley reads -riivTes, ** we all entreat thee.** So Dindorf. 
*• Elmsley reads h Suvdarti with the note of interrogation after 6w^c5 
'* or how wiU thou be cUtle" etc. 
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I erred in judgment, but now I have determined on these 
things better. O my children, my children, come forth, leave 
the house, come forth, salute, and address your father with 
me, and be reconciled to your friends from your former hatred 
together with your mother. For there is amity between us, 
and my rage hath ceased. Take his right hand. Alas I my 
misfortunes ; how I feel some hidden ill in my mind I Will 
ye, my children, in this manner, and for a long time enjoying 
life, stretch out your dear hands ? Wretch that I am ! how 
near am I to weeping and full of fear ! — But at last cancelling 
this dispute with your father, I have filled thus my tender 
sight with tears. 

Chor. In my eyes also the moist tear is arisen ; and may 
not the evil advance to a greater height than it is at present. 
Jas. I approve of this, lady, nor do I blame the past ; for 
it is reasonable that the female sex be enraged with a husband 
who barters them for another union. — ^But thy heart has 
changed to the more proper side, and thou hast discovered, 
but after some time, the better counsel : these are the actions 
of a wise woman. But for you, my sons, your father not 
without thought hath formed many provident plans, with the 
assistance of the Gods. For I think that you will -be yet the 
first in this Corinthian country, together with your brothers*. 
But advance and prosper : and the rest your father, and what- 
ever Grod is propitious, will effect. And may I behold you 
blooming arrive at the prime of youth, superior to my ene- 
mies. And thou, why dost thou bedew thine eyes with the 
moist tear, having turned aside thy white cheek, and why 
dost thou not receive these words from me with pleasure ? 
Med. It is nothing. I was thinking of my sons. 
Jas. Be of good courage ; for I will arrange well for them. 
Med. I will be so, I will not mistrust thy words ; but a 
woman is of soft mould, and was born to tears. 

Jas. Why, I pray, dost thou so grieve for thy children ? 
Med. I brought them into the world, and when thou wert 
praying that thy children might live, a feeling of pity came 
upon me if that would be. But for what cause thou hast 
come to a conference with me, partly hath been explained, 
but the other reasons I will mention. Since it appeareth fit 
to the royal family to send me from this country, for me also 
this appears best» I know it well, that I might not dwell here, 
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a check either to thee or to the princes of the land ; for I 
seem to be an object of enmity to the house ; I indeed will set 
out from this land in flight ; but to the end that the children 
maj be brought up bj thj hand, entreat Creon that thej may 
not leave this land. 

Jas. I know not whether I shall persuade him ; but it is 
right to try. 

Med. But do thou then exhort thy bride to ask her father, 
that my children may not leave this country. 

Jas. Certainly I will, and I think at least that she will per- 
suade him, if indeed she be one of the female sex. 

Med. I also will assist you in this task, for I will send to 
her presents which (I well know) far surpass in beauty any 
now among men, both a fine-wrought robe, and a golden- 
twined chaplet, my sons carrying them. But as quick as pos- 
sible let one of my attendants bring hither these ornaments. 
Thy bride shall be blessed not in one instance, but in many, 
having met with you at least the best of husbands, and possess- 
ing ornaments which the sun my father's father once gave to 
his descendants. Take these nuptial presents, my sons, in 
your hands, and bear and present them to the blessed royal 
bride ; she shall receive gifts not indeed to be despised. 

Jas. Why, O fond woman, dost thou rob thy hands of 
these ; thinkest thou that the royal palace is in want of vests ? 
in want of gold ? keep these presents, give them not away J 
for if the lady esteems me of any value, she will prefer pleas- 
ing me to riches, I know full well. 

Med. But do not oppose me ; gifts, they say, persuade even 
the Gods^^, and gold is more powerful than a thousand argu- 
ments to men. Hers is fortune, her substance the God now 
increases, she in youth governs all. But the sentence of 
banishment on my children I would buy off with my life, not 
with gold alone. But my children, enter you the wealthy 
palace, to the new bride of ybur father, and my mistress, en- 
treat her, beseech her, that you may not leave the land, pre- 
senting these ornaments ; but this is of the greatest conse- 
quence, that she receive these gifts in her own hand. Gro as 
quick as possible, and may you be bearers of good tidings to 

^ An allusion to that well-known saying in Plato, de Repub. !• 3. 
A&pa Oioin iretOsi, 6&p* aliolovi fiaaiXiias. Ovid, de Arte Am. iii. 635. 

Munera, crede mihi, capiunt hominesque deosque. 
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your mother in what she desires to obtain, having succeeded 
favourably. 

Chor. Novt no longer have I any hope of life for the 
children, no longer [is there hope] ; for already are they going 
to death. The bride shall receive the destructive present of 
the golden chaplet, she wretched shall receive them, and 
around her golden tresses shall she place the attire of death, 
having received the presents in her hands. The beauty and 
the divine glitter of the robe will persuade her to place 
around her head the golden-wrought chaplet. Already with 
the dead shall the bride be adorned ; into such a net will she 
fall, and such a destiny will she, hapless woman, meet with ; 
nor will she escape her fate. But thou, oh unhappy man ! 
oh wretched bridegroom I son-in-law of princes, unknowingly 
thou bringest on thy children destruction, and on thy wife a 
bitter death ; hapless man, how much art thou fallen from thy 
state ^ ! But I lament for thy grief, O wretch, mother of these 
children, who wilt murder thy sons on account of a bridal 
bed ; deserting which, in defiance of thee, thy husband dwells 
with another wife. 

TuTOB, Medea, Chorus. 

Tut. Thy sons; my mistress, are reprieved from banish- 
ment, and the royal bride received thy presents in her hands 
with pleasure, and hence is peace to thy children. 

Med. Ah! 

Tut. Why dost thou stand in confusion, when thou art 
fortunate ? 

Med. Alas! alas! 

Tut. This behaviour is not consonant with the message I 
have brought thee. 

Med. Alas ! again. 

Tut. Have I reported any ill fortune unknowingly, and 
have I failed in my hope of being the messenger of good ? 

Med. Thou hast said what thou hast said, I blame not thee. 

Tut. Why then dost thou bend down thine eye, and shed 
tears ? 

Med. Strong necessity compels me, O aged man, for this 
the Groda and I deliberating ill have contrived. 

^ Vertit Portiis, O infeUx quantam calamUatem ignoraa. Mihi sensus 
videtur esse, quantum a pristina fortuna excidisti, Elmsley. 

ac 
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Tut. Be oif good courage ; thou also Wilt retui^ -home 7et 
through thy children. 

Med, Others first will I send to their home^, O wretched 
^ne! 

TiTT. Thou art not the only one who tOt Separated from 
thy children ; it behores a mortal to be«r calamities with 
meekness. 

M£D. I will do so ; but go wiihin the -hoiise, and pr^are 
for the childr^i what is ne6diPul for the dfty. O my sons, 
my sons, you have indeed a city, and a house, in which hav- 
ing forsaken me miserable, you shall dw^U, ever deprived 
of a mother. But I am noW going an exile into a foreign 
land, before I could have delight in you, and see yOu flourish- 
ing, before I could adorn your marriage, and Wife, and nuptial 
bed, and hold up the torch ^. O unfortunate woman tlmt I 
am, on account of my wajrward temper. In viedn then, my 
ehildren, have I brought you up, in vain haYC I toiled, and 
been consumed with cares, suffering'the strong agonies of child- 
bearing. Surely once there was a time when I hapless woman 
had many hopes in you, that you would both tend me in my 
age, and when dead would with your hands decently compose 
my limbs, a thing desired by men. But now this pleasing 
thought hath indeed perished ; for deprived of you I ^hall 
pass a life of misery, and bitter to myself. But you will no 
longer behold your mother with your dear eyes,»harving passed 
into another state of life. Alas I alas ! why do you look upon 
me with your eyes, my children ? Why do je smile that last 
smile ? Alas ! alas ! what shall I do ? for my heart is sink- 
ing. Ye females, when I behold the cheerful look 'of my chil- 
dren, I have no power. Farewell my counsels : t will take 
my children with me from this land. What does it avail nae 
grieving their father with the ills of these, to acquire twii^e as 
much pain for myself? never will I at least do this. B*are- 
well my counsels. And yet what do I suffer ? do I wish, to 
incur ridicule, having left my foes unpunished ? Thia must 

* Medea here makes use of the ambiguous word Kara^w, which 'inay 
be understood by the Tutor in the sense of " bringing hack to their coun- 
try," but implies also the horrid purpose of destroying her children : 'rod* 
* KUTci^u* avrl tou 'jr£fi\J/to sU t6v AlSriv, as the Scholiast explains it- 

^ It was the custom for mothers to bear lighted torches at tlxeir chil- 
dren's nuptials. See Iphig. Aul. 1. 372. 
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be ^ared. Bttt die bringiiig forwfurd words of tendemess in 
mj miiid arises also from mj cowardice. Go, my children, 
into the hoase ; and he Sar whom it is not lawful to be pre- 
sent at my sacrifice, let him take care himself to keep away''. 
But I will not stain my hand. Alas I aks ! do not tliou then, 
my soul, do not thou at least perpetrate this. Let them 
escape, thou wrcftch, i^are thy sons. There shall they live 
with us «Bd delight thee. No, I swear by the inf(»iial deities 
who dwell with Pluto, never shall this b^ that I will give up 
!my children fto be insulted by my enemies. [At all events 
thi^ must die, and since they must, I who brought them into 
the world will perpetrate the deed.] This is fully determined 
hy fkte, and shidl not pass away. And now the dmplet is on 
her head, and the bride is perishing in tine robes ; of this I 
am w^ assured. But, since I am now going a most dismal 
path, and these will I send by one still more dismal, I desire 
to address my children : give, my sons, give thy right hand 
for thy mother to kiss. O most dear hand, and those lips 
dearest to me, and that form and noble countenance of my 
children, be ye blessed, but there '^; for every thing here 
your father hath taken away. the sweet embrace, and that 
soft skin, and that most fragrant breath of my children. Go, 
go ; no longer am I able to look upon you, but am overcome 
by my -ills. I know indeed the ilk that I am about to dare, 
but my rage is master of my counsels^, which is indeed the 
cause of the greatest calamities to men. 

Chob. Already ^have I often gone through more refined 
reasonings, and have come to greater arguments than suits the 
female mind to investigate ; for we also have a muse, which 
dwelletfa with us, fbr the sake of teaching wisdom ; but not 
with all, for haply thou wilt find but a small number of the 
race of women out of many not ungifted with the muse'^. 

*^ STta ik <fni&lv oiK ti&ere/SAv ^afvferat traptivai rw <l>6vtp, Kal dcxe^rOat 
ToiaiTav dverlaVt ovtos dtroTw.-o-^ctf di aitTiS fis\-i$<rst -trvvairTtov to fiti 
irapettfeti. ScHOL. 

^ But there ; that is, in the regions below. 

« Ovid. Metamorph. rii. 20. 

Video meliora proboque, 
Deteriora sequor. 
** Elmsley reads 

iravpoi/ Sk yivot (fitav tv iroWatt 
c&poiv dv Idtev) 
oifKf K. T. \, 

M 2 
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And I say that those men who are entirely free from wedlock, 
and have not begotten children, surpass in happiness those 
who have families ; those indeed who are childless, through 
inexperience whether children are bom a joy or anguish to 
men, not having them themselves, are exempt from much 
misery. But those who have a sweet blooming offspring of 
children in their house, I behold worn with care the whole 
time ; first of all how they shall bring them up honourably, 
and how they shall leave means of sustenance for their chil- 
dren. And stiU after this, whether they are toiling for bad 
or good sons, this is still in darkness. But one ill to mortals, 
the last of all, I now wiU mention. For suppose they have 
both foimd sufficient store, and the bodies of their children 
have arrived at manhood, and that they are good ; but if this 
fortune shall happen to them, death, bearing away their sons, 
vanishes with them to the shades of darkness. How then does 
it profit that the Gods heap on mortals yet this grief in addi- 
tion to others, the most bitter of all, for the sake of children ? 

Medea, Messenger, Chorus. 

Med. For a long time waiting for the event, my friends, I 
am anxiously expecting what will be the result thence. And 
I see indeed one of the domestics of Jason coming hither, and 
his quickened breath shews that he will be the messenger of 
some new ill. 

Mess. O thou, that hast impiously perpetrated a deed of 
terror, Medea, fly, fly, leaving neither the ocean chariot ^^ nor 
the car whirling o'er the plain. 

Med. But what is done that requires this flight ? 

Mess. The princess is just dead, and Creon her father 
destroyed by thy charms. 

Med. Thou hast spoken most glad tidings : and hereafter 
from this time shalt thou be among my benefactors and friends. 

Mess. What sayest thou? Art thou in thy senses, and 
not mad, lady? who having destroyed the king and family, 
rejoicest at hearing it, and fearest not siich things ? 

" But a small number of the race of women (you may perchance find 
one among many) not ungifted with the muse" 

^ A similar expression is found in Iphig. Taur. y. 410. vaiov ox*iM^* 
A ship is frequently called &pit.a 6a\do-af}« : so Virgil, ^n. vi. Clas- 
sique immittit habenas. 
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Med. I also have something to say to these words of thine 
at least ; but be not hasty, my friend ; but teU me how they 
perished, for twice as much delight wilt thou give me if they 
died miserably. 

Mess. As soon as thy two sons were come with their father, 
and had entered the bridal house, we servants, who were 
grieved at thy misfortunes, were delighted ; and immediately 
there was much conversation in our ears, that thy husband and 
thou had brought the former quarrel to a friendly termination. 
One kissed the hand, another the auburn head of thy sons, and 
I also myself followed with them to the women's apartments 
through joy. But my mistress, whom we now reverence in- 
stead of thee, before she saw thy two sons enter, held her cheer- 
ful eyes fixed on Jason ; afterwards however she covered her 
eyes, and turned aside her white cheek, disgusted at the en- 
trance of thy sons ; but thy husband quelled the anger and 
rage of the young bride, saying this ; Be not angry with thy 
friends, but cease from thy rage, and turn again thy face, es- 
teeming those as friends, whom thy husband does. But receive 
the gifts, and ask thy father to give up the sentence of banish- 
ment against these children for my sake. But when she saw 
the ornaments, she refused not, but promised her husband every 
thing ; and before thy sons and their father were gone far from 
the house, she took and put on the variegated robes, and having 
placed the golden chaplet around her tresses she arranges her 
hair in the radiant mirror, smiling at the lifeless image of her 
person. And after, having risen from her seat, she goes across 
the chamber, elegantly tripping with snow-white foot ; rejoicing 
greatly in the presents, looking much and oftentimes with her 
eyes on her outstretched neck^. After that however there 
was a sight of horror to behold. For having changed colour, 
she goes staggering back trembling in her limbs, and is scarce 
in time to prevent herself from falling on the ground, by sink- 
ing into a chair. And some aged female attendant, when she 
thought that the wrath either of Pan or some other Deity ^ 

** £]msley is of opinion that the instep and not the neck is meant by 

*i The ancients attributed all sudden terrors, and sudden sicknesses, 
such as epilepsies, for which no cause appeared, to Pan, or to some other 
Deity- The anger of the God they endeavoured to avert by an hymn, 
which, liad the nature of a charm. 
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had visited her, offered up the invocation, before at least she 
sees the white foam bursting from her mouth, and her mis^ 
tress rolling her eje-baUs from their sockets, and the blood 
no longer in the flesh; then she sent forth a loud shriek 
of far different sound from the strain g£ soppUeation ; and 
straightway one rushed to the apartments of her father, but 
another to her newlj married husband, to tell the calamity 
befallen the bride, and all the house was filled with frequent 
hurrjings to and fro. And bj this time a swift runner, ex- 
erting his limbs, might have reached^ the goal of the course 
of six plethra^^; but she, wretched woman, from being speedi- 
less, and from a closed eye having groaned deeply writhed in 
ftgony ; for a double pest was warring against her. The golden 
chaplet indeed placed on her head was sending forth a stream 
of aU-devouring fire wonderful to behold, but the fine wrought 
robes, the presents of thy sons, w»^ devouring the white flesh 
of the hapless woman. But she having started from her seal 
flies, all on fire, tossing her hajtr and head on this side and thai; 
side, desirous of shaking off the chaplet ; but the gc^den wreath 
firmly kept its hold ; but the fire, when she shook her hair, 
blazed out with double fury, and she sinks upon the ground 
overcome by her sufierings, difficult for any one except her 
father to recognise. For neither was the expression of her 
eyes clear, nor her noble countenance; but the blood was 
dropping from the top of her head mixed with fire. But her 
flesh was dropping ofl* hei* bones, as the tear from the pine 
tree, by the hidden fangs of the poison ; a sight of horror. 
But all feared to touch the body, for we had her fate to warn 
us. But the hapless father, thorough ignorance of her suffer* 
ing, having come with haste into the apartment, falls on the 
corpse, and groans immediately ; and having folded his arms 
round her, kisses her, saying these words ; O miserable chUd, 
what Deity hath thus cruelly destroyed thee ? who naakes an 

'' Elmsley has dvOifirrcro, which is the old reading : this makes no 
difference in the construing^ or the construction, as, in the line before, he 
reads Av 'Ducwv, where Person has dviXjcotv, 

^ The space of time elapsed is meant to be marked by this circoxnstaace. 
MusoRAYE. PoRSON. Thus WO find in M of the Odyssey, 1. 439> ^^ 
time of day expressed by the rising of the judges ; in A of the Iliad, 1. 86> 
by the dining of the woodman. When we recollect that the ancients had 
not the iuTentions that we have whereby to measure their time, we shall 
cease to consider the circumlocution as absurd or out of place. 
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aged father bowing to the tomb^^ bereaved of thee? Alas 
me ! let me die witb thee, my child- But aftev he had ceased 
from his lamentations, and cries, desiring to rai^e his aged 
body, he was> held^ as the ivy by the boughs of the laurel, by 
the fine wrought robes ; and dreadful- was the struggle, for he 
wished to raise his knee, but she held h^n back ; but if he 
drew himself away by force he tore the aged flesh from his 
bones* But at length the wretched maQ swooned away, and 
gave iip his life; for no longer was he able to endure the 
agoiiy* But they lie corses, the daughter and aged iaJft^er near 
one another ; a calamity that demands tears. And let thy 
a^rs; indise^ be not matter for my words ; for thou thyself 
wilt know a refuge from punishment. But the affairs of 
mortals not now &r the first Ume I deem a shadow, and I 
would venture to say that those persons who seem to be wise 
aad are researchers of arguments, these, I say, run into the 
greatest folly. For no mortal n^an is happy; but wealth 
pouring in, one man may be more fortunate than another, but 
happy he cannot be. 

Gho&. The Deity, it seems, will in this day justly heap on 
Jason a^ variety of ills. O hapless lady, how we pity tl^y 
sufferings, daughter of Creon, who art gone to the hou36 of 
darkness, through thy marriage with Jason. 

Mep. The deed is. determined on by me, my friends, to slay 
my children as soon as. possible, and to hasten from this land ; 
9iid not by delaying to give my sons for another hand more 
hostile to murder. But come, be armed, my heart ; why do 
we delay to do dreadful but necessary deeds. Come, O 
wretched hajid of mine, gra^p the sword, grasp it, advance to 
the bitter goal of life, and be not cowardly, nor remember thy 
children hoM?: dear they are, how thou broughtest them into 
the world ; but for this short day at least forget thy children ; 
hereafter lament. For although thou slayest them, neverthe- 
less they ait least were dear, but I a wretched woman. 

Caob. O thou earth, and thou all-illuming beam of the sun, 
look down upon, behold this abandoned woman, before she 
jno^e her blood-stained hand itself about to inflict the blow 
against her children ; for from thy golden race they sprung ; 

^ The same expression occurs in the Heraclidse, 1. 168. The Scholiast 
explains it thus ; Tvii^oyipovra^ t6v Tr\ti<riop Oav&Tou Sirra' t^/i^ov9 dk 
tcaXouO't. Tob9 ylpovratf irapocov vXfiiriov tl<rl tov OavdTov xai tov Tct</>ou. 
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but fearful is it for the blood of Grods to fall hj the hand of 
man. But do thou, O heaven-born light, restrain her, stop 
her, remove from this house this blood-stained and miserable 
Erinnys agitated by the Furies. The care of thy children 
perishes in vain, and in vain hast thou produced a dear race, 

thou who didst leave the most inhospitable entrance of 
the Cyanean rocks, the Symplegades. Hapless woman, why 
does such grievous rage settle on thy mind ; and hostile 
slaughter ensue ? For kindred pollutions are difficult of puri- 
fication to mortals ; correspondent calamities falling from the 
Gods to the earth upon the houses of the murderers ^^ 

First Son. (within, J Alas ! what shall I do ? whither shall 

1 fly from my mother's hand ? 

Second Son. I know not, dearest brother, for we perish. 

Chor. Hearest thou the cry ? hearest thou the children ? 
O wretch, O ill-fated woman ! Shall I enter the house ? It 
seems right to me to ward off the murderous blow from the 
children. 

Sons. Nay, by the Grods assist us, for it is in needful time ; 
since now at least are we near the destruction of the sword. 

Chor. Miserable woman, art thou then a rock, or iron, 
who cuttest down with death by thine own hand the fair crop 
of children which thou producedst thyself? one indeed I hear 
of, one woman of those of old, who laid violent hands on her 
children, Ino, maddened by the Gods when the wife of Jove 
sent her in banishment from her home ; and she miserable 
woman falls into the sea through the impious murder of her 
children, directing her foot over the sea shore, and dying with 
her two sons, there she perished ? what then I pray can be 
more dreadful than this ? O thou bed of woman, fruitful in 
ills, how many evils hast thou already brought to men ! 

Jason, Chorus. 

Jas. Ye females, who stand near this mansion, is she vrho 
hath done these deeds of horror, Medea, in this house ; or 
hath she withdrawn herself in flight ? For now it is necessary 
for her either to be hidden beneath the earth, or to raise her 
winged body into the vast expanse of air, if she would not 

*« ai>To<l>6»Tatt may be taken as an adjective to agree "with do/tiot«, cw 
the construction may be &X'^ Trirvovra avTo<f)6vTaK iirl d^/iiot«, in the aanw 
manner as \lBo9 ivtci fioi ivl ice</>a\^. Elmslet. 
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suffer vengeance from the king's house. Does she trust that 
after having slain the princes of this land, she shall herself 
escape from this house with impunity ? — ^But I have not such 
care for her as for my children ; for they whom she has in- 
jured will punish her. But I came to preserve my children's 
life, lest [Creon's] relations by birth do any injury*^, avenging 
the impious murder perpetrated by their mother. 

Chor. Unhappy man ! thou biowest not at what misery 
thou hast arrived, Jason, or else thou wouldest not have uttered 
these words. 

Jas. What is this, did she wish to slay me also ? 

Chob. Thy children are dead by their mother's hand. 

Jas. Alas me ! What wilt thou say ? how hast thou killed 
me, woman ! 

Chob. Think now of thy sons as no longer living. 

Jas. Where did she slay them, within or without the 
house? 

Chob. Open those doors, and thou wilt see the slaughter 
of thy sons. 

Jas. Undo the bars, as quick as possible, attendants ; un- 
loose the hinges, that I may see this double evil, my sons slain, 
and may punish her. 

Med. Why dost thou shake and unbolt these gates, seeking 
the dead and me who did the deed. Cease from this labour ; 
but if thou wantest aught with me, speak if thou wishest any 
thing ; but never shalt thou touch me with thy hands ; such 
a chariot the sun my father's father gives me, a defence from 
the hostile hand^^ 

Jas. O thou abomination I thou most detested woman, both 
by the Gods and by me, and by all the race of man ; who 
^ast dared to plunge the sword in thine own children, thou 
"who bore them, and hast destroyed me childless. And having 
done this thou beholdest both the sun and the earth, having 
dared a most impious deed. Mayest thou perish I but I am 
now wise, not being so then when I brought thee from thy 

<• fi4 /tc Tt ip&atoai* had been " lest they do me any injury." Elmsley 
conceiyes that vw is the true reading, which might easily have been cor- 
rupted into /lot. 

^ Here Medea appears above in a chariot drawn by dragons* bearing 
ivith her the bodies of her slaughtered sons. Schol. See Horace, Epod. 3. 

Hoc delibutis ulta donis pelUcem, 
Serpente fugit alite. 
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house and from a foreign land to a Grecian habitation, a great 
pest, traitress to th.7 father and the land that nurtured, thee. 
But the Gods have sent thy eril geniaa on me. SV>r having 
skin thy brother at the altar^ thou embarkedBt on board the 
gallant vessel Argo. Thou begannest indeed witii such dieeda 
as these ; and being wedded to me, and beaming me Qhildren, 
thou hast destroyed them on account of anoth^ bed and mar- 
riage. There is not one Grecian woman who wou]d have 
dared a deed like this, in preference to whom at leasts X 
thought worthy to wed thee, an alliance hateful and destmc-. 
tive to me, a lioness, no woman, having a. aatuse. more s&vage 
than the Tuscan Scylla. But I cannot gall thy heart with 
ten thousand reproaches, such shamelesa confidence is im- 
planted in thee. Go, thou worker of ill, and stained with tiie 
blood of thy children. But for me it remains to bewail mj 
fate, who shall neither enjoy my new nuptials^ nor shall I 
have it in my power to aJtdress whilst alive my sons wh<»n I 
begot and educated, but I have lost them* 

Med. Surely I could make long reply to these words, if 
the Sire Jupiter did not know what treatment thou receivedst 
from me, and what thou didst in return ; but you were mis- 
taken, when you expected, having dishonour^ my bed, to 
lead a hfe of pleasure, mocking me, and so was the priocess, 
and so was Creon, who proposed Ihe match to the^ when he 
expected to drive me from this land with impunity. T^litere- 
fore, if thou wilt, call me lioness, and Scylla who dwelt in the 
Tuscan plain. For thy heart, as is right, I have wounded. 

Jas. And thou thyself grlevest at least, and art a shacer in 
these ills. 

Med. Be assured of that ; but this lessens^ the gvief^ that 
thou canst not mock me. 

Jas. My children, what a wicked mother have ye found ! 

Med. My sons, how did ye perish by your fath^s. &ult ! 

Jas. Nevertheless my hand slew them not. 

Med. But injury, and thy new nuptials* 

Jas. And on account of thy bed did^t thou think fit tp slay 
them? 

Mep. Dost thou deem this a slight evil to a woman ? 

^ \^ti may also be interpreted, with the Scholiast, in tlie aenae of \v9t- 
reXet, '* the grief delights me." The translation given in the text is pro- 
posed by Porson, and approved of by Elnasley. 
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Jas. Whoever at least is modest ; but in thee is every in. 

Med. These are no longer living, for ^is wili gall thee. 

Jab. These are living, ^as me I avenging furies on thy head. 

Med. The Gods know who began the injury. 

Jas. They know indeed thy execrable inind. 

Med. Thou art hateful to me, and I detest thy bitter speech. 

Jas. And I in sooth thine ; the separation at least is with- 
out pain^ 

Med. How then? what shall I do ? for I also am very de- 
sirous. 

Jas. SufB^r me, I beg, to bury and mourn over these dead 
bodies. 

Med. Never indeed ; since I will bury them with this hand 
bearing them to the shrine of Juno, the Goddess guardian of 
the dtade]^ that no one of my enemies may insult them, tear- 
ing up their graves. But in thi» land of Sisyphus will I in- 
'stitote in addition to this a solemn festival and saonfices here- 
after to expiate this unhallowed murder. But I myself will 
go to the land of Erectheus, to dwell with ^geus son of 
Fandion. But thou, wretch, as is fit, shalt die wretchedly, 
struck on thy head with a relick of thy ship Argo, having 
seen the bitter end of my marriage. 

Jas. But may the Fury of the children, and Justice the 
avenger of murder, destroy thee. 

Med. But what God or Deity hears thee, thou perjured 
man, and traitor to the rights of liospitality ? 

Jas. Ah ! thou abominable woman, and murderer of thy . 
children. 

Med. Go to thy home, and bury thy wife. 

Jas. I go, even deprived of both my children. 

Med. 'Dlou dost not yet mourn enough : stay and grow 
old«. 

Jas. Oh my dearest sons ! 

Med. To their mother at least) but not to thee. 

Jas. And yet thou slowest them. 

Med. To grieve thee. 

Jas. Alas, alas I I hapless man long to kiss the dear mouths 
of my children. 

** Elmsleyhas 

fxivt Kai ytipav, 
" Stay yet for old age** So also Dindorf. 
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Med. Now thou addressest, now salutest them, formerly 
rejecting them with scorn. 

Jas. Grant me, by the Gods, to touch the soft skin of mj 
sons. 

Med. It is not possible. Thy words are thrown away in 
yaih. 

Jas. Dost thou hear this, O Jove, how I am rejected, and - 
what I suffer from this accursed and child-destroying lioness ? 
But as much indeed as is in my power and I am able, I lament 
and mourn over these ; calling the Gods to witness, that hav- 
ing slain my children, thou preventest me from touching them 
with my hands, and from burying the bodies, whom, oh that 
I had never begotten, and seen them thus destroyed by thee. 

Chob. Jove is the dispenser of various fates in heaven, 
and the Grods perform many things contrary to our expecta- 
tions, and those things which we looked for are not accom- 
plished ; but the God hath brought to pass things unthought ' 
of. In such manner hath this affair ended. 
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THESEUS. 

MESSENGER. 

DIANA. 

CHORUS OF TRCEZENIAN DAMES. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


THB8EU8 was the son of Otlira and Neptune, and king of the Athenians; 
and having married 'Hippolyta, one of Ihb Amazolis^^te begat Hippolytos, 
who excelled in beanty and chastity. When his wife died, he married, 
for his second wife, Phedra, a Cretan, daughter of Minos, king of Crete, 
and Pasiphae. Theseus, in consequence of haring sUiin Pallas, one of 
his kinsmen, goes into banishment, with his wife, to Trcezene, where it 
happened that Hippolytus was being brought up by Pittheus : but Phc- 
dra having seen the youth was desperately enamoured, not that she was 
incontinent, but in order to fblfil the anger of Venus, who, having deter- 
mined to destroy Hippolytus on account of his chastity, brought her plans 
to a conclusion. She, concealing her disease, at length was compelled to 
declare it to her nurse, who had promised to relieve her, and who, though 
against her inclination, carried her words to the youth. Phedra, having 
learnt that he was exasperated, ^ded the nurse, and hung herself. At 
which time Theseus having arrived, and wishing to take her down that 
was strangled, found a letter attached to her, throu^out which she ac- 
cused Hippol3rtu8 of a design on her virtue. And he, believing what was 
written, ordered Hippolytus to go into banishment; and put up a prayer 
to Neptune, in compliance with which the god destroyed Hippolytus. 
But Diana declared to Theseus every thing that had happened, and 
blamed not Phsdra, but comforted him, bereaved of his child and wife, 
and promised to institute honours in the place to Hippolytus. 

The scene of the play is laid in Troezene. It was acted in the archon- 
ship of Ameinon, in the fourth year of the 87th Olympiad. Euripides 
first, Jophon second, Jon third. This Hippolytus is the second of that 
name, and is called STE^ANIAS : but it appears to have been written 
the latest; for what was unseemly and deserved blame is corrected in 
this play. The play is ranked among the first. 
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Venus. 

G&EAT in the sight of tn^Hifeilis, and ndt without a name am I 
ihe "Goddess Venus, and in hieaven : and of as many as dwell 
within the ocean and the boundaries of Atlas, beholding the 
light of the sun, those indeed, who ireverenoe my authority, I 
advance to honour ; but overthrow as many as hold themselves I 
high towards me. For this is in sooth a property inherent . 
even in the race of the Gods, that " they rejoice when hon- 
oured by men." But quickly will I show the truth of ihese 
words : for the ^on of Theseus, bom of the Amazon, Hippo- 
lytus, pupil of the Chaste Pittheus, alone of the inhabitants of ; 
this land of Troezene, says that I am of deities the vilest, and j 
rejects the bridal bed, and wiU have nothing to do with mar- ? 
riage. /"Btit iKan, the sister of Phoebus, daughter of Jove, he | 
honours, esteeming her the greatest of deities. And through * 
the green wood ever acc(Hnpanying the virgin, with his swift 
dogs he clears 'the beasts from off the earth, having -formed a 
•fellowdhip greater than mortal ought. This indeed I grudge 
him not ; for wherefore should I ? but wherein he has erred 
towards me, I will avenge me on Hippolytus this very day : 
and having cleared most of the difficulties b^forehand,^ I need 
not much labour. For Phsedra, his father's noble wife, having 
seen him, (as he Was going once from the house of Pittheus 
to the land of Pandion^ in order to see and afterward be fully 
admitted to the hallowed mysteries,) was smitten in her hearty 
with fierce love by my design. And even before she came to 

1 The constmction in the original famishes a remarkable example of 
the " nominatiYUS pendens." 
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this land of Troezene, at the very rock of Pallas that over- 
looks this land, she raised a temple to Venus, loving an absent 
love ; and gave out afterward,^ that the Goddess was honoured 
with her temple for Hippoljtus* sake. But now since Theseus 
has left the land of Cecrops, in order to avoid the pollution 
of the murder of the sons of Pallas, and is sailing to this land 
with his wife, having submitted to a year's banishment from 
his people ; there indeed groaning and stricken with the stings 
of love, the wretched woman perishes in secret ; and not one 
of her domestics is conscious of her malady. But this love 
must by no means fall to the ground in this way : but I will 
open the matter to Theseus, and it shall become manifest. 
And him that is our enemy shall the father kiU with impre- 
cations, which Neptune, king of the ocean, granted as a privi- 
lege to Theseus, that he should make no prayer thrice to the 
God in vain. But Phsedra dies, an illustrious woman indeed, 
yet stiU [she must die] ; for I will not make her ills of that 
high consequence, that will hinder my enemies from giving 
me such full vengeance as may content me. But, as I see the 
son of Theseus coming, having left the toil of the chace, I will 
depart from this spot. But with him a numerous train of at- 
tendants following behind raise a clamour, praising the Goddess 
Dian with hymns, for he knows not that the gates of hell are 
opened, and that this day is the last he beholds. * 

HippoLYTus, Attendants. 

Hipp. Follow, foUow, singing the heavenly Dian, daughter 
of Jove ; Dian, under whose protection we are. 

Att. Holy, holy, most hallowed offspring of Jove, hail ! 
hail ! O Dian, daughter of Latona and of Jove, most beau- 
teous by far of virgins, who, born of an illustrious sire, in 
the vast heaven dwdlest in the palace of Jove, that mansion 
rich in gold. 

Hipp. Hail, O most beauteous, most beauteous of virgins in 
Olympus, Dian ! For thee, my mistress, bear I this wreathed 
garland from the pure mead, where neither does the shepherd 
think fit to feed his flocks, nor yet came iron there, but the 
bee ranges over the pure and vernal mead, and Reverence 
waters it with river dews. Whosoever has chastity, not that 

' Or, that posterity might know it, Tr. Dindorf would omit theae 
words. B. 


80-106. HIPPOLYTUS. 177 
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f which is taught in schools, but that which is by nature, for 
this description of persons it is lawful thence to pluck, but for 
the evil it is not kwful.* But, O my dear mistress, receive 
this wreath to bind your golden tresses from a pious hand. 
For to me alone of mortals is allowed this privilege. With 
thee 1 am both present, and exchange words with thee, hear- 
ing thy voice, but not seeing thy countenance. But may I 
finish the last turn of my course of life, even as I began. 

Att. O king, (for the Gods alone ought we to call Lords,) 
will you hear somewhat from me, who advise you well ? 
Hipp. Most certainly, or else I should not seem wise. 
Att. Knowest thou then the law, which is established 
I among men ? 

I Hipp. I know not ; but what is the one, about which thou 
I askest me ? 

I Att. To hate haughtiness, and that which is disagreeable 
I to all.^ 

Hipj^ And rightly; for what haughty mortal is not odious ? 
Att. And in the affable is there any charm ? 
Hipp. A very great one indeed, and gain with little toil. 
Att. Dost thou suppose that the same thing holds also 
among the Gods ? 

Hipp. Certainly, forasmuch as we mortab use the laws of 
the Gods. 

Att. How is it then that thou addi»essest not a venerable 
Goddess ? 
Hipp. Whom ? but take heed that thy mouth err not.* 
Att. Venus, who hath her station at thy gates. 
Hipp. I, who am chaste, salute her at a distance. 
Att. Venerable is she, however, and of note among mortals. 
Hipp.- Different Gods and men are objects of regard to 
different persons. 

Att. May you be blest, having as much sense as you re- 
quire.* 

Hipp. "No one of the Gods, that is worshipped by night, 
delights me. 

' Dindorf would omit these lines. I think the difficulty in the structure 
may be removed by reading Sortc instead of Scoic* The enallage, 'oaTiQ 
rovroic* is by no means unusual. B. 

♦ Cf. Soph. CEd. Ck)l. 129, sqq. B. 

' Which at present you do not appear to have. 

N 
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Att. My son, we must conform to the honours of the Grods. 

Hipp. Depart, my companions, and haying entered the 
house, prepare the viands : delightful after the chace is the 
full table. — ^And I must rub down my horses, that having 
yoked them to the car, when I am satiated with the repast, I 
may give them their proper exercise. But to your Venus 
I bid a long farewell. 

Att. But we, for one must not imitate the young, having 
our thoughts such, as it becomes slaves to give utterance to, 
will adore thy image, O Venus, our mistress ; but thou 
shouldest pardon, if any one having intense feelings of mind 
by reason of his youth, speak foolishly : seem not to hear these 
things, for Gods must needs be wiser than men. 

Chorus. There is a rock near the ocean,^ distilling water, 
which sends forth from its precipices a flowing fountain, 
wherein they dip their urns ;' where was a friend of mine 
wetting the purple vests in the dew of the stream, and she 
laid them down on the back of the warm sunny cliff: from 
hence first came to me the report concerning my mistress, that 
she, worn with the bed of sickness, keeps her person within 
the house, and that fine vests veil her auburn head. And I 
hear that she this day for the third keeps her body untouched 
by the fruit of Ceres, [which she receives not] into her am- 
brosial mouth, wishing in secret suffering to hasten to the un- 
happy goal of death. For heaven-possessed, O lady, or whe- 
ther by Pan, or by Hecate, or by the venerable Corybantes, 
or by the mother who haunts the mountains, thou art raving. 
But thou art thus tormented on account of some fault com- 
mitted against the Cretan huntress, profane because of un- 
offered sacred cakes. For she goes through the sea and beyond 
the land on the eddies of the watery brine. Or some one in 

* Monk would join i}Ksavov with verpa, as in the translation, but other 
commentators prefer, which is certainly more simple, to join it with {;^«i»p. 
Then the difficulty occurs of sea-water being unfit for washing vests. 
This difficulty Beck obviates, by saying that ^iiap a>Ksavov may be ap- 
plied to fresh water, Ocean being the parent of all streams, the word 
u)Kiavov being here, in a manner, redundant. Tr. Matthie is very wrath. 
with the " all on a washing day " manner in which the Chorus learnt 
Phaedra's indisposition. The " Bothie of Toper na' Fuosich " will fur- 
nish some simUar simplicities, such as th» meeting a lassie "digging^ 
potatoes." But we might as well object to the whole story of Nausicaa. 
It must be recollected that the duties of the laundry were considered, 
more aristocratic by the ancients, than in modern times. B. 
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the palace misguides thy noble husband, the chief of the 
Athenians, by secret concubinage in thy bed. Or some sailor 
who put from port at Crete, hath sailed to the harbour most 
friendly to mariners, bringing some message to the (|ueen ; 
and, confined to her couch, she is bound in soul by sorrow for 
its sufferings. But wretched helplessness is wont to dwell 
with the wayward constitution of women, both on account of 
their throes and their loss of reason. Once through my womb 
shot this thrill, but I invoked the heavenly Dian, who gives 
easy throes, who presides over the bow, and to me she came 
ever much to be blessed, as well as the other Gods. But lo ! 
the old nurse is bringing her out of the palace before the 
gates ; and the sad cloud upon her brows is increased. What 
it can possibly be, my soul desires to know, with what can be 
afflicted the person of the queen, of colour so changed.' 

Phjsdra, Nukse, Chobus. 

Alas ! the evils of men, and their odious diseases ! what 
shall I do for thee ? and what not do ? lo ! here is the clear 
light for thee, here the air : and now is thy couch whereon 
thou liest sick removed from out of the house : for every word 
you spoke was to come hither ; but soon you will be in a hurry 
to go to your chamber bax;k again : for you are soon changed, 
and are pleased with nothing. Nor does what is present de- 
light you, but what is not present you think more agreeable. 
. It is a better thing to be sick, than to tend the sick : the one 
is a simple ill, but with the other is joined both pain of mind 
and toil of hands. But the whole life of men is full of grief, 
nor is there rest from toils. But whatever else there be more 
dear than life, darkness enveloping hides it in clouds. Hence 
we appear to dote on this present state, because it gleams on 
earth, through inexperience of another life, and the non- 
appearance of the things beneath the earth. But we are 
bUndlj carried away by fables. 

'Phjr. Raise my body, place my head upright — ^I am faint in 
the joints of my Hmbs, my friends, lay hold of my fair-formed 
hands, O attendants — The dressing on my head is heavy for me 
to support — take it off, let flow my ringlets on my shoulders. 
NUR. Be of good courage, my child, and do not thus pain- 
fully shift [the posture of J your body. But you will bear 

f Ct ^sch. Pr. 23. XpoiaQ a/xctt^«c &v9oe. B. 

N 2 
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jour sickness more easily both with quiet, and with a noble 
temper, for it is necessary for mortals to suffer misery. 

Fh^. Alas I alas I would I could draw from the dewy foun- 
tain the drink of pure waters, and that under the alders, and 
in the leafy mead reclining I might rest I 

NuR. O my child, what sayest thou ? Wilt thou not desist 
from uttering these things before the multitude, blurting forth 
a speech of madness?^ 

Ph^. Bear me to the mountain — I will go to the wood, 
and by the pine-trees, where tread the dogs the slayers of 
beasts, pursuing the dappled hinds — By the Gods I long to 
cheer on the hounds, and by the side of my auburn hair to 
hurl the Thessalian javelin bearing the lanced weapon in my 
hand. 

NuR. Wherefore in the name of heaven, my child, do you 
hanker after these things ? wherefore have you any anxiety 
for hunting? and wherefore do you long for the fountain 
streams ? for by the towers there is a perpetual flow of water, 
whence may be your draught. 

Fh^. O Dian, mistress of Linma near the sea, and of the 
exercises of the rattling steeds, would that I were on thy 
plains, breaking the Henetian colts. 

Nub. Wherefore again have you madly uttered this word ? 
at one time having ascended the mountain you set forth with 
the desire of hunting ; but now again you long for the colts 
on the wave-beaten sands. These things demand much sl^ 
in prophecy [to find out], who it is of the Gods that torments 
thee, O lady, and strikes mad thy senses. 

Fh^. Wretch that I am, what then have I committed? 
whither have I wandered from my soimd mind ? I have gone 
mad ; I have fallen by the evil influence of some Gk)d. Alas I 
alas ! unhappy that I am — Nurse, cover my head again, for I 
am ashamed of the things I have spoken : cover me ; a tear 
trickles down my eyes, and my sight is turned to my dis- 
grace. For to be in one's right mind causes grief: but mad- 
ness is an ill ; yet is it better to perish, nothing knowing of 
one's ills. 

NuR. I cover thee — but when in sooth will death cover 
my body? Length of life teaches me many things. For it 

' Literally a speech mounted on madnett. A similar expression occurs, 
Odyssey A. 297. "SritnAac dx^av. 
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behoves mortals to form moderate friendsliips with each other, 
and not to the very marrow of the soul : and the affections of 
the mind should be dissoluble, and so that we can slacken them, 
or tighten.^ But that one soul should feel pangs for two, as 
I now grieve for her, is a heavy burden. The concerns of life 
carried to too great an extent, they say, bring rather destruc- 
tion than delight, and are rather at enmity with health. Thus 
I praise what is in extreme less than the sentiment of " No- 
thing in excess ;'* and the wise will agree with me. 

Cho. O aged woman, faithful nurse of the queen Phaedra, 
we see indeed the wretched state of this lady, but it is not 
clear what her disease is : but we would wish to inquire and 
hear from you. 

NuR. I know not by my inquiries ; for she is not willing 
to speak. 
Cho. Nor what is the origin of these pangs ? 
NuR. You come to the same result ; for she is silent with 
regard to all these things. 
Cho. How feeble she is, and wasted away as to her body ! 
NiTB. How could it be otherwise, seeing that she has ab- 
stained from food these three days ? 

Cho. From the violence of her calamity is it^ or does she 
endeavour to die ? 
NuR. To die ; but she fasts to the dissolution of her life. 
Cho. An extraordinary thing you have been telling me, if 
this conduct meets the approbiition of her husband. 

Nub. [He nothing knows,] for she conceals this calamity, 
and denies that she is ill. 
Cho. But does he not guess it, looking into her face? 
Nub. [How should he ? ] for he is out of this country. 
Cho. But do you not urge it as a matter of necessity, when 
you endeavour to ascertain her disease and the wandering of 
her senses ? 

Nub. I have tried everything, and have made no further 
advances. I will not however abate even now from my zeal, 
so that you being present may bear witness with me, how I 
behave to my mistress when in calamity — Come, dear child, 
let us both forget our former conversations ; and be both thou 
more mild, having smoothed that contracted brow, and altered 

• Plutarch in explanation of this line says, ** KaBairtp v6da vlwfc 
kiriSidavra Kai frpoffdyovra rdig XP**<**C ^^ ^iXiav." 
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the bent of your design ; and I giving up that wherein I did 
not do right to follow thee, will have recourse to other better 
words. And if indeed jou are ill with any of those maladies 
that are not to be mentioned, these women here can allay the 
disease : but if it may be related to men, tell it, that the thing 
may be mentioned to physicians. — Well ! why art thou silent ? 
It doth not behove thee to be silent, my child, but either 
shouldst thou convict me, if aught I say amiss, or peld to 
words well spoken. — Say something — look hither — O wretch 
that I am I Ladies, in vain do we undergo these toils, while 
we are as far off from our purpose as before : for neither then 
was she softened by our words, nor now does she give heed 
to us. Still however know (now then be more obstinate than 
the sea) that, if thou shalt die, thou wilt betray thy children, 
who will have no share in their paternal mansion. I swear 
by the warlike queen the Amazon, who brought forth a lord 
over thy children, base-born yet of noble sentiments, thou 
knowest him well, Hippoljrtus. 

Fh^. Ah me ! 

NuR. This touches thee. 

Paffi. You have destroyed me, nurse, and by the Gods I 
entreat thee henceforth to be silent with respect- to this man. 

NuR. Do you see ? you judge well indeed, but judging well 
you are not willing both to assist your children and to save 
your own life. 

Ph^. I love my children ; but I am wintering in the storm 
of another misfortune. 

NuR. You have your hands, my child, pure from blood. 

Ph^. My hands are pure, but my mind has some pollution. 

NuR. What I from some calamity brought on you by any 
of your enemies ? 

Ph-e. a friend destroys me against my will, himself un- 
willing. 

NuR. Has Theseus sinned any sin against thee ? 

PHiE. Would that I never be discovered to have injured him. 

NuR. What then this dreadful thing that impels thee to die ? 

Phje. Suffer me to err, for against thee I err not. 

NuR. Not willingly [dost thou do so,] but 'tis through thee 
that I shall perish. ^^ 

^^ I have followed the elegant interpretation of L. Dindorf, who ob- 
serves that oil dii0' Uovca refers to Phaedra's assertion, oi yap i^ a £i.§jLap' 
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PHiE. What are 70U doing ? you oppress me, hanging on 
me with your hand. 

NuR. And never will I let go these knees. 

Ph^. Ills to thyself wilt thou hear, O wretched woman, if 
thou shalt hear these ills. 

NuR. [Still will I cling :] for what greater evil can hefall 
me than to lose thee ? 

Pbue. You will be undone.** The thing however brings 
honour to me. 

NuR. And dost thou then hide what is useful, when I be- 
seech thee ? 

Ph2E. VeSy for from base things we devise things noble. 

NiTR. Wilt not thou, then, appear more noble by telling it ? 

"Phm, Depart, by the Gods, and let go my hand ! 

NuR. No in sooth, since thou givest me not th6 boon that 
were right. 

PHiE. I will give it; for I have respect unto the rever- 
ence of thy hand. 

NuR. Now will I be silent : for hence is it yours to speak. 

Ph^. wretched mother, what a love didst thou love ! 

NuR. That which she had for the bull, my child, or what 
is this thou meanest ? 

PHiE. Thou, too, O wretched sister, wife of Bacchus ! 

NuR. Child, what ails thee ? thou speakest ill against thy 
relations. 

Phje. And I the third, how unhappily I perish ! 

NuR. I am struck dumb with amazement. Whither will 
thy speech tend ? 

Phjs. To that point, whence we have not now lately be- 
come unfortunate. 

NuR. I know not a whit further of the things I wish to 
hear. 

Pr£. Alas ! would thou couldst speak the things which I 
must speak. 

NuR. I am no prophetess so as to know clearly things 
hidden. 
Ph^. What is that thing, which they do call men's loving ? *^ 

rdvfa, and that the meaniug is, " non quidem consilio in me peccas, sed 
si tu peribis, ego quoque occidero." He compares Alcest. 389. B. 

>* See Matthiae's note. I prefer, however, 6\tXg, with Musgrave. B. 

*' Matthiae considers this as briefly expressed for ri tovto, to Ipav, 8 
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NuR. The same, my child, a most delightful thing, and 
painful withal. 

PHiE. One of the two feelings I must perceive. 

NuR. What sa/st ? Thou lovest, my child ? What man ? 

Phje. Him whoever he is,^^ that is bom of the Amazon. 

NuR. Hippolytus dost thou say ? 

Phje. From thyself, not me, you hear — this name. 

NuR. Ah me ! what wilt thou go on to say ? my child, 
how hast thou destroyed me ! Ladies, this is not to be borne ; 
I will not endure to live, hateful is the day, hateful the light 
I behold. I will hurl myself down, I will rid me of this 
body : I will remove from life to death — ^farewell — I no longer 
am. For the chaste are in love with what is evil, not will- 
ingly indeed, yet still [they love.] Venus then is no deity, 
l^ut if there be aught mightier than deity, that is she, who 
hath destroyed both this my mistress, and me, and the whole 
house. 

Cho. Thou didst hear, O thou didst hear the queen la- 
menting her wretched sufferings that should not be heard. 
Dear lady, may I perish before I come to thy state of mind ! 
Alas me ! alas ! alas ! O hapless for these pangs ! O the woes 
that attend on mortals ! Thou art undone, thou hast disclosed 
thy evils to the light. What time is this that has eternally ^* 
awaited thee ? Some new misfortune will happen to the house. 
And no longer is it obscure where the fortune of Yenus sets^ 
O wretched Cretan daughter. 

PHiE. Women of Troezene, who inhabit this extreme fron- 
tier of the land of Pelops. Often at other times in the long 
season of night have I thought in what manner the life of 
mortals is depraved. ^^ And to me they seem to do ill, not 
from the nature of their minds, for many have good thoughts, 
but thus must we view these things. What things are good 
we understand and know, but practise not ; some from idle- 

Xkyovai ttouXv ivOpiawovc. Still, I cannot help thinking avOpfairtav a 
better reading. B. 

" Pheedra struggles between shame and uncertainty, before she can 

pronounce the name. It should be read as if Sorcc ^o^* ovroi; 6 

rije *AfJia^6voQ, B. 

^* Matthise takes iravafikptoc sa = kv ryds ry ^/ikp^, i. e. up to thia 
very time. .1 think the passage is corrupt. B. 

^* This passage, like many others in the play, is admirably burlesqued 
by Aristoph., Ran. 962. B. 
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ness, and others preferring some other pleasures to what is 
right : for there are many pleasures in life — long prates, and 
indolence, a pleasing ill, and shame ; but there are two, the 
one indeed not base, but the other the weight that overthrows 
houses, but if the occasion on which each is used, were clear, 
the two things would not have the same letters. Knowing 
then as I did these things beforehand, by no drug did I think 
I should so far destroy these sentiments, as to fall into an op- 
posite way of thinking. But I will also tell you the course of 
my determinations. After that love had wounded me, I con- 
sidered how best I might endure it. I began therefore from 
this time to be silent, and to conceal this disease. For no 
confidence can be placed in the tongue, whiph knows to advise 
the thoughts of other men, but itself from itself has very many 
evils. But in the second place, I meditated to bear well my 
madness conquering it by my chastity. But in the third place, 
since by these means I was not able to subdue Venus, it ap- 
peared to me best to die : no one will gainsay this resolution. 
For may it be my lot, neither to be concealed where I do no- 
ble deeds, nor to have many witnesses, where I act basely. 
Besides this I knew I was a woman — ^a thing hated by alL O 
may she most miserably perish who first began to pollute the 
marriage-bed with other men ! From noble families first arose 
this evil among women : for when base things appear right to 
those who are accounted good, surely they will appear so to 
the bad. I hate moreover those women who are chaste in 
their language indeed, but secretly have in them no good deeds 
of boldness : who, how, I pray, Venus my revered mistress, 
look they on the faces of their husbands, nor dread the dark- 
ness that aided their deeds, and the ceilings of the house, lest 
they should some time or other utter a voice ? For this bare 
idea kills me, friends, lest I should ever be discovered to have 
disgraced my husband, or my children, whom I brought forth ; 
but free, happy in liberty of speech may they inhabit the city 
of illustrious Athens, in their mother glorious ! For it en- 
slaves a man, though he be valiant-hearted, when he is con- 
scious of his mothePs or his father's misdeeds. But this alone 
they say in endurance compeers with life, an honest and good 
mind, to Tvhomsoever it belong. But Time, when it so chance, 
holding up the mirror as to a young virgin, shows forth the 
bad^ amongst whom may I be never seen ! 


.i 
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Cho. Alas ! alas ! in every way. how fair is chastity, and 
how goodly a report has it amongst men I 

NuR. My mistress, just now indeed thy calamity coming 
upon me unawares, gave me a dreadful alarm. Buj; now I 
perceive I was weak ; and somehow or other among mortals 
second thoughts are the wisest. For thou hast not suffered 
any thing excessive nor extraordinary, but the anger of the 
Goddess hath fallen upon thee. Thou lovest — what wonder 
this ? with many mortals. — ^And then will you lose your life 
for love? There is then no advantage for those who love 
others, nor to those who may hereafter, if they must needs 
die. For Venus is a thing not to be borne, if she rush on 
vehement. Who comes quietly indeed on the person who 
yields ; but whom she finds haughty and of lofty notions, him 
taking (how thinkest thou ?) she chastises. But Venus goes 
through air, and is on the ocean wave ; and all things from 
her have their birth. She it is that sows and gives forth love, 
from whence all we on earth are engendered. As many in- 
deed as ken the writings of the ancients, or are themselves 
ever among the muses, they know indeed, how that Jove was 
formerly inflamed with the love of Semele ; they know too, 
how that formerly the lovely bright Aurora bore away Ce- 
phalus up to the Gods, for love, but still they live in heaven, 
and fly not from the presence of the Gods : but they acquiesce 
yielding, I ween, to what has befallen them. And wilt thou 
not bear it ? Thy father then ought to have begotten thee 
on stipulated terms, or else under the dominion of other Gods^ 
unless thou wilt be content with these laws. How many, 
thinkest thou, are in full and complete possession of their 
senses, who, when they see their bridal bed diseased, seem not 
to see it ? And how many fathers, thinkest thou, have aided 
their erring sons in matters of love, for this is a maxim 
amongst the wise part of mankind, '' that things that show 
not fair should be concealed." Nor should men labour too 
exactly their conduct in life, for neither would they do well 
to employ much accuracy in the roof wherewith their houses 
are covered ; but having fallen into fortune so deep as thou 
hast, how dost thou imagine thou canst swim out ? But if 
thou hast more things good than bad, mortal as thou art, thou 
surely must be well off*. But cease, my dear child, from these 
evil thoughts, cease too from being haughty, for nothing else 
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save haughtiness is this, to wish to be superior tq the Gods. 
But, as thou art in love, endure it ; a God hath willed it so : 
and, being ill, by some good means or other try to get rid of 
thy illness. But there are charms and soothing spells : there 
w&l appear some medicine for this sickness. Else surely men 
would be slow indeed in discoveries, if we women should not 
find contrivances. 

Cho. Phsedra, she speaks indeed most useful advice in thy 
present dtate : but thee I praise. Yet is this praise less wel- 
come than her words, and to thee more painful to hear. 

Fha. This is it that destroys cities of men and families 
well governed — ^words too fair. For it is not at all requisite 
• to speak words pleasant to the ear, but that whereby one may 
become of fair report. 

NuR. Why dost thou talk in this grand strain? thou 
needest not gay decorated words, but a man : as soon as possi- 
ble must those be found, who will speak out the plain straight- 
forward word concerning thee. For if thy life were not in 
calamities of such a cast, I never would have brought thee 
thus far for the sake of lust, and for thy pleasure : but now 
the great point is to save thy life ; and this is not a thing de- 
serving of blame. 

Ph^. O thou that hast spoken dreadful things, wilt thou 
not shut thy mouth ? and wilt not cease from uttering again 
those words most vile ? 

NuR. Vile they are, but better these for thee than fair ; but 
better will the deed be (if at least it will save thee), than the 
name, in the which while thou boastest, thou wilt die. 

pHiB. Nay do not, I entreat thee by the gods (for thou 
speakest well, but base are [the things thou speakest]) go 
beyond this, since rightly have I surrendered my life to love ; 
hut if thou speak base things in fair phrase, I shall be con- 
sumed, [|being cast] into that [evil] which I am now avoiding. 
NuR. If in truth this be thy opinion, thou oughtest not to 
err, but if thou hast erred, be persuaded by me, for this is the 
next best thing thou canst do.^^ I have in the house soothing 
philters of love (and they but lately came into my thought) ; 
which, by no base deed, nor to the harm of thy senses, will rid 
you of this disease, unless you are obstinate. But it is requisite 
to receive from him that is the object of your love, some 
^' Or, this is a fecond favour thou mayst grant me* 
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token, either some word, or some relic of his vest, and to join 
from two one love. 

Ph^. But is the charm an unguent or a potion ? 

NuR. I know not : wish to be relieved, not informed, my 
child. 

PaE. I fear thee, lest thou should appear too wise to me. 

NuH. Know that you would fear everything, if you fear 
this, but what is it you are afraid of ? ' 

PHiB. Lest you should tell any of these things to the son of 
Theseus. 

NuR. Let be, my child, I will arrange these matters hon- 
ourably, only be thou my coadjutor, O Venus, my revered 
mistrcvss ; but the other things which I purpose, it will suffice 
to tell to my friends within. 

Chobus, Ph^dra. 

Cho. Love, love, O thou that instillest desire through the 
eyes, inspiring sweet affection in the souls of those against 
whom thou makest war, mayst thou never appear to me to my 
injury, nor come unmodulated : for neither is the blast of fire 
nor the .bolt of heaven more vehement, than that of Venus, 
which Love, the boy of Jove, sends from his hands. In vain, 
in vain, both by the Alpheus, and at the Pythian temples of 
Phoebus does Greece then solemnize the slaughter of bulls : 
but Love, the tjnrant of men, porter of the dearest chambers 
of Venus, we worship not, the destroyer and visitant of men 
in all shapes of calamity, when he comes. That virgin in 
(Echalia, yoked to no bridal bed, till then unwedded, and who 
knew no husband, having taken from her home a wanderer 
impelled by the oar, her, like some Bacchanal of Pluto, with 
blood, with smoke, and murderous hymeneals did Venus give 
to the son of Alcmena. unhappy woman, because of her 
nuptials ! O sacred wall of Thebes, O mouth of Dirce, you 
can assist me in telling, in what manner Venus comes : for by 
the forked lightning, by a cruel fate, did she put to eternal 
sleep the parent of the Jove-begotten Bacchus, when she -was 
visited as a bride. For dreadful doth she breathe on all 
things, and like some bee hovers about. 

Pel®. Women, be silent : I am undone. 

Cho. What is there that affrights thee, Phaedra, in thine 
house ? 
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Ph^. Be silent, that I may make out the yoiee of those 
within. 

Cho. I am silent : this however is an evil bodement. 

Fofi. Alas me ! O ! 1 O I oh unhappy me, because of 
my sufferings ! 

Cho. What sound dost thou utter? what word speakest 
thou ? tell me what report frightens thee, lady, rushing upon 
thy senses ! 

Phjs. We are undone. Do you, standing at these gates, 
hear what the noise is that strikes on the house ? 

Cho. Thou art by the gate, the noise that is sent forth from 
the house is thy care. But teU me, tell me, what evil, I pray 
thee, came to thine ears f 

Phjs. The son of the warlike Amazon, Hippolytus, cries 
out, abusing in dreadful forms my attendant. 

Cho. I hear indeed a noise, but cannot plainly tell how it 
is. The voice came, it came through to the door. 

FH£. But hark I he calls her plainly the pander of wicked- 
ness, the betrayer of her master's bed. 

Cho. Alas me for thy miseries I Thou art betrayed, dear 
mistress. What shall I counsel thee ? for hidden things are 
come to light, and thou art utterly destroyed 

Phje. 01 O! 

Cho. Betrayed by thy friends. 

Phzb. She hath destroyed me by speaking of my unhappy 
state, kindly but not honourably endeavouring to heal this 
disease. 

Cho. How then ? what wilt thou do, O thou that hast suf- 
fered things incurable ? 

Ph^. I know not, save one thing ; to die as soon as possi- 
ble is the only cure of my present sufferings. 

Hippolytus, Phaedra, Nurse, Chobus. 

Hipp. O mother earth, and ye disclosing rays of the sun, 
of what words have I heard the dreadful sound ! 

NuR. Be silent, my son, before any one hears thy voice. 

Hipp. It is not possible for me to be silent, when I have 
heard such dreadful things. 

Nub. Nay, I implore thee by thy beauteous hand. 

Hipp. WHt not desist from bringing thy hand n^ar me^ and 
from touching my garments ? 
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NnB. O I by thy knees, I implore thee, do not utterly de- 
stroy me. 

HiFP. But wherefore this? since, thou sayest, thou hast 
spoken nothing evlL 

Nub. This word, my son, is by no means to be divulged. 

Hipp. It is more fair to speak fair things to many. 

NuR. O my child, by no means dishonour your oath. 

Hipp, My tongue hath sworn — my mind is still unsworn.*' 

NuR. O my son, what wilt thou do ? wilt thou destroy thy 
friends ? 

Hipp. Friends! I reject the word: no unjust person is 
my friend. 

NuR. Pardon, my child: that men should err is but to be 
expected. 

Hipp. O Jove, wherefore in the name of heaven didst thou 
place in the light of the sun that specious ^^ evil to men, wo- 
men ? for if thou didst will to propagate the race of mortals, 
there was no necessity for this to bie done by women, but men 
might, having placed an equivalent in thy temples, either in 
brass, or iron, or the weighty gold, buy a race of children, 
each for the consideration of the value paid, and thus might 
dwell in unmolested houses, without females. But now, first 
of all, when we prepare to bring this evil to our homes, we 
squander away the wealth of our houses. By this too it is 
evidentjjha l woman is a great ev il ; for the father, who begat 
her and brought her up, having given her a dowry sends her 
away in order to be rid of the eviL But the husband, on the 
other hand, when he has received the baneful eviP^ into his 
house, rejoices, having added a beautiful decoration to a most 
vile image, and tricks her out with robes, unhappy man, while 
he has been insensibly minishing the wealth of the family. 
But he is constrained ; so that having made alliance with no- 
ble kinsmen, he retains with ]]seeming] joy a marriage bitter 
to him : or if he has received a good bride, but worthless pa- 
rents in law, he suppresses the evil that has befallen him by 
the consideration of the good. But his state is the easiest^ 

■ ^' On the numberless references to this impious sophism, see the learned 
notes of Yalckenaer and Monk. CJompare more particularly Anstoph. 
Ran. 102, 1471. Thesmoph. 275. Arist. Rhet. ill. 15. B. 

" Literally, ** spurious coined race.** B. 

^* The MSS. reading, ^vrdv, is preferable. B. 
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whose wife is settled in his house, a cipher, but useless by 
reason of simplicity. But a wise woman I detest : may there 
not be in my house at least a woman more highly gifted with 
mind than woman ought to be. For Venus engenders mischief 
rather amongst clever women, but a woman who is not en- 
dowed with capacity, by reason of her small understanding, 
is removed from folly. But it is right that an attendant should 
have no access to a woman, but with them ought to dwell the 
speechless brute beasts, in which case they would be able nei- 
ther to address any one, nor from them to receive a voice in 
return. But now, they that are evil follow after their evil 
devices within, and the servants carry it forth abroad. As 
thou also hast, O evil woman, come to the purpose of admit- 
ting me to share a bed which must not be approached — a fa- 
ther's. Which impious things I will wash out with flowing 
stream, pouring it into my ears : how then could I be the vile 
one, who do not even deem myself pure, because I have heard 
such things ? — ^But be well assured, my piety protects thee, 
woman, for, had I not been taken unawares by the oaths of 
the Gods, never would I have refrained from telling these 
things to my father. But now will I depart from the house, 
and stay during the time that Theseus is absent from the 
land, and will keep my mouth silent ; but I will see, returning 
with my father's return, how you will look at him, both you ' 
and your mistress. But your boldness I shall know, having 
before had proof of it. May you perish : but never shall I 
take my fillof hAt.in|r w<j]T[iftn^ not even if any one assert, that 
i am always saying this. For in some way or other they 
surely are always bad. Either then let some one teach them 
to be modest, or else let him suffer me ever to utter my invec- 
tives against them. 

Chorus, Phaedra, Nurse. 

Cho. Oh unhappy ill-fated fortune of women I what art 
now or what words have we, having failed as we have, to ex- 
tricate the knot caused by [these] words ? 

Pbl*. We have met a just reward ; O earth, and light, in 
"what manner, I pray, can I escape from my fortunes ? and 
how, my friends, can I conceal my calamity ? Who of the 
Gods will appear my succourer, or what mortal my ally, or 
my fellow-worker in unjust works ? for the suffering of my 
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life that is at present on me comes hardly to be escaped^ 
I am the most ill-fated of women. 

Cho. Alas ! alas ! we are undone, ladj, and the arts of thj 
attendant have not succeeded, and it fares ill with us. 

Pels. O thou most vile, and the destruction of thy friends, 
what hast thou done to me ! May Jove, my ancestor, tear 
thee up by the roots, having stricken thee by his fire. Did 
not I teU thee (did not I foresee thy intention ?) to be silent 
with regard to those things with which I am now tormented ? 
but thou couldst not refrain ; wherefore I can no longer die 
with glory : but I must now in sooth employ new measures. 
For he, now that his mind is made keen with rage, wiU tell, 
to my detriment, thy errors to his father, and will fiU the 
whole earth with the most vile reports. Mayst thou perish, 
both thou and whoever else is forward to assist friends against 
their will otherwise than by honourable means. 

NuR. Lady, thou canst indeed blame the evil I have wrought; 
for that which gnaws upon thee masters thy better judgment ; 
— but I too have somewhat to say in answer to these things, 
if thou wilt admit it : I brought thee up, and have a kind af- 
fection towards thee ; but, while searching for medicine for 
thy disease, I found not that I wished for. But if I had suc- 
ceeded, I had been surely ranked among the wise; for we 
have the reputation of sense according to our success. 

Phje. What ? is this conduct just, and satisfactory to me, 
to injure me first, and then to meet me in argument ? 

NuR. We talk too long — I did not behave wisely. But even 
from this state of things it is possible that thou mayest be 
saved, my child. 

Pel£. Desist from speaking ; for before also thou didst not 
well advise for me, and didst attempt evil things. But depart 
from my sight, and take care about thyself; for I will settle 
my own affairs in an honourable manner. But you, noble 
daughters of Troezene, grant thus much to me requesting it, 
bury in silence what you here have heard. 

Cho. I swear by hallowed Dian, daughter of Jove, that I 
will never reveal to the face of day one of thy evils. 

*® The syntax appears to be SvtnKTriparov piov, such aa my lift can 
scarcely get over, Musffrave has followed the other explanation of the 
Scholiast, which makes piov depend on ir&Qof:, Tr. I have followed the 
Scholiast and Dindorf. B. 
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Fhm. Thou hast well spoken : but one kind of resource, 
while I search around me,^^ do I find for my present calamity, 
80 that I may make the life of my children glorious, and may 
myself be assisted as things have now fallen out. For never 
will I disgrace the house of Crete at least, nor will I come 
before the face of Theseus having acted basely, for one's 
Ws sake. 

Ceo, But what irremediable evil art thou then about to 
perpetrate ? 
Tbm. To die : but how, this will I devise. 
Cho. Speak words of better omen. 

Pels. And do thou at least advise me well. But having 
quitted life this day, I shall gratify Venus, who destroys me, 
and shaU be conquered by bitter love. But when I am dead, 
I shall be an evil to another at least,^^ so that he may know not 
to exult over my misfortunes ; but, having shared this malady 
in common with me, he shall learn to be modest. 

Cho. Would that I were under the rocks' vast retreats,-' 
and that there the God would make me a winged bird among 
the 8wi£t £ocks, and that I were lifted up above the ocean 
wave that dashes against the Adriatic shore, and the water of 
Eridanus^ where for grief of Phaethon the thrice wretched 
virgins let fall into their father's billow the amber-beaming 
brightness of their tears : and that I could make my way to 
the shore where the apples grow of the harmonious daughters 
of Hesperus, where the ruler of the ocean no longer permits 
the passage of the purple sea to marjners, dwelling in that 
dread bourn of heaven which Atlas doth sustain, and the am- 
brosial founts stream forth hard by the couches of Jove's pa- 
laces, where the divine and life-bestowing earth increases the 
bliss of the Grods. O white-winged bark of Crete, who didst 
bear my queen through the perturbed ^^ ocean wave of brine 
from a happy home, thereby aiding her in a most evil mar- 
riage. For surely in both instances, or at any rate from Crete 

" trpoTpkirovaay olvtI rov l^rjTovfTa xal l^€pivv(o<Ta, Schol. Dindorf 
acknowledges the strangeness of the usage, and seems to prefer vpouKo- 
TTovtr't "with Monk. B. 

*' Cf. Soph. Ant. 751. ^^ o^v daveirac, icai 9avov<r* 6\eX tip A, B. 

^^ For the meaning and derivation of dXij3arot£, see Monk's note. 

^ aXiKTVTTOv seems to be an awkward epithet of icv/ia, unless it mean 
" dashed [ctgainst the shore] by the voavee" Perhaps dXiicrwTrov would 
he less forced. B. 
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slie came ill-omened to renowned Athens, when on the Mu- 
nychian shore thej bound the platted ends of their cables, and 
disembarked on the continent. Wherefore she was heart- 
broken with the terrible disease of unhallowed love hj the 
influence of Venus ; and now that she can no longer hold out 
against the heavy calamity,^ she will fit around her the noose 
suspended " from the ceiUng of her bridal chamber, adjusting 
it to her white neck, having revered the hateful Groddess, and 
embracing an honourable name,^and ridding from her breast 
the painful love. 

Female Servant, Chorus, Theseus, Hippolttus. 

Ser. Alack ! alack I run to my succour all that are near 
the house — My mistress the wife of Theseus is hanging. 

Cho. Alas ! alas I the deed is done : the queen is indeed 
no more — she is suspended in the noose that hangs there. 

Ser. WiU ye not haste ? will not some one bring a two- 
edged sword, with which we may undo this knot around her 
neck ? 

Sehich. My friends, what do we ? does it seem good to 
enter the house and to free the queen from the tight-drawn 
noose ? 

Semich. Why we? Are not the young men-servants at 
hand ? The being over-busy is not a safe plan through life. 

Ser. Lay right the wretched corpse, pull her Hmbs straight 
A grievous housekeeping this for my master ! 

Cho. The unhappy woman, as I hear, has perished, for al- 
ready are they laying her out as a corpse. 

The. Bjiow ye, females, what noise this is in my house ? 
a heavy sound of my attendants reached me. For the family 
does not think fit to open the gates to me and to hail me with 
joy as having returned from the oracle. Has any ill befallen 
the aged Pittheus ? His life is now indeed far advanced ; but 
still he would be much lamented by us, were he to leave this 
house. 

Cho. This that has happened, Theseus, extends not to the 
old ; the young are they that by their death will gWeve thee. 

** 'YirlpavrXoc ovtra <rvfji^opgy a metaphor taken from a ship "which can 
no longer keep out water. , 

«« See the note on my Translation of ^sch. Agam., p. 121, note 1. ^^ 
Bohn. B. 
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The. Alas me ! is the life of any of my children stolen 
from me ? 

Cho. They live, but their mother is dead in a way that will 
grieve thee most. 
The. What sayest ? My wife dead ? By what fate ? 
Cho. She suspended the noose, wherewith she strangled 
herself. 

The. Wasted with sorrow, or from some sudden ca- 
lamity? 

Cho. Thus much we know — nothing further ; for I am but 
just come to thy house, Theseus, to bewail thy evils. 

The. Alas ! alas ! why then have I my head crowned with 
entwined leaves, who am the unhappy inquirer of the oracle ? 
Servants, undo the bars of the gates ; ui^oose the bolts, that 
I may behold the mournful spectacle of my wife, who by her 
death hath utterly undone me. 

Cho. Alas! alas! unhappy for thy wretched ills: thou 
hast been a sufferer; thou hast perpetrated a deed of such 
extent as to throw this house into utter confusion. AJas ! 
alas! thy boldness, O thou who hast died a violent death, 
and, by an unhallowed chance, the act committed by thy 
wretched hand. Who is it then, thou unhappy one, that 
destroys thy life ?/ 

The. Alas me for my sufferings ?^^ I have suffered, un- 
Iiappy wretch, the extreme of my troubles — fortune, how 
heavy hast thou come upon me and my house, an impercepti- 
ble spot from some evil demon ! the wearing out of a life 
not to be endured ;2^ and I, unhappy wretch, perceive a sea 
of troubles so great, that never again can I emerge from it, 
nor escape beyond the flood of this calamity. What mention 
making can I unhappy, what heavy-fated fortune of thine, 
lad J, saying that it was, can I be right ? For as some bird 
thou art vanished from my hand, having leapt me a sudden 
leap to the realms of Pluto. Alas I alas ! wretched, wretched 
are these sufferings, but from some distant period or other re- 
ceive I this calamity from the Gods, for the errors of some of 
those of old. 


" Read w/xot lyia vSviov' evaSov w raXac with cod. Hay. See Din- 
dorr. B. 

»7 Ct Matth. apud Dindorf. B. 
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Cho. Not to thee alone, king, have these evils happened ; 
but with many others thou hast lost an excellent wife.^ 

The. In the shades beneath the earth, I unhappy wish, dy- 
ing, to dwell in darkness, reft as I am of thy most dear com- 
pany, for thou hast destroyed rather than perbhed — What 
then do I hear ? whence came the deadly chance, lady, to thine 
heart ? Will any speak what has happened, or does my royal 
palace contain to no purpose the crowd of my attendants ? — 
Alas me on thy account I unhappy that I am, what grief in 
my house have I seen, intolerable, indescribable ! but — we are 
undone ! my house left desolate, and my children orphans. 

Cho. Thou hast left us, thou hast left us, O dear among 
women, and most excellent of those as many as both the light 
of the sun, and the star-visaged moon of night behold. O 
unhappy man ! how great iU doth the house contain I with tears 
gushing over, my eyelids are wet at thy calamity. But the 
woe that will ensue on this I have long since been dreading. 

The. Alas ! alas ! What I pray is this letter suspended 
from her dear hand ? does it mean to betoken some new ca- 
lamity? — What, has the unhappy woman written injunctions 
to me, making some request about ^^ my bridal bed and my 
children ? Be of good courage, hapless one ; for no womaa 
exists, who shall enter the bed and the house of Theseus. 
But lo ! the impressions of the golden seal^ of he^ no more 
here court my attention.** Come, let me unfold the envelop- 
ments of the seal, and see what this letter would say to me. 

Cho. Alas I alas ! this new evil in succession again doth 
the God bring on. To me indeed the condition of life will 
be impossible to bear,*^ from what has happened ; for I con- 
sider, alas ! as ruined and no more the house of my kings. 
O God, if it be in any way possible, do not overthrow the 

2* In the same maimer the chorus in the Alcestis comforts Admetus. v. 

Oif yap rt trp&roCi ovdk \oi<r$ios ppordv 

yvvaixbe MXijc ^^«rXaiccc. 
*• "Yfl-ip is here to be understood. Valk. 

30 ^^evBovfi, literally, the setting of the seal, which embraces the gem 
as a sling its stone. 
^^ See a similar expression in .£sch. Eum. 254. 

'0<r/ij][ ppoTHutv aifiaTiitv fie vpotryiXf. 

^' The construction is, tiii dv l/io2 dpiufToc Tv\a Piov, Sttm tvx^%. 
airtiQ. Monk. 
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house; but hear me as I pray, for from some quarter, as 
though a prophet, I behold an evil omen. 

The. Ah me ! what other evil is this in addition to evil, 
not to be borne, nor spoken I alas wretched me ! 

Cho. What is the matter ? Tell me if it may be told me. 

Thb. It cries out — ^the letter cries out things most dread- 
ful : which way can I fly the weight of my ills ; for I perish 
utterly destroyed. What, what a complaint have I seen speak* 
ing in her writing I 

Cho. Alas ! thou utterest words foreboding woes. 

The. No longer vnll I keep within the door of my lips this 
dreadful, dreadful evil hardly ta be uttered. O city, city, Hip- 
polytus has dared by force to approach my bed, having despised 
the awful eye of Jove. But O father Neptune, by one of these 
three curses, which thou formerly didst promise me, by one of 
those destroy my son, and let him not escape beyond this day, 
if thou hast given me curses that shall be verified. 

Cho. O king, by the Gods recall back this prayer, for 
hereafter you will know that you have erred ; be persuaded 
by me. 

The. It cannot be : and moreover I will drive him from 
this J§^. And by one or other of the two fates shall he be 
as^led : for either Neptune shall send him dead to the man- 
sions of Pluto, having respect unto my vnsh ; or else banished 
from this country, wandering over a foreign land, he shall 
drag out a miserable existence. 

Cho. And lo ! thy son Hippolytus is present here oppor- 
tunely, but if thou let go thy evil displeasure, king Theseus, 
thou wilt advise the best for thine house. 

Hippolytus, Theseus, Chorus. 

Hn»p. I heard thy cry, my father, and came in haste ; the 
thing however, for which you are groaning, I know not ; but 
-would fain hear from you. Ha ! what is the matter ? I be- 
hold thy wife, my father, a corpse : this is a thing meet for 
the greatest wonder. — Her, whom I lately left, her, who be- 
lidd the light no great time since. What ails her ? In what 

xnanner died she, my father, I would fain hear from you. 

JLrt silent ? But there is no use of silence in misfortunes ; 

for the heart which desires to hear all things, is found eager 

also in the case of ills. It is not indeed right, my father, to 
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conceal tlij misfortunes from friends, and even more than 
friends. 

The. men, who vainly go astray in many things, why 
then do ye teach ten thousand arts, and contrive and invent 
every thing ; but one thing ye do not know, nor yet have in- 
vestigated, to teach those to be wise who have no intellect ? 

Hipp. A clever sophist this you speak of, who is able to 
compel those who have no wisdom to be rightly wise. But 
(for thou art arguing too refinedly on no suitable occasion) I 
fear, O father, lest thy tongue be talking at random through 
thy woes. 

The. Alas! there ought to be established for men some 
infallible proof of their friends, and some means of knowing 
their dispositions, both who is true, and who is not a friend, 
and men ought all to have two voices, the one true, the other 
as it chanced, that the untrue one might be convicted by the 
true, and then we should not be deceived. 

Hipp. Has some one then falsely accused me in your ear, 
and am I suffering who am not at all guilty ? I am amazed, 
for your words, wandering beyond the bounds of reason, do 
amaze me. 

The. Alas ! the mind of man, to what lengths will it go? 
what will be the limit to its boldness and temerity ? For if 
it shall increase with each generation of man, and the suc- 
cessor shall be wicked a degree beyond his predecessor, ft will 
be necessary for the Gods to add to the earth another land, 
which ^ will contain the unjust and the evil ones. — ^But look 
ye on this man, who being bom of me hath defiled my bed, 
and is manifestly convicted by the deceased of being most 
base. — But, since thou hast come to this attaint, show thy face 
here before thy father^ Dost thou forsooth associate with the 
Gods, as being an extraordinary person ? art thou chaste and 
uncontaminated with evil? I will not believe thy boasts, 
attributing {as I musty if I do believe) to the Gods the folly 
of thinking evil. Now then vaunt, and with thy feeding on 
inanimate food retail your doctrines upon men, and having 
Orpheus^ for your master, revel it, reverencing the emptiness 
of many letters ; which avail you not ; since you are caught. 

^' ^, which land, together with the present earth, 
** On the Orphic abstinence from animal food, see Matth. apud Dind. 
Compare Porphyr. de Abst. ii. 3 sqq. B. 
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But such sort of men I warn all to shun ; for they hunt with 
fair sounding words, while thej devise base things. She is 
dead : dost thou think this will save thee ? Bj this thou art 
most detected, thou most vile one ! For what sort of oaths, I 
what arguments can be more strong than what she says, so 
that thou canst escape the accusation ? Wilt thou say that 
she hated thee, and that the bastard race is hateful forsooth to 
those of noble birth ? A bad housewife then of life you ac- 
count her, if through hatred of thee she lost what was most 
dear to her. But wilt thou say that there is not this folly in 
men, but that there is in women? I myself have known 
young men who were not a whit more steady than women, 
when Venus disturbed the youthful mind : but their pretence 
of manliness protects them. Now however, why do I thus 
contend against thy words, when the Corse, the surest witness, ' 
is here ? Depart an exile from this land as soon as possible, i 
And neither go to the divine-built Athens, nor to the confines ' 
of that land over which my sceptre rules. For if I thus suf- 
fering by thee be vanquished, never will the Isthmian Sinis 
bear witness of me that I killed him, but will say that I vainly 
boast. Nor will the Scironian rocks, that dwell by the sea, 
confess that I am formidable to the bad. 

Cho. I know not how I can say that any of mortals is 
happy ; for the things that were most excellent are turned 
back again. 

B[ipp. Father, thy rage indeed, and the commotion of thy 
mind is terrible; this thing, however, though it have fair 
arguments, if any one unravel it, is not fair. But I am un- 
adorned with phrase to speak to the multitude, but to speak 
to my equals and to a few, more expert : but this also has 
consistency in it ; for those, who are of no account among the 
Tvise, are more fitted to speak before the rabble. But yet it is 
necessaty for me, since this calamity has come, to unloose my 
tongue. But first will I begin to speak from that point where 
first you attacked, as though you would destroy, and as 
though I should not answer again. Dost thou behold this\ 
li^ht and this earth ? In these there is not a man more chaste \ 
than me, not even though thou deny it For, first indeed, I i 
know to reverence the Gods, and to have such friends as at- 
tempt not to be unjust, but those, to whom there is modesty, so 
that neither they give utterance to evil thoughts, nor minister 
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in return base services to those who use their friendship : nor 
am I the derider of my associates, O father, but the same man 
to my friends when they are not present, and when I am with 
them. But of one thing by which thou thinkest to crush me, 
I am pure ;^ for to this day my body is undefiled by the 
couch of love ; and I know not the deed except hearing of it 
{ by report, and seeing it in a picture, nor even am I forward 
to look at these things, having a virgin mind. And perhaps 
my modesty persuades you not. Behoves it thee then to show 
in what manner I lost it Did this woman's person excel in 
beauty all women ? Or did I hope to rule over thine house, 
having thy bridal bed as carrying dowry with it ? I must 
in that case have been a fool,4uid not at all in my senses. But 
did I do it as though to reign were pleasant to the modest ? 
By no means indeed is it, except monarchy have destroyed 
the minds of men who are pleased with her. But I would 
wish indeed to be first victor in the Grecian games, but second 
in the state ever to be happy with the most excellent friends. 
For thus is it possible to be well circumstanced : but the ab- 
sence of the danger gives greater joy than dominion. One of 
my argumentsylias not been spoken, but the rest you are in 
possession of t for, if I had a witness such as mysdf am, and 
were she alive during my contention, yoji would know the 
evil ones, searching them by their worksX But now I swear 
by Jove, the guardian of oaths,^ and by the plain of the earth, 
that never touched I thy bridal bed, nor ever wished it, nor 
conceived the thought. Else may I perish inglorious, witibout 
a name, and may neither sea nor earth receive the flesh of me 
when dead, if I be a wicked man. But whether or no she 
have destroyed her life through fear, I know not : for it is 
not lawful for me to speak further. Cautious^ she was, 

*^ 'ABiktoq appears here to have an active sense. So in Soph. (Ed. c. 
1521 . dOiKToc vyVf^poQ* It is used in its more frequent sense (a passive) 
in y. 648, of this play. Tr. Ck)mpare my note on ^sch. Prom. 110* p* 
6» n. I. B. 

*• Cf. Med. 169. Zrjva ^ 8c 6pK<av BvardlQ Tafiiae vevSfutrrat. B. 

^ There are various interpretations of this passage. The Scholiast puts 
this sense upon it, Phadra wcu ehcute (in your eyet), who had not the 
power of being chaste, I had the power , and is it likely that I did not exert 
it to good purpose? Others translate the former part of the passage "with 
the Scholiast, but make oit KoK&e kxp^ii^Ba refer to the present time, had 
ittofxo good purpose, L e. am not now able to persuade you of my iono* 
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though she could not be chaste ; but I, who could be, had the 
power to no good purpose. 

Cho. Thou hast said sufficient to rebut the charge, in of^ 
fering the oaths by the Grods, no slight proof. 

The. Is not this man then an enchanter and a juggler, who 
trusts that he wiU overcome my mind by his goodness of dis- 
position, after he has dishonoured his father ? 

Hipp. I too very much wonder at this conduct of yours, my 
father; for if you were my son, and I your father, I should 
slay you, and not punish you by banishment, if you had dared 
to defile my wife. 

The. How fitly hast thou said this ! yet thou shalt not so 
die, as thou hast laid down this law for thyself; for a quick 
grave is easiest to the miserable man ; but wandering an exile 
from thy country's land to foreign realms, thou shalt drag out 
a life of bitterness ; for this is the reward for the impious 
man. 

Hipp. Ah me ! what wilt thou do ? vnlt thou not even 
await time as evidence against me, but wilt thou banish me 
from the land ? 

The. Ay, beyond the ocean, and the place of Atlas,* if 
any way I could, so much do I hate thee. 

Hipp. Without having even examined oath, or proof, or 
the sayings of the seers, wilt thou cast me uncondemned from 
out the land ? 

The. This letter here, that waiteth no seer's observations,^ 
accuses thee faithfully; but to the birds that flit above my 
head I bid a long farewell 

Hipp. O Gods, wherefore then do I not ope my mouth, who 
am destroyed by you whom I worship ? — And yet not so — 
for thus I should not altogether persuade those whom I ought, 
but should be violating to no purpose the oaths which I have 
8wom. 

The. Alas me I how thy sanctity kills me ! Wilt not thou 
go as quick as possible from thy country's land ? 

cence. Some translate kaw^pStitrBV, acted like a chaste woman, Tr. 
There is evidently a double meaning, which is almost lost by translation. 
Theseus is not intended to understand this. B. 

»■ Cf. vs. 3. B. 

*^ "SXfipoi were the notes the augurs took of their observations, and 
-wrote down on tablets. See Phcen. 852. 
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Hipp. Whither then shall I unhappy torn me ? what 
stranger's mansion shall I enter, banished on this charge ? 

The. His, who delights to entertain defilers of women, and 
those who dwell with ^ evil deeds. 

Hipp. Alas ! alas ! this goes to mj heart, and almost makes 
me weep : if indeed I appear vile^ and seem so to thee. 

Thb. Then oughtest thou to have groaned, and owned the 
guilt before, when thou daredst to wrong thy father's wife. 

Hipp. O mansions, would that ye could utter me a voice, 
and bear witness whether I be a vile man ! 

The. Dost fly to dumb witnesses ? this deed, though it 
speak not, clearly proves thee vile. 

Hipp. Alas ! would that I could look upon myself standing 
opposite, to that degree do I weep for the evils which I suffer ! 

The. Thou hast accustomed thyself much more to regard 
thyself, than to be a just man, and to do what is righteous to 
thy parents. 

l£[pp. O unhappy mother ! O wretched natal hour ! may 
none of my friends ever be illegitimate. 

The. Servants, will ye not drag him out ? did you not hear 
me long ago pronounce him banished ! 

Hipp. Any one of them shall touch me to his cost however ; 
but thou thyself, if it be thy desire, thrust me out from the 
land. 

The. I will do this, unless thou wilt obey my words, for no 
pity for thy banishment comes over me. 

Hipp. It is fixed, as it seems ; alas, wretch that I am ! since 

I know these things indeed, but know not how to say them. 

O most dear to me of deities, daughter of Latona, thou that 

assortest with me, huntest with me, we shall then indeed be 

banished illustrious Athens : but farewell O city, and land of 

Erectheus. plain of Troezene, how many things hast thou 

1 to employ the happy youth ! Farewell ! for I address thee^ 

beholding thee for the last time — Come youths of this land 

my companions, bid me farewell, and conduct me from the 

. land, for never shall you see a man more chasl^ even though 

i I seem not to my father. 

40 ^woiKovpove appears to be metaphorically used, but I think the 
sense would be greatly improved by reading kokoIq, and taking ivvoucai' 
povQ to mean " to dwell with him," referring it to *oaTic, B. 
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Chorus. 

Surely the providence of the Gods, when it comes into my 
mind, greatly takes away sorrow : but cherishing in my hope 
some knowledge, I am utterly deficient, when I look on the 
fortunes and on the deeds of men, for they are changed in 
different manners, and the life of man varies, ever exceeding 
vague. Would that in answer to my petitions fate from the 
Gods would give me this, prosperity with riches, and a mind 
unsullied by griefs. And be my character neither too high, 
nor on the other hand infamous. But changing my easy 
habits with the morrow ever may I lead a happy life ; for no 
longer have I an unperturbed mind, but I see things contrary 
to my expectations : since, we have seen the brightest star of 
Grecian Minerva sent forth to another land on account of his 
father's rage. O sands of the neighbouring shore, and moun- 
tain wood, where with the swift-footed dogs he wont to slay 
the wild beasts, accompanying the chaste Dian I No more 
shalt thou mount the car drawn by the team of Henetian 
steeds, restr^ning with thy foot the horses in their exercise 
on the course round Limna.^^ And the sleepless song that 
used to dwell under the bridge of the chords shall cease in 
thy father's house. And the haunts of the daughter of La- 
tona in the deep wood shall be without their garlands : and 
the contest among the damsels for thy bridal bed has died 
away by reason of thy exile. • But I, for thy misfortunes,] 
shall endure with tears a fortuneless fortune.^^ O unhappy ' 
mother, thou hast brought forth in vain ! Alas ! I am en-| 
raged with the Gods. Alas ! alas I united charms of marriage, 
wherefore send ye the unhappy one, guilty of no crime, away 
from his country's land — away from these mansions ? 

But lol I perceive a follower of Hippolytus with a sad 
countenance coming towards the house in haste. 

Messenger, Chorus. 

Mess. Ye females, whither going can I find Theseus, king | 
of this land ? If ye know, tell me : is he within this palace ? 
Cho. The [king] himself is coming out of the palace. 

*^ But we must read yvuvddoc *lwwov with Reiske, Brunot, and Diii- 
dorf* See his notes, ^ool must be joined with yv/ji, 'iwov, B. 
*• irSr/iov avoTuov. B. 
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Messenoeb, The8£U8, Chorus. 

Mess. I bring a tale that demands concern, of thee and of 
thy subjects, both those who inhabit the cily of the Athenians, 
and the realms of the Troezenian land. 

The. What is it ? Has any sudden calamity come upon 
the two neighbouring states ? 

Mess. To speak the word — Hippolytus is no more. He 
views the light however for a short moment. 

The. KiUed f By whom ? Has any come to enmity with 
him, whose wife, as his father's, he has forcibly defiled ? 

Mess. His own chariot slew him, and the imprecations of 
thy mouth, which thou didst put up to thy father, the ruler 
of the ocean, concerning thy son. 

f The. O ye Gods ! and O Neptune I how truly then wert 
jthou my father, when thou didst duly hear my imprecations ! 
Tell me too, how did he perish ? in what way did the jstaff of 
Justice strike him that disgraced me ? 

Mess. We indeed near the wave-beaten shore were combing 
out with combs the horses' hair, weeping, for there had come 
a messenger 'saying, that Hippolytus no longer trod on this 
land, havmg from thee received the sentence of wretched ban- 
ishment. But he came bringing to us on the shore the same 
(strain of tears : and an innumerable throng of his friends and 
companions came following with him. But at length after 
some time he spake, having ceased from his groans. ** Where- 
fore am I thus disquieted? My father's words must be obeyed. 
My servants, yoke to my car the harnessed steeds, for this city 
is for me no more." Then indeed every man hasted, and sooner 
than one could speak we drew up the horses caparisoned be- 
fore our master ; and he seizes with his hands the reins from 
off the bow of the chariot, mounting with his foot sandaled as 
it was.** And first indeed he addressed the Gods with out- 
stretched hands : ''Jove, may I no longer exist, if I am a base 
man ; but may my father perceive how unworthily he treats 

** AifToiffiv dpP{f\aimv. Some have supposed dppiXti to mean a part 
of the chariot, but this seems at Tariance vith the best authorities [aee 
Monk's note) ; perhaps' the expression may mean what is implied in the 
translation ; that Hippolytus did not wait to change any part of his 
dress. Tr. But I agree with Dindorf, that a{)Tal(nv is then utterly ab- 
surd and useless. The Scholiast seems correct in saying, rate ^^ Ap/ut' 
TOQ vtpi riiv avTvya^ ivBa n)v fn&otv lx£» 6 ipfioxo^. B. 
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me, either when I am dead, or while I view the light.'* And 
on this having taken the whip in his hands he struck the horses 
both at once : and we the attendants followed our master by 
the chariot close to the reins, along the road that leads straight- 
way to Argos and Epidauria^ but when we came into the de« 
sert country, there is a certain shore beyond this land which 
slopes even down to the Saronic Sea, from thence a voice like 
the subterraneous thunder of Jove sent forth a dreadful groan 
appalling to hear, and the horses pointed their heads erect and 
thdr ears towards the sky, and on us there came a vehement | 
fear, whence possibly the voice could come : but looking to- [ 
wards the sea-beaten shore we beheld a vast wave pillared in i 
heaven, so that the view of the heights of Sciron was taken * 
from mine eye:^ and it concealed the Isthmus and the rock 
of jEsculapius. And then swelling up and splashing forth^ 
much foam around in the ocean surf, it moves towards the | 
shore, where was the chariot drawn by its four horses. But 
together with its breaker and its tripled surge,*^ the wave sentt 
forth a bull, a fierce monster ; with whose bellowing the wholeU 
land filled resounded fearfully : and to the lookers on a sight 
appeared more dreadful than the eyes could bear. And straight- 
way a dreadful fear comes over the steeds. But their master, 
being much conversant with the ways of horses, seized theK. 
reins in his hands, and pulls them as a sailor pulls his oar, 
having fixed his body in an opposite direction to the reins.^^ 
But they, champing with their jaws the forged bits, bare him 
on forcibly, hewing neither the hand that steered them, nor 
the traces, nor the compact chariot : and, if indeed holding 
the reins he directed their course towards the softer ground, 
the bull appeared in front, so as to turn them away madden- 

'' " Adeo ut deficerent a visu, ne cemere possem, Scironis alta.'* B. 

*• Kax^a^ftf, a word formed from the noise of the sea — 6 ydp fjxoe 
Tov KVfjutroe Iv Toig KoiXdiicun rwv inrpStv yivofuvot, SoKtl niniiaOai rd 
Kax^ot^ icdx^a, — Etym, Mag. 

*^ TpiKVfiiq,, See Blomfield's Glosaary to the Prometheus, 1051. 

*' Musgrave supposes that Hippolytus wound the reins round his body ; 
bat on this supposition, not to mention other objections, the comparison 
with the sailor does not hold so well. It is more natural to suppose that 
he leaned back in order to get a purchase : in this attitude he is made to 
describe himself in Ov. Met xv. 519, Et retro lentaa tendo resupinus 
habenas. If there be any doubt of tic rovirioOtv iiiaaiv being Greek, 
this objection is obviated by putting a stop after l/iaaii/, and making it 
depend an SXcec. 
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ing with fright the four horses that drew the chariot. But if 
they were borne to the rocks maddened in mettle, silently ap- 
proaching the chariot he followed so far, until he overthrew 
it and drove it backwards, dashing the felly of the wheel 
against the rock. And all was in confusion, and the naves of 
the wheels flew up, and the linchpins of the axles. But the 
unhappy man himself entangled in the reins is dragged along, 
bound in a difficult bond, his head dashed against the rocks, 
and torn his flesh, and crying out in a voice dreadful to hear, 
" Stop, O ye that have been trained up in my stalls, do not 
(destroy me. Oh unhappy imprecation of my father! Who 
will come near and save a most excellent man ?" But many 
of us wishing so to do failed through want of swiftness : and 
he indeed freed, in what manner I know not, from the entan- 
[ glements of the reins, falls, having the breath of life in him, 
' but for a very short time. And the horses vanished, and the 
woeful monster of the bull I know not where in the mountain 
country. I am indeed the slave of thy house, O king, but 
j thus much never shall I at least be able to be persuaded of 
I thy son, that he is evil, not even if the whole race of women 
were hung, and though one should All with writing aU the flr 
of Ida,^ since I am confident that he is virtuous. i 

Cho. Alas! alas! the calamity of new evils is consum- 
mated, nor is there refuge from fate and from what must be. 

The. Through hate of the man, who has thus suflered, I 
was pleased with this account ; but now, having respect unto 
the Gods, and to him, because he is of me, I am neither 
pleased, nor yet troubled at these ills. 

Mess. How then? Must we bring him hither, or what 
must we do to the unhappy man to gratify thy wishes? 
Think ; but if thou take my advice, thou wilt not be harsh 
towards thy son in his misfortunes. 

The. Bear him hither, that seeing him before my eyes that 
denied he had defiled my bed, I may confute him with words, 
and with what has happened from the Gods. 

Cho. Thou, Venus, bendest the stubborn mind of the Gods, 
and of mortals, and with thee he of varied plume, that darts 
about on swiftest wing ; and flies over the earth and over the 
loud-resounding briny ocean ; and Love charms to subjection, 

*^ i. e. in Crete. See Dindorf 's note. B. 




1276-1817. HIPPOLYTUS. 207 

on whose maddened heart the winged urchin come gleaming 
with gold, the race of the mountain whelps, and of those that 
inhabit the sea, and as many things as the earth nourisheth, 
which the sun doth behold scorched [with its rays,] and 
men: but oyer all these things thou, Venus, alone boldest// 
sovereign rule. '/ * 

Diana, Theseus, Chorus. 

Di. Thee, the noble son of (Egeus, I command to listen ; 
but it is I, Diana^ daughter of Latona, who am addressing 
thee : Theseus, wherefore dost thou, wretched man, take de- 
light in these things, seeing that thou hast slain in no just 
way thy son, being persuaded by the lying words of thy wife 
in things not seen ? But the guilt that has seized on thee is 
manifest. How canst thou, shamed as thou art, refrain from 
hiding thy body beneath the dark recesses of the earth ? or 
from withdrawing thy foot from this suffering, by changing 
thy nature, and becoming a winged creature abore ? Since 
among good men at least thou hast not a part in ^e to pos- 
sess. Hear, O Theseus, the state of thy ills. Even though 
I gain no advantage from it, yet will I torment thee ; but for 
this purpose came I to show thee the upris^ht mind of thy son, 
that he Zj die with a good reputationTand thy wife's p4ioi^ 
or, in some sort, nobleness ; for, gnawed by the stings of that 
deity most hateful to us, as many as delight in virginity, she 
became enamoured of thy son. But while she endeavoured 
by right feeling to conquer Venus, she was destroyed not will- 
ingly by the means employed by the nurse, who having first 
bound him by oaths, told thy son her malady. But he, as 
was right, obeyed not her words; nor, again, though evil- 
entreated by thee, did he violate the sanctity of his oaths, 
being a pious man. But she, fearing lest her conduct should 
be scrutinized, wrote a false letter, and by deceit destroyed 
thy son, but nevertheless persuaded thee. 

The. Ah me ! 

Di. My tale torments thee, Theseus, but be still, that having 
heard what follows thou mayest groan the more — ^Knowest 
thou then that thou receivedst from thy father three wishes 
with a certainty of their being granted ? Whereof one thou 
hast expended, O most evil one, on thy son, when thou might- 
€St have done it on some of thine enemies. Thy father then 
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that dwelleth in the ocean, gave thee as much as he was bound 
to give, because he promised. But thou both in his eyes and 
in mine appearest evil, who neither didst await nor examine 
proof, nor the voice of the prophets, didst not leave the con- 
sideration to length of time, but, quicker than became thee^ 
didst vent thy curses against thy son and slay him. 

The. Mistress, let me die ! 

Di. Thou hast committed dreadful deeds, but nevertheless, 
it is still possible even for thee to obtain pardon for these 
things. For Venus willed that these things should be in order 
to satiate her rage. But among the Gods the law is thus — 
None wishes to thwart the purpose of him that wills any 
thing, but we always give way. Since, be well assured, were 
it not that I feared Jove, never should I have come to such 
disgrace, as to suffer to die a man of all mortals the most dear 
to me. But thine error, first of all thine ignorance frees from 
malice ; and then thy wife by her dying put an end to the 
proof of words, so as to persuade thy mind. Chiefly then on 
thee these ills are burst, but sorrow is to me too ; for Gods 
rejoice not when the pious die ; the wicked however we de- 
stroy with their children and their houses. 

Cho. And lo ! the unhappy man there is coming, all 
mangled his young flesh and auburn head. Oh the misery of 
the house! such double anguish coming down from heaven 
has been wrought in the palaces ! 

HiPPOLTTus, Diana, Theseus, Choeus. 

Hipp. 0! 0! O! Unhappy I was thus foully mangled 
by the unjust prayers of an unjust father — ^I am destroyed 
miserably. Ah me I ah me ! Pains rush through my head, 
and the spasm daHs across my brain. Stop, I will rest my 
fainting body. Oh! Oh! O those hateful horses of my 
chariot, things which I fed with my own hand, ye have de- 
stroyed me utterly and slain me. Oh! oh! by the Gods, 
gently, my servants, touch with your hands my torn flesh. 
Who stands by my side on the right ? Lift me up properly, 
and take hold all equally on me, the unblessed of heaven, and 
cursed by my father's error — Jove, Jove, beholdest thou these 
things ? Lo ! I, the chaste, and the reverencer of the Gods, 
I who in modesty exceed all, have lost my life, and go to a 
manifest hell beneath the earth; but in vain have I laboured 
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in the task of piety towards men. O ! O ! ! 1 and now 
the pain, the pain comes upon me, loose unhappy me, and let 
death come to be my physician. Destroy me, destroy the un- 
happy one — I long for a two-edged blade, wherewith to cut 
me in pieces, and to put my life to an eternal rest. Oh un- 
happy curse of my father ! the evil too of my blood-polluted 
kinsmen, my old forefathers, bursts forth*® upon me ; nor is 
it at a distance ; and it hath come on me, wherefore, I pray, 
who am nothing guilty of these ills ? Alas me ! me ! what 
can I say ? how can I free my life from this cruel calamity ? 
Would that the black and nightly fate of Pluto would put me 
wretched to eternal sleep ! 

Di. Oh unhappy mortal, with what a calamity art thou en- 
thralled ! but the nobleness of thy mind hath destroyed thee. 

Hipp. Let be. O divine breathing of perfume, for, even 
though being in ills, I perceived thee, and felt my body light- 
ened of its pain.^ The Goddess Dian is in this place. 

Di. O unhappy one ! she is, to thee the most dear of deities. 

Hipp. Mistress, thou seest wretched me, in what state I am. 

Di. I see ; but it is not lawful for me to shed a tear down 
mine eyes. 

Hipp. Thy hunter, and thy servant is no more. 

Di. No in sooth ; but beloved by me thou perishest. 
' Hipp. And he that managed thy steeds, and guarded thy 
statutes. 

Di. Ayy for the crafty Venus hath so wrought 

Hipp. Ah me I I perceive indeed the power that hath de- 
stroyed me. 

Di. She thought her honour aggrieved, and hated thee for 
being chaste. 

Hipp. One Venus hath destroyed us three. 

Di. Thy father, and thee, and his wife the third. 

Hipp. I mourn therefore also my father's misery. 

«9 '£^opi2[€rai, wUde prorumpH, liberat termino», quanta haetentu tep- 
turn fidt. Reiskb. 

^ Heath translates dvtKov^ioBiiv, adtollebam corpuSy honoris scilicet 
gratia. Compare Iliad, O. 241. driip aaSfia Kal tdptas vdvtT, ivti juv 
iytipt Aibc voog diyioxoiOf which Pope translates, 

" Jove thinking of his pains, they pass'd away : " 
ixi which the idea is much more sublime ; for there the thought of a Deity 
effects what the presence of one does here. 

P 
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Di. He was deceived by the devices of the Goddess. 

Hipp. Oh! unhappy thou, because of this calamity, my 
father ! 

The. I perish, my son, nor have I delight in life. 

Hipp. I lament thee rather than myself on account of thy 
error. 

^The. My son, would that I could die in thy stead ! 

Hipp. Oh ! the bitter gifts of thy father Neptune ! 

The. Would that the prayer had never come into my mouth. 

Hipp. Wherefore this wish ? thou wouldst have slain me, 
so enraged wert.thou then. 

The. For I was deceived in my notions by the Gods. 

Hipp. Alas! would that the race of mortals could curse 
the G^ds ! 

Di. Let be ; for not even when thou art under the darkness 
of the earth shall the rage arising from the bent of the G<xi- 
dess Venus descend upon thy body unrevenged : by reason of 
thy piety and thy excellent mind. For with these inevitable 
weapons from mine own hand will I revenge me on another,^ ^ 
whoever to her be the dearest of mortals. But to thee, O 
unhappy one, in recompence for these evils, will I give the 
greatest honours in the land of Troezene ; for the unwedded 
virgins before their nuptials shall shear their locks to thee for 
many an age, owning the greatest sorrow tears can give ; but 
ever among the virgins shall there be a remembrance of thee 
that shall awake the song, nor dying away without a name 
shall Phaedra's love towards thee pass unrecorded i — ^But thou, 
son of the aged ^^eus, take thy son in thine arms and 
clasp him to thee; for unwillingly thou didst destroy him, 
but that men should err, when the Gods dispose events, is 
but to be expected! — and thee, Hippolytus, I exhort not to 
remain at enmity with thy father; for thou perceivest the 
fate, whereby thou wert destroyed. And farewell ! for it is 
not lawful for me to behold the dead, nor to pollute mine eye 
with the gasps of the dying ; but I see that thou art now near 
this calamity. 

Hipp. Go thou too, and farewell, blest virgin I But thou 
easily quittest a long companionship. But I give up all en- 
mity against my father at thy request, for before also I was 

** Probably meaning Adonis. See Monk. B. 
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wont to obey thj words. Ah ! ah ! darkness now covers me 
over mine ^es. Take hold on me, my father, and lift up my/ 
body. ' 

The. Ah me ! my son, what dost thou, do to me unhappy ? 

Hipp. I perish, and do indeed see the gates of heU. 

The. What ? leaving my mind uncleansed from thy blood ? 

Hipp. No in sooth, since I free thee from this murder. 

The. What sayest thou ? dost thou remit me free froin the 
guilt of blood ? 

Hipp. I call to witness Dian that slays with the bow. 

The. O most dear, how noble thou appearest to thy father ! f 

Hipp. O farewell thou too, take my best farewell, my father ! 

The. Oh me ! for thy pious and brave soul ! 

Hipp. Pray to have legitimate sons like me. 

The. Do not, I prithee, leave me, my son, but be strongj 

Hipp. My time of strength is past ; for I perish, my father : 
but cover my face as quickly as possible with robes. 

The. O famous realms of Athens and of Pallas, of what a 
man will ye have been bereaved ! Oh unhappy I ! What abun- 
dant reason^ Venus, shall I have to remember thy ills ! 

Cho. This common grief to all the citizens hath come 
unexpectedly. There will be a fast falling of many tears ; for 
the mournful stories of great men rather obtain. 
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ALCESTIS. 


PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

APOLLO. 

DEATH. 

CHORUS OF PHERCEANS. 

ATTENDANTS. 

ALCESTIS. 

ADMETUS. 

EUMELUS. 

HERCULES. 

PHERES. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Ai^LLO desired of the Fates that Admetus, who was about to die, 
might give a substitute to die for him» that so he might live for a term 
equal to his former life ; and Alcestis, his wife, gave herself up, while 
neither of his parents were willing to die instead of their sou. But not 
long after the time when this calamity happened, Hercules having arrived, 
and having leamt from a servant what had befallen Alcestis, went to her 
tomb, and having made Death retire, covers the lady with a robe ; and 
requested Admetus to receive her and keep her for him ; and said he had 
borne her off as a prize in wrestling ; but when he would not, he unveiled 
her, and discovered her whom he was lamenting. 


ALCESTIS. 


Apollo. 

O MANSIONS of Admetus, wherein I endured to acquiesce in 
the slave's table, ^ though a God ; for Jove was the cause, by 
slaying my son ^sculapius, hurling the lightning against his 
breast : whereat engaged, I slay the Cyclops, forgers of Jove's 
fire ; and me my father compelled to serve for hire with a 
mortal, as a punishment for these things. But having come 
to this land, I tended the herds of him who received me, and 
have preserved this house until this day : for being pious I 
met with a pious man,^ the son of Pheres, whom I delivered 
from dying by deluding the Fates: but those Goddesses 
granted me that Admetus should escape the impending death, 
could he furnish in his place another dead for the powers be- 
low. But having tried and gone through all his friends, his 
father and his aged mother who bore him, he found not, save 
his wife, one who was willing to die for him, and view no 
more the light : who now within the house is borne in their 
hands, breathing her last ; for on this day is it destined for 
her to die, and to depart from life. But ly kst the pollution' 
come upon me in the house, leave this palace's most dear 
abode. But already I behold Death near, priest of the dead, 
who is about to bear her down to the mansions of Pluto ; but 
he comes at the right time, observing this day, in the wliich 
it was destined for her to die. 

^ Lactant. 1. 10. '* Quid Apollo ? Nonne .... turpissime gregem pavit 
alienum ? " B. 

* Hygin. Fab. li. " Apollo abeo in servitutemliberaliteracceptus." B. 
» Cf. Hippol. 1437. B. 
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Death/ Apollo. 

Dea. Ah ! Ah ! Ah ! Ah ! What dost thou at the palace? 
why tarriest here, Phoebus ? Art thou again at thj deeds of 
injustice, taking away and putting an end to the honours of 
the powers beneath ? Did it not suffice thee to stay the death 
of Admetus, when thou didst delude the Fates hj fraudful 
artifice ?^ But now too dost thou keep guard for her, having 
armed thine hand with thy bow, who then promised, in order 
to redeem her husband, herself, the daughter of Pelias, to die 
for him? 

Ap. Fear not, I cleave to justice and honest arguments. 

Dea. What business then has jour bow, if you cleave to 
justice? 

Ap. It is my habit ever to bear it 

Dea. Yes, and without regard to justice to aid this house. 

Ap. Ai/y for I am afflicted at the misfortunes of a man that 
is dear to me. 

Dea. And wilt thou deprive me of this second dead ? 

Ap. But neither took I him from thee by force. 

Dea. How then is he upon earth, and not beneath the 
ground ? 

Ap. Because he gave in his stead his wife, after whom thou 
art now come. 

Dea. Yes, and will bear her off to the land beneath. 

Ap. Take her away, for I know not whether I can per- 
suade thee. 

Dea. What ? to slay him, whom I ought ? for this was I 
commanded. 

Ap. No : but to cast death upon those about to die. 

Dea. Yes, I perceive thy speech, and what thou aim'st at. 

Ap. Is it possible then for Alcestis to arrive at old age ? 

Dea. It is not : consider that I too am delighted with my 
due honours. 

Ap. Thou canst not, however, take more than one life. 

Dea. When the young die, I earn the greater glory. 

* No one will, I beliere, object to this translation of 9ANAT02 ; it 
seems rather a matter of surprise that Potter has kept the Latin Obcvs, 
a name clearly substituted as the nearest to OANATOS of the masculine 
gender. 

> Cf. iEsch. Eum. 723 sqq. B. 


■ 
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Ap. And if she die old, she will be sumptuously entombed.^ 

Dea. Thou lajest down the law, Phoebus, in favour of the 
rich. 

Ap. How sayest thou ? what ? hast thou been clever with- 
out my perceiving it ? 

Dea. Those who have means would purchase to die old. 

Ap. Doth it not then seem good to thee to grant me this 
favour ? 

Dea. No in truth ; and thou knowest my ways. 

Ap. Yes, hostile to mortals, and detested by the Gods. 

Dea. Thou canst not have all things, which thou ought- 
est not. 

Ap. Nevertheless, thou wilt stop, though thou art over 
fierce ; such a man will come to the house of Pheres, whom 
Eurystheus hath sent after the chariot and its horses,^ to bring 
them from the wintry regions of Thrace, who in sooth, being 
welcomed in the mansions of Admetus, shall take away by 
force this woman from thee ; and there will be no obligation 
to thee at my hands, but still thou wilt do this, and wilt be 
hated by me. 

Dea. Much though thou talkest, thou wilt gain nothing. 
This woman then shall descend to the house of Pluto ; and I 
am advancing upon her, that I may begin the rites on her 
with my sword; for sacred is he to the Gods beneath the 
earth, the hair of whose head this sword hath consecrated.® 

Chobus. 

Semich. Wherefore in heaven's name is this stillness before 
the palace ? why is the house of Admetus hushed in silence ? 

Semich. But there is not even one of our friends near, who 
can tell us whether we have to deplore the departed queen, or 
whether Alcestis, daughter of Pelias, yet living views this 
light, who has appeared to me and to all to have been the best 
wife towards her husband. 

Cho. Hears any one either a wailing, or the beating of 

• It was (Customary to bury those, who died advanced in years, with 
greater magnificence than young persons. 

7 The horses of Diomed, king of Thrace. The construction is, Eifpvff- 
Oiwc trs/Jt^avTOC [airrbv] furd Wwiiov 6x>7fta [dKovTa] U rS-nruv dvax^'-' 
fikputv Op^'^VS* Monk. 

^ On this custom, see Monk, and Lomeier de Lustrationibus, § xxviii. B 
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hands within the house, or a lamentation, as though the thing 
had taken place ?^ There is not however any one of the 
servants standing before the gates. Oh would that thou 
wouldst appear, O Apollo, amid the waves qf this calamity ! 

Semich. Thej would not however be silent, were she dead. 

Semich. For the corse is certainly not gone from the house. 

Semich. Whence this conjecture ? I do not presume this. 
What is it gives you confidence ? 

Semich. How could Admetus have made a private funeral 
of his so excellent wife ? 

Cho. But before the gates I see not the bath of water from 
the fountain, ^^ as is the custom at the gates of the dead : and 
in the vestibule is no shorn hair, which is wont to fall in grief 
for the dead; the youthful ^^ hand of women for the youthful 
wife sound not. , 

Semich. And yet this is the appointed day,— 

Semich. What is this thou sayest ? 

Semich. In the which she must go beneath the earth. 

Semich. Thou hast touched my soul, hast touched my heart 

Semich. When the good are afflicted, he must mourn, who 
from the beginning has been accounted good. 

Cho. But there is not whither in the earth any one having 
sent naval equipment, or to Lycia, or to the thirsty site of 
Hammon's temple, can redeem the unhappy woman's life, for 
abrupt fate approaches, and I know not to whom of those that 
sacrifice at the hearths of the Gods I can go. But only if the 
son of Phoebus were viewing with his eyes this light, could 
she come, having left the darksome habitations and the gates 
of Pluto ; for he raised up the dead, before that the stroke of 
the lightning's fire hurled by Jove destroyed him. But now 
what hope of life can I any longer entertain ? For all things 
have abeady been done by the king, and at the altars of aJl 
the Gods abound the victims dropping with blood, and no cure 
is there of these evils. 

' Perhaps, " as though all were over." B. 

^^ Casaubon on Theophr. § 16, observes that it was customary to place 
a large vessel filled with lustral water before the doors of a house during 
the time the corpse was lying out, with which every one who came out 
sprinkled himself. See also Monk's note, Kirchmann de Funeribus, ilL 
9. The same custom was observed on returning from the funeral. See 
Pollux, viii. 7. p. 391, ed. Seber. B. 

11 See Dindorf. B. 
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Chobus, Female Attendant. 

Cho. But here comes one of the female attendants from the 
house, in tears ; what shall I hear has happened ? To mourn 
indeed, if any thing happens to our lords, is pardonable : but 
whether the lady be still alive, or whether she be dead, we 
would wish to know. 

Att. You may call her both alive and dead. 

Cho. And how can the same woman be both alive and 
dead? 

Att. Already she is on the verge of death,^^ and breathing 
her life away. 

Cho. Oh wretched man, being what thyself of what a wife 
art thou bereft I 

Att. My master knows not this yet, until he suffer. 

Cho. Is there no longer hope that she may save her life ? 

Att. iVb, for the destined day makes its attack upon her. 

Cho. Are not then suitable preparations made for these 
events ? 

Att. Yes, the adornments*' are ready, wherewith her hus- 
band will bury her. 

Cho. Let her know then that she wiU die glorious, and by 
far the best of women under the sun. 

Att. And how not the best ? who will contest it ? What 
must the woman be, who has surpassed her ? and how can any 
give greater proof of esteeming her husband, than by being 
willing to die for him ? And these things indeed the whole 
city knoweth. But what she did in the house you will mar- 
vel when you hear. For, when she perceived that the destined 

'* Potterus, Arch. Gr. mortuoa a Grsecis Trpdvutviis vocari tradit, quod 
solebant ex penitiore aedium parte produci, ac in vestibtUoy i. e. vpovtavlt^ 
collocari : atque hiinc locum adducit, aed frustra, ut opinor. Non enim 
fnortua jam erat, nee producta, sed, ut recte hanc vocem interpretatur 
schol. cic O&varov trpovivtvKvia, i. e. morU propinqua. Proprie vpovta- 
9n)c is dicitur, qui corpore prono ad terram fertur, ut ^schyl. Agam. 242. 
Inde, quia monbundi virium defectu terram petere solent, ad hos desig- 
nandos translatum est Kuinoel. 

1' The old word " dizening" is perhaps the most literal translation of 
Kofffwe, which, howeyer, here means the whole preparations for the fimeraL 
Something like it is implied in Hamlet, t. 1. 

.... her yirgin rites, 
Her maiden strewments, and the bringing home 
Of bell and burial. B. 
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day was come, she washed her fair skin with water from the 
river ; and having taken from her closets of cedar vesture and 
ornaments, she attired herself hecominglj ; and standing be- 
fore the altar she prayed : ^* O mistress, since I go beneath the 
earth, adoring thee for the last time, I will beseech thee to 
protect my orphan children, and to the one join a loving wife, 
and to the other a noble hnsband: nor, as their mother 
perishes, let my children untimely die, but happy in their 

paternal country let them complete a joyous life." ^But 

all the altars, which are in the house of Admetus, she went 
to, and crowned, and prayed, tearing the leaves from off the 
myrtle boughs, tearless, without a groan, nor did the ap- 
proaching evil change the natural beauty of her skin. And 
then rushing to her chamber, and her bed, there indeed she 
wept and spoke thus : *' O bridal bed, whereon I loosed my 
virgin zone with this man, for whom I die, farewell ! for I 
hate thee not ; but me alone hast thou lost ; for dreading to 
betray thee, and my husband, I die; but thee some other 
woman will possess, more chaste there cannot, but perchance 

more fortunate.*' ** ^And falling on it she kissed it ; but all 

the bed was bathed with the flood that issued from her eyes. 
But when she had satiety of much weeping, she goes hastily 
forward, ^'^ rushing from the bed. And ofttimes having left 
her chamber, she oft returned, and threw herself upon the bed 
again. And her children, hanging to the garments of their 
mother, wept ; but she, taking them in her arms, embraced 
them, first one and then the other, as about to die. But all 
the domestics wept throughout the house, bewailing their mis- 
tress, but she stretched out her right hand to each, and there 
was none so mean, whom she addressed not, and was answered 
in return. Such are the woes in the house of Admetus. 
And had he died indeed, he would have perished ; but now 
that he has escaped death, he has grief to that degree which 
he will never forget. 

Cho. Surely Adrastus groans at these evils, if he must be 
deprived of so excellent a wife. 

Att. Yes, he weeps, holding his dear wife in his hands, 

^* Aristophanes is almost too bad in his burlesque, Equit. 1251. ok i* 
dXKoc ns \dpwv iccicr^<rcrat, icKkirTfic fdv oijK Av fia\Xov, ivrvx^Q ^ 
latae* B. 

^* Some would translate wpovuirrje m the same manner as in verse 144. 
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and prays her not to leave him, asking impossibilities ; for 
she wastes away, and is consumed by sickness, but fainting a 
wretched burden in his arms, yet still though but feebly 
breathing, she fain would glance towards the rays of the sun ; 
as though never again, but now for the last time she is to view 
the sun's beam and his orb. But I will go and announce your 
presence, for it is by no means all that are well-wishers to 
their lords, so as to come kindly to them in their misfortunes ; 
but you of old are friendly to my master. 

Semich. O Jove, what means of escape can there in any 
way be, and what method to rid us of the fortune which at- 
tends my master ? 

Semich. Will any appear? or must I cut my locks, and 
clothe me even now in black array of garments ? 

Semich. "lis plain, my friends, too plain ; but still let us 
pray to the Grods, for the power of the Gods is mightiest. 

Semich. O Apollo, king of healing, find out some remedy 
for the evils of Admetus, procure it, O! procure it. For 
before this also thou didst find remedy^ and now become our 
ddiverer from death, and stop the murderous Pluto. 

Semich. Alas! alas! woe! woe! O son of Pheres, how 
didst thou fare when thou wert deprived of thy wife ? 

Semich. Alas ! alas ! these things would even justify self- 
slaughter, and there is more, than whereat one might thrust 
one's neck in the suspending noose. ^^ 

Semich. For not a dear, but a most dear wife, wilt thou 
see dead this day. 

Semich. Behold, behold ; lo ! she doth come from the 
house, and her husband with her. Cry out, groan, O land 
of Pheres, for the most excellent woman, wasting with sick- 
ness, departing beneath the earth to the infernal Pluto. Ne- 
ver will I aver that marriage brings more joy than grief, 
forming my conjectures both from former things, and behold- 
ing this fortune of the king ; who, when he has lost this most 
excellent wife, will thencdbrward pass a life not worthy to 
be called life.^^ 

*' Conf. Ter. : Phorm. Iv. 4, 5. Opera tua ad ret^iim mihi quidem res 
rediit planissume. 

'' Perhaps it is unnecessary to remark, that dpitJTov agrees with piov 
implied in piorkvini. 
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Alcestis, Admetus, Eumelus, Chorus. 

Alo. Thou Sun, and thou light of day, and je heavenly 
eddies of the fleeting clouds 

Adm. He beholds ^^ thee and me, two unhappy creatures, 
having done nothing to the Gods, for which thou shouldst 
die. 

Alg. O earth, and ye roofs of the palace, and thou bridal 
bed of my native lolcos. 

Adm. Lift up thyself, unhappy one, desert me not; but 
entreat the powerful Gods to pity. 

Alo. I see — ^I see the two-oared boat — and the ferryman 
of the dead, holding his hand on the pole — Charon even now 
calls me — "Why dost thou delay? haste, thou stoppest us 
here " — ^with such words vehement he hastens me. 

Adm. Ah me ! a bitter voyage this thou speakest of I Oh ! 
unhappy one, how do we suffer ! 

Alo. He pulls me, some one pulls me — do you not see ? — 
to the hall of the dead, the winged Fluto, staring from be- 
neath his black eyebrows — What wilt thou do ? — ^let me go— • 
what a journey am I most wretched going ! 

Adm. Mournful to thy friends, and of these especially to 
me and to thy children, who have this grief in conmion. 

Alo. Leave off^^ supporting me, leave off now, lay me 
down, I have no strength in my feet. Death is near, and 
darkling night creeps upon mine eyes — ^my children, my chil- 
dren, no more your mother is — ^no more. — Farewell, my chil- 
dren, long may you view this light ! 

Adm. Ah me ! I hear this sad word, and more than any 
death to me. Do not by the Gods have the heart to leave 
me : do not by those chil^n, whom thou wilt make orphans : 
but rise, be of good courage: for, thee dead, I should no 
longer be : for on thee we depend both to Uve, and not to 
live 2 for thy love we adore. 

Alo. Admetus, thou seest both thy aflairs and mine, in 
what state they are, I wish to tell thee, ere I die, what I 
would have done. I, honouring thee, and causing thee at the 
price of my life to view this light, die, it being in my power 
not to die, for thee : but though I might have married a hus- 

<■ 6pf sciUcet {Xtoc Monk. » Of. Hippol. 1372. B. 
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band from among the Thessalians whom I would, and have 
lived in a palace blessed with regal swaj, was not willing to 
live, bereft of thee, with my children orphans ; nor did I spare 
myself, though possessing the gifts of bloomy youth, wherein 
I delighted. And yet thy father and thy mother forsook thee, 
though they had well arrived at a point of life, in which they 
might have died, and nobly delivered their son, and died with 
glory : for thou wert their only one, and there was no hope, 
when thou wert dead, that they could have other children.*^ 
And I should have lived, and thou, the rest of our time. And 
thou wouldst not be groaning deprived of thy wife, and wouldst 
not have to bring up thy children orphans. But these things 
indeed, some one of the Gods hath brought to pass, that they 
should be thus. Be it so— but do thou remember to give me 
a return for this ; for never shall I ask thee for an equal one, 
(for nothing is more precious than life,) but just, as thou wilt 
say : for thou lovest not these children less than I do, if thou 
art right-minded ; them bring up lords over my house, and 
bring not in second marriage a stepmother over these chO- 
dren, who, being a worse woman thMi me, through envy will 
stretch out her hand against thine and my children. Do not 
this then, I beseech thee ; for a stepmother that is in second 
marriage is enemy to the children of the former marriage, no 
milder than a viper. And my boy indeed has his father, a 
great tower of defence ; but thou, O my child, how wilt thou 
be brought up during thy virgin years ? Having what consort 
of thy father's ? I fear ^ lest casting some evil obloquy on thee, 
she destroy thy marriage in the bloom of youth.** For nei- 
ther will thy mother ever preside over thy nuptials, nor 
strengthen thee being present, my daughter, at thy travails, 
where nothing is more kind than a mother. For I needs must 
die, and this evil comes upon me not to-morrow, nor on the 
third day of the month, but immediately shall I be numbered 
among those that are no more. Farewell, and may you be 
happy ; and thou indeed, my husband, mayst boast, that thou 

^ It most be remembered that to survive one's children was considered 
the greatest of misfortunes. Gf. Plaut. Mil. Glor. 1. ] . " Ita ut tuum 
tIs unicum gnatum tusB Superesse vitae, sospitem et superstitem.*' B. 

'^ Kuinoel carries on the interrogation to ydfAovc, and Buchanan has 
translated it according to this punctuation. Monk compares Iliad, p. 95; 
uiliruQ lit 7npi9rk\^(r* tva iroXKoL 
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hadst a most excellent wife, and you, my children, that you 
were bom of a most excellent mother. 

Cho. Be of good cheer ; for I fear not to answei* for him : 
he will do this, if he be not bereft of his senses. 

Adh. These things shall be so, they shall be, fear not: 
since I, when alive dso, possessed thee cUane, and when thou 
art dead, thou shalt be my only wife, and no Thessalian bride 
shall address me in the place of thee: there is not woman 
who shall, either of so noble a sire, nor otherwise most ex- 
quisite in beauty. But my children are enough; of these I 
pray the Gods that I may have the enjoyment ; for thee we 
do not enjoy. But I shall not have this grief for thee for a 
year, but as long as my life endures, O lady, abhorring her 
indeed that brought me forth, and hating my father ; for they 
were in word, not in deed, my friends. But thou, giving what 
was dearest to thee for my life, hast rescued me. Have I not 
then reason to groan deprived of such a wife ? But I will put 
an end to the feasts, and the meetings of those that drink to- 
gether, and garland and song, which wont to dwell in my 
house. For neither can I any more touch the lyre, nor lift 
up my heart to sing to the Libyan flute ; for thou hast taken 
away my joy of life. But by the cunning hand of artists 
imaged thy figure shall be lain on my bridal bed, on which I 
will fall, and clasping my hands around, calling on thy name, 
shall fancy that I hold my dear wife in mine arms, though 
holding her not:^^ a cold delight, I ween; but still I may 
draw off the weight that sits upon my soul : and in my dreams 
visiting me, thou mayst delight me, for a friend is sweet even 
to behold at night, for whatever time he may come. But if 
the tongue of Orpheus and his strain were mine, so that in- 
voking with hymns the daughter of Ceres or her husband, I 
could receive thee from the shades below, I would descend, 
and neither the dog of Pluto, nor Charon at his oar, the fer- 
ryman of departed spirits, should stay me before I brought 
thy life to the light. But there expect me when I die and 
prepare a mansion for me, as about to dwell with me. For I 
will enjoin these ^ to place me in the same cedar with thee, 
and to lay my side near thy side : for not even when dead 
may I be separated from thee, the only faithful one to me I 

" Compare my note on ^sch. Ag. 414 sqq. B. 
^ These, my children. 
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Cho. And I indeed with thee, as a friend with a friend, 
will bear this painful grief for her, for she is worthy. 

Alc. Mj children, ye indeed hear your father saying that 
he will never marry another wife to be over you, nor dis- 
honour me. 

Adm. And now too, I say this, and will perform it. 

Alc. For this receive these children from my hand. 

Abm. Yes, I receive a dear gift from a dear hand. 

Alc. Be thou then a mother to these children in my stead. 

Adm. There is much need that I should, when they ar6 
deprived of thee. 

Alc. O my children, at a time when I ought to live I de- 
part beneath. 

Adm. Ah me ; what shall I do of thee bereaved ! 

Alc. Time will soften thy grief: he that is dead is nothing. 

Adm. Take me with thee, by the Gods take me beneath. 

Alc. Enough are we to go, who die for thee. 

Adm. O fate, of what a wife thou deprivest me ! 

Alc. And lo ! my darkening eye is weighed down. 

Adm. I am undone then, if thou wilt leave me, my wife. 

Alc« As being no more, you may speak of me as nothing. 

Adm. Lift up thy face ; do not leave thy children. 

Alc. Not willingly in sooth, but — farewell, my children. 

Adm. Look on them, O ! look. 

Alc. I am no more. 

Adm. What dost thou ? dost thou leave us ? 

Alc. Farewell! 

Adm. I am an undone wretch ! 

Cho. She is gone, Admetus' wife is no more. 

EuM.' Alas me, for my state ! my mother is gone indeed 
below ; she is no longer, my father, under the sun ; but un- 
happy leaving me has made my life an orphan's. For look, 
look at her eyelid, and her nerveless arms. Hear, hear, O 
mother, I beseech thee ; I, I now call thee, mother, thy young 
one falling on thy mouth 

Adm. Who hears not, neither sees : so that I and you are 
struck with a heavy calamity. 

Etjm. Young and deserted, my father, am I left by my dear 
mother: O! I that have suffered indeed dreadful deeds! — 
and thou hast suffered with me, my sister. O father, in vain, 
in vain didst thou marry, nor with her didst thou arrive at 
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the end of old age, for she perished before, but thou being 
gone, mother, the house is undone. 

Cho. Admetus, jou must bear this calamity ; for in no wise 
the first, nor the last of mortals hast thou lost tb j dear wife : 
but learn, that to die is a debt we must all of us discharge. 

Adm. I know it, and this evil hath not come suddenly on 
me ; but knowing it long ago I was afflicted. But be present, 
for I will have the corse borne forth, and while ye stay, chant 
a hymn to the Grod below that accepteth not libations. And 
all the Thessalians, over whom I reign, I enjoin to share in 
the grief for this lady, by shearing their locks with steel, and 
by arraying themselves in sable garb. And harness ^^ your 
teams of horses to your chariots, and cut from your single 
steeds the manes thiat fall upon their necks. And let there 
be no noise of pipes, nor of the lyre throughout the city for 
twelve completed moons. For none other corse more dear 
shall I inter, nor one more kind towards me. But she de- 
serves to receive honour from me, seeing that she alone hath 
died for me. 

Chorus. 

daughter of Pelias, farewell where thou dwellest in sun- 
less dwelling within the mansions of Pluto. And let Pluto 
know, the God with ebon locks, and the old man, the ferry- 
man of the dead, who sits intent upon his oar and his rudder, 
that he is conducting by far the most excellent of women in 
his two-oared boat over the lake of Acheron. Oft shall the 
servants of the Muses sing of thee, celebrating thee both on 
the seven-stringed lute on the mountains, and in hymns un- 
accompanied by the lyre : in Sparta, when returns the annual 
circle in the season of the Camean month,^ when the moon 
is up the whole night long; and in splendid^^ and happy 
Athens. Such a song hast thou left by thy death to the min- 
strels of melodies. Would that it rested with me, and that 
I could waft thee to the light from the mansions of Pluto, 
and from Cocytus' streams, by the oar of that infernal river. 

** Reiske proposes to read riBpimra dk Ztvyfl f< gai. And bath 
from your chariot teaf/u, and from your tingle hortet cut the manee. 

<* This festival was celebrated in honour of Apollo at Sparta, from the 
seventh to the sixteenth day of the month Cameus. See Monk. B. 

'* On Xivapalg 'ABdvfuCt see Monk. B. 
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For thou, unexampled, O dear among women, thou didst 
dare to receive thy husband from the realms below in ex- 
change for thine own life. Light may the earth from above 
fall upon thee, lady ! and if thy husband chooses any other 
alliance, surely he will be much detested by me and by thy 
children. When his mother was not willing for him to hide 
her body in the ground, nor his aged father, but these two 
wretches, having hoary locks, dared not to rescue him they 
brought forth, yet thou in the vigour of youth didst depart, 
having died for thy husband. May it be mine to meet with 
another ^^ such a dear wife; for rare in life is such a portion, 
for surely she would live with me for ever without once 
causing pain. 

Hbrculss, Chorus. 

Hbb. Strangers, inhabitants of the land of Pheres, can I 
find Admetus within the palace ? 

Cho. The son of Pheres is within the palace, Hercules. 
But tell me, what purpose sends thee to the land of the Thes- 
salians, so that thou comest to this city of Pheres ? 

Heb. I am performing a certain labour for the Tirynthian 
Eurystheus. 

Cho. And whither goest thou ? on what wandering expe- 
dition art bound ? 

Her. After the four chariot-steeds of Diomed the Thracian. 

Cho. How wilt thou be able ? Art thou ignorant of this 
host ? 

Her. I am ignorant ; I have not yet been to the land of the 
Bistonians. 

Cho. Thou canst not be lord of these steeds without battle. 

Her. But neither is it possible for me to renounce the la- 
bours set me. 

Cho. Thou wUt come then having slain, or being slain wilt 
remain there. 

Her. Not the first contest this that I shall run. 

Cho. But what advance will you have made, when you 
have overcome their master ? 

Her. I will drive away the horses to king Eurystheus. 

Cho. 'Tis no easy matter to put the bit in their jaws. 

Her. ' Tis, except they breathe fire from their nostrils. 
'7 Literally, the duplicate of such a wife. 

Q 2 
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Cho. But they tear men piecemeal with their devouring 
jaws. 

Heb. The provender of mountain beasts, not horses, 70a 
are speaking of. 

Cho. Their stalls thou majst behold with blood bestained. 

Her. Son of what sire does their owner boast to be ? 

Cho. Of Mars, prince^ of the Thracian target, rich with 
gold. 

Her. And this labour, thou talkest of, is one mj fate com- 
pels me to (for it is ever hard and tends to steeps) ; if I must 
join in battle with the children whom Mars begat, first indeed 
with Lycaon, and again with Cycnus, and I come to this third 
combat, about to engage with the horses and their master. 
But none there is, who shall ever see the son of Alcmena fear- 
ing the hand of his enemies. 

Cho. And lo 1 hither comes the very man Admetus, lord 
of this land, from out of the palace. 

Admetus, Hercules, Chorus. 

Adm. Hail I O son of Jove, and of the blood of Perseus. 

Her. Admetus, hail thou too, king of the Thessalians ! 

Adm. I would I could receive this salutation ; but I know 
that thou art well disposed towards me. 

Her. Wherefore art thou conspicuous with thy locks shorn 
for grief? 

Ajom. I am about to bury a certain corse this day. 

Her. May the God avert calamity from thy children ! 

Adm. My children whom I begat, live in the house. 

Her. Thy father however is of full age, if he is gone. 

Adm. Both he lives, and she who bore me, Hercules. 

Her. Surely your wife Alcestis is not dead ? 

Adm. There are two accounts which I may tell of her. 

Her. Speakest thou of her as dead or as fdive ? 

Adm. She both is, and is no more, and she grieves me. 

Her. I know nothing more ; for thou speakest things ob- 
scure. 

Adm. Knowest thou not the fate which it was doomed for 
her to meet with ? 

Her. I know that she took upon herself to die for thee. 

'* dva^ rriXrriQ, so ava^ Kutrrijg in ^sch. Pers. 384, of a rower. Wake- 
field compares Ovid's Ciifpei dominus teptempHcis ^eus. Monk. 
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Adm. How then is she any more, if that she promised this ? 

Heb. Ah I do not weep for thy wife before the time ; wait 
till this happens. 

Adm. He that is about to die is dead, and he that is dead 
is no more. 

Her. The being and the not being is considered a different 
thing. 

Ajdm. You judge in this way, Hercules, but I in that. 

Her. Why then dost weep? Who is he of thy friends 
that is dead ? 

Adm. a woman, a woman we were lately mentioning. 

Her. a stranger by blood, or any by birth allied to thee ? 

Adm. a stranger ; but on other account dear to this house. 

Her. How then died she in thine house ? 

Adm. Her father dead, she lived an orphan here. 

Her. Alas ! Would that I had found thee, Admetus, not 
mourning !- 

Adm. As about to do what then, dost thou make use of 
these words ? 

Her. I will go to some other hearth of those who will re- 
ceive a guest. 

Adm. It must not be, king: let not so great an evil 
happen ! 

Her. Troublesome is a guest if he come to mourners. 

Adm. The dead are dead — ^but go into the house. 

Her. 'Tis base however to feast with weeping friends. 

Adm. The guest-chamber, whither we will lead thee, is 
apart. 

Her. Let me go, and I will owe you ten thousand thanks. 

Adm. It must not be that thou go to the hearth of another 
man. Lead on thou, having thrown open the guest-chamber 
that is separate from the house : and tell them that have the 
management, that there be plenty of meats; and shut the 
gates in the middle of the hall : it is not meet that feasting 
guests should hear groans, nor should they be made sad. 

Cho. What are you doing? when so great a calamity is 
before you, Admetus, hast thou the heart to receive guests ? 
wherefore art thou foolish ? 

Adm. But if I had driven him who came my guest from 
my house, and from the city, would you have praised me 
rather ? No in sooth, since my calamity had been no whit 
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the less, but I the more inhospitable : and in addition to mj 
evils, there had been this other evil, that mine should be 
called the stranger-hating house. But I myself find this 
n an a most excellent host, whenever I go to the thirsty land 
of Argos. 

Cho. How then didst thou hide thy present fate, when a 
fnend, as thou thyself sayest, came ? 

Adm. He never would have been willing to enter the house 
if he had known aught of my sufferings. And to him^ in- 
deed, I ween, acting thus, I appear not to be wise, nor will 
he praise me ; but my house knows not to drive away, nor to 
dishonour guests. 

Chobus. 

O greatly hospitable and ever liberal house of this man, 
thee even the Pythian ApoUo, master of the lyre, deigned to 
inhabit, and endured to become a shepherd in thine abodes, 
through the sloping hiUs piping to thy flocks his pastoral nup- 
tial hymns. And there were wont to feed with them, through 
delight of his lays, both the spotted lynxes, and the bloody 
troop of lions'® came having left the forest of Othrys; dis- 
ported too around thy cithern, Phoebus, the dappled fawn, 
advancing with light pastern beyond the lofty-feathered pines, 
joying in the gladdening strain. Wherefore he dwelleth in 
a home most rich in flocks by the fair-flowing lake of Boobe ; 
and to the tillage of his fields, and the extent of his plains, 
towards that dusky part of the heavens, where the sun stays 
his horses, makes the clime of the Molossians the limit, and 
holds dominion as far as the portless shore of the ^gean Sea 
at Pelion. And now having thrown open his house he hath 
received his guest with moistened eyelid, weeping over the 
corse of his dear wife, who but now died in the palace : for 
a noble disposition is prone to reverence [of the guest]. But 
in the good there is all manner of wisdom. And confidence 
is seated on my soul that the man who reveres the Gods will 
fare prosperously. 

^ Heath and Markland take nf for rivi, 

"> Cf. Theocrit. Id. i. 71 sqq. of Daphnis, rrivov filv B&tc, rtjvov \v- 
Kot itphtravTOy Tfjvov x0 '* SpvfAoto \kuv dv6K\av<ri Oavdvra . • . rroWal 
fikv vdp TTOfTtfi pdtQy iroWol Si ri ravpoty iroWal ^ av IfaftaXai Kal rrSp- 
rice d}OvpavTo. Virg. Eel. v. 27 sqq. Calpumius, Eel. ii. 18. Neme- 
sianus, Eel. i. 74 sqq. ; ii. 32. B. 
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Admetus, Chorus. 

Adm. Ye men of PheraB that are kindly present, my serv- 
ants indeed bear aloft *^ the corse, having every thing fit for 
the t6mb, and for the pyre. But do you, as is the custom, 
salute*^ the dead going forth on her last journey. 

Cho. And lo ! I see thy father advancing with his aged 
foot, and attendants bearing in their hands adornment for thy 
wife, due honours of those beneath. 

Pheres, Admetus, Chorus. 

Phe. I am at present sympathizing in thy misfortunes, my 
son : for thou hast lost (no one will deny) a good and a chaste 
wife ; but these things indeed thou must bear, though hard to 
be borne. But receive this adornment, and let it go with her 
beneath the earth : Her body 'tis right to honour, who in sooth 
died to save thy life, my son, and made me to be not childless, 
nor suffered me to waste away deprived of thee in an old age 
of misery. But she has made most illustrious the life of all 
women, having dared this noble action. O thou that hast 
preserved my son here, and has raised us up who were fall- 
ing, fareweH,** and may it be well with thee even in the man- 
sions of Pluto ! I affirm that such marriages are profitable to 
men, or that it is not meet to marry. 

Adbc. Neither hast thou come bidden of me to this funeral, 
nor do I count thy presence among things acceptable. But 
she here never shall put on thy decorations ; for in no wise 

'^ apSriv ylvtrai dirb rov a'peiv. SriXcii Sk rb ^opdStiv. Schol. 

*^ Cf. Suppl. 773. "Aidov rt uoXTrdc iicx^ut daKpvppSovQ, ^iKovq irpO' 
travtSiVt &v XtXeififikvog rdKag ipijfjia xKaiio. See Gorius Monum. sire 
Columbar. Libert. Florent. cio.io.cc.xxvii. p. 186, who observes, " x^V* 
was the accustomed salutation addressed to the dead. Catullus, Carm. 
xcrii. Accipefratemo midtum manantia fletu^ atgue in perpetuum f rater 
HAVEt atqtte VALE.** The same scholar compares a monument, apud 
Fabretti, cap. t. p. 392, n. 265. 

D M 

AVE SALYINIA 

OMNIUM . AMAN 

TISSIMA . ET 

VALE, 

which is very apposite to the present occasion. B. 

»• Wakefield reads x«V« ^^'^ A'iSov Sdfjtoig ; having: in his mind proba- 
bly Horn. II. *. 19. XaXpk fioi & ndrpoxXt, Kal tiv 'Atdao BSfAoiffi. 
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shall she be buried indebted to what thou hast. Then ought- 
est thou to have grieved with me, when I was in danger of 
perishing.*^ But dost thou, who stoodest aloof, and permit- 
tedst another, a young person, thyself being old, to die, weep 
over this dead body ? Thou wert not then really the father of 
me, nor did she, who says she bore me, and is called my 
mother, bear me ; but bom of slavish blood I was secretly put 
under the breast of thy wife. Thou showedst when thou 
earnest to the test, who thou art ; and I deem that I am not 
thy son. Or else surely thou exceedest all in nothingness of 
soul, who being of the age thou art, and having come to the 
goal of life, neither hadst the will nor the courage to die for 
thy son ; but sufferedst this stranger lady, whom alone I might 
justly have considered both mother and father. And yet thou 
mightst have ran this race for glory, hadst thou died for thy 
son. But at any rate the remainder of the time thou hadst to 
live was short : and I should have lived and she the rest of 
our days, and I should not, bereft of her, be groaning at my 
miseries. And in sooth thou didst receive as many things as 
a happy man should receive ; thou passedst the vigour of thine 
age indeed in sovereign sway, but I was thy son to succeed 
thee in this palace, so that thou wert not about to die childless 
and leave a desolate house for others to plunder. Thou canst 
not however say of me, that I gave thee up to die, dishonour- 
ing thine old age, whereas I was particularly respectful to- 
wards thee ; and for this behaviour both thou, and she that 
bare me, have made me such return. Wherefore you have no 
more time to lose*^ in getting children, who will succour thee 
in thine old age, and deck thee when dead, and lay cut thy 
corse ; for I will not bury thee with this mine hand ; for I in 
sooth died, as far as in thee lay; but if, having met with 
another deliverer, I view the light, I say that I am both his 
child, and the friendly comforter of his old age. In vain then 
do old men pray to be dead, complaining of age, and the long 
time of life : but if death come near, not one is willing to die, 
and old age is no longer burdensome to them.^ 

** I should scarcely have observed that this is the proper sense of the 
imperfect, had not the former translator mistaken it. B. 

'* Gf. Iph. Taur. 244. x^P^'fi^S ^^ '^^^ Kardpy/iara oitK &p ^dvoiQ &v 
lifTptir^ iroiovfAivii, B. 

** An apparent allusion to the fable of Death and the Old Man. B. 
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Cho. Desist, for the present calamity is sufficient ; and do 
not, O son, provoke thy father's mind. 

Phjs. O son, whom dost thou presume thou art gibing with 
thy reproaches, a Lydian or a Phrygian bought with thy 
money ?^^ Ejiowest thou not that I am a ThessaUan, and bom 
from a ThessaUan father, truly free ? Thou art too insolent, 
and casting the impetuous words of youth against us, shalt not 
having cast them thus depart. But I begat thee the lord of 
my house, and brought thee up, but I am not thy debtor to 
die for thee; for I received no paternal law like this, nor 
Grecian law, that fathers should die for their children ; for 
for thyself thou wert bom, whether unfortunate or fortunate, 
but what from us thou oughtest to have, thou hast. Thou 
rulest indeed over many, and I will leave thee a large demesne 
of lands, for these I received from my father. In what then 
have I injured thee ? Of what do I deprive thee ? Thou 
joyest to see the light, and dost think thy father does not 
joy ?^ Surely I count the time we must spend beneath long, 
and life is short, but still sweet. Thou too didst shamelessly 
fight off from dying, and livest, having passed over thy des- 
tined fate, by slaying her ; then dost thou talk of my nothing- 
ness of soul, O most vile one, when thou art surpassed by a 
woman who died for thee, the handsome youth ? But thou 
hast made a clever discovery, so that thou mayst never die, 
if thou wilt persuade the wife that is thine from time to time 
to die for thee : and then reproachest thou thy friends who 
are not willing to do this, thyself beiog a coward ? Hold thy 
peace, and consider, if thou lovest thy Ufe, that all love theirs ; 
but if thou shalt speak evil against us, thou shalt hear many 
reproaches and not fabe ones. 

Cho. Too many evil things have been spoken both 
now and before, but cease, old man, from reviling thy 
son. 

Adh. Speak, for I have spoken ; but if thou art grieved 
at hearing the truth, thou shouldst not err against me. 

Ph£. But had I died for thee, I had erred more. 

^ Aristoplianes' version of this line is, & ircCi, riv dvxBic, rrdTtpa Av- 
ibv ^ ^pvya MopfjLoXvrreaOai doxsic. B. 

'• Turned by Aristoplianes into an apology for beating one's father, 
Nub. 1415. kKdovai waUts, Tcaripa d* oif KXdtiP ioKfXc See Thesmoph. 
194. B. 
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Abh. What ? is it the same thing for a man in his prime, 
and for an old man to die ? 

Phe. We ought to live with one life, not with two. 

Abm. Majst thou then live a longer time than Jove ! 

Phe. Dost curse thy parents, having met with no injustice ? 

ADif. I said it, for I perceived thou lovedst a long life. 

Phe. But art not thou bearing forth this corse instead of 
thyself? 

Adbc. a proof this, O most vile one, of thy nothingness 
of soul. 

Phe. She died not by us at least ; thou wilt not say this. 

Adm. Alas ! Oh that you may ever conie to need my aid ! 

Phe. Wed many wives, that more may die. 

Adm. This is a reproach to thysdf, for thou wert not will- 
ing to die. 

Phe. Sweet is this light of the God, sweet is it. 

Adm. Base is thy spirit and not that of men. 

Phe. Thou dost not laush as carrying an aged corse. 

Adm. Thou wilt surely however die inglorious, when thou 
diest. 

Phe. To bear an evil report is no matter to me when dead. 

Adm. Alas ! alas I how full of shamelessness is old age ! 

Phe. She was not shameless : her you found mad. 

Adm. Begone, and suffer me to bury this dead. 

Phe. I will depart ; but you will bury her, yourself being 
her murderer. But you will render satisfaction to your wife's 
relatives yet : or surely Acastus no longer ranks among men, 
if he shall not revenge the blood of his sister. 

Adm. Gret' thee gone, then, thou and thy wife ; childless, 
thy child yet living, as ye deserve, grow old ; for ye no more 
come into the same house with me : and if it wei*e necessary 
for me to renounce by heralds thy paternal hearth, I would 
renounce it. But let us (for the evil before us must be borne) 
proceed, that we may place the corse upon the funeral pyre. 

Cho. O ! O I unhappy because of thy bold deed, noble, 
and by far most excellent, farewell I may both Mwcury** 
that dwells beneath, and Pluto, kindly receive thee ; but if 
there too any distinction is shown to the good, partaking of 
this mayst thou sit by the bride of Pluto. 

^ Cf. ^sch. Ghoeph. sub inlt. and Gorius, Monum. Libert, p. 24. ad 
Tab. X. lit. A. 
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Servant. 

I have now known many guests, and from all parts of the 
earth that have come to the house of Admetus, to whom I 
have spread the feast, but never yet did I receive into this 
house a worse one than this stranger. Who, in the first place, 
indeed, though he saw mj master in affliction, came in, and 
prevailed upon himself to pass the gates. And then not at all 
in a modest manner received he the entertainment that there 
happened to be, when he heard of the calamity : but if we did 
not bring any thing, he hurried us to bring it. And having 
taken in his hands the cup wreathed with iv/,^^ he quaffs the 
neat wine of the purple mother, until the fumes of the liquor 
coming upon him inflamed him ; and he crowns his head with 
branches of myrtles howling discordantly ; and there were two 
strains to hear ; for he was singing, not caring at all for the 
afflictions of Admetus, but we the domestics, were bewailing 
our mistress, and we showed not that we were weeping to the 
guest, for thus Admetus commanded. And now indeed I am 
performing the offices of hospitality to the stranger in the 
house, some deceitful thief and robber. But she is gone from 
the house, nor did I follow, nor stretched out my hand in 
lamentation for my mistress, who was a mother to me, and to 
all the domestics, for she saved us from ten thousand ills, soft- 
ening the anger of her husband. Do I not then justly hate 
this stranger, who is come in our miseries ? 

Hercules, Servant. 

Her. Ho there ! why dost thou look so grave and thought- 
ful ? The servant ought not to be of woeful countenance before 
guests, but should receive them with an affable mind. But 
thou, though thou seest a companion of thy lord present, re- 
ceivest hiqi with a morose and clouded countenance, fixing thy 
attention on a calamity that thou hast nothing to do with. 
Come hither, that thou mayst become more wise. Knowest 
thou mortal afflurs, of what nature they are ? I think not ; 
from whence should you ? but hear me. Death is a debt that 
all mortals must pay ; and there is not of them one, who knows 
whether he shall live the coming morrow : for what depends 

*^ Theocrit. i. 27. Kal j8a0^ iti<rtr{fPiov KiKKvttftkvov &du KaQ<^, Tw 
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on fortune is uncertain how it will turn out» and is not to be 
learnt, neither is it detected by art. Having heard these 
things then, and learnt them from me, make thyself merry, 
drink, and think the life allowed from day to day thine own, 
but the rest Fortune's. And honour also Venus, the most 
sweet of deities to mortals, for she is a kind deity. But let go 
these other things, and obey my words, if I appear to speak 
rightly: I think so indeed. Wilt thou not then leave off thy 
excessive grief, and drink with me, crowned with garlands, 
having thrown open these gates ? And well know 1 that the 
trickling of the cup falling down thy throat will change thee 
from thy present cloudy and pent state of mind. But we who 
are mortals should think as mortals. Since to all the morose, 
indeed, and to those of sad countenance, if they take me as 
judge at least, life is not truly life, but misery. 

Ser. I know this ; but now we are in circumstances not 
such as are fit for revel and mirth. 

Her. The lady that is dead is a stranger ; grieve not too 
much, for the lords of this house live. 

Ser. What live ! knowest thou not the misery within the 
house ? 

Hbr. Unless thy lord hath told me any thing falsely. 

Ser. He is too, too hospitable. 

Her. Is it unmeet that I should be well treated, because a 
stranger is dead? 

Ser. Surely however she was very near. 

Her. Has he forborne to tell me any calamity that 
there is ? 

Ser. Depart and farewell ; we have a care for the evils of 
our lords. 

Heb. This speech is the beginning of no foreign loss. 

Ser. For I should not, Jiad it been foreign^ have been 
grieved at seeing thee revelling. 

Her. What ! have I received so great an injury from mine 
host? 

Ser. Thou camest not in a fit time for the house to receive 
thee, for there is grief to us, and thou seest that we are shorn, 
and our black garments. 

Her. But who is it that is dead ? Has either any of his 
children died, or his aged father ? * 

Ser. The wife indeed of Admetus is dead, O stranger. 
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Heb. What, sajst thou ? and yet did ye receive me ? 

Ser. Yes^ for he had too mi^ch respect to turn thee from 
his house. 

Her. O unhappy man, what a wife hast thou lost ! 

Seb. We all are lost, not she alone. 

Her. But I did perceive it indeed, when I saw his eye 
streaming with tears, and his shorn hair, and his countenance ; 
but he persuaded me, saying, that he was conducting the 
funeral of a stranger to the tomb : but spite of my inclination 
having passed over these gates, I drank in the house of the 
hospitable man, while he was in this case, and revelled, 
crowned as to my head with garlands. But 'twas thine to 
tell me not to do tV, when such an evil was upon the house. 
Where is he burying her ? whither going can I find her ? 

Ser. By the straight road that leads to Larissa, thou wilt 
see the polished tomb beyond the suburbs. 

Hercules. 

my much-daring heart and my soul, now show what 
manner of son the Tirynthian Alcmena, daughter of £leetryon, 
bare thee to Jove. For I must rescue the woman lately dead, 
Alcestis, and place her again in this house, and perform this 
service for Admetus. And going I will lay wait for the 
sable-vested king of the departed. Death, and I think that I 
shall find him drinking of the libations near the tomb. And 
if having taken him by laying in wait, rushing from my am- 
bush, I shall seize hold of him, and make a circle around him 
with mine arms, there is not who shall take him away panting 
as to his sides, until he release me the woman. But if how- 
ever I fail of this capture, and he come not to the clottered 
mass of blood, I will go a journey beneath to the sunless man- 
sions of Cora and her king, and will prefer my request ; and 
I trust that I shall bring up Alcestis, so as to place her in the 
hands of that host, who received me into his house, nor drove 
me away, although struck with a heavy calamity, but con- 
cealed it, noble as he was, having respect unto me. Who of 
the Thessalians is more hospitable than he ? Who that dwell- 
eth in Greece? Wherefore he shall not say, that he did a 
service to a worthless man, himself being noble. 
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Admetus, Chorus. 

Adm. Alas ! alas ! O hateful approach, and hateful pros- 
pect of this widowed house. Oh me ! Alas I alas ! wlather 
can I go I where rest ! what can I say 1 and what not ! would 
that I could perish ! Surely my mother brought me forth to 
heavy fortune. I count the dead happy, them I long for ! 
those houses I desire to dwell in: for neither delight I in 
viewing the sunbeams, nor treading with my foot upon the 
earth ; of such a hostage has death robbed me, and delivered 
up to Pluto. 

Cho. Advance, advance ; go into the recesses of the house. 

(Adm. Oh I Oh!) 
Thou hast suffered things that demand groans. 

(Adm. Alas ! alas !) 
Thou hast gone through grief, I well know. 

(Adm. Woe! Woe!) 
Thou nothing aidest her that is beneath. 

(Adm. Ah me ! me !) 
Never to see thy dear wife's face again before thee, is severe. 

Adm. Thou hast made mention of that which ulcerated my 
soul; for what can be greater ill to man than to lose his 
faithful wife ? Would that I never had married and dwelt 
with her in the palace. But I judge happy those, who are 
unmarried and childless ; for theirs is one only life, for this to 
grieve is a moderate burden : but to behold the diseases ot 
children, and the bridal bed wasted by death, is not support- 
able, when it were in one's power to be without childrcoi and 
unmarried the whole of life. 

Cho. Fate, fate hard to be struggled with hath come. 

(Adm. Oh! Oh!) 
But puttest thou no bound to thy sorrows ? 

(Adm. Alas! alajs!) 
Heavy are they to bear, but still 

(Adm. Woe! woe!) 
endure, thou art not the fbrst man that hast lost 

(Adm. Ah me ! me !) 
thy wife; but calamity appearing afflicts different men in 
different shapes. 

Adm. O lasting griefs, and sorrows for our friends be- 
neath the earth ! Why did you hinder me from throwing 
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myself ^^ into her hallowed grave, and from lying dead with 
her, by far the most excellent woman? And Pluto would 
have retained instead of one, two most faithful souls having 
together passed over the infernal lake. 

Cho. I had a certain kinsman, whose son worthy to be 
lamented, an only child, died in his house ; but nevertheless 
he bore his calamity with moderation, being bereft of . child, 
though now hastening to grey hairs, and advanced in life. 

Apm. house, how can I enter in ? and how dwell in thee 
now my fortune has undergone this change ? Ah me ! for 
there is great difference between: then indeed with Felian 
torches, and with bridal songs I entered in, bearing the hand 
of my dear wife, and there followed a loud-shouting revelry 
hailing happy both her that is dead and m^ inasmuch as being 
noble, and bom of illustrious parents both, we were united to- 
gether : but now the groan instead of hymeneals, and black 
array instead of white robes, usher me in to my deserted couch. 

Cho. This grief came quick on happy fortune to thee un- 
schooled in evil : but thou hast saved thy life. Thy wife is 
dead, she left her love behind : what new thing this ? Death 
has ere this destroyed many wives. 

Adm. My friends, I deem the fortune of my wife more 
happy, than mine own, even although these things appear not 
so. For her indeed no grief shaU ever touch, and she hath 
with glory ceased from many toils. But I, who ought not to 
have lived, though I have scaped destiny, shall pass a bitter 
life ; I but now perceive. For how can I bear the entering 
into this house ? Whom speaking to, or by whom addressed,^^ 
can I have joy in entering ? W bather shall I turn me ? For 
the solitude within will drive me forth, when I see the place 
where my wife used to lay, empty, and the seat whereon she 
used to sit, and the floor throughout the house all dirty, and 
when my children falling about my knees weep their mother, 
and they lament their mistress, thin/iing what a lady they have 
lost from out of the house. Such things within the house ; 

« Hamlet, y. 1. 

Hold oflf the earth awhile. 

Till I have caught her once more in mine arms : 

\leap8 into the grave J\ 
Now pile your dust upon the quick and dead. B. 

'^ Cf. TS. 195. 3v oi) irpofftiwt Kai vpofftpptiOri waXtv, B. 
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but abroad the nuptials of the Thessalians and the assemblies 
full of women will torture me : for I shall not be able to look 
on the companions of my wife. But whoever is mine enemj 
will say thus of me: ** See that man, who basely lives, who dared 
not to die, but giving in his stead her, whom he married, 
escaped Hades, (and then does he seem to be a man ?) and 

hates his parents, himself not willing to die." Such report 

shall I have in addition to my woes ; why then is it the more 
honourable course for me to Uve, my friends, having an evil 
character and an evil fortune ? 

Cho. I too have both been borne aloft through song, and 
having very much handled arguments have found nothing 
more powerful than Necessity : nor is there any cure in the 
Thracian tablets which Orpheus^' wrote, nor among those 
medicines, which Phoebus gave the sons of .^^ulapius, dis- 
pensing^ them to wretched mortals. But neither to the kltars 
nor to the image of this Goddess alone, is it lawful to ap- 
proach, she hears not victims. Do not, O revered one, come 
on me more severe, than hitherto in my life. For Jove, what- 
ever he have assented to, with thee brings this to pass. Thou 
too perforce subduest the iron among the Chalybi ; nor has 
thy rugged spirit any remorse. 

'And thee, Admetus^ the Goddess hath seized in the inevit- 
able grasp of her hand ; but bear it, for thou wilt never by 
weeping bring back on earth the dead from beneath. Even 
the sons of the GK)ds by stealth begotten perish in death. 
Dear she was while she was with us, and dear even now 
when dead. But thou didst join to thy bed^ the noblest wife 
of all women. Nor let the tomb of thy wife be accounted 
as the mound over the dead that perish, but let it be honoured 
equally with the Gods, a thing for travellers to adore :^ and 

*^ 'Opfela yapvCt a paraphrasis for 'Op^e^c* 

** dvrir§fiuv, fura^opiKioc dir6 r&v rStc |&i?ac rt/iySvrtiv gal fvpcir- 
jeovr«i»v. ScHOL. Tr. Cf. on iESsch. Agam. 17. B. 

^ In Phavorinus, among the senses of cXto-ia, is cXtvif cat icXcv^- 
riffMov. 

^ It will be remembered that the tombs were biult near the highways, 
with great magnificence, and sometimes rery lofly, especially when near 
the sea-coast (cf. ^sch. Choeph. 351. D'Orville on Charit. lib. i. sub fin. 
Eurip. Hecub. 1273). They are often used as landmarks or n^ilestones, as 
in Theocr. Ti. 10, and as oratories or chapels, Apul. Florid, i. p. 340, ed. 
Elm. B. 
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some one, going oat of his direct road, shall say thus : " She 
in olden time died for her husband, but now she is a blest 
divinity: Hail, O adored one, and be propitious!" Such 
words will be addressed to her. — ^And lo ! here comes, as it 
seems, the son of Alcmena to thy house, Admetus. 

Hercules, Admetus, Chorus. 

Her. One &(hould speak freely to a friend, Admetus, and 
not in silence keep within our bosoms what we blame. Now 
I thought myself worthy as a friend to stand near thy calami- 
ties, and to search them out;^^ but thou didst not tell me 
that it was thy wife's corse that demanded thy attention ; but 
didst receive me in thy house, as though occupied in grief for 
one not thine. And I crowned my head and poured out to 
the Gods libations in thy house which had suffered this ca- 
lamity. And I do blame thee, I blame thee, having met with 
this treatment ! not that I wish to grieve thee in thy miseries. 
But wherefore I am come, having turned back again, I will tell 
thee. Receive and take care of this woman for me, until I 
come hither driving the Thracian mares, having slain the 
king of the Bistonians. But if I meet with what I pray I 
may not meet with, (for may I return !) I give thee her as an 
attendant of thy palace. But with much toil came she into 
mj hands ; for I find some who had proposed a public con- 
test for wrestlers, worthy of my labours, from whence I bear 
off her, having received her as the prize of my victory ; for 
those who conquered in the lighter exercises had to receive 
horses, but those again who conquered in the greater, the box- 
ing and the wrestling, cattle, and a woman was added to these ; 
but in me, who happened to be there, it had been base to 
neglect this glorious gain. But, as I said, the woman ought 
to be a care to you, for I am come not having obtained her by 
stealth, but with labour ; but at some time or other thou too 
wilt perhaps commend me for it. 

Adm. Bj no means slighting thee, nor considering thee 
among mine enemies, did I conceal from thee the unhappy 
fate of mj wife ; but this had been a grief added to grief, if 

^ This appears the most obvious sense, as connected with what follows. 
All the interpreters, however, translate it, I thought myself worthy, aland- 
ing, as I did, near thy calamities, (i. e. near thee in thy calamities,) to be 
proved thy friend* 
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thou hadst gone to the house of another host: but it waB suf- 
ficient for me. to weep my own calamity. But the woman, if 
it is in any way possible, I beseech thee, O king, bid some 
one of the Thessalians, who has not suffered what I have, to 
take care of (but thou hast many friends amongst the Pheraeans) 
lest thou remind me of my misfortunes. I cannot, beholding 
her in the house, refrain from weeping ; add not a sickness 
to me already sick ; for I am enough weighed down with 
misery. Where besides in the house can a youthful woman 
be maintained ? for she is youthful, as she evinces by her garb 
and her attire ; shall she then live in the men's apartment ? 
And how will she be undefiled, living amongst young men ? 
A man in his vigour, Hercules, it is no easy thing to restrain ; 
but I have a care for thee. Or can I maintilin her, having made 
her enter the chamber of her that is dead ? And how can I 
introduce her into her bed ? I fear a double accusation, both 
from the citizens, lest any should convict me of having be- 
trayed my benefactress, and lying in the bed of another girl ; 
and I ought to have much regard towards the dead (and she 
deserves my respect). But thou, O lady, whoever thou art, 
know that thou hast the satne size of person with Alcestis, and 
art like her in figure. Ah me ! take by the Gods this woman 
from mine eyes, lest you destroy me already diestroyed. For I 
think, when I look upon her, that I behold my wife ; and it 
agitates my heart, and from mine eyes the streams break forth ; 
O unhappy I, how lately did I begin to taste this bitter grief! 

Cho. I cannot indeed speak well of thy fortune ; but it be- 
hoves thee, whatever thou art, to bear with fimmeito the dis- 
pensation of the Gods. 

Her. Oh would that I had such power as to bribg thy wife 
to the light from the infernal mansions, and to do this service 
for thee I 

Adm. Well know I that thou hast the will : but how can 
this be ? It is not possible for the dead to come into the 
light. 

Hee. Do not, I pray, go beyond all bound, but bear it 
decently. 

Adm. 'Tis easier to exhort, than suffering to endure. 

Her. But what advantage can you gain if you wish to 
groan for ever ? 

Adm. I know that too myself; but a certain love impels me. 
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Heb. For to love one that is dead draws the tear. 

Adm. She hath destroyed me, and yet more than my words 
express. 

Her. Thoa hast lost an excellent wife ; who will deny it ? 

Adm. Ay^ so that I am no longer delighted with life. 

Her. Time will soften the evil, but now it is yet in its 
vigour ^ on thee. 

Adsi. Time thou mayst say, if to die be time. 

Her. a wife will bid it cease, and the desire of a new 
marriage. 

Adm. Hold thy peace — ^What saidst thou? I could not 
have supposed it. 

Her. But why ? what, wilt not marry, but pass a widowed 
life alone ? 

Adm. There is no woman that shall lie with me. 

Her. Dost thou think that thou art in aught benefiting her 
that is dead ? 

Adm. Her, wherever she is, I am bound to honour. 

Her. I praise you indeed, 1 praise you ; but you incur the 
charge of folly. 

ABm. Praise mc, or praise me not; for you shall never call 
me bridegroom. 

Her. I do praise thee, because thou art a faithful friend to 
thy wife. 

Adm. May I die, when I forsake her, although she is not ! 

Her. Receive then this noble woman into thine house. 

Adm. Do not, I beseech thee by thy father Jove. 

Her. And yet you will be acting wrong, if you do not this. 

Adm. Yes, and if I do it, I shall have my heart gnawed 
with sorrow. 

Her. Be prevailed upon : perhaps this favour may be 
proved a duty. 

Adm. Ah ! would that you had never borne her off from 
the contest ! 

Her. Yet with me conquering thou'rt victorious too. 

Adm. Thou hast well spoken ; but let the woman depart. 

Her. She shall depart, if it is needful ; but first see whether 
it be needful. 

^" In the same manner r\^ is used in Orestes, 687, ^rav yap 17/8^ 

& 2 
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Adm. It is needful, if thou at least dost not mean to make 
me angiy. 

Her. I too have this desire, for I know somewhat. 

Adm. Conquer then.. Thou dost not however do things 
pleasing to me. 

Her. But some time or other thou wilt praise me ; only be 
persuaded. 

Adm. Lead her in, if I must receive her in mj house. 

Her. I will not deliver up the woman into the charge of 
the servants. 

Adm. But do thou thyself lead her into the house if it 
seems fit. 

Her. I then will give her into thine hands. 

Adm. I will not touch her ; but she is at liberty to enter 
the house. 

Her. I trust her to thy right hand alone. 

Adm. O king, thou compellest me to do this against my 
will. 

Her. Dare to stretch out thy hand and touch the stranger. 

Adm. And in truth I stretch it out, as I would to the Gor- 
gon with her severed head.*® 

Her. Have you her ? 

Adm. I have. 

Her. Then keep her fast ; and some time or other thou 
wilt say that the son of Jove is a generous guest. But look 
on her, whether she seems aught to resemble thy wife ; and 
being blest leave off from thy grief. 

Ajdm. Gods, what shall I say ? An unexpected wonder 
this ! Do I truly see here my wife, or does the mocking joy 
of the Deity strike me from my senses ? 

Her. It is not so ; but thou beholdest here thy wife. 

Adm. Yet see, whether this be not a phantom from the 
realms beneath. 

Her. Thou hast not made thine host an invoker of 
spirits. 

Adm. But do I behold my wife, whom I buried ? 

Her. Be well assured tkou dost; but I wonder not at thy 
disbelief 6f thy fortune. 

^ i. e. the severed head of the Gordon. Valkenaer observes, that 
this is an expression meaning facie averta and compares 1. 465 of the 
Phoenissae. 
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Adm. May I touch her, maj I speak to her as my living 
wife?^ 

Her. Speak to her ; for thou hast all that thou desirest. 

Adm. O face and person of my dearest wife, have I thee 
beyond my hopes, when I thought never to see thee more ? 

Her. Thou hast : but take care there be no envy of the 
Grods. 

Adm. O noble son of the most powerful Jove, mayst thou 
be blest, and may thy father, who begot thee, protect thee, for 
thou alone hast restored me ! How didst thou bring her from 
beneath into this light ? 

Her. Having fought a battle with the prince of those be- 
neath. 

Adm. Where dost thou say thou didst have this conflict 
with Death ? 

Her. At the tomb itself, having Seized him from ambush 
with my hands. 

Adm. But why, I pray, does this woman stand here speech- 
less? 

Her. It is not yet allowed thee to hear her address thee, 
before she is unbound from her consecrations*^ to the Gods 
beneath, and the third day come. But lead her in, and as 
thou oughtest, henceforward, Admetus, continue in thy piety 
with respect to strangers. And farewell ! But I will go and 
perform the task that is before me for the imperial son of 
Sthenelus. 

Adm. Stay with us, and be a companion of our hearth. 

Her. This shall be some time hence, but now I must 
haste. 

Adm. But mayst thou be prosperous, and return on thy 

^ Start not : her actions shall be holy, as, 

You hear, my spell is lawful : do not shun her, 
Until you see her die again ; for then 
You kill her double ; Nay, present your hand : 
When she was young you woo'd her ; now, in age, 
Is she become tibe suitor ? 

Winter's Tale, v. 3. Compare also Much Ado about Nothing, v. 4. B. 

'^ a^ayvV^Eiv h. 1. non purificare sed desecrare, Orcus enim, quando 
gladio totondisset Alcestidis capillos, earn diis manibus sacram dicaverat, 
quod diserte iryviaai appellat noster,vide 75 — 77. Cdntraria igitur aliqua 
c^remonia desecranda erat, antequam Admeto ejus consuetudine et collo- 
quio frui liceret. Heath. 
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journey back. But to the citizens, and to all the tetrarchj I 
issue my commands, that they institute dances in honour of 
these happy events, and make the altars odorous with their 
sacrifices of oxen that accompany their vows. For now are 
we placed in a better state of life than the former one : for I 
will not deny that I am happy. 

Cho. Many are the shapes of the things the deities direct, 
and many things ihe Gods perform contrary to our expect- 
ations. And those things which we looked for are not accom- 
plished ; but the God hath brought to pass things not looked 
for. Such hath been the event of this affair. 


THE BACCH^. 


PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

BACCHUS. 

CHORUS. 

TIRESTAS. 

CADMUS. 

PENTHEUS. 

SERVANT. 

MESSENGER. 

ANOTHER MESSSl^GER. 

AGAVE. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Bacchus, the son of Jove by Semele, had made Thebes, his mother's 
birth-place, his favourite place of abode and worship. Pentheus, the 
then reigning king, who, as others say, preferred the worship of Minerva, 
slighted the new God, and persecuted those who celebrated his revels. 
Upon this, Bacchus excited his mother Agave, together with the sisters 
of Semele, Autonoe and Ino, to madness, and visiting Pentheus in dis- 
guise of a Bacchanal, was at first imprisoned, but, easily escaping from 
his bonds, he persuaded Pentheus to intrude upon the rites of the Bac- 
chants. While siurveying them from a lofly tree, the voice of Bacchus 
was heard inciting the Bacchants to avenge themselves upon the intruder, 
and they tore the miserable Pentheus piecemeal. The grief and banish- 
ment of Agave for her unwitting offence conclude the play. 


THE BACCHiE/ 


Bacchus. 

I, Bacchus, the son of Jove, am come to this land of the 
Thebans, whom formerly Semele, the daughter of Cadmus, 
brought forth, delivered by the lightning-bearing flame. And 
having taken a mortal form instead of a God's, I am present 
at the fountains of Dirce and the water of Ismenus. And I 
see the tomb of my thunder-stricken mother here near the 
palace, and the remnants of the house smoking, and the still 
living flame of Jove's fire, the everlasting insult of Juno 
against my mother. But I praise Cadmus, who has made 
this place hallowed, the shrine of his daughter ; and I have 
covered it around with the cluster-bearing leaf of the vine. 
And having left the wealthy lands of the Lydians and Phry- 
gians, and the sun -parched plains of the Persians, and the 
Bactrian walls ; and having come over the stormy land of the 
Medes, and the happy Arabia, and all Asia which lies along 
the coast of the salt sea, having fair-towered cities full of 
Greeks and barbarians mingled together ; and there having 
danced and established my mysteries, that I might be a God 
manifest among men, I have come to this city first of the 
Grecian [cities,] and I have raised my shout first in Thebes 
of this land of Greece, fitting a deer-skin on my body, and 

* For illustrations of the fable of this play, compare Hyginus, Fab. 
clxxxiv., who evidently has a view to Euripides. Ovid, Metam. iii. fab. v. 
Oppian, Cyneg. iv. 241 sqq. Nonnus, 45, p. 765 sq. and 46, p. 783 sqq., 
some of whose imitations I shall mention in my notes. With the 
opening speech of this play compare the similar one of Venus in the 
Hippolytus. 
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taking a thyrsus in my hand, an ivy-clad* weapon, because 
the sisters of my mother, whom it least of all became, said 
that I, Bacchus, was not bom of Jove ; but that Semele, 
having conceived by some mortal, charged the ain of her bed 
upon Jove, a trick of Cadmus ; on which account they said 
that Jove had slain her, because she told a false tale abodt 
her marriage. Therefore I have now driven them from the 
house with frenzy, and they dwell on the mountain, insane of 
mind ; and I have compelled them to wear the dress of my 
mysteries. And all the female seed of the Cadmeans, a3 
many as are women, have I driven maddened from the house. 
And they, mingled with the sons of Cadmus, sit on the roof- 
less rocks beneath the green pines. For this city must know, 
even though it be unwilling, that it is not initiated into my 
Bacchanalian rites, and that I plead the cause of my mother, 
Semele, in appearing manifest to mortals as a God whom she 
bore to Jove. CaSnus then gave his honour and power to 
Pentheus, bom from his daughter, who fights against the 
Gods as far as I am concerned, and drives me from sacrifices, 
and in his prayers makes no mention of me ; on which account 
I will show him and all the Thebans that I am a God. And 
having set matters here aright, manifesting myself, I will move 
to another land. But if the cily of the Thebans should in 
anger seek by arms to bring down the Bacchae from the moun- 
tain, I, general of the Ma&nads, wiU; join battle.* On which 
account I have changed my form to a mortal one, and trans^ 
formed my shape into the nature of a man. But, ye who 
have left Tmohis, the bulwark of Lydia ; ye women, my 
assembly, whom I have brought from among the barbarians 
as assistants and companions to me ; take your drums, your 
native instruments in the Phrygian cities, the invention of 
the mother Ehea^ and myself, and coming beat them around 

' Cf. vs. 1 76 ; and for the musical instruments employed in the Bac- 
chanalian rites, vs. 125 sqq. Oppian, Cyn. iv. 243. vifiplci ^ dft^tpd- 
\ovrOt Kai iarkyl/avro Kopvfipoic, Ev ffwetf Kal vfpl trdida r6 fivartxiw 
itpXtj<ravro. Tvfiwava c kKTvweov, Kai KVfipaXa xcpcrc xporaivov. Com- 
pare Gorius, Monum. Libert, et Serr. ad Tab. vii. p. 15 sq. 

' Such is the sense of trvvdrl/ofiait fJ^x^iv being understood. See 
Matthias. 

* Drums and cymbals were invented by tl^e Goddess in order to drown 
the cries of the infant Jupiter. Minutius Felix, xxi. " Avido patri sub- 
trahitur infans ne voretur, et Corybantum cymbalis, ne pater audiat. 
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this royal palace of Pentheus, that the city of Cadmus may 
see it And I, with the Bacchae, going to the dells of Cithse- 
ron, where they are, will share their dances. 

Cho. Coming from the land of Asia, having left the sacred 
Tmolus, I dance in honour of Bromius> a sweet lahour and a 
toil easily borne, celebrating the god Bacchus. Who is in the 
way ? who is in the way ? who is in the halls ? Let him de- 
part. And let every one be pure as to his mouth speaking 
propitious things ; for now I will with hymns celebrate Bac- 
chus according to custom: — Blessed is he,^ whoever being 
favoured, knowing the mysteries of the gods, keeps his life 
pure, and has his soul initiated into the Bacchic revels, dancing 
o'er the mountains with holy purifications, and reverencing 
the mysteries of the mighty mother Cybele, and brandishing 
the th3rrsus, and being crowned with ivy, serves Bacchus ! 
Go, ye BiacchaB ; go, ye Bacchse, escorting Bromius, a God, the 
son of a God, from the Phrygian mountains to the broad streets 
of Greece ! Bromius I whom formerly, being in the pains of 
travailj the thunder of Jove flying upon her, his mother cast 
from her womb, leaving life by the stroke of the thunderbolt. 
And immediately Jupiter, the son of Saturn, received him 
in a chamber fitted £ot birth ; and covering him in. his thigh, 
shuts him with golden clasps hidden from Juno. And he 
brought him forth, when, the Fates had perfected the horned 
God, and crowned him with crowns of snakes, whence ,the 
thyrsus-bearing Masnads are wont to cover their prey with 
their locks. O Thebes, thou nurse of Semele, crown thyself 
with ivy, flourish, flourish with the verdant yew bearing sweet 
fruit, and be ye crowned in honour of Bacchus with branches 
of oak or pine, and adorn your garments of spotted deer-skin 
with fleeces of white-haired sheep,® and sport in holy games 

vagitus imtns eliditur (read audiat vagiiua, tinnitut illi editur, from the 
vesHffia of Cod. Reg.). Cf. Lactant. i. 13. 

* Cf. Homer, Hymn, in Cerer. 485. oXPioc, 8^ rdB* oiriavtv kirvxQoviiav 
dvOpwinov *'0c ^ dnXijfg, upStv ^vr' dfifiopos, oviroQ' bfioiiov ATffav ix^i, 
^9ifiev6c vep, vTcb Zofptft tlpdevri. See Ruhnken's note, and Valck. on 
Eur. Hippol. 

^ This passtlge is extremely difficult. nXord/twv seems decidedly cor* 
rupt. Reiske would read TroieaSiaVf Musgrave, \tvKorpix(»»v frXoiedfioiQ 
fiaXX&v, Eimsiey would substitute TrpojSaroiv, "si irpo fiarov apud Eu- 
ripidem exstaret." This seems the most probable view as yet expressed. 
The kpt6<TT€VToi kX&Soi are learnedly explained by Lobeck on Ag. p. 375 
sq., quoted by Dindorf. The /LuiXXamc or insertion of spots of party co- 
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with the insulting wands, straightway shall all the earth dance, 
when Bromias leads the hands to the mountain, to the moun- 
tain, where the female crowd ahides, away from the distaff 
and the shuttle,'' driven frantic by Bacchus. O dwelling of 
the Curetes, and ye divine Cretan caves,' parents to Jupiter, 
where the Corybantes with the triple helmet invented for me 
in their caves this circle o'erstretched with hide ; and with 
the constant sweet-voiced breath of Phrygian pipes they 
mingled a sound of Bacchus, and put the instrument in the 
hand of Rhea, resounding with the sweet songs of the Bacchae. 
And hard by the raving satjrs went through the sacred rites 
of the mother Goddess. And they added the dances of the 
Trieterides ;® in which Bacchus rejoices; pleased on the 
mountains, when after the running dance he falls upon the 
plain, having a sacred garment of deer-skin, seeking a sacri- 
fice of goats, a raw-eaten delight,^" on his way to the Phrygian, 
the Lydian mountains ; and the leader is Bromius, Evoe ! ^^ but 
the plain f ows with milk, and flows with wine, and f ows with 
the nectar of bees ; and the smoke is as of Syrian frankincense. 
But Bacchus bearing a flaming torch of pine on his thyrsus, 
rushes about arousing in his course the wandering Choruses, 
and agitating them with shouts, casting his rich locks loose in 
the air, — ^and with his songs he shouts out such words as 
this ; O go forth, ye Bacchae ; O go forth, ye Bacchae, delight 

loured fur upon the plain skin of animals, was a favourite ornament of 
the wealthy. The spots of ermine similarly used now are the clearest il- 
lustration to which I can point. Lobeck also observes, " Kara paKxiovtrOat 
non bacchari significat, sed coronari.*' 

7 These ladies seem to have been rather undomestic in character, as 
Agave makes this very fact a boast, vs. 1236. 

• Cf. ApoUodor. 1. i., § 3, interpp. ad Virg. G. iv. 152. Compare Por- 
phyr. de N3rmph. Antr. p. 262, ad. Hoist. trwriXaia roivvv cat avrpa 
T&v iraXaiOTOLTiav frpiv Kal vaoifQ twivoriffai OioXc d^fnovvnav. Kal ll v 
Kpriry fikv KovprinaVf Ad' Iv 'Aoxadig^ Sk^ (rcX^vy cat Tlavl AvKtit^* Kal ev 
Na^a» Aiovvffif). iravraxov ^ hvov rbv MiOpav lyvioirav, Sid vwtiXaiov 
rbv Bibv Wiovfisviav, Cf. Moll, ad Longi Past. i. 2. p. 22 sq. ed. Boden. 

• Cf. Virg. ^n. iv. 301, and Ritterh. on Oppian, Cyn. i. 24. 

^® Compare the epithet of Bacchus 'QfiddioQy Orph. Hymn. xxx. 5 ; 1. 
7, which has been wrougly explained by Gesner and Hermann. The 
true interpretation is given by Porphyr. de Abst. ii. 55, who states that 
human sacrifices were offered dt/Aaoiiif Aiovvo'y, the man being torn to 
pieces (diaaw&vrtg). 

^^ Perslus i. 92. ** et lynceus Maenas flexura corymbis Evion ingeminat, 
reparabilis assonat Echo.*' Euseb. Pr. £v. ii. 3, derives the cry from Eve ! 
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of gold-flowing Tmolus. Sing Bacchus 'neath the loud drums, 
Evoe, celebrating the Grod Evius in Phrygian cries and shouts. 
When the sweet-sounding sacred pipe sounds a sacred play- 
ful sound suited to the frantic wanderers, to the mountain, to 
the mountain — and the Bacchant rejoicing like a foal with its 
mother at pasture, stirs its swift foot in the dance. 

TiKESiAS. Who at the doors will call out Cadmus from the 
house, the son of Agenor, who, leaving the city of Sidon, 
erected this city of the Thebans ? Let some one go, tell him 
that Tiresias seeks him ; but he himself knows on what ac- 
count I come, and what agreement I, an old man, have made 
with himi, yet older ; to twine the thyrsi, and to put on the 
skins of deer, and to crown the head with ivy branches. 

Cadmus. O dearest friend ! how I, being in the house, was 
delighted, hearing your voice, the wise voice of a wise man ; 
and I am come prepared, having this equipment of the God ; 
for we needs must extol him, who is the son sprung from my 
daughter, Bax^chus, who has appeared as a God to men, as 
much as is in our power. Whither shall I dance, whither 
direct the foot, and wave the hoary head ? Do you lead me, 
you, an old man ! O Tiresias, direct me, an old man ; for you 
are wise. Since I shall never tire, neither night nor day, 
striking the earth with the thyrsus. Gladly we forget that 
we are old. 

Ti. You have the same feelings indeed as I ; for I too feel 
young, and will attempt the dance. 

Ca. Then we will go to the mountain in chariots. ^^ 

Ti. But thus the God would not have equal honour. 

Ca. I, an old man, will lead you, an old man.^* 

Ti. The God will without trouble guide us thither. 

Ca. But shall we alone of the city dance in honour of 
Bacchus ? 

Ti. [Ay,] for we alone think rightly, but the rest ill. 

Ca. We are long in dela3dng ; ^* but take hold of my hand. 

Ti. See, take hold, and join your hand to mine. 

Ca. I do not despise the Gods, being a mortal. 

Ti. We do not show too much wiseness about the Gods. 

»* I should read this line interrogatively, with Elmsley. 
1^ Quoted by Gellius, xiii. 18. 

^* Elmsley would read fiaKpbv rb fiiWovi Perhaps the true reading 
is fUWitv dKaipov=it is no season for delay. 
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Our ancestral traditions, and those which we have kept 
throughout our life, no argument will overturn them ; not if 
any one were to find out wisdom with the highest genius. 
Some one will say that I do not respect old age, being about 
to dance, having crowned my head with ivy ; for the God has 
made no distinction as to whether it becomes the young man 
to dance, or the elder ; but wishes to have common honours 
from all ; but does not at all wish to be extolled by a few. 

Ca. Since you, O Tiresias, do not see this light, I will be 
to you an interpreter of things. Hither b Pentheus coming 
to the house in haste, the son of Echion, to whom I give 
power over the land. How fluttered he is! what strange 
thing will he say ? 

Pentheus. I happened to be at a distance from this land, 
and I hear of strange evils in this city, that the women have 
left our palace in mad-wandering Bacchic rites ; and that ihey 
are rushing about in the shady mountains, honouring with 
dances this new God Bacchus, whoever he is ; and tlmt full 
goblets stand in the middle of their assemblies, and that flying 
each difierent ways into secrecy, they yield to the embraces of 
men, on pretence, indeed, as [being] worshipping Masnads ; 
but that they consider Venus before Bacchus. As many then 
as I have taken, the servants keep them bound as to their 
hands in the public strongholds, and as many as are absent I 
will hunt from the mountain, Ino, and Agave who bore me to 
Echion, and the mother of Actason, I mean Autonoe; and 
having bound them in iron fetters, I will soon Stop them from 
this ill-working revelry. And they say that some stranger 
has come hither, a juggler, a charmer, from the Lydian land, 
fragrant in hair with golden curls, florid, having in his eyes 
the graces of Venus, who days and nights is with them, al- 
luring the young maidens with Bacchic mysteries — ^but if I 
catch him under this roof, I will stop him from making a 
noise with the thyrsus, and waving his hair, by cutting. off his 
neck from his body. He says he is the God Bacchus, [he 
was once on a time sown in the thigh of Jove,***] who was 
burnt in the flame of lightning, together with his mother, be- 
cause she falsely claimed nuptials with Jove. Are not these 
things deserving of a terrible halter, for a stranger to insult 

^' The construction is so completely awkward, that I almost feel in- 
clined to consider this verse as an interpolation, with Dindorf. 
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US with these insults, whoever he be ? But here is another 
marvel — I see Tiresias the soothsayer, in dappled deer-skins, 
and the father of my mother, most great absurdity, raging 
about with a thyrsus — I deprecate it, O father, seeing your 
old age destitute of sense ; will you not dash away the ivy ?*^ 
will you not, O father of my mother, put down your hand 
empty of the thyrsus ? Have you persuaded him to this, O 
Tiresias? do you wish, introducing this new God among men, 
to examine birds and to receive rewards for fiery omens ? If 
your hoary old age did not defend you, you should sit as a 
prisoner in the midst of the Bacchse, for introducing these 
wicked rites ; for where the joy of the grape-cluster is present 
at a feast of women, I no longer say any thing good of their 
mysteries. 

Cho. Alas for his impiety ! O host, do you not reverence 
the Gods? and being son of Echion, do you disgrace your 
race and Cadmus, who sowed the earth-born crop ? 

Ti. When any wise man takes a good occasion for his 
speech, it is not a great task to speak well; but you have a 
rapid tongue, as if wise, but in your words there is no wis- 
dom ; but a powerful man, when bold, and able to speak, is a 
bad citizen if he has not sense. And this new God, whom 
you ridicule, I am unable to express how great he will be in 
Greece. For, O young man, two things are first among men ; 
Ceres, the goddess, and she is the earth, call her whichever 
name you will.^^ She nourishes mortals with dry food ; but 
he who is come as a match to her, the son of Semele, has in- 
vented the liquid drink of the grape, and introduced it among 
mortals, which delivers miserable mortals from grief,*® when 
they are filled with the stream of the vine ; and gives sleep an 
oblivion of daily evils : nor is there any other medicine for 
troubles. He who is a God is poured out in libations to the 
Gods, that by his means men may have good things — and you 
laugh at him, as to how he was sewn up in the thigh of Jove ; 

^' Compare Nonnus, 4*). p. 765 4. Tiipttriav xal KdSfxov &rArr9a\ov 
laxt UevBevQ, Ka^/ie, ri fiapyaivetCt Tivi Saifiovi k&jiov iyeiptiQ ; Kdd- 
fity fiiaivoukvtic dvoKarOeo Kttrtrbv lOctpiyg, KdrOeo xal vdpOtKa voorrXa- 
vkoQ Aiovvtrov. . . . "Srirru Ttiptftia art^pavriipopt pitpov driraiQ 2!u>v ttXo- 
Kafiwv rdde 0vXXa v69ov tfr^^OQy jc. r. X. 

*^ Ck)inpaxe the opinion of Perseus in Cicero de N. D. i. 15, with 
Minutius Felix, xxi. 

^* Pseud*Orpheus Hymn. 1. 6. iravaltrovov Ovrjroltn ipavBtc dKOQ. 
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I will teach joa that this is well — when Jove snatched him 
out of the lightning flame, and bore him, a young infant, up 
to Olympus, Juno wished to cast him down from heaven ; but 
Jove had a counter contrivance, as being a God. Having 
broken a part of the air which surrounds the earth, he placed 
in it, giving him as a pledge, Bacchus, safe from Juno's 
enmity ; and in time, mortals say, that he was nourished in 
the thigh of Jove ; changing his name, because a Grod gave 
him formerly as a pledge to a Goddess, they having made 
agreement. ^^ But this Grod is a prophet — ^for Bacchsmal ex- 
citement and frenzy have much divination in them.*® . For 
when the God comes violent*^ into the body, he makes the 
frantic to foretell the future; and he also possesses some 
quality of Mars ; for terror flutters sometimes an army under 
arms and in its ranks, before they touch the spear ; and this 
also is a frenzy from Bacchus. Then you shall see him abo 
on the Delphic rocks, bounding with torches along the double 
pointed district, tossing about, and shaking the Bacchic branch, 
mighty through Greece. But be persuaded by me, O Pen- 
theus ; do not boast that sovereignty has power among men, 
nor, even if you think so, and your mind is disordered, believe 
that you are at all wise. But receive the God into the land, 
and sacrifice to him, and play the Bacchanal, and crown your 
head. Bacchus wiU not compel women to be modest** with 
regard to Venus, but in his nature modesty in all things is 
ever innate. This you must needs consider, for she who is 
modest will not be corrupted by being at Bacchanalian revels. 
Dost see ? Thou rejoicest when many stand at thy gates^ and 

*' Dindorf truly says that this passage smacks rather of Proclus, than 
of Euripides, and I agree with him that its spuriousness is more than pro- 
bable. Had Euripides designed an etymological quibble, he would pro- 
bably have made some allusion to Merus, a mountain of India, where 
Bacchus is said to have been brought up. See Gurtius, viii. 10. '* Sita 
est sub radicibus mentis, quem Meron incolae appellant. Inde Greeci 
mentiendi traxere licentiam, Jovis femine liberum patrem esse celatum." 
Cf. Eustath. on Dionys. Perieg. 1159. Lucian. Dial. Deor. ix. and Her- 
mann on Orph. Hymn. Hi. 3. 

^^ The gifl of fiavTiKfi was supposed to follow initiation, and is often 
joined with the rites of this deity. Philostratus, Heroic, p. 22, ed. Boiss. 
'6Ti ^i) Koi fiavTucijc cro^iag ifi^opovvrai, Kal t6 xpijor/iw^cc airraic xpocr- 

** Cf. Hipppl. 443. K^^pic y^p oii 0opi|r6v, fiv iroXX^ pwy. 
*' I have followed Matthiae's interpretation of this passage. 
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the city extols the name of Pentheus; and he, I ween, is 
pleased, when honoured. I, then, and Cadmus whom you 
laugh to scorn, will crown ourselves with ivy, and dance, a 
hoary pair ; but still we must dance ; and I will not contend 
against the Grods, persuaded by your words — ^for you rave 
most grievously ; nor can you procure any cure from medicine, 
nor are you now afflicted beyond their power.^ 

Gho. O old man, thou dost not shame Apollo by thy words, 
and honouring Bromius, the mighty God, thou art wise. 

Cad. My son, well has Tiresias advised you ; dwell with 
us, not away from the laws. For now you flit about, and 
though wise are wise in nought ; for although this may not 
be a God, as you say, let it be said by you that he is ; and 
tell a glorious falsehood, that Semele may seem to have borne 
a God, and that honour may redound to all our race. You 
see the hapless fate of Actaeon,^^ whom his blood-thirsty 
hounds, whom he had reared up, tore to pieces in the meadows, 
having boasted that he was superior in the chace to Diana. 
This may you not suffer ; come, that I may crown thy head 
with ivy, with us give honour to the God — 

Pen. Do not bring your hand towards me ; but departing, 
play the Bacchanal, and wipe not off your folly on me ; but 
I will follow up with punishment this teacher of your mad- 
ness ; let some one go as quickly as possible, and going to his 
seat where he watches the birds, upset and overthrow it with 
levers, turning every thing upside down ; and commit his 
crowns to the winds and storms ; for doing this, I shall gnaw 
him most. And some of you going along the city, track out 
this effeminate stranger, who brings this new disease upon 
women, and pollutes our beds. And if you catch him, convey 
him hither bound ; that meeting with a judgment of stoning 
he may die, having seen a bitter revelry of Bacchus in 
Thebes. 

Ti. O wretched man ! how little knowest thou what thou 
sayest ! You are mad now, and before you was out of your 
mind. Let us go, O Cadmus, and entreat the G^, on behalf 
of him, savage though he be, and on behalf of the city, to do 
him no ill : but follow me with the ivy-clad staffj and try to 
support my body, and I will yours ; for it would be shamejful 

** See Hermann's note. 

*^ The fate of Actseon is often joined with that of Feiitheu». 
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for two old men to fall down : buv let that pass, for we must 
serve Bacchus, the son of Jove; but beware kst Pentheus 
bring grief into thy house, O Cadmus. I do not speak in 
prophecy, but judging £rom the state of things, for a foolish 
man says foolish l&ngs. 

Cho. O holy venerable Goddess ! holy,, who bearest thy 
golden pinions along the earth, hearest thou these words of 
Pentheus ? Hearest thou his unholy insolence against Bro- 
mius, the son of Semele, the first deity of the Gods, at the 
banquets where the guests wear beautiful chaplets ! who has 
this office, to join in dances, and to laugh with the flute, and 
to put an end to cares, when the juice of the grape comes at 
the feast of the Grods, and in the ivy-bearing banquets the 
goblet sheds sleep over man ? Of unbridled mouths and law- 
less folly misery is the end, but the life of quiet and wisdom 
remains unshaken, and supports a house ; for the heavenly 
powers are afar indeed, but still inhabiting the air, they behold 
the deeds of mortals. But cleverness^ is not wisdom, nor is 
the thinking on things unfit for mortals. life is short ; and 
in it who, pursuing great things, would not enjoy the present ? 
These are the manners of maniacs ; and of ill-disposed men, 
in my opinion. Would that I could go to Cyprus, the island 
of Venus, where the Loves dweU, soothing the minds of mor- 
tals, and to Paphos, which the waters of a foreign river flow- 
ing with an hundred^ mouths, fertilize without rain — ^and to 
the land of Pieria, where is the beautiful seat of the Muses, 
the holy hill of Olj^mpus. Lead me thither, Bromius, 
Bromius, O master thou of Bacchanals! There are the 
Graces, and there is Love, and there is it lawful for the Bac- 
chae to celebrate their orgies ; the God, the Boa of Jove, de- 
lights in banquets, and loves Peaces giver of riches, the 
Goddess the nourisher of youths. And both to the rich and 
the poor^^ has she granted to enjoy an equal delight from 
wine, banishing grief; and he who does not care for these 
things, hates to lead a happy life by day and by friendly n%ht 
— ^but it is wise^ to keep away the mind and intellect pro- 

'^ i. e. OYer-cunning in regard to religious matters. Cf. 200. Mkp 
(ro<J>iZ6iJLi<T9a roXai Saifiotriv. 
'^ Probably a mere hyperbole to denote great fruitfulness. See Elmsley. 
«^ Cf. Hor. Od. ill. 21, 20. 
" I follow Dindorf in reading <ro^d ^, but am scarcely satisfied. 
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ceeding from over-curioas men ; what the baser multitude 
thinks and adopts, that will I say. 

Seevant. Fentheus, we are here ; having caught this prey, 
for which you sent us : nor have we gone in vain ; but the 
beast was docile in our hands, nor did he withdraw his foot 
in flight, but yielded not unwillingly ; nor did he [turn] pale 
nor change his wine-complexioned cheek, but laughing, aUowed 
us to bind and lead him away ; and remained still, making my 
work easy ; and I for shame said, O stranger, I do not take 
you of my own will, but by order of Pentheus who sent me. 
And the Bacchse whom you shut up, whom you carried off 
and bound in the chains of the public prison, they being set 
loose are escaped, and are dancing in the meadows, invoking 
Bromius as their God, and of their own accord the fetters 
were loosed from their feet, and the keys opened the doors 
without mortal hand, and full of many wonders is this man 
come to Thebes ; but the rest must be thy care. 

Pen. Take hold of him by the hands ; for being in the toils, 

* he is not so swift as to escape me : but .in your body you are 
not ill-formed, O stranger, for women's purposes, on which ac- 
count you have come to Thebes. For your hair is long, not 
through wrestling, scattered over your cheeks, full of desire, 
and you have a white skin from careful preparation ; hunting 
after Venus by your beauty not exposed to strokes of the sun, 

• but [kept] beneath the shade. First then tell me who thou 
art in family. 

Bac. There is no boast; but this is easy to say; thou 
knowest by hearsay of the flowery Tmolus ? 

Pen. I know, [the hill] which surrounds the city of Sardis. 

Bac. Thence am I ; and Lydia is my country. 

Pen. And whence do you bring these rites into Greece ? 

Bac. Bacchus persuaded us, the son of Jove. 

Pen. Is Jove then one who begets new Gods ? 

Bac. No, but having married Semele here, — 

Pen. Did he compel you by night, or in your sight [by 

day]? , ' ^ 

Bac. Seeing me who saw him ; and he gave me orgies. 

Pen. And what appearance have these orgies? 

Bac. It is unlawful for the uninitiated among mortals to 
know. 

Pen. And have they any profit to those who sacrifice ? 

8 2 
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Bac. It is not lawful for jou to hear, but they are worth 
knowing. 

Fen. You have well coined this story, that I may wish to 
hear. 

Bac. The orgies of the God hate him who works impiety. 

Pen. For you say, forsooth, that you saw the God clearly 
what he was like ? 

Bac. As he chose ; I did not order this. 

Pen. This too you have well contrived, saying mere non- 
sense. 

Bac. One^may seem, speaking wisely to one ignorant^ not 
to be wise. 

Pen. And did you come hither first, bringing the God ? 

Bac. Every one of the barbarians celebrates these orgies. 

Pen. [Ay,] for they are much less wise than Greeks. 

Bac. In these things they are wiser, but their laws are 
different. 

Pen. Do you practise these rites at night, or by day ? 

Bac. Most of them at night ;^ darkness conveys awe. 

Pen. This is treacherous towards women, and unsound. 

Bac. Even by day some may devise base things. 

Pen. You must pay the penalty of your evil devices. 

Bac. And you of your ignorance, being impious to the 
God. 

Pen. How bold is Bacchus, and not unpractised in speech. 

Bac. Say what I must suffer, what ill wilt thou do me ? 

Pen. First I will cut off your delicate hair. 

Bac. The hair is sacred, I cherish it for the God.** 

Pen. Next yield up this thyrsus out of your hands. 

Bac. Take it from me yourself, I bear it as the ensign of 
Bacchus. 

Pen. And we will guard your body within in prison. 

Bac. The God himself wUl release me when I wish." 

*' Hence his epithet of Bacchus NvcriXioc* See Herm. on Oiph. 
Hymn. xlix. 3. 

*^ See my note on ^sch. Choeph. 7. 

*> Cf. Porson Advers. p. 265. Hor. Ep. i. 16, 73. ** Vir bonus et sapiens 
audebit dicere Pentheu, Rector Thebarum, quid me perferre patique In- 
dignum coges ? Adima bona, nempe pecus, rem, Lectos, argentum : tollas 
licet. In manicis et Gompedibus seevo te sub custode tenebo. Ipse 
deus, simul atque volam, me solyet. Opinor, Hoc sentit : moriar. Mors 
ultima linea renim est." 
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Pen. Ay, when you call him, standing among the BacchaB. 

Bao. Even now, being near, he sees what I suffer. 

Pen. And where is he ? for at least he is not apparent to 
my eyes. 

Bag. Near me, but you being impious, see him not. 

Pen. Seize him, he insults me and Thebes I 

Bag. I warn you not to bind me : I in my senses command 
you not in your senses. 

Pen. And I bid them to bind you, as being mightier than 
you. 

Bac. You know not why you live, nor what you do, nor 
who you are. 

Pen. Pentheus, son of Agave, and of my father Echion. 

Bac. You are suited to be miserable according to your 
name.** 

Pen. Begone ! confine him near the stable of horses that 
he may behold dim darkness ! There dance ; and as for these 
women whom you bring with you, the accomplices in your 
wickedness, we will either sell them away, or stopping their 
hand from this noise and beating of skins, I will keep them 
as slaves at the loom. 

Bag. I will go— for what is not right it is not right to suf- 
fer ; but as a punishment for these insults Bacchus shall pur- 
sue you, who you say exists not ; for, injuring us, you put him 
in bonds. 

Cho. O daughter of Achelous, venerable Dirce, happy vir- 
gin, for thou didst receive the infant of Jove in thy fountains 
when Jove who begat him saved him in his thigh from the 
immortal fire ; uttering this shout : Go, O Dithyrambus, enter 
this my male womb, I will make you illustrious, O Bacchus, 
in Thebes, so that they shall call you by this name. But you, 
happy Dirce, reject me having a garland-bearing company 
about you. Why dost thou reject me ? Why dost thou avoid 
me ? Yet, I swear by the clustering delights of the vine of 
Bacchus, yet shall you have a care for Bacchus. What rage, 
what rage does the earth-born race show, and Pentheus once 
descended from the dragon, whom the earth-bom Echion be- 
gat, a fierce-faced monster, not a mortal man, but like a bloody 
giant, an enemy to the Gods, who will soon bind me, the hand- 
maid of Bacchus, in halters, he already has within the house 
» Punning on vMog, grief* Cf. Arist. Rhet. ii. 23, 29. 
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my fellow-reveller, hidden in a dark prison. Dost thou be- 
hold this, O son of Jove, Bacchus, thy prophets in the dan- 
gers of restraint ? Come, O thou of golden face, brandishing 
your thyrsus along Olympus, and restrain the insolence of the 
blood-thirsty man. Where art thou assembling thy bands of 
thyrsus-bearers, Bacchus, is it near Nysa which nourishes 
wild beasts, or in the summits g£ Corycus?^ or perhaps in 
the deep-wooded lairs of Olympus, where formerly Orpheus 
playing the lyre drew together the trees by his songs, collected 
the beasts of the fields ; O happy Fieria, Evius respects you, 
and will come to lead the dance with revellings having crossed 
the swiftly-fiowing Axius, he will bring the dancing Mtenads, 
and [leaving] Lydia^ the giver of wealth to mortis, and the 
father whom I have heard fertilizes the country renowned for 
horses with the fairest streams. 

Bag. Io I hear ye, hear ye my song, lo Bacche ! O 
Bacch» ! 

Gho. Who is here, who ? from what quarter did the shout 
of Evius summon me ? 

Bac. Io, Io, I say again ! I, the son of Semele, the son of 
Jove I 

Gho. Io I Io ! Master, master ! come now to our company. 
O Bromius ! Bromius ! Shake this place, O holy Earth ! '^ O ! 
O I quickly will the palace of Fentheus be shaken in ruin — 
Bacchus is in the halls. Worship him. We worship him. 
Behold these stone buttresses shaken with their pillars. Bac- 
chus will shout in the palace. 

Bac. Light the burning fiery lamp ; bum, bum the house 
of Fentheus. 

Se)£. Alas ! Dost thou not behold the fire, nor perceive 
around the sacred tomb of Semele the flame which formerly 
the bolt-bearing thunder of Jupiter left ? 

" i. e. of Parnassus. Elmsley (after Stanl. on £sch. Eum. 22.) re- 
marks that JLutpvtlc nirpa means the Corycian cave in Parnassus, Kw- 
pvKiai Kopwpai, the heights of Parnassus. 

** Hermann and Dindorf correct AoiSlav from Herodot. vli. 127. 

'* The earth and buildings were supposed to shake at the presence of 
a' deity. Gf. CalUmach. Hymn. Apol. sub init. Virg. ^n. iii. 90 ; yi. 2.%. 
For the present instance Kounus, 45. p. 751. 

fiiti y auTolKiKTov io-etcTo Uufdiot aviXJi, 
iikKiviuu <r<l>aipri66if Avdtaaovo'a 9ifiid\tov, 
Kal TToXswv dsiovtiTo dopatv ivotriy^dovt iroKfitf 
irnfunTot itrvofiivoio irpodyyt\o9 
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Sem. Cast on the ground .your trembling bodies, cast them 
down, O Maenads, for the king turning things upside down 
is coming to this palace, [Bacchus,] the son of Jupiter. 

Bag. O barbarian women ! have ye fallen to the ground 
thus stricken with fear? Ye have felt, it seems, Bacchus 
shaking the house of Pentheus ; but lift up your bodies, and 
take courage, casting off fear from your flesh. 

Cho. O thou most mighty light to us of Evian Bacchic 
rites, how gladly do I see thee, being before alone and deso- 
late! 

Bac. Ye came to despair, when I was sent in, as about to 
fall into the dark prison of Pentheus. 

Cho. How not ? — who was my guardian if you met with 
misfortune ? but how were you liberated, having met with an 
impious man ? 

Bac. I delivered myself easily without trouble. 

Cho. And did he not bind your hands in links of chains ? 

Bao. In this too I mocked him ; for, thinking to bind me, 
he neither touched nor handled me, but fed on hope; and 
finding a bull in the stable, where having taken me, he con- 
fined me, he cast halters round the knees pf that, and the hoofs 
of its feet;^ breathing out fury, stilling sweat from his 
body, gnashing his teeth in his lips. But I, being near, sit- 
ting quietly, looked on; and, in the mean time, Bacchus 
coming, shook the house, and kindled a flame on the tomb of 
his mother ; and he, when he saw it, thinking the house was 
burning, rushed to and fro, calling to the servants to bring 
water,*' and every servant was at work toiling in vain ; and 
letting go this labour, I having escaped, seizing a dark sword 
he rushes into the house, and then Bromius, as it seems to me, 
I speak my (pinion, made an appearance in the palace, and 
he rushing towards it, rushed on and stabbed at the bright 
SLiT,^ as if slaying me ; and besides this, Bacchus afiiicts him 
with these other things; and threw down his house to the 

^ The madness of Ajax led to a similar delusion. Cf. Soph. Aj. 
SGsqq. 

*> Compare a fragment of Didymus apud Macrob. Sat. y. 18» who states 
'AxcXwoy irav vdwp 'Ritpifrldrie pijcriv kv *Y'^ivvXy, See also comm. on 
Virg. Georg. i. 9. 

'• The reader of Scott will call to mind the fine description of Ireton 
miging at the air, in a paroxysm of fanatic raving. See " Woodstock.*' 
3o also Orestes in Iph. Taur. 296 sqq. 
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gfOQnd, and every thing was shivered in pieces, while he be- 
held my bitter chains ; and from fatigue dropping his sword, 
he falls exhausted — for he being a man, dared to join battle 
with a God : and I quietly getting out of the house am come 
to you, not regarding Fentheus. But, as it seems to me, a 
shoe sounds in the house ; he will soon come out in front of 
the house. What will he say after this ? I shall easily bear 
him, even if he comes vaunting greatly, for it is the part of a 
wise man to practise prudent moderation. 

Pen. I have suffered terrible things, the stranger baa 
escaped me, who was lately coerced in bonds. Hollo I here is 
the man ; what is this ? how do you appear near my house, 
haying come out ? 

Bac. Stay your foot ; and substitute/ calm steps for 
anger. 

Pen. How come you out, having escaped your chains ? 

Bag. Did I not say, or did you not hear, that some one 
would deliver me ? ^ 

Pen. Who ? for you are always introducing strange things. 

Bac. He who produces the rich-clustering vine for morr 
tals. 

Pen. This is a fine reproach you chaise on Bacchus ; I 
order ye to close every tower aU round. 

Bag. Why ? do not Grods pass over walls too ? 

Pen. You are wise, wise at least in all save what you should 
be wise in. 

Bag. In what I most ought, in that I was bom wise ; but 
first learn, hearing his words who is come from the mountain 
to bring a message to you ; but we will await you, we will 
not fly. 

Messenger. Pentheus, ruler o'er this Theban land, I come, 
having left Cithaeron, where never have the brilliant flakes of 
white snow fallen.^ 

Pen. But bringing what important news are you come ? 

Mes. Having seen the holy Bacchse, who driven by mad- 
ness have darted their fair feet from this land, have I come, 
wishing to tell you and the city, O king, what awful things 
they do, things beyond marvel ; and I wish to hear whether 
in freedom of speech I shall tell you the matters there, or 
whether I shall repress my report, for I fear, O king, the 
^ dviiaaVf aolmmtur, liqueacunL Brodbus. 
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hastiness of thj mind, and jour keen temper, and too imperi- 
ous disposition.^^ 

Fen. Speak, as you shall he in all things hlameless as far 
as I am oonoemed ; for it is not meet to he wrath with the 
just; and in proportion as you speak worse things of the 
Baochae, so much the more wHl we punish this man who has 
taught these tricks to the women. 

Mss. I was just now driving up to the heights the herd of 
calves, when the sun sends forth his rays warming the land, 
and I see three companies of dances of women, of one of 
which Autonoe was chief; of a second, thy mother. Agave ; 
and Ino led the third dance; and they were all sleeping, 
relaxed in their hodies, some resting their locks against the 
leaves of pine, and some laying their heads at random on the 
leaves of oak in the ground, modestly, not, as you say, that, 
drunk with the gohlet and the noise of the flute, they solitary 
hunt Venus through the wood. But thy mother standing in 
the midst of the Bacchae, raised a shout, to wake their hodies 
from sleep, when she heard the lowing of the homed oxen ; 
hut they, casting off refreshing sleep from their eyes, started 
upright, a marvel to hehold for their elegance, young, old, and 
virgins yet unyoked. And first they let loose their hair over 
their shoulders; and arranged their deer-skins, as many as 
had had the fastenings of their knots unloosed, and they girded 
the dappled hides with serpents licking their jaws — and some 
having in their arms a kid, or the wild whelps of wolves, gave 
them white milk, all those who, having lately had children, 
had hreasts still full, having left their infants, and they put 
on their ivy chaplets, and garlands of oak and hlossoming 
yew; and one having taken a thyrsus, struck it against a 
rock, whence a dewy stream of water springs out ; another 
placed her wand on the ground, and then the Gk)d sent up a 
spring of wine. And as many as had craving for the white 
drink, scratching the earth with the tips of their fingers, ob- 
tained abundance of milk; and from the ivy thyrsi sweet 
streams of honey dropped, so that, had you been present, be- 
holding these thmgs, you would have approached with prayers 
that God whom you now blame. And we came together, 
herdsmen and shepherds, to reason with one another concern- 
ing this strange matter, what terrible things and worthy of 

«• Cf. Soph. Ant. 243 sqq. 
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marvel thej do ; and some one, a wanderer about the city, and 
practised in speaking, said to us all, O ye who inhabit the holj 
downs of the mountains, will je that we hunt out Agave, the 
mother of Pentheus, back from the revels, and do the king a 
pleasure ? And he seemed to us to speak well, and hiding our- 
selves, we lay in ambush in the foliage of the thickets ; and 
they, at the appointed hour, waved the thyrsus in their solem- 
nities, calling on lacchus with united voice, the son of Jove, 
Bromius ; and the whole mountain and the beasts were in a 
revel 7 and nothing was unmoved by their running; and Agave 
was bounding near to me, and I sprang forth, as wishing to 
seize her, leaving my ambush where I was hidden. But she 
cried out, O my fleet hounds, we are hunted by these men ; 
but follow me, follow, armed with thyrsi in your hands. We 
then flying, avoided the tearing of the Bacchse, but they sprang 
on the heifers browsing the grass with unarmed hand, and 
you might see one rending asunder a fatted lowing calf, and 
others rent open cows^and you might see either ribs, or a 
cloven-footed hoof, tossed here and there, and hanging 'neath 
the pine-trees the fragments were dripping, dabbled in gore ; 
and the fierce bulls b^ore showing their fury with their horns, 
were thrown to the ground, overpowered by myriads of maiden 
hands ; and quicker were the coverings of flesh torn asunder 
by the royal maids than you could shut your eyes ; and like 
birds raised in their course, they proceed along the level plain, 
which by the streams of the Asopus produce the fertile crop 
of the Thebans, and falling on Hysiaa and Erythrse,** which 
are below Cithseron, they turned every thing upside down ; 
they dragged children from the houses ; and whatever they 
put on their shoulders stuck there without chains, and fell not 
on the dark plain, neither brass nor iron ; and they bore fire 
on their tresses, and it burnt not ; but some from rage betook 
themselves to arms, being plundered by the Bacchse, the sight 
of which was fearful to behold, O king ! For their pointed 
spear was not made bloody, but the women hurling the thyrsi 
from their hands, wounded them, and turned their backs to 
flight, women [defeating] men ; not without the aid of some 
God. And they went back again to whence they had de- 
parted, to the same fountains which the God had caused to 

*^ These two cities were in ruins in the time of Pausanias. See ix. 3 
p. 714, ed. Kuhn. 
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spring up for them, and they washed off the blood ; and the 
snakes with their tongues cleaned off the drops from their 
cheeks. Receive then, O master, this deity, whoever he be, 
in this city, since he is mighty in other respects, and they say 
this too of him, as I hear, that he has given mortals the vine 
which puts an end to grief, — for where wine exists not there 
is no longer Venus, nor any thing pleasant to men.^^ 

Cho. I fear to speak unshackled words to the king, but 
still they shall be spoken ; Bacchus is inferior to none of the 
Grods. 

Pen. Already like fire does this insolence of the Bacchas 
extend thus near, a great reproach to the Greeks. But I 
must not hesitate ; go to the £lectra gates, bid all the shield- 
bearers and riders of swift-footed horses to assemble, and all 
who brandish the light shield, and twang with their hand the 
string of the bow, as we will make an attack upon the Bac- 
chffi ; but it is too much, if we are to suffer what we are suf- 
fering at the hands of women. 

Bac. O Fentheus, you obey not at all hearing my words ; 
but although suffering ill at your hands, still I say that you 
ought not to take up arms against a God, but to rest quiet ; 
Bromius will not endure your moving the Bacchce from their 
Evian mountains. 

Pen. You shall not teach me; but be content,^' having 
escaped from prison, or else I will again bring punishment 
upon you. 

Bag. I would rather sacrifice to him than, being wrath, 
kick against the pricks ; a mortal against a God. 

Pen. I will sacrifice, making a great slaughter of the 
women, as they deserve, in the glens of Cithaeron. 

Bac. You vnll all fly, (and that will be shameful,) so as to 
yield your brazen shields to the thyrsi of the Bacche. 

Pen. We are troubled with this impracticable stranger, 
who neither suffering nor doing will be «ilent 

Bag. My friend, there is still opportunity to arrange these 
things welL 

Prn. By doing what ? being a slave to my slaves ? 

*' Cf. Athenaeus, p. 40. B. Terent. Eun. iv. 5. " Sine Cerere et Li- 
bero friget Venus." Apul. Met. ii. p., 119, ed. Elm. "Ecce, inquam, 
Veneris hortator et armiger Liber advenit ultro," where see Priceus. 

** More literally, perhaps, " keep it and be thankful." 
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Bac. I will bring the women here without arms. 

Pen. Alas ! you are contriving some trick against me. 

Bac. Of what sort, if I wish to save jou bj my con- 
trivances ? 

Pen. You have devised this together, that je may have 
your revellings for ever. 

Bac. And indeed, know this, I agreed on it with the God. 

Pen. Bring hither the arms ! and do jou cease to speak. 

Bac. Hah ! Do you wish to see them sitting on the moun- 
tains ? 

Pen. Very much, if I gave countless weight of gold for it. 

Bac. But why ? have you fallen into a great wish for this? 

Pen. I should like to see them drunk grievously [for them]. 

Bac. Would you then gladly see what is grievous to you ? 

Pen. To be sure, sitting quietly under the pines. 

Bac. But they will track you out, even though you come 
secretly. 

Pen. But [I will come] openly, for you have said this well. 

Bac. Shall I then guide you? and will you attempt the 
way? 

Pen. Lead me as quickly as possible ; for I do not grudge 
you the time. 

Bac. Put on then linen garments on your body. 

Pen. What then, shall I be reckoned among women, being 
a man? 

Bac. Lest they slay you if you be seen there, being a man. 

Pen. You say this well, and you have been long wise. 

Bac. Bacchus taught me this wisdom. 

Pen. How then can these things which you advise me be 
well done ? 

Bac. I will attire you, going into the house. 

Pen. With what dress — a woman's ? but shame pos- 
sesses me. 

Bac. Do you no longer wish to be a spectator of the 
Maenads ? 

Pen. But what attire do you bid me put on my body? 

Bac. I will spread out your hair at length on your head. 

Pen. And what is the next point of my equipment ? 

Bac. a garment down to your feet ; and you shall have a 
turban on your head. 

Pen. Shall you put any thing else on me besides this ? 
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Bag. a thyrsus in your hand, and the dappled hide of a 
deer. 

Pen. I cannot wear a woman's dress. 

Bag. But you will sh^ blood if you join battle with the 
BacchsB. 

Pex. True ; we must first go and see. 

Bag. That is wisei^at least thanlo h^nt evils with evils. 

Pen. And how shall I go through the city escaping the 
notice of the Cadmeaiis? ^ 

Bag. We will go by deserted roads^and I will guide you. 

Pen. Every thing is better than for the Bacchae to mock me. 

Bag. We will go into the house and consider what seems 
best. 

Pen. We can do what we like ; my part is completely pre- 
pared. Let us go ; for either I will go bearing arms, or I will 
be guided by your counsels. 

Bag. O women I the man is in the toils,^^ and he will come 
to the BacchaB, where, dying, he will pay the penalty. Now, 
Bacchus, 'tis thine office, for you are not far off. Let us punish 
him ; but first drive him out of his wits, inspiring vain frenzy, 
since, being in his right mind, he will not be willing to put on 
a female dress, but driving him out of his senses he will put 
it on ; and I wish him to furnish laughter to the Thebans, 
being led in woman's guise through the city, after ^ his former 
threats, with which he was terrible. But I will go to fit on 
Pentheus the dress, which, having taken, he shall die, slain by 
his mother's hand. And he shall know Bacchus, the son of 
Jupiter, who is in fact to men at once the most terrible, and 
the mildest of deities.*® 

Cho. Shall I move my white foot in the night-long dance, 
honouring Bacchus, exposing my neck to the dewy air, sport- 
ing hke a fawn in the verdaiit delights of the m^, when it 
has escaped a fearful chase beyond the watch of the well- 
woven nets, (and the huntsman cheering hastens on the course 
of his hounds,) and with toil like the swift storm ^^ rushes 

** Theocrit. i. 40. fdya dlxTvov Ic P6\ov SXcct. 

** But Ik twv dnttXwv conveys a notion of change «= inateeui of. 

^ Elmsley remarks that dv9pw7rot(n belongs to both members of the 
sentence. I have therefore supplied. The sense may be illustrated from 
Hippol. 5 sq. 

*7 See Matthias. 
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along the plain that skirts the river, exulting in the. solitude 
apart from men, and in the thickets of the shadj-foliaged 
wood ? What is wisdom, what is a more glorious gift from 
the Gods among mortals than to hold one's hand on the heads 
of one's enemies ? What is good is al¥ra7S pleasant ; divine 
strength is roused with difficulty, hut still is sure, and it chas- 
tises those mortals who honour folly, and do not extol the 
Gods in their insane mind. But the Gods cunningly conceal 
the long foot^ of time, and hunt the impious man ; for it is 
not right to determine or plan any thing heyond the laws : for 
it is a light expense to deem that that has power whatever is 
divine, and that what has heen law for a long time has its 
origin in nature. What is wisdom, what is a more nohle gift 
from the Gods among men, than to hold one's hand on the 
heads of one's enemies ? what is honourahle is always pleasant. 
Happy is he who has escaped from the wave of the sea, and 
arrived in harhour.^ Happy, too, is he who has overcome 
his labours ; and one surpasses another in different ways, in 
wealth and power. Still are there innumerable hopes to in- 
numerable men, some result in wealth to mortals, and some 
fail, but I call him happy whose life is happy day by day. 

Bac. You, who are eager to see what you ought not, and 
hasty to do a deed not of haste, I mean Pentheus, come forth 
before the house, be seen by me, having the costume of a 
woman, of a frantic Bacchant, as a spy upon your mother 
and her company ! In appearance, you are Hke one of the 
daughters of Cadmus. 

Pen. And indeed I think I see two suns,^^ and twin Thebes, 
and seven-gated city ; and you seem to guide me, being like 
a bull, and horns seem to grow on your head. But were you 
ever a beast ? for you look like a bulL 

Bac. The God accompanies us, not propitious formerly, but 
now at truce with us. You see what you should see. 

Pen. How do I look ? Does not my standing seem like 
that of Ino, or of Agave, my mother ? 

** i. e. step. This is ndicaled by Aristoph. Ran. iOO, where the Scho- 
liast quotes a similur example from our author's Alexandra. 

*^ Compare Havercamp on Lucret. ii. sub init. 

^ Compare Virgil, Mn» It. 469. " Et solem geminnm, et duplices se 
ostendere Thebas." In the second passage of Clemens Alexandrums 
quoted by Elmsley, yiputv is probably a mistaken reference to Tiresias. 
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Bag. I seem to see them as I behold you ; but this lock of 
hair of yours is out of its place, not as I dressed it beneath 
the turban. 

Pen. Moving it within-doors backwards and forwards, and 
practising Bacchic revelry, I disarranged it. 

Bag. But we who ought to wait upon you will again re- 
arrange it. But hold up your head. 

Fen. Look, do you arrange it, for we depend on you. 

Bag. And your girdle is loosened, and the fringes of your 
garments do not extend regularly round your legs. 

Fen. They seem so to me, too, about the right foot at least ; 
but on this side the robe sits well along the leg. 

Bag. Will you not think me the first of your friends when, 
contraiT to your expectation, you see the BacchaB acting 
modestly ? 

Fen. But shall I be more Hke a Bacchant holding th3 thyr- 
sus in my right hand, or in this ? 

Bag. You should [hold it in] your right hand, and raise 
it at the same time with your right foot ; and I praise you for 
having changed your mind. 

Fen. Could I bear on my shoulders the glens of Cithasron, 
Bacchse and all ? 

Bag. You could- if you were willing ; but you had your 
mind unsound before ; but now you have such as you ought. 

Fen. Shall we bring levers, or shall I tear them up with 
my hands, putting my shoulder or arm under the summits ? 

Bag. No, lest you ruin the habitations of the Nymphs, and 
the seats of Fan where he plays his pipes. 

Fen. You speak well, — it is not with strength we should 
conquer women ; but I will hide my body among the pines. 

Bag. Hide you the hiding in which you should be hidden, 
coming as a crafty spy on the Maenads. 

Fen. And, indeed, I think to catch them in the thickets, like 
birds in the sweet nets of beds. 

Bag. You go then as a watch for this very thing ; and per- 
haps you will catch them, if you be not caught first. 

Fen. Conduct me through the middle of the Theban land, 
for I am the only man of them who would dare these things. 

Bag. You alone labour for this city, you alone ; therefore 

the labours, which are meet,*^ await you. But follow me, I 

'^ An obscure hint at the impending fate of Pentheus. Nonnus has 
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am your saving guide, some one else will gaide jou away from 
thence. 

Pen. Yes, my mother. 

Bag. Being remarkable any>ng all. 

Pen. For this purpose do I come. 

Bag. You will depart being borne." 

Pen. You allude to my deUcacy. 

Bag. In the hands of your mother. 

Pen. And wilt thou compel me to be effeminate ? 

Bag. Ay, with such effeminacy. 

Pen. I lay mine haud to worthy things. 

Bag. You are terrible, terrible : and you go to terrible 
sufferings ; so that you shall find a renown reaching to heaven. 
Spread out, O Agave, your hands, and ye, her sister, daughters 
of Cadmus ! I lead this young man to a mighty contest ; 
and the conqueror shall be I and Bacchus ! The rest the mat- 
ter itself will show. 

Cho. Go, ye fieet hounds of madness, go to the mountain 
where the daughters of Cadmus hold their company ; drive 
them raving against the frantic spy on the Meenads, — him in 
woman's attire. First shall his mother from some smooth 
rock or paling, behold him in ambush ; and she will cry out 
to the Msenads : Who is this of the Cadmeans who has come 
to the mountain, the mountain, as a spy on us, who are on 
the mountain ? lo Bacchae ! Who brought him forth ? for 
he was not born of the blood of women : but, as to his race, he 
is either born of some lion, or of the Libyan Gorgons. Let 
manifest justice go forth, let it go with sword in hand, slay- 
ing the godless, lawless, unjust, earth-bom offspring of Echion 
through the throat; who, with wicked mind and unjust rage 
about your orgies, O Bacchus, and those of thy mother," with 
raving heart and mad disposition proceeds as about to over- 
come an invincible deity by force. To possess without pre- 
text a wise understanding in respect to the Gods, and [a 
disposition] befitting mortals, is a life ever free from grief. 

led the way to the catastrophe by a graphic description of Agave's dream. 
Dionys. 45. p. 751. 

^^ ^ip6iuvoQ may mean either " carried in a littef ," or " carried to 
burial." There is a somewhat similar play in the epigram of Ausonius, 
xxiii. '* Mater Laceena clypeo obarmans filium, cum hoc, inquit, aut in 
hoc, redi.*' 

^ Burges more rightly reads ftarpoQ re Tac. See Elmsley's note. 
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I joyfully hunt after wisdom, if apart from envj, but the 
other conduct is evidently ever great throughout life, direct- 
ing one rightly the live-long day, to reverence things honour- 
able.^^ Appear as a bull, or a many-headed dragon, or a fiery 
lion, to be seen. Go, O Bacchus ! cast a snare around the 
hunter of the Bacchae, with a smiling face falling upon the 
deadly crowd of the Maenads. 

Mes. O house, which wast formerly prosperous in Greece ! 
house of the Sidonian old man, who sowed in the land the 
earth-bom harvest of the dragon; how I lament for you, 
though a slave. But still the [calamities] of their masters are 
a grief to good servants. 

Cho. But what is the matter ? Tellest thou any news from 
the BacchsB ? 

Mes. Pentheus is dead, the son of his father Echion. 

Cho. O, king Bacchus ! truly you appear a great God ! 

Mes. How sayest thou ? Why do you say this ? Do you, 
O woman, delight at my master being unfortunate ? 

Cho. I, a foreigner, celebrate it in foreign strains ; for no 
longer do I crouch in fear under my fetters. 

Mes. But do you think Thebes thus void of men ? 

Cho. Bacchus, Bacchus, not Thebes, has my allegiance. 

Mes. You, indeed, may be pardoned ; still, O woman, it is 
not right to rejoice at the misfortunes which have been 
brought to pass. 

Cho. Tell me, say, by what fate is the wicked man doing 
wicked things dead, O man ? 

Mes. When having left Therapnae of this Theban land, we 
crossed the streams of Asopus, we entered on the height of 
Cithffiron, Pentheus and I, for I was following my master, and 
the stranger who was our guide in this search, for the sight : 
first, then, we sat down in a grassy vale, keeping our steps 
and tongues in silence, that we might see, not being seen ; and 
there was a valley surrounded by precipices, irrigated with 
streams, shaded around with pines, where the Maenads were 
sitting employing their hands in pleasant labours, for some of 
them were again crowning the worn-out thyrsus, so as to 

** As one must make some translation, I have done my best with this 
passage, which is, however, utterly unintelligible in Dindorf s text. A 
reference to his selection of notes will furnish some new readings, but, as 
a whole, quite unsatisfactory. 

T 
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make it leafy with ivy ; and some, like horses quitting the 
painted yoke, shouted in reply to another a Bacchic melody. 
And the miserable Fentheus, not seeing the crowd of women, 
spake thus : O stranger, where we are standing, I cannot come 
at the place where is the dance of the Maenads ; but climbing 
a mound, or pine with lofty neck, I could well discern the 
shameful deeds of the Maenads. And on this I now see a 
strange deed of the stranger ; for seizing hold of the extreme 
lofty branch of a pine, he pulled it down, pulled it, pulled it 
to the dark earth, and it was bent like a bow, or as a curved 
wheel worked by a lathe describes a circle as it revolves, thus 
the stranger, pulling a mountain bough with his hands, bent 
it to the earth; doing no mortal's deed; and having placed 
Pentheus on the pine branches, he let it go upright through 
his hands steadily, taking care that it should not shake him 
off; and the pine stood finn upright to the sky, bearing on its 
back my master, sitting on it ; and he was seen rather than 
saw the Maenads, for sitting on high he was apparent, as not 
before.^^ And one could no longer see the stranger, but there 
was a certain voice from the sky ; Bacchus, as one might con- 
jecture, shouted out: youthful women, I bring you him 
who made you and me and my orgies a laughing-stock : but 
punish ye him. And at the same time he cried out, and sent 
forth to heaven and earth a light of holy fire;^ and the air 
was silent, and the fair meadowed grove kept its leaves in 
silence, and you could not hear the voice of the beasts ; but 
they not distinctly receiving the voice, stood upright, and cast 
their eyes around. And again he proclaimed his ^bidding. 
And when the daughters of Cadmus recognised the distinct 
command of Bacchus, they rushed forth, having in the eager 
running of their feet a speed not less than that of a dove ; his 
mother. Agave, and her kindred sisters, and all the Bacchae : 
and frantic with the inspiration of the God, they bounded 
through the torrent-streaming valley, and the clefts. But 
when they saw my master sitting on the pine, first they threw 
at him handfuls of stones, striking his head, mounting on an 

** Compare the parallel account in Nonnus, 46. p. 784. 

•• Alluded to by Oppian, Cyn. iv. 300. dvrt <rlXac pXoytpbv xarpmw, 
dv $* h\k\fitov TaXaVy drapTtipov S' ovaaov riotv Stxa rvpdwov* He 
then relates that Pentheus was transformed into a bull> the Menada into 
panthers, who tore him to pieces. 
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opposite piled rock ; and with pine branches some aimed, and 
some hurled their thyrsi through the air at Pentheus, wretched 
mark;^^ but they failed of their purpose; for he having a 
height too great for their eagerness, sat, wretched, destitute 
through perplexity. But at last thundering together.^ some 
oaken branches, they tore up the roots with levers not of 
iron ; and when they could not accomplish the end of their 
labours, Agave said. Come, standing round in a circle, seize 
each a branch, O MaBuads, that we may take the beast ^^ who 
has climbed aloft, that he may not tell abroad the secret dances 
of the Grod. And they applied their innumerable hands to the 
pine, and tore it up from the ground ; and sitting on high, 
Pentheus faUs to the ground from on high, with numberless 
lamentations ; for he knew that he was near to ilL And first 
his mother, as the priestess, began his slaughter, and falls 
upon him ; but he threw the turban from his hair, that the 
wretched Agave, recognising him, might not slay him ; and 
touching her cheek, he says, I, indeed, O mother, am thy 
child,^ Pentheus, whom you bore in the house of Echion ; 
but pity me, O mother ! and do not slay me, thy child, for 
Toy sins. But she, foaming and rolling her eyes every 
way, not thinking as she ought to think, ivas possessed 
by Bacchus, and he did not persuade her; and seizing his 
left hand with her hand, treading on the side of the unhappy 
man, she tore off his shoulder, not by [her own] strength, but 
the Grod gave facility to her hands ; and Ino completed the 
work on the other side, tearing his flesh. And Autonoe and 
the whole crowd of the Bacchae pressed on ; and there was a 

'7 frrdxoc is either the aim itself, or the mark aimed at, as in this pas- 
sage, and Xenoph. Ages. 1. 25. 

^ 1 have done my best with this extraordinary expression, of which 
Elmsley quotes another example from Archilochus Fragm. 36. Perhaps 
the notion of excessive rapidity is intended to be expressed. 

** Oijp seems metaphorically said, as in ^sch. Bum. 47. Nonnus, 45. 
p. 784, 23. above, 922. 

M Compare Nonnus, 46. p. 784* 

Kal Tore /liu \lirt \6trcra vooa'<f>a\i(n Aiov6<rov, 

Kal irporipav <f>piva9 icrx* t6 ttiiTtpoV d/i<l>l Sk yoiif 

ytiTova iroT/iov ^X^'' Kti/vpiiv itt>0iy^aTO ^eoinji/. 

«««««« 

/inrtp ifih ivcrfit\rtp dirt)i/eo« toxio Xuo-o-tis, 

6^a iroQiv KoKiii^ fit t6» viia. 

The whole passage is very elegant, and even pathetic. 

T 2 
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noise of all together ; he, indeed, groaning as much as he bad 
life in him, and they shouted ; and one bore his arm, another 
his foot, shoe and all ; and his sides were bared bj their tear- 
ings, and the whole band, with gory hands, tore to pieces the 
flesh of Pentheus : and his body lies in different places, part 
under the rugged rocks, part in the deep shade of the wood, 
not easy to be sought ; and as to his miserable head, which his 
mother has taken in her hands, having fixed it on the top of 
a thyrsus, she is bearing it, like that of a savage lion, through 
the middle of Cithaeron, leaving her sisters in the dances of 
the Maenads; and she goes along rejoicing in her unhappy 
prey, within these walls, calling upon Bacchus, her fellow- 
huntsman, her fellow- workman in the chace, of glorious vic- 
tory, by which she wins a victory of tears. I, therefore, will 
depart out of the way of this calamity before Agave comes to 
the palace ; but to be wise, and to reverence the Gods, this, 
I think, is the most honourable and wisest thing for mortals 
who adopt it. 

Cho. Let us dance in honour of Bacchus ; let us raise a 
shout for what has befallen Pentheus, the descendant of the 
dragon, who assumed female attire and the wand with the 
beautiful thyrsus, — a certain death, having a buU^^ as his leader 
to calamity. Ye Cadmean Bacchants, ye have accomplished 
a glorious victory, illustrious, yet for woe and tears. It is a 
glorious contest to plunge one's dripping hand in the blood of 
one's son. But — for I see Agave, the mother of Pentheus, 
coming to the house with starting eyes j receive the revel of 
the Evian God. 

Agave. Asiatic Bacchse ! 

Cho. To what dost thou excite me ? O I 

Ag. We bring from the mountains a fresh-culled wreath- 
ing ^^ to the house, a blessed prey. 

•' Alluding to the horns of Bacchus. Cf. Sidon. ApoU. Burg. Pontii 
Leontii, vs. 26. *' Caput ardua rumpunt Coraua, et indigenam jaculantur 
fulminis ignem.'* See some whimsical reasons for this in Isidor. Origg* 
viii. 2. Albricus de Deor. Nu. xix. But compare above, vs. 920. Kfl» 
ravpoc ruiiv rrpStrOev riyiioBai ^occtc, Koi <ry Kkpart Kpari rrpoffve^viAvai, 

*^ Elmsley has rightly shown that *i\iKa could not of itself mean " a 
bull " or " heifer," although Homer has eWiirodac tkixac )3ovc. I have 
therefore followed Hermann, who remarks, " t\iK seems properly to be 
meant for the clusters of ivy with which the thyrsus was entwined. Hence 
Agave says that she adorns the thyrsus with a new-fashioned wreath, liz* 
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Cho. I see it, and hail 70U as a fellow-reveller, O ! 

Ag. I have caught him without a noose, a young lion, as 
you may see. 

Cho. From what desert ? 

Ag. Cithseron. 

Cho. What did Cithseron ? 

Ag. Slew him. 

Cho. Who was it who first smote him ? 

Ag. The honour is mine. Happy Agave! We are re- 
nowned in our revels. 

Cho. Who else? 

Ag. Cadmus's. 

Cho. What of Cadmus ? 

Ag. Descendants after me, after me laid hands on this 
beast. 

Cho. You are fortunate in this capture. 

Ag. Partake then of our feast. 

Cho. What shall I, unhappy, partake of ? 

Ag. The whelp is young about the chin ; he has just lost 
his soft-haired head-gear.® 

Ag. For it is beautiful as the mane of a wild beast. 

Cho. Bacchus, a wise huntsman, wisely hurried the Maenads 
against this beast 

Cho. For the king is a huntsman. 

Ag. Do you praise? 

Cho. What ? I do praise. 

Ag. But soon the Cadmeans. 

Cho. And thy son Pentheus his mother — 

Ag. — ^will praise, as having caught this lion-bom prey. 

Cho. An excellent prey. 

Ag. Excellently. 

Cho. You rejoice. 

Ag. I rejoice greatly, having accomplished great and illus- 
trious deeds for this land. 

Cho. Show now, O wretched woman, thy victorious booty 
to the citizens, which you have come bringing with you. 

the head of her son." Such language is, however, more like the pro- 
verbial boldness of iBschylus, than the even style of our poet. 

^ " K6pv9a, omamentum capitis, vix potest dubitari quin pro ipso capite 
posuerit." Hbrmann. There is considerable variation in the manner in 
which the following lines are disposed. 
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Ag. O, ye who dwell in the fair-towered city of the Theban 
land, come ye, that ye may behold this prey, O daughters of 
Cadmus, of the wild beast which we have taken 5* not by the 
thonged javelins of the Thessalians, not by nets, but by the 
fingers, our white arms ; then may we boast that we should 
in vain possess the instruments of the spear-makers ; but we, 
with this hand, slew this beast, and tore its limbs asunder. 
Where is my aged father ? let him come near ; and where is 
my son Pentheus ? let him take and raise the ascent of a wattled 
ladder against the house, that he may fasten to the triglyphs 
this head of the lion which I am present having caught. 

Cad. Follow me, bearing the miserable burden of Pentheus ; 
follow me, O servants, before the house ; whose body here, 
labouring with immeasurable search, I bear, having found it 
in the defiles of Cithaeron, torn to pieces, and finding nothing 
in the same place, lying in a thicket, difficult to be searched. 
For I heard from some one of the daring deeds of my daugh- 
ters just as I came to the city within the walls, with the old 
Tiresias, concerning the Bacchse ; and having returned again 
to the mountain, I bring back my child, slain by the Maenads. 
And I saw Autonoe, who formerly bore Actaeon to Aristaeus, 
and Ino together, still mad in the thicket^ unhappy creatures ; 
but some one told me that Agave was coming hither with 
frantic foot ; nor did I hear a false tale, for I behold her, an 
unhappy sight 

Ag. father ! you may boast a great boast, that you of 
mortals have begotten by far the best daughters ; I mean all, 
but particularly myself, who, leaving my shuttle at the loom, 
have come to greater things, to catch wild beasts with my 
hands. And having taken him, I bear in my arms, as you 
see, these spoils of my valour, that they may be suspended 
against your house. And do you, O father, receive them in 
your hands ; and rejoicing over my successful capture, invite 
your friends to a feast ; for you are blessed, blessed since I 
have done such deeds. 

Cad. O, woe ! and not to be seen, of those who have ac- 
complished a slaughter not to be measured by wretched hands ; 
having stricken down a glorious victim for the Gods, you in- 
vite Thebes and me to a banquet. Alas me, first for thy ills, 
then for mine own ; how justly, but how severely, has king 
Bromius destroyed us, being one of our own family ! 
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Ao. How morose is old age in men ! and sullen to the eye ; 
would that mj son may be fond of hunting, resembling the 
disposition' of his mother, when with the Theban youths he 
would strive after the beasts — but he is only fit to contend 
with Gkxls. He is to be admonished, O father, by you and 
me, not to rejoice in clever evil. Where is he ? Who will 
summon him hither to my sight, that he may see me, that 
happy woman ? 

Cad. Alas, alas! knowing what ye have done, ye will 
grieve a sad grief ; but if for ever ye remain in the condition 
in which ye are, not fortunate, you will seem not to be un- 
fortunate. 

Ao. But what of these matters is not well, or what is 
grievous ? 

Cad. First cast your eyes up to this sky. 

Ao. Well ; why do you bid me look at it ? 

Cad. Is it still the same, or think you it is changed ? 

Ao. It is brighter than formerly, and more divine. 

Cad. Is then this fluttering still present to your soul ? 

Ao. I understand not your word ; but I become somehow 
sobered, changing from my former mind. 

Cad. Can you then hear any thing, and answer clearly ? 

Ao. How I forget what we said before, O father I 

Cad. To what house did you come in marriage ? 

Ao. You gave me, as they say, to the sown Echion. 

Cad. What son then was bom in your house to your hus- 
band ? 

Ao. Pentheus, by the association of myself and his father. 

Cad. Whose head then have you in your arms ? 

Ao. That of a lion, as those who hunted him said. 

Cad. Look now rightly ; short is the toil to see. 

Ao. Ah ! what do I see ? what is this I bear in my hands ? 

Cad. Look at it, and leam more clearly. 

Ao. I see the greatest grief, wretch that I am ! 

Cad. Does it seem to you to be like a lion ? 

Ao. No : but I, wretched, hold the head of Pentheus. 

Cad. Ay, much lamented before you recognised him. 

Ao. Who slew him, how came he into my hands ? 

Cad. O wretched truth, how unseasonably art thou come ! 

Ao. Tell me, since delay causes a quivering at my heart. 

Cad. You and your sisters slew him. 
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Ag. And where did he die, in the house, or in what place ? 

Cad. Where formerly the dogs tore Actaeon to pieces. 

Ag. But why did he, unhappy, go to CithsPTon ? 

Cad. He went deriding the God and your Bacchic revels. 

Ag. But on what account did we go thither ? 

Cad. Ye were mad, and the whole city was frantic with 
Bacchus.** 

Ag. Bacchus undid us — now I perceive. 

Cad. Being insulted with insolence — for ye thought him 
not a God. 
' Ag. But the dear body of my child, O father ! 

Cad. I having with difficulty traced it, bring it all. 

Ag. What! rightly united in its joints? • « • • 

Ag. But what part had Pentheus in my folly ? ** 

Cad. He was like you, not reverencing the God, therefore 
he joined all in one ruin, both ye and this one, so as to ruin 
the house, and me, who being childless of male children, see 
this branch of thy womb, unhappy woman ! most miserably 
and shamefully slain — ^whom the house respected; you, 
child, who supported my house, born of my daughter, and was 
an object of fear to the city; and no one wished to insult the 
old man, seeing you ; for he would have received a worthy 
punishment. But now I shall be cast out of my house dis- 
honoured, I, the mighty Cadmus, who sowed the Theban race, 
and reaped a most glorious crop ; O dearest of men, for al- 
though no longer in being, still thou shalt be counted by me 
as dearest of my children ; no longer touching this, my chin, 
with thy hand, addressing me, your mother's father, wilt thou 
embrace me, my son, sajring. Who injures, who insults you, 
father, who harasses your heart, being troublesome ? say, that 
I may punish him who does you wrong, O father. But now 
I am miserable, and thou art wretched, and thy mother is 
pitiable, and thy relations are wretched. But if there is any 
one who despises the Gods, looking on this man's death, let 
him acknowledge the Gods. 

Cho. I grieve for thy state, Cadmus ; but your child has 
the punishment of your daughter, deserved indeed, but griev- 
ous to you. 

Ag. O father, for you see how I am changed . . . 

•* Or, " Bacchus-mad." 
*^ I haye marked a lacuna with Dindorf. 
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Bag changing, jou shall become a dragon, and 

your wife becoming a beast, shall receive in exchange the form 
of a. serpent, Harmonia, the daughter of Mars, whom you had, 
being a mortal. And as the oracle of Jove says, you shall 
drive with your wife a chariot of heifers, ruling over barba- 
rians ; and with an innumerable army you shall sack many 
cities ; and when they plunder the temple of Apollo, they shall 
have a miserable return, but Mars shall defend you and Har- 
monia, and shall settle your life in the islands of the blessed. 
I say this, I, Bacchus, not born of a mortal father, but of Jove ; 
and if ye had known how to be wise when ye would not, ye 
would have been happy, having the son of Jupiter for your 
ally. 

Cad. Bacchus, we beseech thee, we have erred. 

Bag. Ye have learnt it too late ; but when it behoved you, 
you knew it not. 

Cad. I knew it, but you press on us too severely. 

Bag. [Ay,] for I, being a God, was insulted by you. 

Cad. It is not right for Gods to resemble mortsds in anger.^ 

Bag. My father, Jove, long ago decreed this. 

Ag. Alas ! a miserable banishment is the decree ^^ [for us,] 
old man. 

Bag. Why do ye then delay what must needs be ? 

Cad. child, into what terrible evil have we come ; both 
you wretched and your * * * sisters,®* and I miserable, shall 
go, an aged sojourner, to foreigners. Still it is foretold that 
I shall bring into Greece a motley barbarian army, and leading 
their spears, I, a dragon, shall lead the daughter of Mars, 
Harmonia, my wife, having the fierce nature of a dragon, to 
the altars and tombs of the Greeks. Nor shall I, wretched, 
rest from ills, nor even sailing over the Acheron below shall 
I be at rest. 

Ao. O, my father ! and I being deprived of you shall be 
banished. 

Cad. Why do you embrace me with your hands, O unhappy 
child, as a white swan does its exhausted^ parent? 

^ See the commentators on Virg. Mn, i. 11. " Tantsene animis cceles- 
tibns irae ? " 

^ After rXrifAovic ^vyal supply fiivovmv, Elmslet. 

^ A word is wanting to complete the Terse. 

^ See Musgrave. Cranes are chiefly celebrated for parental affection. 
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Ag. For whither can I turn, cast out from my country? 

Cad. I know not, my child ; your father is a poor ally. 

Ag. Farewell, O house ! farewell, O ancestral city ! I leave 
you in misfortune a fugitive from my chamber. 

Cad. Go then, my child, to the land of Aristaeus * ♦ * •. 

Ag. I bemoan thee, O father ! 

Cad. And I thee, my child ; and I lament your sisters. 

Ag. Terribly indeed has king Bacchus brought this misery 
upon thy house. 

Bag. [Ay,] for I have suffered terrible things from ye, 
having a name unhonoured in Thebes. 

Ag. Farewell, my father. 

Cad. And you farewell, miserable daughter; yet you 
cannot easily arrive at this. 

Ag. Lead me, O guides, where I may take my miserable 
sisters as the companions of my flight ; and may I go where 
neither accursed Cithseron may see me, nor I may see Cithaeron 
with my eyes, and where there is no memory of the thyrsus 
hallowed, but they may be a care to other Bacchae. 

Cho. There are many forms of divine things; and the 
Gods bring to pass many in an unexpected manner: both 
what has been expected has not been accomplished, and God 
has found out a means for doing things unthought for. So, 
too, has this event turned out.^® 

70 These yerses are found at the ends of no less than four others of our 
author's plays, yiz. Andromacha, Helen, Medea, and Alcestis. 


THE HERACLID^. 


PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

lOLAUS. 

COPREUS.* 

CHORUS. 

DEMOPHOON. 

APOLLO. 

MACARIA.* 

SERVANT. 

ALCMBNA. 

MESSENGER. 

EURYSTHEUS. 


Note. — The names of Copreus and Macana were wanting in the MSS., 
but have been supplied from the mythologists. See Elmsley on vss. 49 
and 474. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


loLAUS, son of Iphiclus, and nephew of Hercules, whom he had joined 
in his expeditions during his youth, in his old age protected his sons. For 
the sons of Hercules having been driyen out of every part of Greece by 
Eurystheus, he came with them to Athens ; and, embracing the altars of 
the Gods, was safe, Demophoon being king of the city ; and when Co- 
preus, the herald of Eurystheus, wished to remove the suppliants, he 
prevented him. Upon this he departed, threatening war. Demophoon 
despised him ; but hearing the oracles promise him victory if he sacrificed 
the most noble Athenian virgin to Ceres, he was grieved ; not wishing 
to slay either his own daughter, or that of any citizen, for the sake of the 
suppliants. But Macaria, one of the daughters of Hercules, hearing of 
the prediction, willingly devoted herself. They honoured her for her 
noble death, and, knowing that their enemies were at hand, went forth 
to battle. The play ends with their victory, and the capture of Eurys- 
iheus. 


THE HERACLIDiS. 


lOLAUS. 

This has long since been my established opinion, the just 
man is bom for his neighbours ; but he who has a mind bent 
upon gain is both useless to the city and disagreeable to deal 
with, but best for himself. And I know this, not having 
learnt it by word of mouth ; for I, through shame, and rever- 
encing the ties of kindred, when it was in my power to dwell 
quietly in Argos, partook of more of Hercules' labours, while 
he was with us, than any one man besides : * and now that he! 
dwells in heaven, keeping these his children under my wings, 
I preserve them, I myself being in want of safety. For since 
their father was removed from the earth, first Eurystheus 
wished to kiU me, but I escaped ; and my country indeed is 
no more, but my life is saved, and I wander in exile, migrating 
from one city to another. For, in addition to my other ills, 
Eurystheus has chosen to insult me with this insult ; pending 
heralds whenever on earth he learns we are settled, he de- 
mands us, and drives us out of the land ; alleging the city of 
Argos, one not paltry either to be friends with or to make an 
enemy, and himself too prospering as he is ; but they seeing 
my weak state, and that these too are little, and bereaved of 
their sire, respecting the more powerful, drive us from the 
land. And I am banished, together with the banished chil- 
dren, and fare ill together with those who fare ill, loathing to 
desert them, lest some man say jbhus. Behold, now that the 
children have no father, lolaus, their kinsman born, defends 
them not. But being bereft of all Greece, coming to Mara- 

' Such seems to be the force of etc dviip^ 
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thon and the country under the same rule, we sit suppliants 
at the altars of the Gods, that they may assist us ; for it is 
said that the two sons of Theseus inhabit the territory of this 
hind, of the race of Fandion, having received it by lot, being 
near akin to these children ; on which account we have come 
this way to the frontiers of illustrious Athens. And by two 
aged people is this flight led, I, indeed, being alarmed about 
these children ; and the female race of her son Alcmena pre- 
serves within this temple, clasping it in her arms ; for we are 
ashamed that virgins should mingle with the mob, and stand 
at the altars. But Hyllus and his brothers, who are older, are 
seeking where there is a stronghold that we may inhabit, if 
we be thrust forth from this land by force. O children, chil- 
dren ! hither ; take hold of my garments ; I see the herald of 
Eurystheus coming hither towards us, by whom we are pur- 
sued as wanderers, deprived of every land.^ O detested one, 
may you peris^d tL man who ^nt you : how many eviS 
indeed have you announced to the noble father of these chil- 
dren from that same mouth ! 

CoPREUS. I suppose you think that this is a fine seat you 
are sitting in, and have come to a city which is an ally, think- 
ing foolishly ; for there is no one who will choose your useless 
power in preference to Eurystheus. Depart ; why toilest thou 
thus ? You must rise up and go to Argos, where punishment 
by stoning awaits you. 

loL. Not so, since the altar of the God will aid me, and the 
free land in which we tread. 

Cop. Do you wish to cause me trouble with this band ? 

loL. Surdy yon will not drag me away, nor these children, 
seizing by force ? 

Cop. You shall know ; but you are not a good prophet in 
this. 

loL. This shall never happen, while I am alive. 

Cop. Depart ; but I wiU lead these away, even though you 
be unwilling, considering them, wherever they may be, to be- 
long to Eurystheus. 

loL. O ye who have dwelt in Athens a long time, defend 
us ; for, being suppliants of Jove, the Presider over the Forum,* 

• But the construction is prohahly oX^rai y^c. (compare my note on 
iEsch. Eum. 63,) and d^rumpiifuvoi is bereaved, deatUute 

* Cf. ^sch. Eum. 973. 
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we are treated with violence, and our garlands are profaned, 
both a reproach to the citj, and an insult to the Gods. 

Chorus. Hollo ! hollo ! what is this noise near the altar ? 
what calamity will it straightway portend ? 

loL. Behold me, a weak old man, thrown down on the 
plain ; miserable that I am. 

Cho. Bj whose hand do jou fall this unhappy fall ? 
«««««« 

lOL. This man, O strangers, dishonouring your Gods, drags 
me violently from the altar of Jupiter. 

Cho. From what land, O old man, have you come hither 
to this people dwelling together in four cities ? * or, have you 
come hither from across [the sea] with marine-oar, having 
quitted the Euboean shore ? 

lOL. O strangers, I am not accustomed to an islander's life, 
but we are come to your land from Mycense. 

Cho. What name, O old man, did the Mycenaean people call 
you? 

loL. Know that I am lolaus, once the companion of Her- 
cules ; for this body is not unrenowned. 

Cho. I know, having heard of it before ; but say whose 
youthful children you are leading in your hand. 

loL. These, O strangers, are the sons of Hercules, who are 
come as suppliants of you and the city. 

Cho. What do ye seek ? or, tell me, is it wanting to have 
speech of the city ? 

lOL. Not to be given up, and not to go to Argos, being 
dragged from your Gods by force. 

Cop. But this will not be sufficient for your masters, who, 
having power over you, find you here. 

Cho. It is right, O stranger, to reverence the suppliants of 
the Gods, and not for you to leave by violent hands the 
habitations of the deities, for venerable Justice will not suffer 
this. 

Cop. Send now Eurystheus's subjects out of this land, and 
I will not use this hand violently. 

Cho. It is impious for a state to reject the suppliant prayer 
of strangers. 

Cop. But it is good to have one's foot out of trouble, being 
possessed of the better counsel. 

* i. e. OBnoe, Marathon, Probalinthus, and Tricorythus. 
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Cho. Yon should then have dared this, having spoken to 
the king of this land, but you should not drag strangers away 
from the Gods by force, if you respect a free land. 

Cop. But who is king of this country and city ? 

Cho. Demophoon, the son of Theseus, of a noble father. 

Cop. With him, then, the contest of this argument had best 
be ; all else is spoken in vain. 

Cho. And indeed hither he comes in haste, and Acamas, 
his brother, to hear these words. 

Demophoon. Since you, being an old man, have anticipated 
us, who are younger, in running to this hearth of Jove, say 
what hap collects this multitude here. 

Cho. These sons of Hercules sit here as suppliants, having 
crowned the altar, as you see, O king, and lolaus, the faithful 
companion of their father. 

De. Why then did this chance occasion clamours ? 

Cho. This man caused the noise, seeking to lead him by 
force from this hearth ; and he tripped up the legs of the old 
man, so that I shed the tear for pity. 

De. And indeed he has a Grecian robe and style of dress ; 
but these are the doings of a barbarian hand ; it is for you 
then to tell me, and not to delay, leaving the confines of what 
land you are come hither. 

Cop. I am an Argive ; for this you wish to learn : and I 
am willing to say why, and from whom, I am come. Eurys- 
theus, the king of Mycenae, sends me hither to lead away these 
men ; and I have come, O stranger, having many just things at 
once to do and to say ; for I being an Argive myself, lead away 
Argi ves, having them as fugitives from my country condemned 
to die by the laws there ; and we have the right, managing 
our city ourselves by ourselves, to ^x our own punishments : 
but they having come to the hearths of many others also, there 
also we have taken our stand on these same ai^uments, and 
no one has dared to bring evils upon himself. But either per- 
ceiving some folly in you, they have come hither, or in per- 
plexity running the risk, whether it shall be or not For 
surely they do not think that you alone are mad, in so great 
a portion of Greece as they have been over, so as to com- 
miserate their foolish distresses. Come, compare the two ; 
admitting them into your land, and suffering us to lead them 
away, what will you gain ? Such things as these you may 
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gain from us ; jou maj add to this citj the whole power of 
Argos, and all the might of Eurjstheus ; but if looking to the 
words and pitiable condition of these men, jou are softened 
by them, the matter comes to the contest of the spear ; for 
think not that we will give up this contest without steeL 
What then will you say ? deprived of wh&t lands, making war 
with the Tirynthians and Argives, and repelling them, with 
what allies, and on whose behalf will you bury the dead that 
fall ? Surely you will obtain an evil report among the citi- 
zens, if, for the sake of an old man, a mere tomb,^ one who is 
nothing, as one may say, and of these children, you will put 
your foot into a mess ; ^ you will say, at best, that you shall 
find, at least, hope ; and this too is at present much wanting ; 
for these who are armed would fight but ill with Argives if 
they were grown up, if this encourages your mind, and there 
is much time in the mean while in which ye may be destroyed ; 
but be persuaded by me, giving nothing, but permitting me to 
lead away my own, gain Mycenae. And do not (as you are 
wont to do) suffer this, when it is in your power to choose 
the better friends, choose the worse. 

Cho. Who can decide wh&t is right, or understand an argu- 
ment, till he has clearly heard the statement of both ? 

loL. O king, this exists in thy city ; I am permitted in turn 
to speak and to hear, and no one will reject me before that, as 
in other places ; but with this man we have nothing to do ; 
for since nothing of Argos is any longer ours, (it having been 
decreed by a vote,) but we are exiled our country, how can 
this man justly lead us away as Mycenseans, whom they have 
driven from the land ? for we are strangers ; or else you de- 
cide that whoever is banished Argos is banished the bound- 
aries of the Greeks. Surely not from Athens ; they will not, 
for fear of the Argives, drive out the children of Hercules 
from their land ; for it is not Trachis, nor the Achaean city, 
from whence you, not by justice, but bragging about Argos, 
just as you now speak, ^ove these men, sitting at the altars 
as suppliants ; for if this shall be, and they ratify your words, 
I no longer know this Athens as free. But I luiow their dis- 

' Elmsley compares Med. 1209. ric rhv ykpovra rufipov hp^avhv <ri9iv 
TiBfiffi ; so the Latins used ** Silicemium.^' Cf. Fulgent. Expos. Serm 
Ant. p. 171, ed. Munck. 

' dvrXoSt sentina, bilge water. See Elmsley. 
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position and nature ; they will rather die ; for among virtuous 
men, disgrace is considered before life. Enough of the city ; 
for indeed it is an invidious thing to praise it too much ; and 
often I know myself I have be^ oppressed at being over- 
praised : but I wish to say to you that it is necessary for you 
to save these men, since you are ruler over this land. Pit- 
theus was son of Pelops and iGthra, daughter of Fittheus, and 
your father Theseus was born of her. And again I trace for 
you their descent : Hercules was son of Jupiter and Alcmena, 
and she was the child of the daughter of Pelops; so your 
father and theirs must be fellow-cousins. Thus you, O De- 
mophoon, are related to them by birth ; and, besides this con- 
nexion, I will tell you for what you are bound to requite the 
children. For I say, I formerly, when shield-bearer to their 
father, sailed with Theseus after the belt,^ the cause of much 
slaughter, and from the murky recesses of hell did he bring 
forth your father. All Greece bears witness to this; for 
which things they beseech you to return a kindness, and that 
they may not be yielded up, nor be driven from this land, torn 
from your Gods by violence ; for this would be disgraceful to 
you by yourself, and an evil, to the city,^ that suppUant rela- 
tions, wanderers — alas for the misery ! look on them, look — 
should be dragged away by force. But I beseech you, and 
offer you suppliant garlands, by your hands and your chin, do 
not dishonour the children of Hercules, having received them 
in your power ; but be thou a relation to them, be a friend, 
father, brother, master ; for all these things are better than 
[for them] to fall into the power of the Argives. 

Cho. Hearing of these men's misfortunes, I pitied them, O 
king ! and now particularly I have witnessed nobleness over- 
come by fortune ; for these men, being sons of a noble father, 
are undeservedly unhappy. 

De. Three ways of misfortune urge me, O lolaus, not to 
reject these suppliants. The greatest, Jupiter, at whose altars 
you sit, having this procession of youths with you ; and my 
relationship to them, and because I am bound of old that they 
should fare weU at my hands, in gratitude to their father ; and 

'•' See Elmsley's note. 

* See Dindorf, -who repents of the reading in the text, and restores vol 
yAp rbd' alaxphv x<**P^^i ^v rs vSXet KaKbv. He, howeyer, condemns this 
and the two next lines as spurious. 
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the disgrace,^ which one ought exceedingly to regard. For if 
I permitted this altar to he violated by force by a strange man, 
I shall not seem to inhabit a fi^ee country. But I fear to be- 
tray my suppliants to the Argires ; and this is nearly as bad 
as the noose. But I wish you had come with better fortune ; 
but stiU, even now, fear not that any one shall drag you and 
these children by force from this altar. And do thou, going 
to Argos, both tell this to Eurystheus ; and besides that, if he 
has any charge against these strangers, he shall meet with 
justice ; but you shall never drag away these men. 

Cop. Not if it be just, and I prevail in argument? 

De. And how can it be just to drag away a suppliant by 
force? 

Cop. This, then, is not disgraceful to me, but an injury to 
you. 

De. To me indeed, if I allow you to drag them away. 

Cop. But do you depart, and then will I drag them 
thence. 

De. You are stupid, thinking yourself wiser than a God. 

Cop. Hither it seems the wicked should fly. 

De. The seat of the Gods id a common defence to all. 

Cop. Perhaps this will not seem good to the Mycenaeans. 

De. Am not I then master over those here ? 

Cop. [Ay,] but not to injure them, if you are wise. 

De. Are ye hurt, if I do not defile the Gods ? 

Cop. I do not wish you to have war with the Argives. 

De. I, too, am the same ; but I will not let go of these 
men. 

Cop. At all events, taking possession of my own, I shall 
lead them away. 

De. Then you will not easily depart back to Argos. 

Cop. I shall soon see that by experience. 

De. You will touch them to your own injury, and that 
without delay. 

Chq. For God's sake, venture not to strike a herald ! 

De. I will not, if the herald at least will learn to be wise. 

Cho. Depart thou ; and do not you touch him, king ! 

Cop. I go ; for the struggle of a single hand is powerless. 
Bat I will come, bringing hither many a brazen spear of Ar- 
give war ; and ten thousand shield-bearers await me, and 

* i. 6. if I neglect them. 
U 2 
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EuiystheuSy the king himself^ as generaL And he ^waits, 
expecting news from hence, on the extreme confines of Alca- 
thus ; and, haying heard of jonr insolence, he will make him- 
self too well known to yon, and to the citiz^is, and to this land, 
and to the trees ; for in vain should we have so much youth 
in Argos, if we did not chastise jou. 

De. Destruction on you ! for I do not fear your Argos. 
But jon are not likely, insulting me, to drag these men away 
from hence hy force ; for I possess this land, not being subject 
to that of Aigos, but &ee. 

Cho. It is time to provide, before the army of the Argi ves 
approaches the borders. And very impetuous is the Mars of 
the Mycenaeans, and on this account more than before ; for it 
is the habit of all heralds to tower-up what is twice as much. 
What do you not think he will say to his princes about what 
terrible things he has suffered, and how within a little he was 
losing his hfe. 

loL. There is not, to this man's children, a more glorious 
honour than to be sprung from a good and vaHant father, and 
to marry from a good family ; but I will not praise him who, 
overcome by desire, has mingled with the vulgar, to leave his 
cliildren a reproach instead of pleasure ; for noble birth wards 
off misfortune better than low descent ; for we, having fallen 
into the extremity of evils, find these men friends and re- 
lations, who alone, in so large a country as Greece, have stood 
forward [on our behalf.] Give, O children, give them 
your right hand ; and do ye give yours to the children, and 
draw near to them. O chUdren, we have come to experience 
of our friends ; and if you ever have a return to your 
country, and [again] possess the homes and honours of your 
father, always consider them your saviours and friends, and 
never lift the hostile spear against the land, remembering 
these things ; but consider it the dearest city of all. And they 
are worthy that you should revere them, who have chosen to 
have so great a country and the Felasgic people as enemies 
instead of us, though seeing us to be beggared wanderers ; but 
still they have not given us up, nor driven us from their land. 
But I, living and dying, when I do die, with much praise, my 
friend, will extol you when I am in company with Theseus; 
and telling this, I will delight him, saying how well you re- 
ceived and aided the children of Hercules ; and, being noble, 
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d h« « yo^ preserve through Greece your ancestral glory ; and being 
Qes d^ ^^^ o^ noble parents, you are nowise inferior to your father, 
I iQ^ei with but few others ; for among many you may find perhaps 
to ^ut 0Q6 "who is not inferior to his father. ^° 
rQQclifv Cho. This land is ever willing to aid in a just cause those 
in difficulty; therefore it has borne numberless toils for its 
^ jif friends, and now I see this contest at hand. 
ijDffi^ ^^* Thou hast spoken well; and I boast, old man, that 
[jj^si^ their disposition is such that the kindness will be remembered. 
And I will make an assembly of the citizens, and draw them 
he iif up so as to receive the army of the Mycenaeans with a large 
de 3ftfl force. First, I will send spies towards it, that it may not fall 
^1 {$ upon me by surprise : for in Argos every warrior is eager to 
,jj0i run to assistance. And having collected the soothsayers, I 
boat ^ will sacrifice. And do you go to my palace with the chil- 
^]jsfii dren, leaving the hearth of Jove, for tiiere are those who, 
even if I be from home, will take care of you ; go then, old man, 
ffion'of to my palace. 

^er, ^ loL. I will not leave the altar ; but we will sit here, as sup- 
iB irM; pliants, waiting till the city is successful ; and when you are 
,r^^^' well freed from this contest, we will go to thy palace. But 
mx^ we have Gods as allies not inferior to those of the Argives, O 
fSlBii king; for Juno, the wife of Jove, is their champion, but 
^dt^. Minerva ours; and I say that this also tends to success, to 
have the best Gods, for Pallas will not endure to be con- 
quered. 
^^ Cho. If thou boastest greatly, others do not therefore care 
y^f0\ for thee the more, O stranger, coming from Argos ; but with 
^ f\ thy big words thou wilt not terrify my mind : may it not be 
ofyoi so to the mighty Athens, with the beauteous dances. But 
^ m both thou art foolish, the son of Sthenelus, king in Argos, who, 
^a coming to another city not less than Argos, being a stranger, 
fl(jtli( seek by violence to lead away wanderers, suppliants of the 
^oseD^ Gods, and claiming the protection of my land, not yielding to 
^■qH^ our Isings, nor saying any thing else that is just. How can 
^;li' this be thought well among the wise? Peace indeed pleases 
,jf ^ me ; but, O foolish king, I tell thee, if thou comest to this city, 
^^ thou wilt not thus obtain what thou thinkest for. You are 

y(>fl' J© Cf. Hor. Od. iii. 6, 48. " JStas parentum, pejor ayis, lulit Nos ne- 
r po^ quiores, mo^ daturos Progeniem Titiosiorem." 
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not the only one who has a spear and a brazen shield ; but, 
lover of war, mayest thou not with the spear disturb my city 
dear to the Graces ; but restrain thyself. 

loL. O my son, why comest thou, bringing solicitude to my 
eyes ? Hast thou any news of the enemy ? Do they delay, 
or are they at hand ? or what do you hear ? for I fear the word 
of the herald will in no wise be false, for their leader will come, 
having been fortunate in previous affairs, I clearly know, and 
with no moderate pride, against Athens ; but Jove is the chas- 
tiser of over-arrogant thoughts.^^ 

De. The army of the Argives is coming, and Eurystheus 
the king. I have seen it myself ;^' for it behoves a man who 
says he knows well the duty of a general not to reconnoitre 
the enemy by means of messengers. He has not then, as yet, 
let loose his army on these plains, but, sitting on a lo% crag, 
he reconnoitres (I should tdl thee this as a conjecture) to see 
by which way he shall now lead his expedition, and place it 
in a safe station in this land ; and my preparations are already 
well arranged, and the city is in arms, and the victims stand 
ready for those Gods to whom they ought to be slain offered ; 
and the city, by means of soothsayers, is preparing by sacrifices 
flight for the enemy and safety for the city.^^ And having 
collected together aU the bards who proclaim oracles, I have 
tested the ancient oracles, both public and concealed, which 
might save this land ; and in their other counsels many things 
are different ; but one opinion of all is conspicuously the same, 
they command me to sacrifice to the daughter of Ceres a damsel 
who is of a noble father.^* And I have indeed, as you see, 
such great goodwill towards you, but I will neither slay my 

** Cf. Soph. Ant. 127. Zt{>c yap fityaXric yXwfferiyc Kdftvovc 'TirtptX' 
Baipei, 

'» Cf. -^sch. Sept. c. Th. 40 sq., also Soph. GBd. T. 6 sqq.. 

'^ i. e. fidvTiie Kar atrrv OvijnoXovm, Elmsley. 

>^ Pausanias, i. 32, states that the oracle expressly required that one of 
the descendants of Hercules should be devoted, and that upon this Ma- 
caria, his daughter by Deianira, yoluntarily offered herself. Her name 
was afterwards given to a fountain. Euripides probably omitted this fact, 
in order to place the noble-mindedness of Macaria in a stronger light. 
The curious reader may compare the similar sacrifices of Codrus, (Pau- 
san. vii. 25. Veil. Paterc. i. 4,) Menoeceus, (Eur. Phcen. 1009, Statius 
Theb. X. 751 sqq.,) Chaon (Serv. on Virg. Mn. iii. 335). See also 
Lomeier de Lustrationibus, § xxii., where the whole subject is learnedly 
treated. 
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own child ^^ nor compel any other of my citizens to do so 
unwillingly ; and who is so mad of his own accord, as to give 
out of his hands his dearest children ? And now you may 
see hitter meetings ; some saying that it is right to aid foreign 
suppliants, and some hlaming my folly ; and if I do this, a 
civil war is at once prepared. This, then, do you consider, 
and devise how both you yourselves may be saved and this 
land, and I be not brought into ill odour with the citizens ; 
for I have not absolute sovereignty, as over barbarians ; but 
if I do just things, I shall receive just things. 

Cho. But does not the Goddess allow this city, although 
eager, to aid strangers ? 

loL. O children, we are like sailors, who, fleeing from the 
fierce rage of the storm, have come close to land, and then, 
again, by gales from the land, have been driven again out to 
sea ; thus also shall we be driven from this land, being already 
on shore, as if saved. Alas ! why, O wretched hope, did you 
then delight me, not being about to perfect my joy ? For his 
thoughts, in truth, are to be pardoned if he. is not willing to 
slay the children of his citizens; and I acquiesce in their 
conduct here, if the Grods decree that I shall fare thus. My 
gratitude to you shall never perish. children, I know not 
what to do with you : whither shall we turn ? for who of the 
Gods has been uncrowned by us ? and what bulwark of land 
have we not approached ? We shall perish, my children, we 
shall be given up ; and for myself I care nothing if it behoves 
me to die, except that, dying, I shall gratify my enemies ; but 
I weep for and pity you, O children, and Alcmena, the aged 
mother of your father ; O ! unhappy art thou, because of thy 
long life ; and miserable am I, having laboured much in vain. 
It was our fate then, our fate, falling into the hands of an 
enemy, to leave life disgracefully and miserably. But do you 
know in what you may aid me ? for all hope of their safety 
has not deserted me. Give me up to the Ai^ives instead of 
them, O king, and so neither run any risk yourself, and let 
the children be saved for me ; I must not love my own life, 
let it go ; and above all, Eurystheus would like taking me, the 
ally of Hercules, to insult me ; for he is a froward man ; and 
the wise should pray to have enmity with a wise man, not 

w Cf. ^sch. Ag. 206 sqq. 
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with an ignorant disposition, for in that case one, even if un- 
fortunate, maj meet with much respect. 

Cho. old man, do not now blame the city, perhaps it 
might be a gain to us ; but still it would be an evil reproach 
that we betrayed strangers. 

De. You have spoken things noble indeed, but impossible; 
the king does not lead his army hither wanting you ; for what 
profit were it to Eurystheus for an old man to die ? but he 
wishes to slay these children ; for noble youths, who remem- 
ber their fathers' injuries, springing up, are terrible to ene- 
mies ; all which he must needs foresee ; but if you know any 
other more seasonable counsel, prepare it, since I am perplexed 
and full of fear, having heard the oracle. 

Macabia. O strangers, do not impute boldness to me be- 
cause of my advances,*® this I will beg first ; for silence and 
modesty are best for a woman, and to remain quietly in-doors ; 
but, having heard your lamentations, O lolaus, I have come 
forth, not being commissioned to act as ambassador for my 
race, but I am in some wise fit to do so ; but chiefly do I care 
for these, my brothers : concerning myself I wish to ask whe- 
ther, besides our former evils, any additional distress gnaws 
your mind ? 

loL. O daughter, it is not a new thing that I justly have to 
praise you most of the children of Hercules ; but our house 
having appeared to us to progress well, has again changed to 
perplexity, for this man says, that the deliverers of oracles 
order us to sacrifice not a bull or a heifer, but a virgin, who 
is of a noble father, if we and this city would exist. About 
this then we are perplexed, for this man says he wiU neither 
slay his own children nor those of any one else ; and to me 
he says, not plainly indeed, but somehow or other, unless I 
can devise any remedy for this, that we must find some other 
land, but he himself wishes to preserve this country. 

Mag. Qn this condition can we then be saved ? 

lOL. On this, being fortunate in ofther respects. 

Mac. Fear not then any longer the hostile spear of the 
Argives ; for I myself, old man, before I am commanded, am 
prepared to die, and to stand for slaughter ; for what shall we 
say if the city thinks fit for our sakes to encounter a great 

'" I prefer understanding IsvtKa i^SStav ift&v with Elmsley, to Matthiff's 
forced interpretation. Compare Med. 214 sqq. 
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danger, but we putting toils on others, avoid death when we 
can be saved? Not so, since this would be ridiculous for sup- 
pliants sitting at the shrines of the Grods to mourn, but being 
of such a sire as we are, to be seen to be cowards ; how can 
this seem good ? it were more noble, I think, (which may it 
never happen !) to fall into the hands of the enemy, this city 
being taken, and afterwards, being bom of a noble father, 
having suffered dreadful things, to see Hades none the less ; 
but shall I wander about, driven from this land, and shall I 
not indeed be ashamed if any one says, '* Why h&ve ye come 
hither with your suppliant branches, yourselves being too fond 
of life ? Depart^from the land, for we will not aid cowards." 
But neither, indeed, if these die, and I myself am saved, have 
I any hope to fare well ; for before now many have in this 
way betrayed their friends. For who would choose to have 
me, a solitary damsel, for his wife, or to raise children from 
me ? therefore it is better to die.than to have such an unwor- 
thy fate as this ; and this may even be more seemly for some 
other, who is not illustrious as L Lead me then where this 
body must needs die, and crown me and begin the rites, if 
you think fit, and conquer your enemies ; for this life is ready 
for you, willing, and not unwilling ; and I promise to die for 
these my brethren, and for myself 5 for not caring for life, I 
have found this most glorious thing to find, namely, to leave 
life gloriously. 

Cho. Alas ! alas ! what shall I say, hearing this noble 
speech of the maiden who is willing to die on behalf of her 
brothers ? Who can utter more noble words than these ? who 
of men can do [a greater deed ?] *^ 

loL. My child, your head comes from no other source, but 
thou, the seed of a divine mind, art sprung from Hercules. ^^ 
I am not ashamed at your words, but I am grieved for your 
fortune ; but how it may be more justly done, I will say : we 
must can hither all her sisters, and then let her who draws 
the lot die for her family ; but it is not right for thee to die 
without casting lots. 

Mac. I will not die, obtaining the lot by chance^ for then 

^' The cognate accusatiye to Spdaiuv must be supplied from the con- 
text. 

'* There is some awkwardness in the construction. Perhaps if we read 
<nripfia, r^f 9tiaQ fptvos ! ve^, the sense will be improved. 
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there are no thanks [to me ;]-— speak it not, old man ; but if 
you accept me, and are wiiUng to use me willing, I readily 
give up my life to them, but not, being compelled. 

loL. Alas I this word of thine is again nobler than the 
former, and that other was most excellent ; but you surpass 
daring by daring, and [good] words by good words. I do 
not bid you, nor do I forbid you, to die, my child ; but you 
will benefit your brothers by dying. 

Mac. Thou biddest wisely ; fear not to partake of my pol- 
lution, but I shall die freely. But follow me, O old man ; for 
I wish to die by yoiir hand ; and do you, being present, wrap 
my body in my garments, since I am going to the terror oi 
sacrifice, because I am born of the father of whom I boast to be. 

lOL. I could not be present at your death. 

Mao. At least, then, entreat of him that I may die, not hj 
the hands of men, but of women. 

Cho. It shall be SO) O hapless virgin ; since it were dis- 
graceful to me too not to deck thee honourably on many ac- 
counts ; both for your valiant spirit, and for justice' sake : but 
you are the most unhappy of all women that I have beheld 
with mine eyes ; but, if thou wilt, depart, bespeaking a last 
address to these and to the old man. 

Mac. Farewell, old man^ farewell; and train up for me 
these children to be such as thyself, wise in all respects, 
nothing more, for they will suffice ; and endeavour to save 
them, not being over-willing to die. We are your children ; 
by your hands we were brought up, and behold see me yield- 
ing up my nuptial hour, dying for them. And ye, my com- 
pany of brothers now present, may ye be happy, and may 
every thing be yours, for the sake of which my soul is sacri- 
ficed ; and honour the old man, and the old woman in the 
house, Alcmena, the mother of my father, and these strangers. 
And if a release from troubles, and a return should ever be 
found for you through the Gods, remember to bury her who 
saves you, as is fitting ; most honourably were just, for I was 
not wanting to you, but died for my race. This is my heir- 
loom instead of children and virginity, if indeed there be 
aught under the earth. May there indeed be nothing ; for if 
we, mortals who die, are to have cares even there, I know not 
where one can turn, for to die is considered the greatest 
remedy for evils. 
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loL. But, O 70U, who mightily surpass all women in cour- 
age, know thal^ both living and dying, you shall be most 
honoured by us : and farewell ; for I abhor to speak words of 
ill omen about the Goddess to whom your body is given as 
the first-fruits, the daughter of Ceres. O children, we are 
undone ; my limbs are relaxed by grief ; take me, and place 
me in my seat, veiling me there with these garments, O chil- 
dren ; since neither am I pleased at these things which are 
done, and if the oracle were not fulfilled, life would be unbear- 
able, for the ruin would be greater ; but even this is a ca- 
lamity. 

Cho. I say that no man is either happy or miserable but 
through the Gods, and that the same family does not always 
walk in good fortune, but different fates pursue it different 
ways ; it is wont to make one from a lofty station insignificant, 
and makes the wanderer wealthy : but it is impossible to avoid 
what is fated ; no one can repel it by wisdom, but he who 
is hasty without purpose will always have trouble ; but do not 
thus bear the fortune sent by the Gods, falling down [in 
prayer,] and do not over-pain your mind with grief, for she 
hapless possesses a glorious portion of death on behalf of her 
brethren and her country ; nor will an inglorious reputation 
among men await her: but virtue proceeds through toils. 
These things are worthy of her father, and worthy of her 
noble descent ; and if you respect the deaths of the good, I 
share your feelings. 

Servant. O children, hail ! But at what distanc.e from 
this place is the aged lolaus and your father's mother ? 

lOL. We are here, such a presence as mine is. 

Ser. On what account dost thou lie thus, and have an eye 
so downcast ? 

loL. A domestic care has come upon me, by which I am 
constrained. 

Ser. Raise now thyself, erect thy head. 

lOL. I am an old man, and by no means strong. 

See. But I am come, bearing to you a great joy. 

lOL. And who art thou, where having met you, do I forget 
you? 

Ser. I am a poor servant of Hyllus; do you not recognise 
me» seeing me ? 
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loL. O dearest one, dost thou then come as a saviour to us 
from injury ? 

Ser. Surely ; and moreover you are prosperous as to the 
present state of affairs. 

loL. O mother of a doughty son, I mean Alcmena, come 
forth, hear these most welcome words; for you have heen 
long wasting away as to your soul in anxiety concerning those 
who have come hither, whether they would ever arrive.*^ 

Alcmena. Wherefore has a mighty shout filled all this 
house ? O lolaus, does any herald, coming from Argos, again 
do you violence ? my strength indeed is weak, but &us much 
you must know, O stranger, you shall never drag these away 
while I am living, else may I no longer be thought to be his 
mother ; but if you touch them with your hand, you will have 
no honourable contest with two old people. 

loL. Be of good cheer, old woman ; fear not, the herald is 
not come from Argos bearing hostile words. 

Alg. Why then did you raise a shout, a messenger of fear ? 

loL. To you, that you should approach near before this 
temple. 

Alc. I do not understand this ; for who is this man ? 

loL. He announces that your son's son is come. 

Alc. O ! hail thou also for this news ; but why and 
where ^ is he now absent putting his foot in this country ? 
what calamity prevents him from appearing hither with you, 
and delighting my mind ? 

Ser. He is stationing and marshalling the army which he 
has come bringing. 

Alc. I no longer understand this speech. 

loL. I do ; but it is my business to inquire about this. 

Ser. What then of what has been done do you wish to learn ? 

loL. With how great a multitude of allies is he come ? 

Ser. With many ; but I can say no other number. 

loL. The chiefs of the Athenians know, I suppose. 

Ser. They do ; and they occupy the left wing.*^ 

'* The construction is thus laid do"wn by Elmsley : vdXeu ydp it^i- 
vovtra [vipl] tSw ii^iy, yf/. kr. ti. v. [^dvr&v] ytvrifftrcu. He remurks 
that vSoTOQ often means " arrival," in the tragedians. 

*° See Matthias. I should, however, prefer Tralc for wov, with Elmsley. 

21 Kard is understood, as in Thucyd. v. 67. Elmsley. 
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loL. Is then the army abeady armed as for the work ? 

Ser. Aj ; and ah^eadj the yictims are led awaj from the 
ranks. 

loL. And how far distant is the Argive army ? 

Ser. So that the general can be distinctly seen. 

lOL. Doing what ? arraying the ranks of the enemies ? 

Seb. We conjectured this, for we did not hear him ; but I 
will go ; I should not like my masters to join battle with the 
enemy, deserted as far as my part is concerned. 

lOL. And I will go with you; for we think the same 
things, being present to aid our friends as much as we can. 

Sbb. It is not your part to say a foolish word. 

loL. And not to share the sturdy battle with my friends ! 

Seb. One cannot see a wound from an inactive hand. 

loL. But what, cannot I too strike through a shield ? 

Seb. You might strike, but you yourself would fall first. 

loL. No one of the enemy will dare to behold me. 

Seb. You have not, my good friend, the strength which 
once you had. 

loL. But I will fight with them who will not be the fewer 
in numbers. 

Seb. You add but a slight weight to your friends. 

loL. Do not detain me who am prepared to act. 

See. You are not able to do any thing, but you may per- 
haps be to advise. 

loL. You may say the rest, as I not staying to hear. 

Seb. How then will you appear to the soldiers without 
arms? 

Ioi<. There are within this palace arms taken in war, which 
I will use and restore if alive ; but the God will not demand 
them back of me, if I fall ; but go in, and taking them down 
from the pegs, bring me as quickly as possible the panoply of 
a warrior ; for this is a disgraceful house-keeping, for some to 
fight, and some to remain behind through fear. 

Cho. Time does not depress your spirit, but it grows young 
again, but your body is weak : why dost thou toil in vain ? 
which will harm you indeed, but profit our city but little ; you 
should consider your age, and leave alone impossibilities, it 
cannot be that you again should acquire youth. 

Axo. Why are you, not being in your senses, about to leave 
me alone with my children ? 
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lOL. For valour is the part of men ; but it is your duty to 
take care of them. 

Alc. But what if you die ? how shall I be saved ? 

loL. Your sons who are left will take care of your son. 

Alc. But if they, which Heaven forbid, should meet with 
fate! 

loL. These strangers will not betray you, do not fetur. 

Alc. Such confidence indeed I have, nothing else. 

loL. And Jove, I well know, cares for your toils. 

Alc. Alas ! Jupiter shall never be reproached by me, but 
he himself knows whether he is just towards me. 

Ser. You see now this panoply of arms ; but you cannot 
make too much haste ^ in arraying your body in them, as the 
contest is at hand, and, above aU things, Mars hates those 
who delay ; but if you fear the weight of arms, now then go 
forth unarmed,^ and in the ranks be clad with this equip- 
ment, and I will carry it so far. 

loL. Thou hast said well ; but bring the arms, having them 
close at hand, and put a spear in my hand, and support my 
left arm guiding my foot. 

Ser. Is it right to lead a warrior like a child ? 

loL. One must go safely for the sake of the omen. 

Ser. Would you were able to do as much as you are 
willing. 

loL. Make haste, I shall suffer sadly if too late for the 
battle. 

Ser.' It is yon who delay, and not I, seeming to do some- 
hing. 

loL. Do you not see how my foot presses^on ? 

Ser. I see you rather seeming to hasten than hastening. 

lOL. You will not say so, when you behold me there. 

Ser. Doing what ? I wish I may see you successful. 

loL. Striking some of the enemy through the shield. 

Ser. If indeed we get there ; for that I have fears of. 

loL. Alas I O arm, would thou wert such an ally to me as 
I recollect you in your youth, when you ravaged Sparta with 
Hercules, how would I put Eurystheus to flight ; since he is 

** See Alcest. 662, Iph. Taur. 245, and Elmsley's note on this passage. 

as yvfivbct expedUua, As in agriculture it is applied to the husband- 
man who casts off his upper garment, so also in war it simply denotes 
being without armour. 
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but a coward in abiding a spear. But in prosperity then is 
this too which is not right, a reputation for courage ; for we 
think that he who is prosperous knows all things well. 

Cho. O earth, and moon that shinest through the night, 
and most Inilliant rajs of the God, that give Hght to mortals, 
bring me news, and shout in heaven and at the queenly throne 
of the blue-eyed Minerva. I am about, on behalf of my coun- 
try, on behalf of my house, having received suppliants I am 
about to cut through danger with the white steel. It is ter- 
rible that a city, prosperous as Mycenas, and much praised for 
valour in war, should nourish secret ^^ anger against my land ; 
but it is evil too, O city, if we are to give up strangers at the 
bidding of Argos.** Jupiter is my ally, I fear not ; Jupiter 
rightly has favour towards me. Never shall the Gods seem 
inferior to men in my opinion.*^ But, O venerable Goddess, 
for the soil of this land is thine, and the city of which you 
are mother, mistress, and guardian, lead away by some other 
way him who unjustly leads on this spear-brandishing host 
from Argos ; for as far as my virtue is concerned, I do not 
deserve to be banished from these halls. For honour, with 
much sacrifice, is ever offered to you ; nor does the waning*^ 
day of the month forget you, nor the songs of youths, or the 
measures of dances ; but on the lofty hill shouts resound in 
accordance with the beatings of the feet of virgins the live- 
long night. 

Seb. O mistress, I bring news most concise for you to hear, 
and to myself most glorious ; we have conquered our enemies, 
and trophies are set up bearing the panoply of your enemies. 

Alc. O best beloved, this day has caused thee to be made 
free for this thy news ; but from one disaster you do not yet 
free me, for I fear whether they be living to me whom I 
wish to be. 

Ser. They live, the most glorious in the army. 

Alc. Does not the aged lolaus survive ? 

Seb. Surely, and having done most glorious deeds by help 
of the Gods. 

** I have corrected Kt\€V(Tfia(fiv "ApyovQ^ with Reiske and Dindorf. 

^ I have adopted Dindorf a correction, ^<tcoviq vap kfAol 6toi ^a- 
vovvrai. 

^ i. e. the last, says Brodaeus. But Ehnsley prefers taking it for the 
vovfiiivia or Kalends, with Musgrave. 
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Alc. But what ? has he done anj doughty act in the fight ? 

Sbr. He has changed from an old into a young man again. 

Alc. Thou tellest marvellous things, but first I wish you 
to relate the prosperous contest of your friends in battle. 

Ser. One speech of mine shall tell you all this ; for when 
stretching out [our ranks] face to face, we arrayed our armies 
against one another, HyUus putting his foot out of his fanr- 
horse chariot, stood in the mid-space of the field ;^ and then 
said, O general, you are come from Argos, why leave we not 
this land alone ? and you will do Mycense no harm, depriving 
it of one man ; but you fighting alone with me alone, either 
killing me, lead away the children of Hercules, or dying, allow 
me to possess my ancestral prerogative and palaces. And the 
{u*my gave praise ; that the speech was well spoken for a ter- 
mination of their toils, and in respect of courage. But he 
neither regarding those who had heard the speech, nor, al- 
though he was general, his [own character for] cowardice, 
ventured not to come near the warlike spear, but was most 
cowardly ; and being such, he came to enslave the descendants 
of Hercules. Hyllus then returned again back to his ranks ; 
but the soothsayers, when they saw that the afiair could not 
be arranged by single combat of one shield, sacrificed, and de- 
layed not, but let fall forth immediately the propitious slaughter 
of mortal throats ; and some mounted chariots, and some con- 
cealed their sides under the sides of their shields; but the 
king of the Athenians gave to his army such orders as become 
a high-bom man. " O fellow-citizens, now it behoves one to 
defend the land that has produced and cherished us."^^ And 
the other also besought his allies not to disgrace Argos and 
MycensB. But when the signal was sounded on a Tyrrhenian 
trumpet, and they joined battle with one another, what a clash 
of spears dost thou think sounded, how great a groaning and 
lamentation at the same time I And first the dashing on of 
the Argive spear broke us ; then they again retreated ; and 
next foot being interchanged with foot, and man standing 
against man, the battle waged fierce ; and many fell ; and there 
were two cries, O ye who [dwell in] Athens, O ye who sow 

M dopSct which is often used to signify the fight^ is here somewhat 
boldly put for the arrangement of the battle. 

*> Cf. iBsch. Soph. c. Th. 14 sqq. Elmsley's notes on the whole of 
this spirited passage deserre to be consulted. 
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the land of the Argives, wiU je not avert disgrace from the 
city? And with difficulty doing every thing, not without 
toils did we put the Argive force to flight ; and then the old 
man, seeing Hyllus rushing on, lolaus, stretching forth his 
right hand, besought him to place him on the horse-chariot ; 
and seizing the reins in his hsmds, he pressed hard upon the 
horses of Eurystheus. And what happened after this I must 
tell by having heard from others, I myself hitherto having 
seen all ; for passing by the venerable hill of the divine Minerva 
of Pellene, seeing the chariot of Eurystheus, he prayed to 
Juno and Jupiter to be young for one day, and to work venge*- 
ance on his enemies. But you have a marvel to hear ; for two 
stars standing on the horse-chariot, concealed the chariot in a 
dim cloud, the wiser men say it was thy son and Hebe ; but 
he from the obscure darkness showed forth a youthful image 
of youthful arms. And the glorious lolaus takes the four-horse 
chariot of Eurystheus at the Scironian rocks — and having 
bound his hands in fetters, he comes bringing as glorious first- 
fruits of victory, the general, him who before was prosperous ; 
but by his present fortune he proclaims clearly to all mortals 
to learn not to envy him who seems prosperous, till one sees 
him dead, as fortune is but for the day. 

Cho. O Jupiter, thou turner to flight, now is it mine to 
behold a day free from dreadful fear. 

Alc. O Jupiter, at length you have looked upon my mi- 
series, but still I thank you for what has been done : and I, 
who formerly did not think that my son dwelt with the Gods, 
now clearly know it. O children, now indeed you shall be 
free from toils, and free from Eurystheus, who shall perish 
miserably ; and ye shall see the city of your sire, and you shall 
tread on your inheritance of land ; and ye shall sacrifice to 
your ancestral gods, debarred from whom ye have had, as 
strangers, a wandering miserable life. But devising what 
clever thing has lolaus spared Eurystheus, so as not to slay 
him, tell me ; for in my opinion thii3 is not wise, having taken 
our enemies, not to exact punishment of them. 

Ser. Having respect for you, that with your own eyes you 
may see him^^ defeated and subjected to your hand ; not, in- 
deed, of his own will, but he has bound him by force in con<* 

*^ Kparovvra cannot be used passively. kXaiovTa is the conjecture of 
Orellif approved by Dindorf. I have expressed the sense, not the text* 
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fttraint, for he was not willing to come alive into jour «^^kt 
and to be punished. But, O old woman, farewdl, and remem- 
ber for me what 70a first said when I began mj tale. Make 
me free ; and in such noble people as 70a the montii oi^liit to 
be free from falsehood. 

Cna To me the danee is sweety if there he the thrilling 
delight of the pipe at the feast; and maj Yenus be kind. 
And sweet it is to see the good fortune oi friends who did not 
expect it before ; for the &te which accomplishes gifts gives 
birth to manj things ; and Time, the son of Saturn. Yoa 
have, O city, a just path, you should never be deprived o£ it, 
to honour the Gods ; and he who bids you not do so^ is near 
madness, such proofs as these b&ng shown. God, in trudi, 
evidently exhorts us, taking away the arrogance of the tu^nst 
for ever. Your son, O old w(»nan, is gcme to heaven; he 
shuns the rep(Hrt of having descended to the reahn of Phito, 
being consumed as to his body in the terrible flame of fire ; 
and he embraces the lovely bed of Hebe in the goldai halL 
Hymen, you have luxioured two children of Jupiter. Many 
things agree with many ; for in truth they say that Minerva 
was an ally of their father, and the city and people of that 
Gt)ddess has saved them, and has restrained the insolence of a 
man to whom passion was before justicet, through violence. 
May my mind and soul never be insatiable. 

Mess. O mistress, you see, but still it shall be said, we are 
come, bringing to you Eurystheus here, an imhoped for flighty 
and one no less so for him to meet with, for he never expected 
to come into your hands when he went forth from Mjoeaaa 
with a much-toiling band of spearmen, proudly planning 
things much greater than his fortune, that he should destroy 
Athens ; but the God changed his fortune, and made it eon- 
trary. Hyllus, therefore, and the good lolaus, have set op a 
statue, in honour of their victory, of Jove, the putter to flight ; 
and they send me to bring this man to you, wishing to ddight 
your mind ; for it is most delightful to see an enemy unfortu- 
nate, after having been fortunate. 

Alc. O hateful tiling, art thou come? has justice taken 
you at last ? first then indeed turn hither your head towards 
me, and dare to look your enemies in the face ; for now yon 
are ruled, and you rule no more. Art thou he, for I wish to 
know, who choscy O wretch, much to insult my son, though no 
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kmger existing ? For in what respeet didst tbou not dare to 
insnlt him ? who led him, while alive^ down to hell, and sent 
him forth, bidding him destroy hydras and lions ? And I am 
silent concerning the other evils you contrived, for it would 
be a long story ; and it did not satisfy you that he alone 
should endure these things, but you drove me also^ and my 
children, out of all Greece, sitting as suppliants of the Gods, 
some old, and some still infants ; but you found men and a 
city free, who feared you not. Thou needs must die miserably, 
and you shall gain every thing, for you ought to die not once 
only, having wrought many evil deeds. 

Mess. It is not practicable for you to put him to death.^ 

Alo. In vain then have we taken him prisoner. But what 
law hinders him from dying ? 

Mess. It seems not so to the chiefis of this land. 

Alc. What is this ? not good to them to slay one's ene* 
mies? 

Mess. Not any one whom they have taken alive in battle. 

Axa And did Hyllus endure this decision ? 

Mess. He could, I suppose, disobey this land I'^ 

Alc. He ought no longer to live, nor behold the light. 

Mess. Then first he did wrong in not dying. 

Ajjx Then it is no longer right for him to be punished 7^ 

Mess. There is no one who may put him to death. 

Alc. I win And yet I say that I am some one. 

Mess. You will indeed have much blame if you do this. 

Alc. I love this city. It cannot be denied. But as for 
this man, since he has come into my power, there is no mortal 
who shall take him from me. For this, whoever will may 
call me bold, and thinking things too mudi for a woman ; but 
this deed shall be done by me. 

Caa It is a serious and excusable thing, O lady, for you to 
have hatred against this man, I well know it« 

EuBTSTHECS. O woman, know plainly that I will not flat- 
ter you, nor say any thing else for my life, whelice I may 
incur any imputation of cowardice. But not of my own ac- 
cord did I undertake this strife — ^I knew that I was your 

*> See Musgraye's note (apud Dindorf). Tyrwhitt consideis all the 
dramatis personsB wrongly assigned. 
** Ironically spoken. 

*' There seems to be something wrong here. 

X 2 
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cousin by birth, and a relation to your son Hercules; but 
whether I wished it or not, Juno, for it was a Goddess, 
forced me to toil through this ill. But when I took up en- 
mity against him, and determined to contest this contest, I be- 
came a contriver of many evils, and sitting continually in 
council with myself, I brought forth many plans by night, 
how dispersing and slaying my enemies, I might dweU for the 
future not with fear, knowing that your son was not one of 
the many, but truly a man ; for though he be mine enemy, 
yet shall he be well spoken of, as he was a doughty man. And 
when he was released [from life], did it not behove me, being 
hated by these children, and knowinc: their father's hatred to 
me, to move eveiy stone, skying aid banishing them, and 
contriving, that, doing such things, my own affairs would 
have been safe ? You, therefore, had you obtained my for- 
tunes, would not have oppressed with evils the hostile off- 
spring of a hated Hon, but would wisely have permitted them 
to Kve in Argos ; you will persuade no one of this. Now 
then, since they did not destroy me then, when I. was willing, 
by the laws of the Greeks I shall, if slain, bear pollution to 
my slayer ; and the city, being wise, has let me go, having 
greater honour for God than for its enmity towards me. And 
to what you said you have heard a reply : and now you may 
call me at once suppliant and brave.^ Thus is the case with 
me, I do not wish to die, but I should not be grieved at leav- 
ing life. 

Cho. I wish, O Alcmena, to advise you a little, to let go 
this man, since it seems so to the city. 

Alc. But how, if he both die, and stiU we obey the city ? 

Cho. That would be best ; but how can that be ? 

Alg. I will teach you, easily ; for having slain him, then I 
will give his corpse to those of his friends who come after 
him ; for I will not deny his body to the earth, but he dying, 
shall satisfy my revenge. 

Eu. Slay me, I do not deprecate thy wrath. But this city 
indeed, since it has released me, and feared to slay me, I will 
present with an ancient oracle of ApoUo, which, in time, will 
be of greater profit than you would expect ; for ye will bury 
me when I am dead, where it is fated, before the temple of 

'' See MatthisB, who explains it: " me et aupplieem, qui mortem depre- 
cetur, etforUm, qui mortem contemnat, dicert licet" 
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the divine virgin of Pallene ; and being well disposed to you, 
and a protector to the city, I shall ever lie as a sojourner 
under the ground, but most hostile to their descendants when 
they come hither with much force, betraying this kindness : 
such strangers do ye now defend. How then did I, knowing 
this, come hither, and not respect the oracle of the God? 
Thinking Juno far more powerful than oracles, and that she 
would not betray me, [I cQd so.] But suffer neither libations 
nor blood to be poured on my tomb, for I will give them an 
evil return as a requital for these things ; and ye shall have a 
double gain from me, I will both profit you and injure them 
by dying. 

ALc. Why then do ye delay, if you are fated to accomplish 
safety to the city and to your descendants, to slay this man, 
hearing these things ? for they show us the safest path. The 
man is an enemy, but he will profit us dying. Take him 
away, O servants ; then having slain him, ye must give him 
to the dogs ; for hope not thou, that living, thou shalt again 
banish me from my native land. 

Cho. These things seem good to me, proceed, O attendants, 
for every thing on our part shall be done completely for our 
sovereigns. 


IPHIGENIA IN AULIS. 


PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

AGAMEMNON. 

OLD MAN. 

MENELAUS. 

ACHILLES. 

MESSENGER. 

ANOTHER MESSENGER. 

IPHIGENLA. 

CLTT.SMNESTRA. 

CHORUS. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


When the Greeks were detained at Aulis by stress of weather, Calchas 
declared that they would never reach Troy unless the daughter of Aga- 
memnon, Iphigenia, was sacrificed to Diana. Agamemnon sent for his 
daughter with this view, but repenting, he despatched a messenger to prevent 
Glytemnestra sending her. The messenger being intercepted by Mene- 
laus, an altercation between the brother chieftains arose, during which 
Iphigenia, who had been tempted with the expectation of being wedded 
to Achilles, arriyed with her mother. The latter, meeting with Achilles, 
discovered the deception, and Achilles swore to protect her. But Iphi- 
genia, haying determined to die nobly on behalf of the Greeks, was 
snatched away by the Goddess* and a stag substituted in her place. The 
Greeks were then enabled to set sail. 
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Agamemnon. Come before this dwelling, O aged man. 

Old Man. I come. But.what new thing dost thou medi- 
tate, king Agamemnon ? 

Ag. Yoa shall learn.' 

Old M. I hasten. Mj old age is very sleepless, and sits 
wakeful upon mine eyes. 

Ag. What star can this be that traverses this way ? 

Old M. Sirius, flitting yet midway (between the heavens 
and the ocean,)^ close to the seven Pleiads. 

Ag. No longer therefore is there the sound either of birds 
or of the sea^ but silence of the winds reigns about this 
Euripus. 

Old M. But why art thou hastening without the tent, king 
Agamemnon ? But still there is silence here by Aulis, and 

* From the answer of the old man, Porson's conjecture, <ririvh, seems 
very probable. 

* See Hermann's note. The passage has been thus rendered by Ennius 

Ag. *' Quid nocti " videtur in altisono 

Coeli clupeo ? 
Sen. Temo superat Stellas, cogens 

Sublime etiam atque etiam noctis 

Itiner. 

See Scaliger on Yarr. de L. L. vi. p. 143, and on Festus s.y. Septemtriones. 
All the editors have overlooked the following passage of Apuleius de Deo 
Socr. p. 42, ed. Elm. " Suspicientes in hoc perfectissimo mundi, ut ait 
Ennius, clypeo," whence, as I have already observed in my notes on the 
passage, there is little doubt that Ennius wrote " in altisono mundi clypeo," 
of which cobU was a gloss, naturally introduced by those who were ignor- 
ant of the use of munthu in the same sense. The same error has taken 
place in some of the MSS. of Virg. Georg. i. 5, 6. Compare the comr 
mentators on Pompon. Mela, i* 1, ed. Gronov. 
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the guards of the fortifications are undisturbed. Let us go 
within. 

Aa. I envy thee, old man, and I envy that man who has 
passed through a life without danger, unknown, unglorious ; 
but I less envy those in honour. 

Old M. And yet 'tis in this that the glory of life is. 

Ag. But this veiT glory is uncertain, for the love of popu- 
larity is pleasant indeed, bat hurts when present. Sometimes 
the worship of the Gods not rightly conducted upturns one's 
life, and sometimes the many and dissatisfied opinions of men 
harass. 

Old M. I praise not these remarks in a chieftain. O Aga- 
memnon, Atreus did not beget thee upon a condition of obm- 
plete good fortune.' But thou needs must rejoice and grieve 
[in turn,] for thou art a mortal bom, and even thou^ you 
wish it not, the will of the GodB will be thus. But thou, 
opening the light of a lamp, art both writing thb letter, which 
thou still art carrying in thy hands, and again you blot out 
the same characters, and seal, and loose again, and cast the 
tablet t6 the ground, pouring abundant tears, and thou lackest 
nought of the unwonted things that tend to madness. Why 
art thou troubled, why art thou troubled ? What new thing, 
what new thing [has happened] concerning thee, O king? 
Come, communicate discourse with me. But thou wilt speftk 
to a good and faithful man, for to thy wife Tyndams sent 
me once on a time, as a dower-gift, and disinterested com- 
panion.^ 

Ag. To Leda, daughter of Thestias, were bom three vir- 
gins, Phoebe, and Clytsemnestra my spouse, and Helen. Of 
this latter, the youths of Greece that were in the first state of 
prosperity came as suitors. But terrible threats of bloodshed^ 
arose against one another, from whoever should not obtain the 
virgin. But the matter was difficult for her father Tyndarus, 
whether to give, or not to give [her in marriage,] and how he 
might best deal with the circumstances, when this occurred to 
him ; that the suitors should join oaths and plight right hands 

* Such seems the force of Ivl iraviv dya&oic. The Cambridge editor 
aptly compares Hipp. 461. XP^*' ^* ^^^ ptiroic ^pa, Tlaripa ^vrcvciy. 

* The ffwwft^oKSfioQ was probably a kind of gentleman-usher» but we 
have no correlative either to the custom or the word. 

* Hermann rightly regards this as an hendiadys. 
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wifh one another, and over bnmt offerings should enter into 
treat/, and bind themselves by this oath, ** Of whomsoever 
the daughter of Tpidarus shall become wife, that they will 
join to assist him, if any one should depart from his house 
taking fher] with him, and excluding the possessor from his 
bed, and that they will make on expedition in arms, and sack 
the city [of the ravisher,] Greek or barbarian alike.** But 
after they had pledged themselves, the old man Tyndarus 
somehow deveriy overreached them by a cunning plan. He 
permits his daughter to choose one of the suitors, towards 
whom the friendly gales of Venus might impel her. But she 
chose (whom would she had never ti^en ! ) Menelaus. And 
he who, according to the story told by men, once judged the 
Goddesses, coming from Phrygia to Lacedaemon, flowered in 
the vesture of his garments, and glittering with gold, barba- 
rian finery, loving Helen who loved him, he stole and bore her 
away to the bull-stalls of Ida, having found Menelaus abroad. 
But he, goaded hastily' through Greece^ calls to witness thie 
old oath given to Tyndarus, that it behoves to assist the ag- 
grieved. Henceforth the Greeks hastening with the spear, 
having taken their arms, come to this Aulis with its narrow 
straits, with ships and shields together, and accoutred with 
many horses and chariots. And they chose me general of the 
host, out of regard for Menelaus, being his brother forsooth. 
And would that some other than I had obtained the dignity. 
But when the army was assembled and levied, we sat, having 
no power of sailing, at Aulis. But Calchas the seer pro- 
claimed to us, being at a loss, that we should sacrifice Iphi- 
genia, whom I begat, to Diana, who inhabits this place, and 
that if we sacrificed her, we should have both our voyage, and 
the sacking of Troy, but that this should not befall us if we 
did not sacrifice her. But I hearing this in rousing pro- 
clamation, bade Talthybius dismiss the whole army, as I should 
never have the heart to slay my daughter. Upon this, indeed, 
my brother, alleging every kind of reasoning, persuaded me to 
dare the dreadful deed, and having written in the folds of a 
letter, I sent word to my wife to send her daughter as if to be 
married to Achilles, both enlarging on the dignity of the man, 
and asserting that he would not sail with the Greeks, unless 

' Sp6fuf for /Aop^ is Markland's, and, doubtless, the correct, reading. 
HovoQ is merely a correction of the Aldiae edition. 
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a wife for him from among us should come to Phthia. Far I 
had this means of persuading mj wife, having made up a pre- 
tended match for the yiigin. But we alone of the Greeks 
know how these matters are, Calchas, Ulysses, and Nestor. 
But the things which I then determined not well, I am now 
differentlj writing so as to he well, in this letter, which hj the 
shadow of night thou beheldest me opening and closing, old 
man. But come, go thou, taking these letters, to Argos. But 
as to what the letter conceals in its folds, I will tell thee in 
words all that is written therein ; for thou art faithful to my 
wife and house. 

Old M. Speak, and tell me, that with my tongue I may also 
say what agrees with your letter. 

Ao. (reading.) "1 send to thee, O germ of Leda, besides^ 
my former despatches, not to send thy daughter to the bay-like 
wing of Eubcea,^ waveless Aulis. For we will delay the bridals 
of our daughter till another season. 

Old M. And how will not Achilles raise up his temper 
against thee and thy wife, showing great wrath at failing of 
hb spouse ? This also is terrible. Show what thou meanest 

Ag. Achilles, furnishing the pretext, not the reality, knows 
not these nuptials, nor what we are doing ; nor that I have 
professed to give my daughter into the nuptial chain of his 
arms by marriage.' 

Old M. Thou venturest terrible things, king Agamemnon, 
who, having promised thy daughter as wife to the son of the 
Goddess, dost lead her as a sacrifice on behalf of the Greeks. 

Ag. Ah me ! I was out of my senses. Alas ! And I am 
falling into calamity. But go, plying thy foot, yielding nought 
to old age. 

Old M. I hasten, O king. 

Ag. Do not thou either sit down by the woody fountains, 
nor repose in sleep. 

Old M. Speak good words. 

* But rea4 tAq—^bXtovq with the Cambridge editor, =. " in relation 
to my former despatches." 

' tAv should probably be erased before KoXmoifi, with the Cambridge 
editor. He remarks, " the sea-port, although separated from the island 
by the narrow strait of Euripus, is styled its tomg** On the metrical 
difficulties and corruptions throughout this chorus, I must refer the reader 
to the same critic. 

' But yJkKTpoVf uxorem, is better, with ed. Camb. 
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Ag. Bnt every where as you pass the double track, look 
about, watching lest there escape thee a chariot passing with 
swift wheels, bearing my daughter hither to the ships of the 
Greeks. 

OldM. This shall be. 

Ag. And go out of the gates *^ quickly,f for if you meet with 
the procession,f again go forth, shake the reins, going to the 
temples reared by the Cyclops. 

Old M. But tell me, how, saying this, I shall obtain belief 
from thy daughter and wife. 

Ag. Prei^rve the seal, this which thou bearest on this let- 
ter. Go : mom, already dawning forth this light, grows white, 
and the fire of the sun's four steeds. Aid me in my toils. 
But no one of mortals is prosperous or blest to the last, for 
none hath yet been bom free from pain. 

Chobus. I came to the sands of the shore of marine Aulis, 
having sailed through the waves of Euripus, quitting Chalcis 
with its narrow strait, my city, the nurse of the sea-neigh- 
bouring waters^* of renowned Arethusa, in order that I might 
behold the army of the Greeks, and the ship-conveying oars 
of the Grecian youths, whom against Troy in a thousand 
ships of fir, our husbands say that yellow-haired Menelaus 
and Agamemnon of noble birth, are leading in quest of Helen, ^^ 
whom the herdsman Paris bore from reed-nourishing Eurotas, 
a gift of Venus, when at the fountain dews Venus held con- 
test, contest respecting beauty with Juno and Pallas. But I 
came swiftly through the wood of Diana with its many sacri- 
fices, making my cheek red with youthful modesty, wishing 
to behold the defence of the shield, and the arm-bearing tents *^ 
of the Greeks, and the crowd of steeds. But I saw the two 
Ajaces companions, the son of Oileus, and the son of Telamon, 
the glory of Salamis, and Protesilaus and Palamedes, whom 

^* It is impossible to get a satisfactory sense as these lines now stand. 
I have translated ikSpfta, There seems to be a lacuna. The following 
are the readings of the Camb. ed. ^v ydp v, dvr^tryc* frdXiv kl. <r. x<>(- 
Xivo-dCf Itti kvkXwviov viv Uic 9vfi» 

^' But dyxiaXov ia better, with ed. Camb. from the Homeric x^^i^^^^ 
r' ayx^oXov. He remarks that this word, in tragedy, is always the epi- 
thet of a place. 

^' L e. to exact satisfaction for her abduction. 

^* L e. the tents containing the armed soldiers. 
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the daughter of Neptune bore, diverting themselves^^ with the 
complicated figures of draughta, and Diomede rejoicing in the 
pleasures of the disk» and bj them Merione, the bloasom of 
Mars, a marvel to mortals, and the son of Laertes from the 
mountains of the isle, and with them Nireus, Purest of the 
Greeks, and Achilles, tempest-like in the course, fleet aa the 
winds, whom Thetis bore, and Chiron trained up, I beheld 
him on the shore, coursing in arms along the shingles. And 
he toiled through a contest of feet, running against a chariot 
of four steeds for victoi^y. But the charioteer cried out, Eu- 
melus, the grandson of Pheres,^^ whose most beauteous steeds 
I beheld, decked out with gold-tricked bits, hurried on hj the 
lash, the middle ones in joke dappled with white-spotted hair, 
but those outside, in loose harness, running contrariwise in 
the bandings of the course, bays, with dappled skins under 
their legs with solid hoofs. Close bj which Pelides was run- 
ning in arms, hj the orb and wheels of the chariot. ^^ And I 
came to the multitude of ships, a sight not to be described^ 
that I might satiate the sight of my woman's ejes, a sweet de- 
light. And at the right horn [of the fleet] was the Phthiotic 
army of the Myrmidons, with flfty valiant ships. And in 
golden ef&gies the Nereid Groddesses stood on the summit of 
the poops, the standard of the host of Achilles. And next to 
these there stood the Argive ships, with equal number of 
oars, of which [EuryalusJ the grandson of Mecisteus was 
general, whom his father Talaus trains up, and Sthenelus son 
of Capaneus. But [Acamas] son of Theseus, leading sixtj 
ships from Athens, kept station, having the Groddess Pallas 
placed ^"^ in her equestrian winged chariot, a prosperous sign to 
sailors. But I beheld the armament of the Boeotians, fiftj 
sea-bound ships, with signs at the figure heads, and their sign 
was Cadmus, holding a golden dragon, at the beaks of the 
ships, and Leitus the earth-bom was leader of the naval 

^* ifSo/iivovg refers both to UptitrtvlXaov and IlaXafiq^ca, divided by 
the schema Alcmanicum. See Markland^ 

" Cf. Homer, II. B. 763 sqq. 

1* Cf. Monk on Hippol. 1229. I have translated vvpiyyac according 
to the figure of a part for the whole. The whole of the remainder of this 
chorus has been condemned as spurious by the Cambridge editor. See 
his remarks, p. 219 sqq. 

I' Can Otrbv refer to a^oX/xa understood ? 
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annament, and [I beheld] those from the Phocian land. But 
the son of Oileus, leading an equal number of Locrian ships, 
came, having left the Thronian city. But from Cjclopian 
MjcensB the son of Atreus sent the assembled mariners of a 
hundred ships. And with him was Adrastus, as friend with 
friend, in order that Greece might wreak vengeance on those 
who fled their homes, for the sake of barbarian nuptials. But 
from Pjlos we beheld on the poops of Grerenian Nestor, a sign 
bull-footed to view, his neighbour Alpheus. But there were 
twelve beaks of ^nian ships, which king Gjneus led, and 
near these again the chieftains of Elis, whom all the people 
named Epeians, and o'er these Eurjtus had power. But the 
white-oared Taphian host * « * * led,^^ which Meges ruled, the 
offspring of Phyleus, leaving the island Echinades, inacessible 
to sailors. And Ajax, the foster-child of Salamis, joined the 
right horn to the left, to which he was stationed nearest, 
joining them with his furthermost ships, with twelve most 
swift vessels, as I heard, and beheld the naval people. To 
which if any one add the barbarian barks, ♦♦♦♦!! will not 
obtain a return. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Where I beheld the naval expe- 
dition, but hearing other things at home I preserve remem- 
brance of the assembled army. 

Old Man. Menelaus, thou art daring dreadful deeds thou 
abouldst not dare. 

Menelaus. Away with thee ! thou art too faithful to thy 
masters. 

Old M. An honourable rebuke thou hast rebuked me with ! 

Men. To thy cost shall it be, if thou dost that thou shouldst 
not do. 

Olp M. You have no right to open the letter which I was 
carrying. 

Men. Nor shouldst thou bear ills to all the Greeks. 

Old M. Contest this point with others, but give up this 
[letter] to me. 

Men. I will not let it go. 

Old M. Nor will I let it go. 

Men. Then quickly with my sceptre will I make thine head 
bloody. 

Old M. But glorious it is to die for one's masters. 

'* This part of the chorus is hopeless, as it is evidently imperfect See 
Hem. 
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Mek. Let go. Being a slavCy thou speakest too many wosda 

Old M. O master, I am wronged, and this man, having 
snatched thy letter out of mj faands^ O Agamemnon, is un- 
willing to act rightly. 

Men. Ah I what is this tumult and disorder of words ? 

Old M. My words, not his, are fittest to speak.^' 

Ao. But wherefore, Menelaus, dost thou come to strife 
with this man and art dragging him by force. 

Men. Look at me, that I may take this commencement of 
my speech. 

Ag. What, shall I through fear not open mine eyelids, being 
bom of Atreus ? 

Men. Seest thou this letter, the minister of writings most 
vile? 

Ao. I see it, and do thou first let it go from thy hands. 

Men. Not, at least, before I show to th^ Greeks what is 
written therein. 

Ag. What, knowest thou what 'tis unseasonable thou 
shouldst know, having broken the seal ? 

Men. Ay, so as to pain thee, having unfolded the ills thoa 
hast wrought privily. 

Ag. But where didst thou obtain it? OGrods, for thy shame- 
less heart ! 

Men. Expecting thy daughter from Argos, whether she 
will come to the army. 

Ag. What behoves thee to keep watch upon my affiiirs ? 
Is not this the act of a shameless man ? 

Men. Because the will [to do so] teased me, and I am not 
born thy slave. 

Ag. Is it not dreadful ? Shall I not be suffered to be mas- 
ter of my own family ? 

Men. For thou thinkest inconsistently, now one thing, be- 
fore another, another thing presently. 

Ag. Well hast thou tidked evil. Hateful is a too clever 
tongue.^ 

Men. But an unstable mind is an unjust thing to possess, 
and not clear^^ for friends. I wish to expostulate with thee, bat 

>' The Cambridf^e editor would assign this line to Menelaus. 
*^ I read cd KiKSfi^l^twat with Ruhnkhen. The Cambridge editor also 
reads irovijp^, which is better suited to Uie style of Euripides. 
•1 The same scholar has anticipated mv conjecture, cafi^ for cafk^* 
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do not thou in wrath turn away from the truth, nor will I 
speak over-long. Thou knowest when thou wast making in- 
terest to be leader of the Greeks against Troj — in seeming 
indeed not wishing it, but wishing it in will — ^how humble 
thou wast, taking hold of every right hand, and keeping open 
doors to any of the people that wished, and giving audience 
to all in turn even if one wished it not, seeking by manners 
to purchase popularity among the multitude. But when you 
obtained the power, changing to different manners, you were 
no longer the same friend as before to your old friends, diffi- 
cult of access,^ and rarely wi thin-doors. But it behoves not 
a man who has met with great fortune to change his manners, 
but then chiefly to be firm towards his friends^ when he is best 
able to benefit them, being prosperous. I have first gone over 
these charges against thee, in which I first found thee base. 
But when thou afterwards camest into Aulis and to the army of 
all the Greeks, tKbu wast nought, but wast in stupefaction at 
the fortune which then befell us from the Gods, lacking a fa- 
vourable breeze for the journey. But the Greeks demanded 
that you should dismiss the ships, and not toil vainly at Aulis. 
But how cheerless and distressed a countenance you wore, be- 
cause you were not able to land your army at Priam's land, hav- 
ing a thousand ships under command.^ And thou besoughtest 
me, " What shall I do ? " " But what resource shall I find from 
whence?" so that thou mightest not lose an ill renown, being 
deprived of the command. And then, when Calchas o'er the 
victims said that thou must sacrifice thy daughter to Diana, 
and that there would [then] be means of sailing for the 
Greeks, delighted in heart, you gladly promised to sacrifice 
your child, and of your own accord, not by compulsion— do 
not say so— you send to your wife to convoy your daughter 
liither, on a pretext of being wedded to Achilles. And then 
changing [your mind] you are caught altering to other 
writings, to the effect that you will not now be the slayer of 
your daughter. Very pretty, forsooth ! This is the same air 
which heard these very protestations from thee. But in- 
numerable men experience this in their affairs; they persevere 

" Compare the similar conduct of Pausanias in Thucyd. i. 130, De- 
joces in Herodot. i., with Livy, iii. 36, and Apul. de Deo Socr. p. 44, 
ed. Elm. 

" I read rb Upidfiov with Elmsley. See the Camb. ed. 
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in labour when in power,'^ and then make a bad fesult, some- 
times through the foolish mind of the citizens^ hvt sometisies 
with reason, themselves becoming incapable of preserving the 
state. I indeed ehieflj groan for hapless Greece^ who, wish- 
ing to work some doughty deed against these good-for-nothing 
barbarians, will let them, laughing at us, slip through her 
hand&, on account of thee and thy daughter. I would not 
make any ene ruler of the land for the sake of necessity,^ nor 
chieftain of armed men. It behoves the general of the atate 
to possess sens^ for every man is a ruler who possesses sense. 

Cho. 'Tis dreadful for words and strife to happen between 
brothers, when they fall into dispute. 

A a. I wish to address thee in evil terms, but nrildly,^ in 
brief, not uplifting mine eyelids too much aloft through inso- 
lence, but moderately, as being my brother. For a good man 
is wont to show respect [to others.] Tell mci why dost thou 
burst forth thus violently, having thy face suffused with rage ? 
Who wrongs thee? What lackest thou ? Wouldst fain gain a 
good wife ? I cannot supply thee, for thou didst ill rule over 
the one you possessed. Must I therefore pay the penalty of 
your mismanagement, wha have made no mistake ? Or does 
my ambition annoy thee ? But wouldst thou fain hold in thine 
arms a fair woman, forgetting discretion and honour ? Cvil 
pleasures belong to an evil man. But if I, having before re- 
solved ill, have changed to good counsel, am I msA ? Rather 
art thou [mad,] who, having lost a bad wife, desirest to re- 
cover her, when God has well prospered thy fortune. The 
nuptial-craving suitors in their folly swore the oath to T^n- 
darus, but hope, I ween, was their God, and wrought this 
more than thyself and thy strength. Whom taking ^"^ make 
thou the expedition, but I think thou wilt know [that it is] 
through the folly of their hearts, for the divinity is not ignor- 
ant, but is capable of discerning oaths ill plighted and per- 
force. But I will not slay my children, so that thy state will 

** With the Cambridge editor I hare restored the old reading cxovrec- 

*^ But see ed. Canib. 

'^ ad is a better reading. See Markland and ed. Camb. 

^ There is little hope of this passage, unless we adopt the readings of 
the Cambridge editor, odg Xa/3u>v arpdrevfi. iroifiot c eiaL The next 
line was lost, but has been restored from Theophilus ad Autol. p. 258, 
aud Stob. xxviii. p. 128, Grot. 
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in justice be well^ zevenge upon the worst of wires, but night» 
and days will waste me awaj in tears, having wrought law- 
less, unjust deeds against the children whom I begat. These 
words are briefly spoken to thee, both plain and easy, but if 
thou art unwilling to be wise^ I will arrange my own af- 
£urs well. 

Cho. These words are different from those before spd^en, 
but they are to a good effect,, that the children be sparedr 

Men. Alas ! aks ! have I then wretched no friends ? 

Ag. [Yes, you have,} at least, if you do not wish to ruin 
your Mends. 

Men. But how will you show that you are bom of the 
same sire with me ? 

Ag. I am born to be wise with you, not foc^h.^ 

Men. It behoves friends to grieve in common with frieeads. 

Ag. Admonish me by well doing, not by paining me. 

Men. Dost thou not then think fit to toil throu^ this with 
Greece ? 

Ag. But Greece^ with thee, is aickeniag through some 
deity. 

Men. Vaunt then on thy sceptre, having betrayed thy bro- 
ther. But I will seek some other schemes, and otiier friends. 

[^Enter a MessengerJ^J 

Messengbb. O Agameswon, king of all the Greeks, I am 
eome, bringing thy daughter to thee, whom thou didst name 
Iphigenia in thy palace^ But her mother follows, the person 
of thy [wife] Clytsemnestra, and the boy Orestes, that thou 
majest be pleased at the sight, being away from thine home 
a l^g season. But as they have come a long way, they and 
their mares are refreshing their female feet by the fair-flowing 
fountain, and we let loose the mares in a grassy meadow, that 
the7 ^S^^ t^^ fodder. But I am come before them to pre- 
pare you [for their reception,] for a swift report passed through 
the army, that thy daughter had arrived. And all the multi- 

■• Cf. Soph. Antig. 523. ovroi ovvkx^nVt dWd. avfit^iXeiv e0vv. 

^ Dindorf condemns the whole of this speech of the messenger, as 
well as the two following lines. Few will perhaps be disposed to follow 
him, although the awkwardness of the passage may be admitted. Her- 
mann considers that the hasty entrance of the messenger is signifled by 
his commencing with a hali' line. 

T 2 
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tude comes out hastily to the spectacle, that thej may behold 
thy child. For prosperous men are renowned and conspicuous 
among all mortals. And they say, *' Is there a marriage on 
foot? or what is going on?** Or, '^Has king Agamemnon, 
having a yearning after his daughter, brought his child 
hither?" But from some you would have heard this : "They 
are initiating^ the damsel in honour of Artemis, queen of 
Aulis, who will marry her." But come, get ready the has- 
kets,^^ which come next, crown thine head. And do thou, 
king Menelaus, prepare a nuptial lay, and through the house 
let the pipe sound and let there be noise of feet, for this day 
comes blessed upon the virgin. 

Ag. I commend [your words,] but go thou within the 
house, and it shall be well, as fortune takes its course. Alas ! 
what shall I wretched say ? Whence shall I begin ? Into 
what fetters of necessity have I fallen ! Fortune has upturned 
me, so as to become far too clever for my cleverness. But 
lowness of birth has some advantage thus. For such persons 
are at liberty to weep, and speak unhappy words, but to him 
that is of noble birth, all these things belong. We have our 
dignity as ruler of our life, and are slaves to the multitude. 
For I am ashamed indeed to let fall the tear, yet again 
wretched am I ashamed not to weep, having come into the 
greatest calamities. Well! what shall I say to my wife? 
How shall I receive her ? What manner of countenance shall 
I present ? And truly she hath undone me, coming uncalled 
amidst the ills which before possessed me. And with reason 
did she follow her daughter, being about to deck her as a 
bride,^^ and to perform the dearest offices, where she will find 
us base. But for this hapless virgin — ^why [call her] virgin ? 
Hades, as it seems, will speedily attend on her nuptitds, — ^how 
do I pity her ! For I think that she will beseech me thus : 
O father, wilt thou slay me ? Such a wedding mayest thou 
thyself wed, and whosoever is a friend to thee. But Orestes 

'® There seems an intendi^d allusion to the double sense of irporlXcia, 
both as a marriage and sacrificial rite. See the Cambridge eaitor, and 
my note on ^sch. Agam. p. 102, n. 2, ed. Bohn. 

*i " Auspicare canistra, id quod proximum est." Musgr. 

** I think this is the meaning implied by wn^i^trovtra, as in vs. 885* 
Xv* dyayoiQ x^'^P^^^* 'Ax^XXct vcii^a wii^tixrovtra trriv, Alcest. 31 7. oit 
ydp fft iiriTtiQ ovTt wfifttKru ttoH. The word seems to refer to the whole 
business of a mamma on this important occasion. 
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being present will cry out knowingly words not knowing, for 
he is yet an infant. Alas ! how has Priam's son, Paris, undone 
me by wedding the nuptials of Paris, who has wrought this ! 

Cho. And I also pity her, as it becomes a stranger woman 
to moan for the misfortune of her lords. 

Men. Brother, give me thy right hand to touch. 

Ao. I give it, for thine is the power, but I am wretched. 
'Men. I swear by Pelops, who was called the sire of my 
father and thine, and my father Atreus, that I indeed will tell 
thee plainly from my heart, and not any thing out of contriv- 
ance, but only what I think. I, beholding thee letting fall 
the tear from thine eyes, pitied thee, and myself let fall [a 
tear] for thee in return. And I have changed^* my old de- 
terminations, not being wrath against you, but I will place 
myself in your present situation, and I recommend you neither 
to slay your child, nor to take my part ; for it is not just that 
thou shouldst groan, but my affairs be in a pleasant state, and 
that thine should die, but mine behold the light. For what 
do I wish ? Might I not obtain another choice alliance, if I 
crave nuptials? But, having undone my brother, whom it 
least behoved me, shall I receive Helen, an evil in place of a 
good? I was foolish and young, before that, viewing the 
matter closely, I saw what it is to beget children. Besides, 
pity came over me, considering our connexion, for the hapless 
girl, who is about to be sacrificed because of my marriage. 
But what has thy virgin [daughter] to do with Helen ? Let 
the army go, being disbanded from Aulis. But cease thou 
bedewing thine eyes with tears, my brother, and exciting me 
to tears. But if I have any concern in the oracle respecting 
thy daughter, let me have none : to thee I yield my part. But 
I have come to a change from terrible resolutions. I have 
experienced^ what was meet. I have changed to regard 

*• The Cambridge editor on yb. 439, p. 109, well observes, " the actual 
arriTal of Iphigenia having convinced Menelaus that her sacrifice could 
not any longer be avoided, he bethinks him of removing from his brother's 
mind the impression produced by their recent altercation ; and knowing 
his open and unsuspicious temper, he feels that he may safely adopt a 
false position, and deprecate that of which he was at the same time most 
earnestly desirous." 

** So Markland, but Hermann and the Cambridge editor prefer the old 
reading furttrri <roc. 

** This and the two following lines are condemned by Dindorf. 
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him who is sprung from a common souroe. Such changes 
belong not to a bad man, [^0 ^ follow the best always. 

Cho. Thou hast spoken generous words, and becoming Tan- 
talus the son of Jove. Thou disgracest not thine ancestors. 

Ag. I commend thee, Menelaus, in that, contrary to mj 
expectation, you have subjoined these words, rightly, and 
worthily of thee. 

Men. a certain disturbance^ between brothers arises on 
account of love, and avarice in their houses. I i^or such a 
relationship, mutually sore. 

Ag. But [consider,] for we are come into cireumstanees 
that render it necessary to accomplish the bloody slaughter 
of my daughter. 

Mek. How ? Who will compel thee to slay thy child ? 

Ag. Tlie whoie assembly of the armament of the Grreeks. 

Men. Not so, if at least thou dismiss it back to Argos. 

Ag. In this matter I might escape discovery, but in that 
I cannot.^ 

Men. What ? One should not too much fear the multitude. 

Ag. Calchas will proclaim his prophecy to the army of the 
Greeks. 

Men. Not if he die first — and this is easy. 

Ag. The whole race of seers is an ambiticms ilL 

Men. And in nought good or profitable, when at hand.'^ 

Ag. But dost thou not fear that which occurs to me ? 

Men. How can I understand the word you say not ? 

Ag. The son of Sisyphus knows all these matters. 

Men. It cannot be that Orestes can pain thee and me. 

Ag. He is ever changeable, and with the multitude. 

Men. He is indeed possessed with l^e passion for popu- 
larity, a dreadful evil 

Ag. Do yon not then think that he, standing in the midst 
of the Greeks, will tell the oracles which Calchas pronounced, 
and of me, that I promised to offer a sacrifice to IMana, and 
then break my word. With which £words] having carried 
away the army, he will bid the* Greeks slay thee and me, and 
sacrifice the damsel And if I fiee to Argos, they wiU eome 

^ Boeckh, Dindorf, and the Cambridge editor rightly explode these 
three lines, which are not even correct Greek. 
*f \ri<rofA€Vy lafebo facieni, 
** vdpa for vdpov, ed. Oamb. 
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and ravage and raze the land, Cyclc^ean walls and all. Such 
are my troubles. O unhappy me I How, by the Gods, am I 
at a loss in these present matters ! Take care of one thing 
for me, Meodaus, going through the army, that Clytaemnestra 
may not learn these matters, before I take and offer my daugh- 
ter to Hades, that I may fare ill with as few tears as possible. 
But do ye, O stranger women, preserve silence. 

Chorus. Blest are they who share the nuptial bed of the 
Goddess Aphrodite,^^ when she is moderate, and with modesty, 
obtaining a calm fr(»n the maddening ^ngs, when Love with 
his golden locks stretches his twin bow of graces, the one for 
a prosperous fate, the other for the upturning of life. I de» 
precate this [bow,] O fairest Venus, from our beds, but may 
mine be a moderate grace, and holy endearmenis, and may I 
share Aphrodite, but reject her wh^ excessive. But the na- 
tures of mortals are different, and their manners are different,^ 
but that which is clearly good is ever plain. And the edu- 
cation which trains** [men] up, conduces greatly to virtue, 
for to have reverence is wisdom, and it possesses an equiva- 
lent advantage, viz. to perceive what is fitting by one's mind, 
where report bears unwasting glory to life.** *Tis a great 
thing to hunt for [the praise of] virtue, among women in- 
deed, by a secret affection,*^ but among men, on the other 
hand, honour being inherent,** [bears that praise, honour,] 
which increases a state to an incfdculable extent.*^ 

TboQ earnest, O Paris, f where thou wast trained up m 
shepherd with the white heifers of Ida, trilling a barbarian 
lay, bxieathing an imitation of the Plurygian pipes of Ol3rmpus 

• i. e. by the gift of Veims. For the sense, compare Hippol. 443. 

*^ Read diat^opot Bk rpSiroi with Monk, and 6p9ut with Musgrave. 

*^ But waiBtvofikvwv is better, with ed. Camb. 

*' I have partly followed Markland, partly Matthias, in rendering this 
awkward passage. Bnt there is much awkwardness of expression, and 
the notes of the Cambridge editor well deserve the attention of the stu- 
dent. k^aX\aff<H)V(rav xapiv seems to refer to jurpia X^*-^ ^ ^^ ^^^« 
and probably signifies that the grace of a reasonable affection leads to the 
equal grace of a clear perception, the mind being unblinded by vehement 
impulses of passion. 

*' i. e. quiet, domestic. 

^ Iviav is only Markland*s conjecture. The whole passage is des- 
perate. 

^ I read /ivpioTrXi^dii with ed. Camb. The pronoun 6 I cannot make 
oat, but by supplying an impossible ellipse* 
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on a reed. And the cows with their well-filled udders 
browsed, when the judgment of the Goddesses drove thee 
mad, which sends tbee into Greece,! before the ivory-decked 
palaces, thou who didst strike love into the eyes of Helen 
which were upon thee, and thyself wast fluttered with love. 
Whence strife, strife brings Greece against the bulwarks of 
Troy with spears and 8hips.f Alas ! alas ! great are the for- 
tunes of the great.^^ Behold the king's daughter, Iphigenia, 
my queen, and Clytsemnestra, daughter of Tyndarus, how are 
they sprung from the great, and to what suitable fortune they 
are come. The poweHul, in sooth, and the wealthy, are Gods 
to those of mortals who are unblest. [Let us stand still, ye 
children of Chalcis, let us receive the queen from her chariot 
to the earth, npt unsteadily, but gently with the soft attention 
of our hands, lest the renowned daughter of Agamemnon, 
newly coming to me, be alarmed, nor let us, as strangers to 
strangers, cause disturbance or fear to the Argive ladies.^*'] 

[^Enter CLTT^fiMNESTRA, Iphigenia, and probably Orestes 
in a chariot They descend from it, while the Chorus 
make obeisance."] 

Cly. I regard both your kindness and your favourable 
words as a good omen, and I have some hope that I am here 
as escort [of my daughter] to honourable nuptials. But take 
out of my chariot the dower-gifts which I bear for my girl, 
and send tbem carefully into the house. And do thou, my 
child, quit the horse-chariot, setting [carefully] thy foot deli- 
cate and at the same time tender. But you,^ maidens, receive 
her in your arms, and lift her from the chariot. And let 
some one give me the firm support of his hand, that I may 
beseemingly leave the chariot-seat. But do some^^ of you 
stand in front of the horses' yoke, for the uncontrolled eye of 
horses is timorous, and take this boy, the son of Agamemnon, 
Orestes, for he is still an infant Child I dost sleep, overcome 
by the ride ? Wake up happily for thy sisters' nuptials. For 

^< The Cambridge editor rightly reads tov, lov, as an exclamation of 
pleasure, not of paiu, is required. 

*7 Dindorf condemns this whole paragraph. 

** The Cambridge editor thinks these two lines a childish interpolation. 
They certainly are childish enough, but the same objection applies to the 
whole passafre. 

^ But read ol ^ with Dobree. The grooms are meant 


62^-655. IPHIGENIA IN AULIS. 329 

thou thyself being noble- shalt obtain relationship with a good 
man, the God-like son of the daughter of Nereus. [^Next 
come thou close to my foot, O daughter, to thy mother, Iphi- 
genia, and standing near, show these strangers how happy I 
am, and come hither indeed, and address thy dear father.] O 
thou most great glory to me, king Agamemnon, we are come, 
not disobeying thy bidding. 

Iph. O mother, running indeed, (but be thou not angry,) I 
will apply my breast to my father's breast. [^*But I wish, 
rushing to embrace thy breast, O father, after a long season. 
For I long for thy face. But do not be angry.] 

Clt. But, O my child, enjoy [thine embraces,] but thou 
wert ever most fond of thy father, of all the children I bore. 

Iph. O father, joyous do I behold thee after a long season. 

Ag. And I, thy father, [joyously behold] thee. Thou 
speakest this equally in respect to both. 

Iph. Hail ! But well hast thou done in bringing me to 
thee, O father. 

Ag. I know not how I shall say, yet not say so, my child. 

Iph. Ah ! how uneasily dost thou regard me, joyfully be- 
holding me [before.] 

Ag. a king and general has many cares. 

Iph. Give thyself up to me now, and turn not thyself to 
cares. 

Ag. But I am altogether concerned with thee, and on no 
other subject. 

Iph. Relax thy brow, and open thy eyes in joy. 

Ag. See, I rejoice as I rejoice, at seeing thee, child." 

Iph. And then dost let fall a tear from thine eyes ? 

Ag. For long to us is the coming absence. 

Iph. I know not what you mean, I know not, dearest 
father mine. 

Ag. Speaking sensibly, thou movest me the more to pity. 

Iph. I will speak foolishly, if I so may rejoice you. 

Ag. Alas ! I cannot keep silence, but I commend thee. 

^ Porson condemns these four lines, which are utterly destitute of 
sense or connexion. 

^^ These ' • precious " lines are even worse than the preceding, and right- 
ly condemned by all. 

" See Elmsl. on Soph. CEd. C. 273. The student must carefully ob- 
serve the hidden train of thought pervading Agamemnon's replies. 
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Iph. Remam, O father, in the hotiae with thj ehildren. 

Ao. I fain would, but not having what I woild, I am 
pained. 

Iph. Perish war and the ills of Menekva I^ 

Aa. What has undone me will first undo others. 

Iph. How long a time wast thou absent in the recesses of 
Aulis ! 

Ag. And now also there is something hinders me fiom 
sending on the army. 

Iph. Where say they that the Phrygians dwdi, father? 

Ag. Where would that Paris, Priam's son, had never dwelt 

Iph. And dost thou go a long distance, O father, when 
thou leavest me ? 

Ag. Thou art come, my daughter, to the same state with 
thy father.** 

Iph. Alas ! would that it were fitting me and thee to take 
me with thee as thy fellow-sailor. 

Ag. But there is yet a sailing for thee, where thon wilt 
remember thy father. 

Iph. Shall I go, sailing with my mother, or alone? 

Ag. Alone, apart from thy father and mother. 

Iph. What, art thou going to make me dwell in other 
houses, father ? 

Ag. Cease. It is not proper for girls to know these matters. 

Iph. Hasten back from Phrygia, do, my father, having 
settled matters well there. 

Ag. It first behoves me to offer a certain 'sacrifice here, 

Iph. But it is with the priests that thou shonldst consider 
sacred matters. 

Ag. [Yet] shalt thou know it, for Uhon wilt stand round 
the altar. 

Iph. What, shall we stand in chorus round the altar, my 
father ?» 

*' rd MevcXectf kcucA must mean the ills resulting from Metielans, the 
mischiefs and toils to 'which his wife led, as in Soph. Antig. 2. rutv dir 
Oli'fKov KaKwv, '* the ills brought about by the misfortunes or the curse 
of CEdipus." But I should almost prefer reading Xcxif for KaKiL^ which 
would naturally refer to Helen. 

'* This line is metrically corrupt, but its emendation is very uncertain. 

'* I have endeavoured to convey the play upon the words as closely as 
I could. Elmsley well suggests that the proper reading is iarqCc^C in ▼«. 
675. 
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Ao. I deem thee happier than myself, for that thou know- 
est nothing. But go within the house, that the girls may be- 
hold thee,^ having given me a sad kiss and thy right tiand, 
being about to dwdl a long time away from thy sire. O 
bosom and cheeks, O 3rellow tresses, how has the city of the 
Phrygians proved a burden to us, and Helen I I cease my 
words, for swift does the drop trid^le from mine eyes when I 
touch thee. Go into the house. But I, I crave thy pardon, 
(to Clt/Uemnestra,) daughter of Leda, if I showed too much 
feeling, being about to bestow my daughter on Achilles. For 
the departure [of a girl] is a happy one, but nevertheless it 
pains the parents, when a father, who has toiled much, delivers 
up his children to another home. 

Clt. I am not so insensible — ^but think thou that I shall 
experience the same feelings, (so that I should not chide thee,) 
when I lead forth my girl with nuptial rejoicings, but custom 
wears away these thoughts in course of time. I know, how- 
ever, the name of him to whom thou hast promised thy daugh- 
ter, but I would fain know of what race, and whence [be is.] 

Ag. JSgina was the daughter of her father Asopus. 

Clt. And who of mortals or of Gods wedded her ? 

Ag. Jove, and she gave birth to JEacus, prince of CBnotie. 

Cjlt. But what son obtained the house of JCacus ? 

Ag. Peleus, and Peleus obtained the daughter of Nereus. 

Clt. By the gift of the God, or taking her in spite of the 
Gods ? 

Ag. Jove acted as sponsor, and bestowed her, having the 
power.*' 

Clt. And where does he wed her ? In the wave of the sea ? 

Ag. Where Chiroin dwdls at the sacred foot of Pelion. 

Clt. Where they eay that the race of Centaurs dwells ? 

Ag. Here the gods celebrated the nuptial feast of Peleus. 

Clt. But did Thetis, or his father, train up Achilles ? 

Ag. Chiron, that he might not learn th^ manners of evil 
mortals. 

Clt. Hah ! wise was the instructor, and wiser he who in- 
trusted him. 

M d^Oijvai KopaiQ, ** non, ut hie, a yiris et exercitu." Brod^us. 

*' Porson on Orest. 1090, remarks on that 6 KvpioQ was the term ap- 
plied to the father or ginardian of the bride. We might therefore render, 
"Jove gave her away," €tc. 
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Aa. Such a man will be the husband of thy child. 

Glt. Not to be found fault with. But what city in Greece 
does he inhabit ? 

Ag. Near the river Apidanus in the confines of Phthia. 

Cly. Thither will he lead thj virgin [daughter] and 
mine. 

Ao. This shall be the care of him, her possessor. 

Cly. And may the pair be happy ; but on what day will he 
wed her ? 

Ag. When the prospering orb of the moon comes round. 

Cly. But hast thou already sacrificed the first ofierings for 
thy daughter to the Goddess. 

Ag. I am about to do so. In this matter we are now en- 
gaged. 

Cly. And wilt thou then celebrate a wedding feast after- 
wards ? ' 

Ag. [Ay,] having sacrificed such ofierings as it behoves 
me to sacrifice to the Gods. 

Cly. But where shall we set out a banquet for the women ? 

Ag. Here, by the fair-pooped ships of the Greeks. 

Cly. Well, and poorly," forsooth ! but may it nevertheless 
turn out well. 

Ag. Do then thou knowest what, O lady, and obey me. 

Cly. In what ? for I am accustomed to obey thee. 

Ag. We indeed in this plac«, where the bridegroom is — 

Cly. Will do what without the mother, [of those things] 
which it behoves me to do ? 

Ag. — will bestow your daughter among the Greeks. 

Cly. But where must I be in the mean time ? 

Ag. Go to Argos, and take care of your virgins. 

Cly. Leaving my child ? And who will bear the [nup- 
tial] torch ? 

Ag. I will furnish the light that becomes the nuptials. 

Cly. The custom is not thus, but you think these matters 
trifles. 

Ag. It is not proper that thou shouldst mingle in the crowd 
of the army. 

Cly. It is proper that I, the mother, should bestow at least 
my own daughter. 

"If this be the correct reading, we must take coXtac ironically. But 
I think with Dindorf, that jcaiewCy dvajKauas it. 
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Ag. And it [is proper] that the damsels at home should not 
he alone. 

Cly. They are well guarded in their close chamhers. 

Ag. Obey me. 

Clt. [No,] by the Argive Goddess queen. But go yon, 
and attend to matters abroad, but I [will mind] the affairs at 
home, as to the things which should be present to virgins at 
their wedding.* 

Ag. Alas ! In vain have I toiled,^ and have been frustrated 
in my hope, wishing to send my wife out of my sight. But I am 
using stratagems, and finding contrivances against those I best 
love, overcome at all points. But nevertheless with the pro- 
phet Calchas I will go and ask the pleasure of the Goddess, not 
fortunate for me, the trouble of Greece.*^ But it behoves a wise 
man either to support a useful and good wife in his house or not 
to marry at all.®* 

Chorus. The assembly of the Grecian army will come to 
Simois, and to the silver eddies, both with ships and with arms, 
to Ilium, and to the Phoebeian plain of Troy, where I hear that 
Cassandra, adorned with a green-blossoming crown of laurel, 
lets loose her yellow locks, when the prophetic influence of 
the Grods breathes upon her. And the Trojans will stand upon 
the towers of Troy and around its walls, when brazen-shielded 
Mars, borne over the sea in fair-prowed ships, approaches the 
beds of Simois by rowing, seeking to bear away Helen, [the 
sister] of the twain sons of Jove in heaven, into the land of 
Greece, by the war-toiling shields and spears of the Greeks. 
But having surrounded Pergamus,® the city of the Phrygians, 
around its towers of stone, with bloody Mars, having torn off 
the heads [of the citizens] cut from their necks, having com- 
pletely ravaged the city of Troy, he will make the daughters 

" This verse is condemned by the Cambridge editor. 

^ Barnes rightly remarked that ^^a is the aorist of ai<rauf, conor, 
oggredior, 

'^ These three lines are expunged by the Cambridge editor. 

•' I have expressed the sense of fi firj Tps<^Hv (=/*») «X***' yvvaiKa), 
rather than the literal meaning of the words. 

^ I must inform the reader that the latter portion of this chorus is 
extremely unsatisfactory in its present state. The Cambridge editor, who 
has well discussed its difficulties, thinks that Ukpyafiov is wrong, and that 
Ipvfjui should be introduced from vs. 792, where it appears to be quite 
useless. 
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and wife of Priam shed many tears. But Helen, the daughter 
of Jove, will sit f in sad lamentation, having left her husband. 
Never upon me or upon my children's children maj this ex- 
pectation come, such as the wealthy Lydian and Phrygian 
wives possess while at their spinning, conversing thua with 
each other. Who^** dragging out my fair-haired tresses^ will 
choose me as his spoil desfHte my tears, while my country is 
perishing? Through thee [forsooth,] the offspring of the 
long-necked swan, if indeed the report is true, that Leda | met 
with" a winged bird, when the body of Jove was transformed, 
and then in the tablets of the muses fables spread these reports 
among men, inopportunely, and in vain. 

\_Enter Achilles.} 

Achilles.' Where about here is the general of the Greeks? 
Who of the servants will tell him that Achilles, the son of 
Peleus, is seeking him at the gates? For we do not remain 
by the Euripus in equal condition ; for some of us being un- 
yoked in nuptials, having left our solitary homes, sit here upon 
the shore, but others, having wives and children :^ so violent 
a passicm for this expedition has fallen upon Greece, not with- 
out the will of the Grods. It is therefore right that I shouki 
speak of what concerns me, and whoever else wishes will 
himself speak for himself. For leaving the Pharsalian land, 
and Peleus, I am waiting for these light gales of Euripus,^ 
restraining the Myrmidons, who are continually pressing me, 
and saying, " Achilles, why tarry we ? what manner of time 
must the armament against Troy yet measure out? At any 
rate act, if you are going to do any thing, or lead the army 
home, not abiding the delays of the Atrides." 

Cly. O son of the Groddess, daughter of Nereus, hearing 
from within thy words, I have come out before the house. 

AcH. O hallowed modesty, who can this woman be whom 
I behold here, possessing a fair-seeming form ? 

Clt. It is no wonder that you know me not, whom you 

^ I have ventured to read BaxpvSev rawaaQ with MSS. Parias., omit' 
ting tpvua with the Cambridge editor, by which the difficulty Lb reiBoved. 
The same scholar remarks that iaKovUv is used adverbially. 

^ There is obviously a defect in tne structure, but I am scarcely pleased 
with the attempts made to supply it. 

^ Read ital vaiSae with Musgrave. *' But see ed. Gamb. 
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have never seen before, but I commend you because you re- 
spect modestj. 

AcH. But wbo art thou ? And wherefore hast thou come 
to the assembly of the Greeks, a woman to men guarded with 
shields ? 

Cly. I am the daughter of Leda, and Cljiiaemnestra is my 
name, and mj husband is king Agamemnon. 

AcH. Well hast thou in few words spoken what is season- 
able. But it is unbecoming for me to converse with women. 
(/* going,) 

Clt. Remain, (why dost thou fly?) at least join thy right 
hand with mine, as a happy commencement of betrothal. 

AcH. What sayest thou ? I [give} thee my right hand ? 
I should be ashamed of Agamemnon, if I toucb^ what is 
not lawful for me. 

Clt. It is particularly lawful, since you are going to wed 
my daughter, O son of the sea Goddess, daughter of Nereus. 

AcH. What marriage dost thou say? Surprise possesses 
me^ lady, unless, being beside yourself, you speak this new 
thing. 

Cly. This is the nature of all people, to be ashamed when 
they behold new friends, and are put in mind of nuptials. 

AcH. I never wooed thy daughter, lady, nor has any thing 
been said to me on the subject of marriage by the Atrides. 

Cly. What can it be ? Do you in turn marvel at my words, 
for thine are a marvel to me. 

AcH. Conjecture ; these matters are a common subject 
for conjecture, for both of us perhaps are deceived in our 
words.*® 

Cly. But surely I have suffered terrible things I I am 
acting as match-maker in regard to a marriage that has no 
existence. I am ashamed of this. 

AcH. Perhaps some one has trifled with both me and thee. 
But pay no attention to it, and bear it with indiflerenee. 

Cly. Farewell, for I can no longer behold thee with up- 
lifted eyes, having appeared as a liar, and suffered unworthy, 
things. 

AcH. And this same [farewell] is thine from me. But I 
will go seek thy husband within this house. 

^ But see ed. Camb. 
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[ Hie Old Man appears at the door of the Aot^e.] 

Old M. O stranger, grandson of ^Skusus, remain. Ho ! thee, 
I say, the son of the Groddess, and thee, the daughter of Leda. 

AcH. Who is it that calls, partially opening the doors? 
With what terror he calls ! 

Old M. a slave. I will not he nice about the title, for 
fortune allows it not. 

Acu. Of whom ? for thou art not mine. My property and 
Agamemnon's are different. 

Old M. Of this lady who is before the house, the gift of 
her father Tyndarus. 

AcH. We are still. Say if thou wantest any thing, for 
which thou hast stopped me. 

Old. M. Are ye sure that ye alone stand before these 
gates? 

Clt. Ay, so that you may speak to us only. But come 
out from the royal dwelling. 

Old M. {Coming forward,) O fortune, and foresight mine, 
preserve whom I wish. 

AcH. These words will do for^® a future occasion, for they 
have some weight 

Clt. By thy right hand [I beseech thee,] delay not, if thou 
hast aught to say to me. 

Old M. Thou knowest then, being what manner of man, I 
have been by nature well disposed to thee and thy children. 

Clt. I know thee as being a faithful servant to my house. 

Old M. And that king Agamemnon received me among 
thy dowry. 

Clt. Thou camest into Argos with us, and thou wast al- 
ways mine. 

Old M. So it is, and I am well disposed to thee, but less 
so to thy husband. 

Clt. Unfold now at least to me what words you are saying. 

Old M. The father who begat her is about to slay thy 
daughter with his own hand. 

Clt. How? I 4eprecate thy words, old man, for thoa 
thinkest not welL 

* But the Cambridge editor admirably amends, tlQ fAiXKovra av9U 
XpSvov, 1. e. " it will be a long time before it preserves them," a hit at 
the self-importance of the old gentleman. 
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Old M. Cutting the fair neck of the hapless girl with the 
sword. 

Cly. O wretched me I Is mj husband mad ? 

Old M. He is in his right mind, save with respect to thee 
and thy daughter, but in this he is not wise. 

Clt. Upon what grounds ? What maddening fiend impels 
him? 

Old M. The oracles, as at least Calchas sajs, in order that 
the army may be able to proceed. 

Clt. Whither ? Wretched me, and wretched she whom her 
father is about to slay ? 

Old M. To the house of Dardanus, that Menelaus may 
recover Helen. 

Clt, To the destruction, then, of Iphigenia, was the return 
of Helen foredoomed ? 

Old M. Thou hast the whole story. Her father is going 
to offer thy daughter to Diana. 

Clt. What ! what pretext had the marriage, that brought 
me from home ? 

Old M. That thou rejoicing mightest bring thy child, as 
if about to wed her to Achilles. 

Clt. O daughter, both thou and thy mother are come to 
meet with destruction. 

Old M. Ye twain are suffering sad things, and dreadful 
things hatli Agamemnon dared. 

Clt. I wretched am undone, and my eyes no longer re- 
strain the tear. 

Old M. For bitter 'tis to mourn, deprived of one's chil- 
dren. 

Clt. But whence, old man, sayest thou that thou hast 
learnt and knowest these things ? 

Old M. I went to bear a letter to thee, in reference to 
what was before written. 

Clt. Not allowing, or bidding me to bring my child, that 
she might die ? 

Old M. [It was] that you should not bring her, for your 
husband then thought well. 

Clt. And how was it then, that, bearing the letter, thou 
gavest it not to me ? 

Old M. Menelaus, who is the cause of these evils, took it 
from me. 

z 
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Glt. O child of Nereus' daagkter, O son of Peleus, dost hear 
these things ? 

AcH. I hear that thou art wretched, aad I do not bear my 
part indifFerentlj. 

Clt. They will alaj my child, having deceived her with thy 
nuptials. 

AcH. I also blame thy husband, nor do I bear it lightiy. 

Clt. I will not be ashamed to fall down at thy knee, mor- 
tal, to one born of a Groddess. For wherefore should I make 
a show of pride ? Or what should I study more than my chil- 
dren? But, son of the Goddess, aid. me in my unhappi- 
ness, and her who is called ihj wife, vainly indeed, but never- 
theless, having decked her out, I led her as if to be married, 
but now I lead her to sacrifice, and reproach will come upon 
thee, who gavest no aid. f^or though thou wast not yoked in 
nuptials, at least thou wast called the beloved husbuid of the 
hapless virgin. By thy beard, by thy right hand, by thy 
mother [I beseech] thee, for thy name hath undone me, to 
whom thou shouldst needs give assistance. I have <io other 
altar to fly to, but thy knee, nor is any firiend near me,^ but 
thou hearest the cruel and all-daring conduct; of Agamemnon. 
But I a woman, as thou seest, have oome to a naval hoet, un- 
controlled, and bold for mischief, but aaefnl, when they are 
willing. But if thou wilt venture to stretch thine hand in my 
behalf, we are saved, but if not, we are not saved. 

Cho. a terrible thing it is to be a mother, and it bears a 
great endearment, and one common to all, so as to toil on behalf 
of their children. 

AcH. My mind is high-lifted in its thoughts,''* and knows 
both how to grieve [mediately] in troubles, and to rejoice 
moderately in high prosperity. For the discreet among mor- 
tals are such as pass through life correctly with wisdom. Now 
there are certain cases where it is pleasant not to be too wise, 
and also where it is useful to possess wisdom. But I, being 

^^ I have little hesitation in reading vkXaQ fiot with Markland, in place 
of ysXf fioi. 

^^ There is much difficulty in this passa;^, and Markland appears to give 
it up in despair. Matthiae simply takes the first part as equivtJent to t^if- 
Xo^Qwv kffriy referring fitrpiutc to both verbs. The Cambridge editor takes 
iia^iiv as an infinitive disjoined from the constniction. Vss. 922 sq. 
are indebted to Mr. G. Burges for their present situation, having before 
been assigned to the chorus. 
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nuitured [in die dwelling] of a most pious man, Chiron, 
have learnt to possess a candid disposition. And I will obey 
the Atrides, if indeed they order well, but when not well, I 
obey not But here in Troy showing a fi^e nature I will 
glorify Mars with the spear, as far as I can. But, O thou who 
hast fluffered wretchedly at the hands of those dearest, in what- 
ever can be done by a youth, I, showing so much pity, will 
set thee right, and thy daughter, having been called my bride, 
shall never be sacrificed by her father, for I will not furnish 
tiiy kusband with my person to weave stratagems upon. For 
my name, even if he lift not op the sword, will slay thy daugh- 
ter, but thy husband is the cause. But my body is no longer 
pur^ if on my account, and because of my marriage, there 
perish a virgin who has gone through sad and unbearable 
troubles, and has been marvellously and undeservedly ill treated. 
I were the "worst man among the Greeks, I were of nought, 
(but Menelaus would be among men,) not as born from Peleus, 
but from some fiend, if my name acts the murderer for thy 
husband.^^ By Nereus, nurtured in the damp waves, the 
£atber of Thetis, who begat me, king Agamemnon shall not 
lay hands on thy daughter, not so much as with a little finger, 
so as to touch her garments. I' faith, Sipylas, a fortress of bar- 
barians, whence the [royal] generals trace their descent, shall 
be deemed a city, but the name of Phthia shall no where be 
Bamed. And the seer Calchas will to his cost consecrate the 
sacrificial cakes and lustral waters. (But what man is a pro- 
phet ?) who tells "^ a few things true, (but many falsely,) when 
be has made a hit, but when he fails, is undone. These words 
are not spoken for the sake of my wedding, (ten thousand 
girls are hunting after alliance with me,) but [because] king 
Agamemnon has been guilty of insult towards me. But it 
bdhoved him to ask [the use of] my name from me, as an en- 
ticement for his daughter, and Clytsemnestra would have been 
most readily persuaded to give her daughter to me as a hus- 
band. And I would have given her up to the Greeks, if on 
this account their passage to Troy had been impeded : I would 
not have refused to augment the common interest of those 
with whom I set out on the expedition. But now I am held 

'* I have closely followed the Cambridge editor. 

7s See the notes of the same scholar. 

z 2 
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as of no account by the generals, and it is a matter of indif- 
ference whether I benefit them or not. Soon shall mj sword 
witness, which, before death came against the Phrygians,''^ I 
stained with spots of blood, whether any one shall take thy 
daughter from me. But keep quiet, I have appeared to thee 
as a most mighty God, though not [a God,] but nevertheless 
I will be such. 

Cho. O son of Peleus, thou hast spoken both worthily of 
thyself, and of the marine deity, hallowed Goddess. 

Cly. Alas ! how can I praise thee neither, too much in 
words, nor, being deficient in this respect, [not] lose thy fa- 
vour ? For in a certain wise the praised dislike their pndsers, 
if they praise too much. But I am ashamed at alleging piti- 
able words, being troubled in myself, whilst thou art not dis- 
eased with my ills. But in fact the good man has some reason, 
even though he be unconnected with them, for assisting the 
unfortunate. But pity us, for we have suffered pitiably ; I, 
who, in the first place, thinking to have thee for a kinsman, 
cherished a vain hope. — Moreover, my child, by dying, might 
perchance become an omen to thy future bridals,^^ which thou 
must needs avoid. But well didst thou speak both first and 
last, for, if thou art willing, my child will be saved. Dost 
wish that she embrace thy knee as a suppliant ? Such conduct 
is not virgin-like, but if thou wilt, she shall come, with her 
noble face suffused with modesty. Or shall I obtain these 
things from thee, without her presence ? 

AcH. Let her remain within doors, for with dignity she 
preserves her dignity. 

Cly. Yet one must needs have modesty [only] as far as 
circumstances allow. 

AcH. Do thou neither bring forth thy daughter into my 
sight, lady, nor let us fall into reproach for inconsiderate con- 
duct, for our assembled army, being idle from home occupa- 
tions, loves evil and slanderous talk. But at all events you 
will accomplish the same, whether you come to me as a sup- 
pliant, or do not supplicate, for a mighty contest awaits me, 
to release you from these evils. Wherefore, having heard 

"** Dindorf has rightly received Porson's successful emendation. See 
Tracts, p. 224, and the Cambridge editor. 
^' Read croic rt fuXXovffiv with Markland. 
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one thing, be persuaded that I will not speak falsely. But if 
I speak falsely, and vainly amuse you, may I perish ; but may 
I not perish, if I preserve the virgin. 

Clt. Mayest thou be blest, ever assisting the unhappy. 

ACH. Hear me then, that the matter may be well. 

Clt. What is this thou sayest ? for one must listen to thee. 

AcH. Let us again persuade her father to be wiser. 

Clt. He is a coward, and fears the army too much. 

AcH. But words can conquer words. 

Clt. Chilly is the hope, but tell me what I must do. 

AcH. Beseech him first not to slay his child, but if he 
oppose this, you must come to me. For if he will be per- 
suaded what you wish, there is no occasion for my efforts, for 
this very [consent] contains her safety. And I also shaU 
appear in a better light with my friend, and the army will not 
blame me, if I transact matters by discretion rather than 
force. And if this turn out well, these things, even without 
my help, may turn out satisfactorily to thy friends and thy- 
self.'s 

Clt. How wisely hast thou spoken ! But what thou sayest 
must be done. But if I do not obtain what I seek, where 
shall I again see thee ? Where must I wretched woman, com- 
ing, find thee an assistant in my troubles ? 

AcH. We guards will watch thee when there is occasion, 
lest any one behold thee going in agitation through the host 
of the Greeks. But do not shame thy ancestral home, for Tyn- 
darus is not worthy of an evil reputation, seeing he is great 
among the Greeks. 

Clt. These things shaU be. Command ; it is meet that I 
obey thee. But if there are Gods, you, being a just man, will 
receive a good reward ; but if not, why should one toil ? 

Cho. What was that nuptial song that raised ^^ its 
strains on the Libyan reed, and with the dance-loving lyre, 
and the reedy syrinx, when o'er Pelion at the feast of the 
Gods the fair-haired muses, striking their feet with golden 
sandals against the ground, came to the wedding of Feleus, 
celebrating with melodious sounds Thetis, and the son of 
j^acus, on the mountains of the Centaurs, through the Felian 

'* The Cambridge editor would omit vs. 1022. There is certainly a 
strange redundancy of meaning. 
'^ Read i<rra<rtv with Mark. Dind. 
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wood. But the Dardan,^^ [Phrygian Granjmede,} dear delight 
of Jove's bed, poured out the nectar in the golden depths of 
the goblets, and along the white sands the fifltj daughters oi 
Nereus, entwining in circles, adorned the naptials of Nereus 
with the dance. But with darts of fir, and crowns of grass, 
the horse-mounted troop of the Centaurs came to the banquet 
of the Gods and the cup of Bacchus. And the Thessalian 
girls shouted loud,^^ " O daughter of Nereua," and the jwro- 
phet Phoebus, and Chiron, skilled in letters, declared, ^' Thou 
shalt bring forth a mighty light, who shall come to the 
[Trojan] land with Myrmidons armed with spear and shield, 
to bum the renowned city of Priam, around his body armed 
with a covering of golden arms wrought by Vulcan, having 
them as a gift from his Goddess Thetis, who begat him 
blessed." Then the deities celebrated the nuptials of the no- 
ble daughter of Nereus fii'st,®® and of Peleus. But thee, [O 
Iphigenia,] they will crown on the head with flowery garlands, 
like as a pure spotted heifer from a rocky cave, making bloody 
the mortal throat [of one] not trained up with the pipe, nor 
amid the songs of herdsmen, but as a bride^^ prepared by thy 
mother for some one of the Argives. Where has the face o£ 
shame, or virtue any power to prevail ? Since impiety indeed 
has influence, but virtue is left behind and disregarded by 
mortals, and lawlessness governs law, and it is a common 
struggle for mortals, lest any envy of the Gods befall. 

Cly. I have come out of the house to seek for my husband, 
who has been absent^ and has quitted the house a long time. 
But my hapless daughter is in tears, casting forth many a 
change of complaint, having heard the death her father de- 
vises for her. But I was mindful of Agamemnon who is now 
coming hither,^^ who will quickly be detected doing evil deeds 
against his own children. 

^' So called, either because he was carried off by Jove whilst huntiog 
in the promontory of Dardanus, or from his Trojan descent. 

'* I have adopted Tyrwhitt's view, considerinj? the words enclosed in 
inverted commas as the actual words of the epithalamium. See Mua^. 
and ed. Gamb. Hermann is strangely out of his reckoning. 

•• Read, however, Nifpy^oiv with Heath, " first of the Nereids." 

'^ The Cambridge editor would read vvu^0K6fi(fi, Reiske wfi^KOfiov, 
There is much difficulty in the whole of this last part of the choms. 

** Such is Hermann's explanation, but PtptiicSrae cannot bear the sense. 
The Cambridge editor suspects that these five Unes are a forgery. 
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Ag. Daughter of Leda» opportunely have I found you with- 
out the house, that I may tell thee, apart from the virgin, 
words which it is not meet for those to hear who are about to 
marry. 

Clt. And what is it, on which your convenience lays hold ? 

Aq. Send forth thy daughter from the house with her 
father, since the lustral waters are ready prepared, and the 
salt-cakes to scatter with the hands upon the purifying flame, 
and heifers, which needs must be slain in honour of the God- 
dess Diana before the marriage solemnities, a shedding of 
black gore. 

Ci<T. In words^ indeed, thou speakest well, but for thy 
deeds^ I know not how I may say thou speakest well But 
come without, O daughter, for thou knowest all that thy father 
meditates, and beneath thy robes bring the child Orestes, thy 
brother. See, she is here present to obey the& But the rest 
I will speak on her behalf and mine. 

Aa. Child, why weepest thou, and no longer beholdest me 
cheerfully, but fixing thy face upon the ground, keepest thy 
vest be^rare it ? 

Cjlt. Alas ! What commencement of my sorrows shall I 
take ? For I may use them all as first, [both last, and middle 
throughout.^] 

Ag. But what is it ? How all of you are come to one point 
with me, bearing disturbed and alanned countenances. 

Clt. Wilt thou answer candidly, husband, if I ask thee ? 

Ag. There needs no admonition: I would fain be ques- 
tioned. 

Clt. Art thou going to slay thy child and mine ? 

Ag. Ah ! wretched things dost thou say, and thinkest what 
thou shouldst not. 

Clt. Keep quiet, and first in turn answer me that. 

Ag. But if thou askest likely things, thou wilt hear likely. 

Cdt. I ask no other things, nor do thou answer me others. 

Ag. O revered destiny, and fate, and fortune mine ! 

Clt. Ay, and mine too, aind this child's, one of three un- 
fortunates I 

*' The Cambridge editor rightly, I think, condemns this line as the 
addition of some one " who thought that something more was wanting to 
comprise all the complaints of the speaker." I do not think the sense or 
construction is benefited by their existence. 
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Ao. But in what art thou wronged ? 

Cly. Dost thou ask me this ? This thy wit hath no wit.** 

Ag. I am undone. Mj secret plans are betrayed. 

Clt. I know and have learnt cJl that you are about to do 
to me, and the very fact of thy silence, and of thy groaning 
much, is a proof that you confess it Do not take the trouble 
to say any thing. 

Ag. Behold, I am silent: for what need is there that, 
falsely speaking, I add shamelessness to misfortune ? 

Clt. Listen, then, for I will unfold my story, and will no 
longer make use of riddles away from the purpose. In the 
first place, that I may first reproach thee with this — ^thou 
didst wed me unwilling, and obtain me by force, having slain 
Tantalus^ my former husband, and having dashed^ my infant 
living to the ground, having torn him by force from my 
breast. And the twin sons of Jove, my brothers, glorying in 
their steeds, made war [against thee,] but my old father Tyn- 
darus saved you, when you had become a suppliant, and thou 
again didst possess me as a wife. When I, being reconciled to 
thee in respect to thy person and home, thou wilt bear witness 
how blameless a wife I was, both modest in respect to affec- 
tion, and enriching thy house, so that thou both going within 
and without thy doors wast blessed. And 'tis a rare prize for 
a man to obtain such a wife, but there is no lack of getting a 
bad spouse. And I bear thee this son, besides three virgins, 
of one of whom thou art cruelly going to deprive me. And if 
any one ask thee on what account thou wilt slay her, say, 
what will you answer ? or must I needs make your plea, "that 
Menelaus may obtain Helen ?" A pretty custom, forsooth, that 
children must pay the price of a bad woman. "We gain the 
most hateful things at the hand of those dearest. Come, if 
thou wilt set out, leaving me at home, and then wilt be a long 
time absent, what sort of feelings dost think I shall experience, 
when I behold every seat empty of this child's presence, and 
every virgin chamber empty, but myself sit in tears alone, 
ever mourning her [in such strains as these :] "My child, thy 
father, who begat thee, hath destroyed thee, himself, no other, 
the slayer, by no other hand, leaving such a reward for [my 

•* " Verum astus hie astu vacat.** Erasmus. 

^ Dindorf has apparently done wrong in admitting vpotroviiirctCt but 
I have some doubt about every other reading yet proposed. 
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care of] the. house."" Since there wants but a little reason 
for me and mj remaining daughters to give thee such a recep- 
tion as you deserve to receive. Do not, by the Gods, either 
compel me to act evilly towards thee, nor do thou thyself be 
80. Ah well ! thou wilt sacrifice thy daughter — ^what prayers 
wilt thou then utter ? What good thing wilt thou crave for 
thyself, slaying thy child ? An evil return, seeing, forsooth, 
thou hast disgracefully set^ut from home. But is it right 
that I should pray for thee any good thing ? Verily we must 
believe the Gk>ds are senseless, if we feel well ^sposed to 
murderers. But wilt thou, returning to Argos, embrace thy 
children ? But 'tis not lawful for thee. Will any of your chil- 
dren look upon you, if thou offerest one of them for slaughter ? 
Thus far have I proceeded in my argument. What ! does it 
only behove thee to carry about thy sceptre and marshal the 
army ? — whose duty it were to speak a just speech among the 
Greeks : *' Do ye desire, O Greeks, to sail against the land of 
the Phrygians? Cast lots, whose daughter needs must die"-^ 
for this would be on equal terms, but not that you should give 
thy daughter to the Greeks as a choten victim. Or Menelaus, 
whose affair it was, ought to slay Hermione for her mother's 
sake. But now I, having cherished thy married life, shall be 
bereaved of my child, but she who has sinned, bearing her 
daughter under her care to Sparta, will be blest. As to these 
things, answer me if I say aught not rightly, but if I have 
spoken well, do not then slay thy child and mine, and thou 
wilt be wise. 

Cho. Be persuaded, Agamemnon, for 'tis right to join in 
saving one's children. No one of mortals will gainsay this. 

Iph. If, O father, I possessed the eloquence of Orpheus, 
that I might charm by persuasion, so that rocks should follow 
me, and that I might soften whom I would by my words, to 
this would I have resorted. But now I will offer tears as all 
my skill, for these I can. And, as a suppliant bough, I press 
against thy knees my body, which this [my mother] bore 
thee, [beseeching] that thou slay me not before my time, for 
sweet it is to behold the light, nor do thou compel me to visit 
the places beneath the earth. And I first ^ hailed thee sire, 

^ See Camb. ed., who suspects interpolation. 

*^ Cf. Lncret. i. 94. ** Nee miserae prodesse in tali tempore quibat. 
Quod patrio princeps donarat nomine regem." ^sch. Ag. 242 sqq. 
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and thou [didst first call] me daughter, and first drawing nigh 
to thy knees^ I gave and in turn receired sweet tokens of 
affection. And soch were thj words : ^ My daughter^ shall 
I some time behold thee prospering in a husband's home^ liv- 
ing and flourishing worthily of me ?" And mine in turn ran 
thus, as I hung about thy beard, which now with my hand I 
embrace : " But how shall I [treat] thee ? Shall I reodve thee 
when an old man, O father, with the hearty reception of my 
house, repaying thee the careful nurture of my youth P*^ Of 
such words I have remembrance, but thou hast foi^otten them, 
and fain wouldst slay me. Do not, [I beseech you] by Peiops 
and by thy father Atreus^ and this my mother, who having 
before brought me forth with throes, now suffers this seocwd 
throe. What have I to do with the marriage of Paris and 
Helen ? Whence came he, father, for my destruction ? Look 
upon me ; give me one look, one kiss, that this memorial of 
thee at least I, dying, may possess, if thou wilt not be per- 
suaded by my words. Brother, thou art but a little helpmate 
to those dear, yet weep with me, beseech thy sire that thy 
sister die not. Even in babes there is wont to be some sense 
of eviL Behold, O father, he silently implores thee. But 
respect my prayer, and have pity on my years. Yea, by thy 
beard we-, two dear ones, implore thee ; the one is jet a nurs- 
ling, but the other grown up. In one brief saying I will over- 
come all arguments. This light of heaven is sweetest of things 
for men to behold, but that below is nought ; and mad is he 
who seeks to die. To live dishonourably is better than to 
die gloriously.' 

Cho. O wretched Helen, through thee and thy nuptials 
there is come a contest for the Atrides and their children. 

Ag. I can understand what merits pity, and what not ; and 
I love my children, for [otherwise] I were mad. And dread* 
ful 'tis for me^ to dare these things, O woman, and dreadful 
not to do so— for so I must needs act. Thou seest how great is 
this naval host, and how many are the chieftains of brazen 
arms among the Greeks, to whom there is not a power of 
arriving at the towers of Troy, unless I sacrifice you, as the 
seer Calchas says, nor can we take the renowned plain of 
Troy. But a certain passion has maddened the army of the 

*' The Cambridge editor clearly shouvs that fioi is the true reading, as 
in vs. 54, t6 vpay/ui S' dirSpiitQ eZxe Twtdptif irarpi, and 370. 
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Greeks, to sail as quickly as possible upon the land of the 
barbarians, and to put a stop to the rapes of Grecian wives. 
And ihej will slay my daughters at Argos, and you, and me, 
if I break through the commands of the Groddess. It is not 
Menelaus who has enslaved me, O daughter, nor have I fol- 
lowed his device, but Greece, for whom I, will or nill, must 
needs offer thee. And I am inferior on this head. For it 
behoves her, [Helen,] as far as thou, O daughter, art con- 
cerned, to be free, nor for us, being Greeks, to be plundered 
perforce of our wives by barbarians. 

Cly. O child ! O ye stranger women ! O wretched me for 
thy death! Thy father flees from thee, giving thee up to 
Hades. 

Iph. Alas for me I mother, mother. The same song suits 
both of us on account of our fortunes, and no more to me is 
the light, nor this bright beam of the sun. Alas ! alas ! thou 
snow-smitten wood of Troy, and mountains of Ida, where 
once on a time Priam exposed a tender ii^ant, having separ- 
ated him from his mother, that he might meet with deadly 
fate, Paris, who was styled Idsean, Idsean [Paris] in the city 
of the Phrygians. Would that the herdsman Paris, who was 
nurtured in care of steers, had ne'er dwelt near the white 
stream, where are the fountains of the Nymphs, and the mea- 
dow flourishing with blooming flowers, and roseate flowers 
and hyacinths for Groddesses to cull. Where once on a time 
came Pallas, and artful Venus, and Juno, and Hermes, the 
messenger of Jove ; Venus indeed, vaunting herself in charms, 
and Pallas in the spear, and Juno in the royal nuptials of 
king Jove, [these came] to a hateful judgment and strife con- 
cerning beauty ; but my death, my death, O virgins, bearing 
glory indeed to the Greeks, Diana hath received as first-fruits 
[of the expedition] against Troy.** But he that begot me 
wretched, O mother, O mother, has departed, leaving me de- 
serted. O hapless me I having f beheld f bitter, bitter, ill- 
omened Helen, I am slain, I perish, by the impious slaughter 
of an impious sire. Would^ for me that Aulis had never re- 

^ There is much doubt about the reading of this part of the chorus. 
See Dind. and ed. Camb. 

^ I have partly followed Abresch in translating these lines, but I do not 
advise the reader to rest satisfied with my translation. A reference to 
the notes of the elegant scholar, to whom we owe the Cambridge edition 
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ceived the poops of the brazen-beaked ships into these ports, 
the fleet destined for Troj, nor that Jove had breathed an 
adverse wind over Euripus, softening one breeze so that some 
mortals might rejoice in their [expanded] sails, but to others 
a pain, to others difficulty, to some to set sail, to others to furl 
their sails, but to others to tarry. In truth the race of mor- 
tals is full of troubles, is full of troubles, and it necessarily 
befalls men to find some misfortune. Alas ! alas ! thou daugh- 
ter of Tyndarus, who hast brought many sufferings, and many 
griefs upon the Greeks. 

Cho. I indeed pity you having met with an evil calamity, 
such as thou never shouldst have met with. 

Iph. O mother, to whom I owe my birth, I behold a crowd 
of men near. 

Cli5. Ay, the son of the Goddess, my child, for whom thou 
camest hither. 

Iph. Open the house, ye servants, that I may hide myself. 

Cly. But why dost thou fly hence, my child ? 

Iph. I am ashamed to behold this Achilles. 

Cly. On what account ? 

Iph. The unfortunate turn-out of my nuptials shames me. 

Cly. Thou art not in a state to give way to delicacy in the 
present circumstances. But do thou remain, there is no use 
for punctilio, if we can [but save your life.] 

AcH. O hapless lady, daughter of Leda. 

Cly. Thou sayest not falsely. 

AcH. Terrible things are cried out among the Greeks. 

Cly. What cry? tell me. 

ACH. Concerning thy child. 

Cly. Thou speakest a word of ill omen. 

AcH. That it is necessary to slay her. 

Cly. Does no one speak the contrary to this ? 

AcH. Ay, I myself have got into trouble. 

Cly. Into what [trouble,] O friend ? 

AcH. Of having my body stoned with stones. 

Cly. What, in trying to save my daughter ? 

AcH. This very thing. 

Cly. And who would have dared to touch thy person ? 

AcH. All the Greeks. 

of this play, will, I trust, show that I have done as much as can well be 
done with such corrupted lines. 
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Clt. And was not the host of the MTrmidons at hand for 
thee? 

AcH. That was the first that showed enmity. 

Clt. Then are we utterly undone, mj daughter. 

AcH. For they railed at me as overcome by a betrothed — 

Clt. And what didst thou reply ? 

AcH. That they should not slay my intended bride. 

Clt. For so 'twas right. 

ACH. [She] whom her father had promised me. 

Clt. Ay, and had sent for from Argos. 

AcH. But I was worsted by the outcry. 

Clt. For the multitude is a terrible evil. 

AcH. But nevertheless I will aid thee. 

Clt. And wilt thou, being one, fight with many ? 

AcH. Dost see these men bearing [my] arms. 

Clt. Mayest thou gain by thy good intentions. 

ACH. But I will gain. 

Clt. Then my child will not be slain ? 

AcH. Not, at least, with my consent. 

Clt. And will any one come to lay hands on the girl ? 

AcH. Ay, a host of them, but Ulysses will conduct her. 

Clt. Will it be the descendant of Sisyphus ? 

AcH. The very man. 

Clt. Doing it of his own accord, or appointed by the 
army? 

AcH. Chosen willingly. 

Clt. a wicked choice forsooth, to commit slaughter ! 

ACH. But I will restrain him. 

Clt. But will he lead her unwillingly, having seized her ? 

AcH. Ay, by her auburn locks. 

Clt. But what must I then do ? 

ACH. Keep hold of your daughter. 

Clt. As far as this goes she shall not be slain. 

AcH. But it will come to this at all events.^^ 

Iph. Mother, do thou hear my words, for I perceive that 
thou art vainly wrathful with thy husband, but it is not easy 
for us to struggle with things [almost] impossible. It is meet 
therefore to praise our friend for his willingness, but it behoves 
thee also to see that you be not an object of reproach to the 

01 Achilles is supposed to lay his hand on his sword. See however ed. 
Camb. 
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armj, and we profit nothing, more, and he meet with calamity. 
But hear me, mother, thinking upon what has entered mj 
mind. I have deterihined to die, and this I would fain do 
gloriously, I mean, by dismissing all ignoble thoughts. Come 
hither, mother, consider with me how well I speak. Greece, 
the greatest of cities, is now all looking upon me, and there 
rests in me both the passage of the ships and the destruction 
of Troy, and, for the women hereafter, if the barbarians do 
them aught of harm, to allow them no longer to cany them 
off from prosperous Greece, having avenged the destruction of 
Helen, whom Paris bore away.*^ All these things I dying 
shall redeem, and my renown, for that I have fneed Greece, 
will be blessed. M<»reover, it is not right that I should be 
too fond of life ; for tiiou bast brought me forth for the com- 
mon good of Greece, not for thyself only. But shall ten 
thousand men armed with bucklers, and ten thousand, oars in 
hand, their country being injured, dare to do some deed against 
the foes, and perish on behalf of Greece, while my Hfe, being 
but one, shall hinder all these things ? What maimer of jus- 
tice is this ? Have we a word to answer ? Ajnd let me come 
to this point : it is not meet that this man should come to strife 
with all the Greeks for the sake of a wonmn, nor lose bia life. 
And one man, forsooth, is better than ten thousand women, 
that he should behold the light. But if Diana hath wished to 
receive my body, shall I, being mortal, become an opponent 
to the Goddess ? But it cannot be. I give my body for 
Greece. Sacrifice it, and sack Troy. For this for a long 
time wiU be my memorial, and this my Ghildi«n, my wedding, 
and my glory. Bnt it is meet that Greeks should rule over 
barbarians, mother, but not barbarians over Greeks, for the 
one is slavish, but the others are free. 

. Cho. Thy part, indeed, O virgin, is glorious ; but the work 
of fortune and of the Gods sickens. 

AcH. Daught^ <^ Agamemnon, some one of the Gods 
destined me to happiness, if I obtained thee as a wife, and I 
envy Greece on thy account, and thee on account of Greece. 
For well hast thou spoken this, and worthily of the country, 
for, ceasing to strive with the deity, who is more powerful 
than thou art, thou hast c<Hisidered what is good and useful. 
But still more does a desire of thy union enter my mind, when 

'^ Obviously a spurious liue. 
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I look to thy nature, for thou art noble. But ooniider, for I 
wish to benefit you, and to receive you to my home, and, 
Thetis be my witness, I am grieved if I shall not save you, 
coming to conflict with the Greeks. Consider: death is a 
terribk ill. 

Iph. I speak these words, no others, with due foresight. 
Enough is the daughter of Tyndarus to have caused contests 
and alaughter of men through her person : but do not thou, 
stranger, die in my behalf, nor slay any one. But let me 
preserve Greece, if I am able. 

AcH. O best of spirits, I have nought further to answer 
thee, ainoe it seems thus to thee, for thou hast noble thoughts ; 
for wherefore should not one tell the truth ? But neverthe- 
less thou mayest perchance repent these things. In order, 
therefore, that thou mayest all that lies in my power, I will 
go and place these my arms near the altar, as I will not allow 
you to die, but hinder it. And thou too wilt perhaps be of 
my opinion, when thou seest the sword nigh to thy neck. I 
will not allow thee to die through thy wild determination, but 
going with these mine arms to the temple (^ the Goddess, I 
will await thy presence there. 

Iph. Mother, why dost thou silently bedew thine eyes 
with tears ? • 

Olt. I wretched have a reason, so as to be pained at hearts 

Iph. Cease ; do not daunt me, but obey me in this. 

Clt. Speak, for thou shalt not be wronged at my hands, 
my child. 

Iph; Neither then do thou cut off the locks of thine hair, 
Luor put on black garments around thy body.] ' 

Clt. Wherefore sayest tiiou this, my child ? Having lost 
thee— 

Iph. Not you indeed — I am saved, and thou wilt be glori- 
ous as £ar as I am concerned. 

Clt. How sayest thou ? Must I not bemoan thy life ? 

Iph. Not in the least, since no tomb will be upraised for me. 

Clt. Why, what then is death ? Is not a tomb customary?^ 

Iph. The altar of the Goddess, daughter of Jov«, will be 
my memorial. 

Clt. But, O child, I will obey thee, for thou speakest well. 

Ii'H. Ay, as prospering like the benefactress of Greece. 
*' I have iHinctuaied with «d. Camb. 
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Clt. What then shall I tell thy sisters ? 

Ipu. Neither do thou clothe them in black garments. 

Clt. But shall I speak any kind message from thee to the 
virgins? 

Iph. Ay, fbid them] fare well, and do thou, for my sake, 
train up this [boy] Orestes to be a man. 

Clt. Embrace him, beholding him for the last time. 

Iph. O dearest one, thou hast assisted thy friends to the 
utmost in thy power. 

Clt. Can I, by doing any thing in Argos, do thee a pleasure? 

Iph. Hate not my father, yes, thy husband. 

Clt. He needs shall go through terrible trials on thy ac- 
count. 

Iph. Unwillingly he hath undone fne on behalf of the land 
of Greece. 

Clt. But ungenerously, by craft, and not in a manner 
worthy of Atreus. 

Iph. Who will come and lead me, before I am torn away 
by the hair?^* 

Clt. I will go with thee. 

Iph. Not you indeed, thou sayest not welL 

Clt. Ay [but I will,] clinging to thy garments. 

Iph. Be persuaded by me, mother. Remain, for this is 
more fitting both for me and thee. But let some one of these 
my father's followers conduct me to the meadow of Diana, 
where I am to be sacrificed. 

Clt. O child, thou art going. 

Iph. Ay, and I shall ne'er return. 

Clt. Leaving thy mother — 

Iph. As thou seest, though, not worthily. 

Clt. Hold I Do not leave me. 

Iph. I do not sufier thee to shed tears. But, ye maidens, 
raise aloft the psean for my sad hap, [celebrate] Diana, the 
daughter of Jove,^^ and let the joyful strain go forth to the 
Greeks. And let some one make ready the baskets, and let 
flame bum with the purifying cakes, and let my father serve 
the altar with his right hand, seeing I am going to bestow 
upon the Greeks safety that produces victory.^^ 

•^ See ed. Camb. 

^^ t{t^rifiri<faTt here governs two distinct accusatires. 

^ The Cambridge editor here takes notice of Aristotle's charge of in* 
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Conduct me, the conqueror of the cities of Troy and of the 
Phrygians. Surround" me with crowns, bring them hither. 
Here is my hair to crown. And [bear hither] the lustral foun- 
tains.^^ Encircle [with dances] around the temple and the 
altar, Diana, queen Diana, the blessed, since by my blood and 
offering I will wash out her oracles, if it needs must be so. O 
revered, revered mother, thus f indeed f will we [now] afford 
thee our tears, for it is not fitting during the sacred rites. O 
damsels, join in singing Diana, who dwells opposite Chalcis, 
where the warlike ships have been eager [to set out,] being de- 
tained in the narrow harbours of Aulis here through my 
name.^ Alas ! O my mother-land of Pelasgia, and my My- 
cenian handmaids. 

Cho. Dost thou call upon the city of Perseus, the work of 
the Cyclopean hands ? 

Iph. Thou hast nurtured me for a glory to Greece, and I 
will not refuse to die. 

Cho. For renown will not fail thee. 

Iph. Alas ! alas I lamp-bearing day, and thou too, beam of 
Jove, another, another life and state shall we dwell in. Fare- 
well for me, beloved light I 

Cho. 'Alas! alas I Behold ^^ the destroyer of the cities of 
Troy and of the Phrygians, wending her way, decked as to 
her head with garlands and with lustral streams, to the altar 
of the sanguinary Goddess, about to stream with drops of gore, 
being stricken on her fair neck. Fair dewy streams, and 
lustral waters from ancestral sources ^°^ await thee, and the 

consistency, 8ri ovSkv totxtv 17 iKtri-bovaa [Iphigenia] ry vorkpq.. He 
-well remarks, that Iphigenia at first naturally gives way before the sud- 
denness of the announcement of her fate, but that when she collects her 
feelings, her natural nobleness prevails. 

'^ Cf. Lucret. i. 88. " Cui simul infula virgineos circumdata comtus, 
Ex utraque pari malanim parte profusa est. 

" Read irayag with Reiske, Dind. ed. Gamb. There is much corrup- 
tion and awkwardness in the following verses of this ode. 

^ On the sense of fisfiovt see ed. Gamb., who would exclude ^i' I|i6y 
6vofia. 

^^ Gf. Soph. Ant. 806 sqq. The whole of this passage has been ad- 
mirably illustrated by the Cambridge editor. 

101 There is much awkwardness about this epithet frarpifai. One 
would expect a clearer reference to Agamemnon. I scarcely can suppose 
it correct, although I do not quite see my way in the Cambridge editor's 
readings. 
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host of the Greeks eager to reach Troj. But let us celebrate 
Diana, the daughter of Jove, queen of the Gods, as upon a 
prosperous occasion. O hallow^ one, that rejoicest in human 
sacrifices, send the army of the Greeks into the land of the 
Phrygians, and the territory of deceitful Troy, and grant that 
by Grecian spears Agamemnon may place a most glorious 
crown upon his head, a glory ever to be remembered. 

[^Enter a Messenger.^^] 

Mes. daughter of lyndarus, Clyta&mnestra, come without 
the house, that thou mayest hear my words. 

Cly. Hearing thy voice, I wretched came hither, tenified 
and astounded with fear, lest thou shouldst be come, bearing 
some new calamity to me in addition to the present one. 

Mes. Concerning thy daughter, then, I wish to tell thee 
marvellous and fearful things. 

Cly. Then delay not, but speak as quickly as possible. 

Mes. But, my dear mistress, thou shalt learn every thing 
clearly, and I will speak from the very commencement, unless 
my memory, in something failing, deceive my tongue. For 
when we came to the enclosure and flowery meads of Diana, 
the daughter of Jove, where there was an assembly of the 
army of the Greeks, leading thy daughter, the host of the 
Greeks was straightway convened. But when king Aga- 
memnon beheld the girl wending her way to the grove for 
slaughter, he groaned aloud, and turning back his head, he 
shed tears, placing his garments ^^ before his eyes. But she, 
standing near him that begot her, spake thus : *' O father, I 
am here for thee, and I willing give my body on behalf of my 
country, and of the whole land of Greece, that, leading it to 
the altar of the Goddess, they may sacrifice it, since this is 
ordained. And, as far as I am concerned, may ye be fortunate, 
and obtain the gift of victory, and reach your native land. 
Furthermore, let no one of the Greeks lay hands on me^ for 

^^* Ponon, Prsf. ad Hec. p. zxi., and the Cambridge editor (p. 228 
8qq.) have concurred in fully condemning the whole of this last scene. 
It is certain that in the time of JBlian something different must have been 
in existence, and equally certain that the whole abounds in repetitions 
and inconsistencies, that seem to point either to spuriousness, or, at least, 
to the existence of interpolations of a serious character. In this latter 
opinion Matthite and Dindorf agree. 

*<^ An allusion to the celebrated picture of Timanthes. See Barnes. 
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'with a stout heart I will present mj neck in silence." Thus 
much she spoke, and eveiy one marvelled on hearing the 
courage and valour of the virgin. Bat Talthjhius, whose 
office this was, standing in the midst, proclaimed good-omened 
silence to the people. And the seer Calchas placed in a golden 
canister a sharp knife,'^ which he had drawn out,! within its 
case,f and crowned the head of the girL But the son of 
Peleus ran around the altar of the Goddess, taking the canister 
and lustral waters at the same time. And he said : *' O Diana, 
beast-slaying daughter of Jove, that revolvest thy brilliant 
light by night, receive this offering which we bestow on thee, 
[we] the army of the Greeks, and king Agamemnon, the pure 
blood from a fair virgin's neck ; and grant that the sail may 
be without injury to oar ships, and that we may take the 
towers of Troy by the spear." But the Atrides and all the 
army stood looking on the ground, and the priest, taking the 
knife, prayed, and viewed her neck, that he might find a place 
to strike. And no little pity entered my mind, and I stood 
with eyes cast down, but suddenly there was a marvel to be- 
hold. For every one could clearly perceive the sound of the 
blow, but beheld not the virgin, where on earth she had 
vanished. But the priest exclaimed, and the whole army 
shouted, beholding an unexpected prodigy from some one of 
the Gods, of which, though seen, they had scarcely belief. 
For a stag lay panting on the ground, of mighty size to see 
and beautiful in appearance, with whose blood the altar of the 
€k)ddess was abundantly wetted. And upon this Calchas, 
(think with what joy I) thus spake: "O leaders of this com- 
mon host of the Greeks, behold this yictim which the Goddess 
hath brought to her altar, a mountain-roaming stag. This 
she prefers greatly to the virgin, lest her altar should be de- 
filed with generous blood. And she hath willingly received 
this, and grants us a prosperous sail, and attack upon Troy. 
Upon this do every sailor take good courage, and go to his 
ships, since on this day it behoves us, quitting the hollow re- 
cesses of Aulis, to pass over the .^ean wave." But when 
the whole victim was reduced to ashes, he prayed what was 

* ^^ I have done my best with this passage, following Matthiae's explana- 
tion, which, however, I do not perfectly understand. If vs. 1567 were 
away, we should be less at a loss, but the same may be said of the whole 
scene. 
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meet, that the army might ohtain a passage. And Agamem- 
non sends me to tell thee this, and to saj what a fortune he 
hath met with from the Gods, and hath obtained unwaning 
glory through Greece. But I speak, having been present, and 
witnessing the matter. Thy child has evidently flown to the 
Grods; away then with grief, and cease wrath against your 
husband. But the will of the Gods is unforeseen by mortals, 
and them they love, they save. For this day hath beheld tbj 
daughter dying and living [in turn.] 

Cho. How delighted am I at hearing this from the mes- 
senger ; but he says that thy daughter living abides among 
the Gods. 

Clt. O daughter, of whom of the Gods art thou the theft? 
How shall I address thee ? What shall I say that these words 
do not offer me a vain comfort, that I may cease from my 
mournful grief on thy account ? 

Cho. And truly king Agamemnon draws hither, having 
this same story to tell thee. 

[^Enter Agamemnon.] 

Ag. Lady, as far as thy daughter is concerned, we may be 
happy, for she really possesses a companionship with the Gods. 
But it behoves thee, taking this young child [Orestes,] to go 
home, for the army is looking towards setting sail. And fare 
thee well, long hence will be my addresses to thee from Troj, 
and may it be well with thee. 

Cho. Atrides, rejoicing go thou to the land of the Phry- 
gians, and rejoicing return, having obtained for me most 
glorious spoils from Troy. 
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IFHIGENIA. 

ORESTES. 
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THOAS. 

MESSENGER. 

MINERVA. 

CHORUS OF GRECIAN 
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THE AEGUMENT. 


Orestes, coming into Tauri in Scythia, in company with Pylades, had 
been commanded to bear away the image of Diana, after which he was 
to meet with a respite from the avenging Erinnyes of his mother. His 
sister Iphigenia, who had been carried away by Diana from Aulis, when 
on the point of being sacrificed by her father, chances to be expiating a 
dream that led her to suppose Orestes dead, when a herdsman announces 
to her the arrival and detection of two strangers, whom she is bound by 
her office to sacrifice to Diana. On meeting, a mutual discovery takes 
place, and they plot their escape, Iphigenia imposes on the superstitious 
fears of Thoas, and, removing them to the sea-coast, they are on the point 
of making their escape together, when they are surprised, and subse- 
quently detained and driven back by stress of weather. Thoas is about 
to pursue them, when Minerva appears, and restrains him firom doing so, 
at the same time procuring liberty of return for the Grecian captives who 
form the chorus. 


IPHIGENIA IN TAUEIS. 


Iphigenia. 


Pelops/ the son of Tantalus, setting out to Pisa with his swiflb 
steeds, weds the daughter of CEnomaus, from whom sprang 
Atreus ; and from Atreus his sons, Menelaus and Agamem- 
non, from which [latter] I was born, Iphigenia, child of 
[Clytsemnestra,] daughter of Ty^^^^^? whom my father, as 
he imagined, sacrificed to Diana on account of Helen, near the 
eddies, which Euripus continually whirls to and fro, upturn- 
ing the dark blue sea with frequent blasts, in the famed ^ re- 
cesses of Aulis. For here indeed king Agamemnon drew 
together a Grecian armament of a thousand ships, desiring 
that the Greeks might take the glorious prize of victory over 
Troy,' and avenge the outraged nuptials of Helen, for the 
gratification of Menelaus. But, there being great difficulty 
of saiHng,' and meeting with no winds, he came to [the con- 

* This Yerse and part of the following are set down among the ''oil 
cruet" yerses by Aristophanes, Ran. 1232. Aristotle, Poet. § xvii. gives 
a sketch of the plot of the whole play, by way of illustrating the general 
fonn of tragedy. Hyginus, who constantly has Euripides in view, also gives 
a hrief analysis of the plot, fab. cxx. For a description of the quadrigae 
of Pelops, see Philostratus Imagg. i. 19. It must be observed, that Anto- 
ninus Liberalis, § 27, makes Iphigenia only the supposititious daughter 
of Agamemnon, but really the daughter of Theseus and Helen. See Meurs. 
on Lycophron, p. 145. 

' I must confess that I cannot find what should have so much displeased 
the critics in this word. Iphigenia, in using such an epithet, evidently 
refers to her own intended sacrifice, which had rendered the recesses of 
Aulis a place of no small fame. 

' But Lenting prefers *Axaioic, with the approbation of the Cambridge 
editor. 

* See Reiske apud Dindorfl Compare my note on ^sch. Ag. 188, p. 
J 01, ed. Bohn. So also Callimachus, Hymn. iii. /uiXtov dTcXotric, trt oi 


860 IPHIGENIA IN TAXJBIS. 16-43. 

sideration of] the omens of burnt sacrifices, and Calcbas speaks 
thus. O thou who rulest over this Grecian expedition, Aga- 
memnon, thou wilt not lead forth thy ships from the ports of 
this land, before Diana shall receive thy daughter Iphigenia 
as a victim ; for thou didst vow to sacrifice to the light-bear- 
ing Goddess whatsoever the year should bring forth most beau- 
tiful. Now your wife Clytaemnestra has brought forth a 
daughter in your house, referring to me the title of the most 
beautiful, whom thou must needs sacrifice. And so, by the 
arts of Ulysses,* they drew me from my mother under pretence 
of being wedded to Achilles. But I wretched coming to 
Aulis, being seized and raised aloft above ^ the pyre, would 
tiave been slain by the sword ; but Diana, giving to the Greeks 
a stag in my stead, stole me away, and, sending me through 
the clear sether,'' she settled me in this land of the Tauri, where 
barbarian Thoas rules ^ the land, o'er barbarians, [Thoas,] who 
guiding his foot swift as the pinion, has arrived at this epi- 
thet [of Thoas, i. e. the swift] on account of his fleetness of 
foot. And she places me in this house as priedtess, since 
which time the Goddess Diana is wont to be pleased with such 
rites as these," the name of which alone is fair. But, for the 
rest, I am silent, fearing the Goddess. For I sacrifice even as 
before was the custom in the city, whatever Grecian man comes 
to this land. I crop the hair, indeed, but the slaying that 
may not be told is the care of others within these shrines. ^^ 
But the new visions which the [past] night hath brought with 
it, I will tell to the sky,*^ if indeed this be any remedy, I 

' Sinon made the same complaint. Cf. Virg. ^n. ii. 90, 

• Cf. iEsch. Ag. 235. 

f This whole passage has been imitated by Ovid, de Ponto, iii. 2, 60. 
" Sceptra tenente illo, liquidas fecisse per auras, Nescio quam dicunt 
Iphigenian iter. Quam leyibus ventis sub nube per aera vectam Cre- 
ditur his Phcebe deposuisse locis.*' Cf. Lycophron, p. 16, vs. 3sqq. 
Nonnus xiii. p. 332, 14 sqq. 

' Obser\'e the double construction of dvdffffu, Orest. 1690. voOtcuq 
fuHovffa OaXdffffTic. 

' The Cambridge editor would expunge this line, which certainly seems 
languid and awkward. Boissonade on Aristaenet. £p. xiii. p. 421, would 
simply read rd S* dWa c. r. 9, ^ofiovfiivri' Ovia yap. He also retains 
UpelaVf referring to Gaisford on Hephsest. p. 216. 

»• The Cambridge editor would throw out vs. 41. 

*^ The Cambridge editor refers to Med. 56, Androm. 91, Soph. El. 
425. Add Plant. Merc. i. 1, 3. " Non ego idem facio, at alios in co- 
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seemed in my sleep, removed from this land, to be dwelling in 
Argos, and to slumber in my virgin chamber, but the surface 
of the earth [appeared] to be shaken with a movement, and I 
fled, and standing without beheld the coping *^ of the house 
giving way, and all the roof falling stricken to the ground 
from the high supports. And one piUar alone, as it seemed 
to me, was left of my ancestral house, and from its capital it 
seemed to stream down yellow locks, and to receive a human 
voice, and I, cherishing this man-slaying office which I hold, 
weeping [began] to besprinkle it, as though about to be slain. 
But I thus interpret my dream. Orestes is dead, whose rites 
I was beginning. For male children are the pillars of the 
house, and those whom my lustral waters ^^ sprinkle die. 
Nor yet can I connect the dream with my friends, for Stro- 
phius had no son, when I was to have died. Now, therefore, 
I being present, will to my absent brother offer the rites of 
the dead — for this I can do— in company with the attendants 
whom the king gave to me, Grecian women. But from some 
cause they are not yet present. I will go^* within the home 
wherein I dwell, these shrines of the Gk)ddess. 

Orestes. Look out ! Watch, lest there be any mortal in 
the way. 

Pylades. I am looking out, and keeping watch, turning 
my eyes every where. 

Or. Pylades, does it seem to you that this is the temple of 
the Goddess, whither we have directed our ship through the 
seas firom Argos ? ^* 

Ftl. It does, Orestes, and must seem the same to thee. 

Or. And the altar where Grecian blood is shed ? 

Ftl. At least it has its pinnacles tawny with blood. 

Or. And under the pinnacles themselves do you behold the 
spoils? 

moediis yidi facere amatores, qui aut nocti, aut die, Aut Soli, aul Lnnee 
miserias narrant suas." Theognetus apud Athen. xy. p. 671. Casaub. 
9re0tXo(ro0i7ffac yv ical oitpavif \a\&v, Cf. Dayis, on Cicero, Tusc. Q. 
iii. 26, and Lomeier de Lnstrat. } xxxvii. 

■' Opiyiebv is properly the uppermost part of the walls of any building 
(Pollux, Til. 27) surrounding the roof, orkyoQ is the roof itself. 

1' Cf. Meurs. ad Lycophron, p. 148. 

^^ I read eZfi' Atna with Hermann and the Cambridge editor. 

1' This line is condemned by the Cambridge editor. Surges has trans- 
posed it. 
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Ptx. The spoilsy forsooth, of shiin strangerft. 

Ob. Bat it behoves one^ tumiog one's eye around, to keep 
a careful watch. O Phoebus, wherefore hast thou again led 
me into this snare bj your prophecies, when I had avenged 
the blood of my father by slaying my mother? But by suc- 
cessive^^ attacks of the Furies was I driven an exile, an out- 
cast from the land, and fulfilled many diverse bending courses. 
But coming [to thy oracle] I required of thee how I might 
arrive at an end of the madness that drove me on, and of my 
toils [which I had laboured through, wandering over Greece.^^J 
But thou didst answer that I must come to the confines of the 
Tauric territory, where thy sister Diana possesses altars, and 
must take the image of the Goddess, which they here say feU 
from heaven ^® into these shrines ; and that taking it either by 
stratagem or by some stroke of fortune, having gone through 
the risk, I should give it to the land of the Athenians — ^bat 
no further directions were given — and that having done this, 
I should have a respite from my toils.^^ But I am come 
hither, persuaded by thy words, to an unknown and inhos- 
pitable land. I ask you, then, Pylades, for you are a sharer 
with me in this toil, what shall we do ? For thou beholdest 
the lofty battlements of the walls. Shall we proceed to the 
scaling of the walls ? How then should we escape notice'^ [if 
we did so ?] Or shall we open the brass-wrought fastenings of 
the bolts ? of which things we know nothing.^^ But if we are 
caught opening the gates and contriving an entrance, we shall 
die. But before we die, let us flee to the temple, whither we 
lately sailed. 

Ptl. To fly is unendurable, nor are we accustomed [to do 
so,] and we must not make light of the oracle of the God. 
But quitting the temple, let us hide our bodies in the caves, 
which the dark sea splashes with its waters, far away from 
the city, lest any one beholding the bark, inform the rulers, 

'* But dtadpofiaig, the correction of the Cambridge editor, seems pre- 
ferable. 

^^ An interpolation miiversally condemned. 

" See Barnes, and Wetstein on Acts xix. 35. 

^' On the wanderings of Orestes see my note on ^sch. Eum. 238 sqq. 
p. 187, ed. Bohn. 

>o See the note of the Cambridge editor, with whom we must read 

31 ^p oiSkv tff/itv ad interiora templi spectat. Hbrm. 
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and we be straightway seized bj force.v But when the eye of 
dim night shall come, we mast venture, bring all devices to 
bear, to seize the sculptured image from the temple. But 
observe the eaves [of the roof,**] where there is an empty 
space between the triglyphs in which you may let. yourself 
down. For good men dare encounter toils, but the cowardly 
are of no account any where. We have not indeed come a 
long distance with our oars, so as to return again from the 
goal.*' 

Or. But one must follow your advice, for you speak well. 
We must go whithersoever in this land we can conceal our 
bodies, and lie hid. For the [will] of the God will not be 
the cause of his oracle falling useless. We must venture; 
for no toil has an excuse for young men.*^ 

[Orestes and Pylades retire aside,"] 

Chorus. Keep silence,*' O ye that inhabit the twain rocks 
of the Euxine that face each other. O Dictynna, mountain 
daughter of Latona, to thy court, the gold-decked pinnacles 
of temples with fine columns, I, servant to the hallowed guar- 
dian of the key, conduct my pious virgin foot, changing [for 
my present habitation] the towers and walls of Greece with 
its noble steeds, and Europe with its fields abounding in trees, 
the dwelling of my ancestral home. I am come. What new 
matter ? What anxious care hast thou ? Wherefore hast thou 
led me, led me to the shrines, O daughter of him who came 
to thQ walls of Troy with the glorious fieet, with thousand 
sail, ten thousand spears of the renowned Atrides?*® 

Iphigenia. O attendants mine,*' in what moans of bitter 
lamentation do I dwell, in the songs of a songless strain unfit 
for* the lyre, alas I alas! in funereal griefs for the ills which 
befall me, bemoaning my brother, what a vision have I seen 

*' We must read ycTcra rpiyXv^iov oiroi, with Blomfield and the Cam- 
bridge editor. See Philander on Vitruv. ii. p. 35, and Pollux, vii. 27. 

" The sense is ovroi, fiaKpdv IXOovreSf Ik rtpftdnjv (sc. a meta) 
voffrriffofuv. Ed. Cams. 

** The Cambridge editor appositely compares a fragment of our au- 
thor's Cresphontes, iii. 2, ai(rxp6v re ftoxOeiv /lii) 9k\uv vtaviav. 

" On the whole of this chorus, which is corrupt in several places, the 
not«8 of the Cambridge editor should be consulted. 

'* This last lumbering line must be corrupt. 

*f Compare the similar scene in Soph. £1. 86 sqq. 
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in the night whose darkness has passed away!" I am un- 
done, undone. No more is my father's house, ah me! no 
more is our race. Alas ! alas ! for the toils in Argos I Alas ! 
thou deity, who hast now rohbed me of my only brother, 
sending him to Hades, to whom I am about to pour forth on 
the earth's surface these libations and this bowl for the de- 
parted, and streams from the mountain heifer, and the 'wine 
draughts of Bacchus, and the work of the swarthy bees,** 
which are the wonted peace-offerings to the departed. O germ 
of Agamemnon beneath the earth, to thee as dead do I send 
these offerings. And do thou receive them, for not before 
[thine own] tomb do I offer my auburn locks,''*^ my tears. 
For far away am I journeyed from thy country and mine, 
where, as opinion goes, I wretched lie slaughtered. 

Cho. a respondent strain and an Asiatic hymn of bar- 
barian wailing will I peal forth to thee, my mistress, the song 
of mourning which, delighting the dead. Hades hymns in 
measure apart from Paeans.'^ Alas ! the light of the sceptre 
in the Atrides' house is faded away. Alas ! alas for my an- 
cestral home! And what government of prosperous kings 
will there be in Argos?** • • • • And labour upon labour 
comes on • • • • » with his winged mares driven around. 
But the sun, changing from its proper place, [laid aside] its 
eye of light.^ And upon other houses woe has come, because 
of the golden lamb, murder upon murder, and pang upon 
pang, whence the avenging Fury*^ of those sons slain of old 
comes upon the houses of the sons of Tantalus, and some 
deity hastens unkindly things against thee. 

" Cf. Elect. 90. wkt6c Sk TijffSe irpbQ rd^ov /lokiav Trarpbc* Hecub. 
76. ^sch. Pers. 179. Aristoph. Ran. 1331. 

" Compare my note on JSsch. Pers. 610 sqq. 

*^ See on ^sch. Choeph. 6. 

'^ Markland's emendation has been unanimously adopted by the later 
editors. 

*' Schema Golophonium. The Cambridge editor compares ts. 244. 
'ApyEt ffKTivrovxov* Phcen. 17. OfiPcutriv avdi, Herad. 361 • 'A/^ycc 
TvoawoQ, 

'' I have marked lacunae, as some mythological particulars have evi- 
dently been lost. 

*^ An imperfect allusion to the Thyestean banquet. Cf. Seneca Thyest. 
774. " Phcebe patiens, fugeris retro licet, medioque ruptum merseiii 
cobIo diem, sero occidisti — " vs. 787 sqq. 

** Cf. ^sch. Ag. 1501 sqq. Seneca, Ag. 57 sqq. 
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Iph. From the beginning the demon of my mother's zone^ 
was hostile to me, and from that night in which the Fates hast- 
ened the pangs of childbirth ^ * * * * whom, the first-born 
germ the wretched daughter of Leda, (Clytaemnestra,) wooed 
from among the Greeks brought forth, and trained up as a 
victim to a father's sin, a joyless sacrifice, a votive offering. 
But in a horse-chariot they brought^ me to the sands of Aulis, 
a bride, alas ! unhappy bride to the son of Nereus' daughter, 
alas ! And now a stranger I dwell in an unpleasant home on 
the inhospitable sea, unwedded, childless, without city, with- 
out a friend, not chaunting Juno in Argos, nor in the sweetly 
humming loom adorning with the shuttle the image of Athe- 
nian Pallas ^^ and of the Titans, but imbruing altars with the 
shed blood of strangers, a pest unsuited to the harp, [of stran- 
gers] sighing forth *^ a piteous cry, and shedding a piteous tear. 
And now indeed forgetfulness of these matters [comes upon] 
me, but now I mourn my brother dead in Argos, whom I left 
yet an infant at the breast, yet young, yet a germ in his mo- 
therms arms and on her bosom, Orestes [the future] holder of 
the sceptre in Argos. 

Oho. But hither comes a herdsman, leaving the sea-coast, 
about to tell thee some new thing. 

Herdsman. Daughter of Agamemnon and child of Cly- 
tsemnestra, hear thou from me a new announcement. 

Ifh. And what is there astonishing in the present report ? 

Herds. Two youths are come into this land, to the dark- 
blue Symplegades, fieeing in a ship, a grateful sacrifice and 
offering to Diana. But you cannot use too much haste ^^ in 
making ready the lustral waters and the consecrations. 

Iph. Of what country ? of what land do the strangers bear 
the name ? 

Herds. Greeks, this one thing I know, and nothing further. 

Ifh. Hast thou not heard the name of the strangers, so as 
to tell it? 

*> i. e. the demon allotted to me at my birth (cf. notes on ^sch. 1341, 
p. 135, ed. Bohn). Statins, Theb. i. 60, makes GBdipus iuvoke Tisiphone 
under the same character. — *' Si me de matre cadentem Fovisti gremio." 

*7 See the note of the Cambridge editor. 

•• tpriffav is active. 

•• The Cambridge editor aptly refers to Hecub. 464. 

*• These participles refer to the preceding aifioppdvrwv ^dvuv. 

«* See on Ueracl. 721. 
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Hebds. One of them was styled Pylades by the other. 

Iph. But what was the name of the yoke-fellow of this 
stranger? 

Herds. No one knows this. For we heard it not. 

Iph. Bnt how saw ye them, and chanced to take them ? 

Herds. Upon the furthest breakers of the inhospitable sea. 

Iph. And what had herdsmen to do with the sea ? 

Herds. We came to lave oar steers in the dew of the sea. 

Iph. Gro back again to this point — ^how did ye catch them, 
and by what means, for I would fain know this ? For they 
are come after a long season, nor has the altar of the Goddess 
yet been crimsoned with Grecian blood.^ 

Herds. After we woodland herdsmen had brought our cat- 
tle down to the sea that flows between the Symplegades, there 
is a certain hollow cave,^ broken by the frequent lashing of 
the waves, a retreat for those who hunt for the purple fish. 
Here some herdsman among us beheld two youths, and he re- 
tired bock, piloting his step on tiptoe, and said: See ye not? 
these who sit here are some divine powers. And one of us, 
being religiously given, uplifted his hand, and addressed them, 
as he beheld : O son of. Leucothea, guardian of ships, Pakemon 
our lord, be propitious to us, whether indeed ye be the twin 
sons of Jove (Castor and Pollux) who sit upon our shores, or 
the image of Nereus, who begot the noble chorus of the fi% 
Nereids. But another vain one, bold in his lawlessness, scoff- 
ed at these prayers, and said that they were shipwrecked^ 
seamen who sate upon the cleft through fear of the law, hear- 
ing that we here sacrifice strangers. And to most of us he 
seemed to speak well, and [we resolved] to hunt for the ac- 
customed victims for the Goddess. But meanwhile one of the 

^* The Cambridge editor would omit these two lines. 

** Cf. vs. 107. Kar dvrp\ d v6vtioq voriSi diaKXvZei /UXaQ, On 
iiynbQ (Brodeeus* happy correction for dpfibc) the Cambridge editor quotes 
Nicander Ther. 146. KotXfi re ^dpayX, ical roi^xlec oyfMi, and other pas- 
sages. The manner of hunting the purple lish is thus described by Pol* 
lux, i. 4, p. 24. They plat a long rope, to which they fasten, like bells, 
a number of hempen baskets, with an open entrance to admit the animal, 
but which does not allow of its egress. This they let down into the sea, 
the baskets being filled with such food as the murex delights in, and, 
having fastened the end of the rope to the rock, they leave it, and return- 
ing to the place, draw up the baskets full of the fish. Having broken the 
shells, they pound the flesh to form the dye. 

«« i^a^likvovQ, Cf. Cycl. 300. Hel. 783. Ed. Camb. 
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Strangers leaving the rock, stood still, and shook his head up 
and down, and groaned, with his very fingers quaking, wan- 
dering with ravings, and shouts with voice like that of hunter, 
^' Fylades, dost thou behold this ? Dost not behold this snake 
of Hades, how she would fain slay me, armed against me with 
horrid vipers ?^ And she breathing from beneath her gar- 
ments^ fire and slaughter, rows with her wings, bearing my 
mother in her arms, that she may east upon me this rocky 
mass. Alas ! she will slay me. Whither shall I fiy ?" And 
one beheld not the same form of countenance, but he uttered 
in turn the bellowings of calves and howls of dogs, which 
imitations [of wild beasts] they say the Furies utter. But 
we flinching, as though about to die, sate mute ; and he draw- 
ing a sword with his hand, rushing among the calves, lion- 
like, strikes them on the fiauk with the steel, driving it into 
their sides, fancying that he was thus avenging himself on the 
Fury Goddesses, till that a gory foam was dashed up from 
the sea. Meanwhile, each one of us, as he beheld the herds 
being slain and ravaged, armed himself, and inflating the 
conch ^7 shells and assembling the inhabitants — for we thought 
that herdsmen were weak to fight against well-trained and 
youthful strangers. And a large number of us was assembled 
in a short time. But the stranger, released from the attack 
of madness, drops down, with his beard befouled with foam. 
But when we saw him fallen opportunely [for us,] each man 
did his part, with stones, with blows. But the other of the 
strangers wiped away the foam, and tended his mouth, and 
spread over him the well-woven texture of his garments, 
guarding well the coming wounds, and aiding his friend with 
tender offices. But when the stranger returning to his senses 
leaped up, he perceived that a hostile tempest and present ca- 
lamity was close upon them, and he groaned aloud. But we 
ceased not hurling rocks, each standing in a diflerent place. 
But then indeed we heard a dread exhortation, " Pylades, we 
shall die, but that we die most gloriously I Follow me, draw- 
ing thy sword in hand." But when we saw the twain swords 

** Compare Orest. 255 sqq. 

*« Xiruviifv is probably corrupt. 

*' Cf. Lobeck on Aj. 17. Hesych. kSx^oc toXc OaXarrioiQ (i. e. «oxXotc) 
IXP«5vro, irpd r^C rwv traX'n'iyywv ivpi<rkwc, Virg. Mn, yi. 171. "Sed 
turn forte cava dam personat aequora concha.*' 
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of the enemy ^ brandished, in flight we filled the woods about 
the crag. But if one fled, others pressing on pelted them ; 
and if they drove these away, again the party who had just 
yielded aimed at them with rocks. But it was incredible, for 
out of innumerable hands no one succeeded in hitting these 
victims to the Goddess. And we with difficulty, I will not 
say overcome them by force, but taking them in a circle, 
beat" their swords out of their hands with stones, and they 
dropped their knees to earth [overcome] with toil. And we 
brought them to the king of this land, but he, when he beheld 
them, sent them as quickly as possible to thee for lustral 
waters and sacrifice. But do thou, O virgin, wish that such 
strangers may be here as victims, and if thou slayest these 
strangers, Hellas will atone for thy [intended] murder, paying 
the penalty of the sacrifice at Aulis.*^ 

Cho. Thou hast told wondrous things concerning him who 
has appeared, whosoever he be that has come to the inhospitable 
sea from the Grecian earth.^^ 

Iph. Be it so. Do thou go and bring the strangers, but I 
will take care respecting the matters ® here. O hapless heart, 
that once wast mild and full of pity towards strangers, award- 
ing the tear to those of thine own land, when thou didst re- 
ceive Grecian men into thine hands.^ But now, because of the 
dreams by which I am driven wild, thinking that Orestes no 
longer behplds the sun, ye will find me ill disposed, whoever 
ye be that come. For this is true, I perceive it, my friends,** 
for the unhappy who themselves fare ill have no good feehngs 
toward those more fortunate. But neither has any wind sent 
by Jove ever come [hither,] nor ship, which could have brought 
hither Helen, who destroyed me, and Menelaus, in order that 
I might be avenged on them, placing an Aulis here to the ac- 
count^ of the one there, where the sons of Danaus seized, and 

^' " Moriamur, et in media anna ruamus." Vlrg. £n. ii. 

^ Such seems to be the sense, but k^eKXkipafitv is ridiculous, and Her- 
mann's emendation more so. Bothe reads l^ejco>//a/i€v, which is better. 
The Cambridge editor thinks that the difficulty lies in frlrpo«ri. 

^^ I would omit this line as an evident gloss. 

'^ See the Cambridge editor. 

" Reiske's emendation, 8(rca for ola, seems deserving of admission. 

*' The Cambridge editor would omit these lines. 

'^ This line also the Cambridge editor trusts " will never hereafter b« 
reckoned among the verses of Euripides." 

^^ Such is the proper sense of dvriQtXffa. 
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-would have slain me like as a calf, and the father who begat 
me was the priest. Ah me I for I cannot forget the ills of 
that time, how oft I stretched out mj hands to liis beard, and 
hanging on the knees of him who gave me life, spake words 
like these : '* O father, basely am I, basely am I wedded at 
thine hands. But my mother, while thou art slaying me, and 
her Argive ladies are hymning my wedding*® with their nup- 
tial songs, and all -the house resounds with the flute, while I 
perish by thy hands. Hades in truth was Achilles, not the 
son of Peleus, whom thou didst name as my husband, and in 
the chariot didst pilot me by craft unto a bloody wedding." 
But I, casting mine eye through my slender woven veil, nei- 
ther took up with mine hands my brother who is now dead, 
nor joined my lips to my sister's,*^ through modesty, as de- 
parting to the home of Peleus ; and many a salutation I de- 
ferred, as though about to come again to Argos. Oh wretched 
one^ if thou hast died ! from what glorious state, Orestes, and 
from how envied a sire's fortune art thou fallen ! But I re- 
proach the devices of the Goddess, who, if any one work the 
death of a man, or touch with hands a woman newly delivered, 
or a corpse, restrains him from her altars, as deeming him 
impure, but yet herself takes pleasure in man-slaying sacri- 
fices. It cannot be that the consort of Jove, Latona, hath 
brought forth so much ignorance. I even disbelieve the 
banquets of Tantalus set before the Gods, [as that they] should 
be pleased vrith feeding on a boy. But I deem that those in 
this land, being themselves man-slayers, charge the Goddess 
with their own baseness, for I think not that any one of the 
Gods is bad. 

Cho. Ye dark blue, dark blue meetings of the sea, which 
lo, hurried along by the brize, once passed through to the 
Euxine wave, having changed the territory of Asia for Europe, 
— ^who were they who left fair-watered Eurotas, flourishing 
in reeds, or the sacred founts of Dirce, and came, and came 
to the inhospitable land, where the daughter of Jove bedews 
her altars and column -girt temples with human blood ? Of a 
truth by the surge-dashing oars of fir, worked on both sides, 
they sailed in a nautical carriage o'er the ocean waves, striving 
in the emulation after loved wealth in their houses. For 

** viv is Wfi^t6fiara. *^ Read Kaffiyvtiry, 

2 B 
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darling bope is in dangers insatiate among men, who bear off 
the weight of riches, wandering in vain speenlation on the 
wave and o'er barbarian cities. But to some^ there is a mind 
immoderate after riches, to others they oome nnsought. How 
did they pass through the rocks that run together, the ne'^ 
resting beaches of Phineos, [and] the marine shore, running 
o'er the surge of Amphitrite,^-<-where the dhorases of tb^ 
fifty daughters of Nereus entwine in the dance, — [although] 
with breezes that fill the sails, the creaking rodders resting at 
the poop, with southern gides or the breezes of Zephyr, to the 
bird-haunted land, the white beach, the glorious race-coarae of 
Achilles, near the Euxine Sea. Would that, according to mj 
mistress' prayers, Helen, the dear daughter of Leda» might 
sometime chance to come, quitting the city of Troy, that, 
having been drenched about the head with the blood-stained 
lustral dews, she might die by my mistress's hand, paying in 
turn an equal penalty [for her death.] Most joyfully then 
would we receive this news, if any one came sailing from the 
Grecian land, to make the toils of my hapless slavery to cease. 
And would that in my dreams I might tread ^ in mine home 
and ancestral city, ^joying the hymns of delight, a joy shared 
with the prosperous. But hither they come, bound as to their 
two®' hands with chains, a new sacrifice lor the Goddess. Be 
silent, my friends, for these first-fruits of the Greeks approach 
the temples, nor has the herdsman told a false tale. O reverend 
Goddess, if the city performs these things agreeably to thee, 
receive the sacrifice which, not hallowed among the Greeks, 
the custom of this place presents as a public ofiering.®' 

Iph. Be it so. I must first take care that the rites of the 

** I read rote fiev and rqJe S* with the Cambridge editor. Herniaiui's 
emendation is miheard of. 

'* This clause interrupts the construction. SpafA^vres must be under- 
stood with all the foUowmg sentence, as no finite verb is expressed, except 
ivipaetav. 

*<> I have partly followed Hermann, reading lirtfialfiv .... diroXauw, 
but, as to reading Zirvuv for v/xvitfv, the Cambridge editor well . calb it 
'* one of the wonders of his edition." I should prefer reading oX/3ov with 
the same elegant scholar. 

*> I follow the Cambridge editor in reading diHftac, (rom Orid, £p> 
Pont. iii. 2, 71. " Protinus immitem Trivis ducuutur ad aram, Evincti 
geminas ad sua terga manus." 

^' "ditplaya wh^ she offera" i. e. "preaenta aa a public offering" Ed. 
Camb. 
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Groddees aro as thej ghould be. Let go the hands of the 
strangers, that being consecrated thej may no longer be in 
bonds. And, going within the temple, make ready the things 
"which are necessaiy and usual on these occasions. Ahis! 
Who is the mother who onee bore jou ? And who your father, 
and your sister, if there be any bom? Of what a pair of 
youths deprived will cdie be brotherless ! For all the dis- 
pensations of the Gods creep into obscurity, and no one (ab- 
sent) knows misfortune,^ for fortune leads astray to what is 
hardly known. Whence come ye^ O unhappy strangers ? 
After how long a time have ye sailed to this land, and ye will 
be ft long time from your home^ ever among the shades I ^ 

Oh. Why mournest thou thus, and teasest us^ conoeoming: 
our future ills, whoever thou art, O lady ? In nought do I 
deem him wise, who, when about to die, with bewaiBngs seeks 
to overcome the fear of death, nor him who deplores death 
now near at hand,^ when he has no hope of safety, in that he 
joins two ills instead of one, both inonrs the charge of folly, 
and dies none the less. But one must needs let fortune take 
its eourse. But mourn us not, for we know and are ac- 
quainted with the sacrificial rites of this place. 

Iph. Which of ye twain here is named Fylades ? This I 
would fain know first. 

Ob. This man, if indeed 'tis any pleasure for ibee to kJi#w 
thia. 

Iph. Bom <atizen of what Grecian stat^? 

Or. And what wouldst thou gaiii by knowing 1^, lady ? 

Iph. Are ye brothers from one mother ? 

Or. In friendship we are, but we are not related, lady. 

Lph. But what nan^e did the £Miher who begot thee give to 
thee? 

Oh. In tmth we might be styled the unhappy. 

Iph. I ask not this. Leave this to fortune. 

Or. Dying nameless, I should not be mocked. 

Iph. Wherefore dost grudge this, and art thus proud ? 

Or. My body thou shalt sacrifice, not my name. 

Iph. Nor wHt thou tell me which is thy city ? 

^' I am bnt half satisfied with this passage. 

^ Bead ItrtaBi di^ naru with the Cambridge eiditor* 

•* We must read vw with Porson. 

*^ Probably a spurious line. 

« B « 
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Or. No. For thou seekeat a thing of no profit^ seeing I 
am to die. 

Iph. But what hinders thee from granting me this favour ? 

Or. I boast renowned Argos for my country. 

Iph. In truth, by the Gods I ask thee, stranger, art thou 
thence born ? 

Or. From Mycenae,^^ that was once prosperous. 

Iph. And hast thou set out a wanderer from thy country, 
or by what hap ? 

Or. I flee in a certain wise unwilling, willingly. 

Iph. Wouldst thou tell me one thing that I wish ? 

Or. That something, forsooth,^ may be added to my mis- 
fortune. 

Iph. And truly thou hast come desired by me, in coming 
from Argos. 

Or. Not by myself, at all events ; but if by thee, do thou 
enjoy it.^® 

Iph. Perchance thou knowest Troy, the fame of which is 
every where. 

Or. Ay, would that I never had, not even seeing it in a 
dream! 

Iph. They say that it is now no more, and has fallen bj 
the spear. 

Or. And so it is, nor have you heard what is not the case. 

Ipii. And is Helen come back to the house of Menelaus? 

Or. She is, ay, coming unluckily to one of mine. 

Iph. And where is she ? For she has incurred an old debt 
of evil with me also. 

Or. She dwells in Sparta with her former consort. 

Iph. O hateful pest among the Greeks, not to me only ! 

Or. I also have received some fruits of her nuptials. 

Iph. And did the return of the Greeks take place, as is 
reported ? 

Or. How dost thou question me, embracing all matters at 
once! 

Iph. For I wish to obtain this before that thou diest 

Or. Examine me, since thou hast this longing, and I will 
speak. 

^ Read Mwwyi'wi/y*, ay, from Myeena^ with the Cambridge editor. 

•• Hertnatin seems rijrhtly to read &q y Iv. 

* Diudurf rightly adopts lieiske's emendation 9d rods' tpa. 


f=«d U^ =»% tw..i&;''f W. ,«*■„- i, . ,. ' 
O hdy. '^■"' "won S i^' » . ch,M I „ 
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JpB. O house ftll troubled ! with what intent, tiien ?^ 

Or. Taking satisfaction on her for the death of iiis father. 

Iph. Alas ! how well he executed an evil act of justice.^ 

Or. But, though just, he hath not good fortune from the 
Gods. 

Iph. But does Agamemnon leave any other child in his 
house? 

Or. He has left a single virgin [daughter J Eleotra. 

Iph. What ! Is there no report of his sacrificed daught^ ?^ 

Or. None indeed, save that being dead she beholds not 
the light. 

Iph. Hapless she« and the Neither who slew her I 

Or. She perished, a thankless offering^* because of a bad 
woman. 

Iph. But is the son of the deceased father at Argoe ? 

Or. He, wretched man, is no where and every where. 

Iph. Away, vain dreams, ye were then of nought ! 

Or. Nor are the Gods who are called wise any leas false 
than winged dreams. There is much inccmsistency both 
among the Gods and among mortals. But one thing alone is 
left, wben''^'^ a man not being foolish, persuaded by the words 
of seers, has perished, as lie liath perished in man's knowledge. 

Cho. Alas ! alas ! But what of us and our fathers ? Are 
they, or are they not in being, who can tell ? 

Iph. Hear me, for 1 am come to a certain discourse, medi- 
tating what is at once profitable for you and me. But that 
which is well is chiefiy produced thus, when the same matter 
pleases all. Would ye be willing, if I were to save you, to 
go to Argos, and bear a message for me to my friends there, 
and carry a letter, which a certain captive wrote^ pitying me, 

^* Such is the force of Stj. 

f* I would read i^eirpa^aro with EInisley, but I do not agree with him 
in substituting KaKtjv, The oxymoron seems intentional, and by no means 
unlike Euripides. 

''^ The Cambridge editor would read ecrr* ourtc XoyoQ, 

^* But x<iptv, as Matthiae remarks, is taken in two senses ; as a prepo- 
sition with ywaiKbs^ oh improbam mulierem, and as a substantive, with 
axaptv added. Cf. ^sch. Choeph. 44. Lucretius uses a similar ozy- 
moron respecting the same subject, i. 99. ** Sed catta inceitt nubendi 
tempore in ipso Hostia concideret mactatu maesta parentis." 

f^ This passage is very corrupt. The Cambridge editor supposes some- 
thing lost respecting the fortunes of Orestes. Hermann reads iv ^ Xv- 
viiaBai fiovov, S t oiie dfpuv Stv. But 1 am very doubUuL 
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nor deeming my hand that of a murderess, but that he 4ied 
through custom, as the Goddess sanctioned such things as 
just ? For I had no one who would go and bear the news 
back to ArgcMy and who, being preserved, would send my let- 
ters to some one of my friends.^* But do thou, for thou art, 
as thou seemest, of no ignoble birth, and knowest Mycense and 
the persons I wish, do thou, I say,*"^ be saved, receiving no 
dishonourable reward, your safety for the sake of trifling letters. 
But let this man, since the city compels it^ be a sacrifice to 
the Goddess, apart from thee. 

Or. Well hast thou spoken the rest, save one thing, O 
stranger lady, for 'tis a heavy weight upon me that this man 
should be skin^ For I was steersman of the vessel to these 
ills,^^ but he is a fellow-sailor because of mine own troubles. 
In no wise then is it right that I should do thee a favour to 
his destruction, and myself escape from ills. But let it be 
thus. Give him the letter, for he will send it to Argos, so as 
to be weD for thee, but let him that will slay me. Base is the 
man, who, casting his friends into calamity, himself is saved. 
But this man is a friend, who I fain should see the light no 
less than myself. 

Iph. O noblest spirit, how art thou sprung from some 
generous root, thou truly a friend to thy friends ! Such might 
he be who is left of my brothei^ ! For in good truth, strangers, 
I am not brotherless, save that I behold him not. But since 
thou wiliest thus, let us send this man bearing the letter, but 
thou wilt die, and some great desire of this chances to pos- 
sess thee?"^^ 

Or. But who will sacrifice me, and dare this dreadful deed ? 

Iph, I ; for I have this sacrificial duty *^ from the Goddess. 

Or. Unenviable indeed, O damsel, and unblest. 

Iph. But we lie under necessity, which one must beware. 

Or. Thyself, a female, sacrificing males with the sword ? 

^ These three lines are justly condemned as an absurd mterpolation by 
Dindorf and the Cambridge editor. 

'7 This seems the easiest way of expressing cat a^ after <rd ^. 

7' I am partly indebted to Potter's happy version. The Cambridge 
editor is as ingenious as usual, but he candicUy allows that conjecture is 
scarcely requisite. 

f* i. e. thou seemest reckless of life. ' 

■0 vpoorpoir^, this mode of ofiering supplication, i. e. this duty of 
sacrifice. 
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Iph. Not 80 ; but I B]udl lave aroand thj head with the 
lustral stream. 

Or. Bnt who is the slayer, if I maj ask this ? 

Iph. Within the house are thej whose office is this. 

Or. And what manner of tomb will receive me, when I die? 

Iph. The holy flame within, and the dark chasm of the 
rock.®* 

Or. Aks ! Would that a sister's hand might lay me out^^ 

Iph. a Tain prayer hast thou uttered, whoever thou art, 
stranger, for she dwells far from this barbarian land. Never- 
theless, since thou art an Argive, I will not fail to do thee 
kindness in what is possible. For on thy tomb will I place 
much adornment, and with the tawny oil will I cause thy 
body to be soon consumed,®^ and on thy pyre will I pour the 
flower-sucked riches of the swarthy bee. But I will go and 
fetch the letter from the shrines of the Goddess. But do thou 
not bear ill will against me. Guard them, ye servants, [but] 
without fetters.®^ Perchance I shall send unexpected tidings 
to some one of my friends at Argos, whom I chiefly love, and 
the letter, telling to him that she lives whom he thinks dead, 
will announce a faithful pleasure. 

Cho. I deplore thee now destined to the gory streams of 
the lustral waters.** 

Or. *Tis piteous, truly ;*^ but fare ye well, stranger ladies. 

Cho. But thee, {to Pylades,) O youth, we honour for thy 
happy fortune, that at some time thou wilt return to thy 
country. 

'^ Diodorus,'xx. 14. quotes this^ind the preceding line reading x^o^C 
for irlrpac* He supposes that Euripides derived the present account 
from the sacrifices offered to Saturn by the Carthaginians, who cansed 
their children to fall*from the l\ands of the statue fic ri xo-^V^o. irXiipit 
irvp6Q. Compare Porphyr. de Abst. ii. 27. Justin, xviii. 6. For similar 
human sacrifices amongst the Gauls, Ceesar de B. G. vi. 16, with the note 
of Vossius. Compare also Saxo Grammaticus, Hist. Dan. iii. p. 42, and the 
passages of early historians quoted in Stephens' entertaining notes, p. 92. 

f > Cf. Tibull. i. 3, 5. " Abstineas, mors atra, precor, non hie mihi ma- 
ter, Quae legat in mcestos ossa perusta sinus ; non soror, Assyrios cineri 
quae dedat odores, et fleat effusis ante sepulchra comis.*' 

*' This must be what the poet intends by KaratrPiffia, howeTer awk- 
wardly expressed. See Hermann's note. 

** Compare vs. 468 sq. 

•* This line is hopelessly corrupt 

^ I read fUv oiy with the Cambridge editor. 


thee, OP JJ ^one in J;/ ** '^«'y> for thf ^ '^ '"'^T 
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Or. Speak words of better omm, I must needs bear my 
troubles, but when I may [endure] one single trouble, I will 
not endure twain. For what tboo callest bitter and reproach- 
ful, that is my portion, if I cause thee to be slain who hast 
shared my toils. For, as far as I am concerned, it stands not 
badly with me, faring as I fare at the bands of the Godtf, to 
end my life. But thou art prosperous, and hast a home pare, 
not sickening, but I [have] one impious and unhappy. And 
living thou mayest raise children from my sister, whom I gave 
thee to have^ as a Vife, and my name might exist, nor would 
my ancestral house be ever blotted out. But go, live, and 
dwell in my father's house ; and when thou eomest to Greece 
and chivalrons Argos, by thy right hand, I commit to thee 
this charge. Heap up a tomb, and place upon it remembrances 
of me, and let my sister offer tears and her shorn locks upon 
my sepulchre. And tell how I died by an ^Ajgive woman's 
hand, sacrificed as an offering by the altar's side. And do thou 
never desert my sister, seeing my father's connexions and 
home bereaved. And fare thee well ! for I have found thee 
best among my friends. Oh thou who hast been my fellow- 
huntsman, my mate ! Oh thou who hast borne the weight of 
many of my sorrows ! But Phoebus, prophet though he be^ 
has deceived me. For, artfully devising, be has driven me as 
far as possible from Greece, in shame of his former prophecies. 
To whom I, yielding up mine all, and obeying his words, 
having slain my mother, myself perish in turn. 

Fyl. Thou shalt have a tomb, and never will I, hapless 
one, betray thy sister's bed, since I shall hold thee more a 
friend dead than living. But the oracle of the Grod has never 
yet wronged thee, although thou art indeed on the very verge 
of death. But excessive mischance is very wont, is very wont 
to present changes, when the matter so falls. 

Or. Be silent — the words of Phoebus avail me nought^ for 
the lady is coming hither without the temple. 

Iph. Depart ye, and go and make ready the things within 
for those who superintend the sacrifice. These, O stranger, 
are the many-folded enclosures of the letter, but hear thou 
what I further wish. No man is the same in trouble, and 
when he changes from fear into confidence. But I fear, lest 

** For thi9 construction compare Ritterhus. ad Oppian, Cyn. i 11. 
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he, having got away fi-om this land, will deem mj letter of no 
account, who is about to bear this letter to Argos.^ 

Oft. What wouldst thou? Concerning what art thou dis* 
turbed ? 

Iph. Let him make me oath that he will ferry these 
writings to Argos, to those friends to whom I wish to send 
them. 

Oft. Wilt thou in turn make tiie same assertion to him ? 

Iph. That I will do, or will not do what thing ? say. 

Or. That you will release him from this barbarian land^ 
not dying. 

Iph. Thou sayest justly; for how could he bear the mes*- 
sage ? 

Or. But will the ruler also grant this ? 

Iph. Yea. I will persuade him, and will myself embark 
him on the ship's hull. 

Ofu Swear, but do thou commence such oath as is holy. 

Iph. Thou must say '^I will give this [letter **] to my 
friends. 

Ptl. I will give this letter to thy friends. 

Iph. And I will send thee safe beyond the Cyanean rocks. 

Ptl. Whom of the Gods dost thou call to witness of thine 
oath in these words ? 

Iph. Diana, in whose temple I hold office. 

Ptl. But I [call upon] the king of heaven, hallowed Jove. 

Iph. But if, deserting thine oath, thou shouldst wrong me-^ 

Pyl. May I not return ? But thou, if thou savest me not— ^ 

Iph. May I never living set foot-print in Argos. 

Pyl. Hear now then a matter which we have passed by. 

Iph. There will be opportunity hereafter, if matters stand 
aright. 

Pyl. Grant me this one exception. If the vessel suffer any 
harm, and the letter be lost^ in the storm, together with the 
goods, and I save my person only, that this mine oath be no 
longer valid.®* 

" I cannot help thinking that this line ia spnrioua, and the preceding 
OiJTai coiTupt. One would expect 9fj<ry» 

** Cf. Kuinoel on Cydon. de Mort. Contem. { 1 , p. 6, n. 18. 

** Literally, " no longer an hinderance," i. e. " that I be no longer re- 
sponsible for its fulfilment" 
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Iph. Knowest tboa what I will do?** for tlie many things 
contained in the folds of the letter bear opportunity for many 
things." I will tell yon in words all that yon are to convey 
to my friends, for this plan is safe. If indeed thou preserrest 
the letter, it will itself silently tell the things written, bat if 
these letters be lost at sea, saving thy body, thou wilt preserve 
my message. 

Ptl. Thou hast spoken well on behalf of the Gods'" and of 
myself. But tell me to whom at Argos I must needs bear 
these epistles, and what hearing from thee, I must telL 

Iph. Bear word to Orestes, the son of Agamemnon, {read- 
ing) "she^ that was sacrificed at Aulis gives this commission, 
Iphigenia alive, but no longer alive as- far as those in Argos 
are concerned.*' 

Or. But where is she ? Does she come back again having 
died? 

Iph. She, whom you see. Do not confuse me with speak- 
ing. {CanHnues reading,) '^Bear me to Argos, my brother, 
before I die, remove me from this barbarian land and the 
sacrifices of the Goddess, in which I have the office of slaying 
strangera.** 

Or. Pylades, what shall I say ? where shall we be found to 
be?»«' 

Iph. {stUl reading,) " Or I will be a cause of curses upon 
thine house, Orestes," (with great stress upon the name and 
turning to Pylades^) ''that thou, twice hearing the name, 
mayest know it" 

Ptl. O Gods ! 

Iph. Why callest thou upon the Grods in matters that are 
mine? 

Ptl. 'Tis nothing. Gro on. I was wandering to another 

** The Cambridj^e editor, howeTer, seems to have settled the question 
in favour of olaB ohf 6 igaoov, 

*' I must candidly confess that none of the explanations of these words 
satisfy me. Perhaps it is best to regard them, with Seidler, as merely 
signifying the mutability of fortune. 

** i. e. as far as the fulfilling of my oath is concerned. 

** The letter evidently commences with the words if *vAiikiit ofayuea, 
I cannot imagine how Markiand and others should have made it com- 
mence with the previous line. 

*•* i. e. in what company. 
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subject. Perchance, inquiring of thee, I shall arrive at things 
incredible.^ 

Iph. (continues reading,) << Say that the Goddess Diana 
saved me, giving in exchange for me a hind, which my father 
sacrificed, thinking that it was upon me that he laid the sharp 
sword, and she placed me to dwell in this land." This is the 
burden of my message, these are the words written in my 
letter. 

Fyl. O thou who hast secured me in easy oaths, and hast 
sworn things fairest, I will not delay much time, hut I will 
firmly accomplish the oath I have sworn. Behold, I hear and 
deliver to thee a letter, O Orestes, from this thy sister. 

Or. I receive it. And letting go the opening of the letter, 
I will first seize a delight not in words (attempts to embrace 
her). O dearest sister mine, in amazement, yet nevertheless 
embracing thee with a doubting arm, I go to a source of de- 
light, hearing things marvellous to me.^ 

Cho. Stranger,^ thou dost not rightly pollute the servant 
of the Goddess, casting thine arm around her garments that 
should ne'er be touched. 

Or. O fellow-sister bom of one sire, Agamemnon, turn not 
from me, possessing a brother whom you never thought to 
possess. 

Iph. I [possess] thee my brother ? Wilt not cease speak- 
ing ? Both Argos and Nauplia are frequented by him.* 

Or. Unhappy one ! thy brother is not there. 

Iph. But did the Lacedaemonian daughter of Tyndarus 
beget thee ? 

Or. Ay, to the grandson of Pelops, whence I am sprung.*. 

Iph. What say est thou ? Hast thou any proof of this for me ? 

Or. I have. Ask something relative to my ancestral home. 

Iph. Thou must needs then speak, and I learn. 

Or. I will first speak from hearsay from Electra, this.® 

^ This line is either spurious or out of place. See the Cambridge 
editor. 

' The Cambridge editor in a note exhibiting his usual chastened and 
elegant judgment, regards these three lines as an absurd and trifling inter- 
polation. For the credit of Buripides, I would fain do the same. 

' The same elegant scholar justly assigns these lines to Iphigeniiu 

* So Erfurdi. 

* See the Cambridge editor. 

* This line seems justly condemned by the Cambridge editor. 
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Thou knowest the Btrife that took place between Atretu and 
Thyestes ? 

Iph. I have heard of it, when it was waged eonc^ning the 
golden lamb. 

Or. Dost thou then remember weaving [a representation 
of] this on the deftly-wrought web? 

Iph. O dearest one. Thou art turning thy course near to 
my own thoughts.^ 

. Or. And [dost thou remember] a picture on ibe bom, the 
turning away of the sqn ? 

Iph. I wove this image ako in the fine-threaded web. 

Or. An4 didst thou receive* a bath from thy mother, sent 
to Aulis ? 

Iph. I know it : for the wedding, though good, did not take 
away my recollection.^ 

Or, But what ? [Dost tbou renember] to have given ^ane 
hair to be carried to thy mother ? 

Iph. Ay, as a memorial for the tomb'° in place of my body. 

Or. But the proofs which I have myself beheld, these will 
I tell, viz. the ancient spear of Pelops in my father's hoqae^ 
which brandishing in his hand, he [Pelops] won Kippoda- 
meia, having slain ^nomaus, which is hidden in thy virgin 
chamber. 

Iph. O dearest one, no more, for thou art dearest. I hold 
thee, Orestes, one darling son^^ far away from his &ther-land, 
from Argos, O thou dear one ! 

Or. And I [bold] thee that wast dead, as was supposed. 
But tears, yet tearless," and groans together mingled ¥rith joy, 
bedew thine eyelids^, and mine in like manner. 

^ With KdfiTTitc understand ipSfiov^zihovL art fast arriving at the goal 
of the truth. 

* Read &inH(u with ed. Gamb* 

' " I remember it : for the wedding did not, by its happy result take 
away the recollection of that commencement of nuptial ceremonies." 
Camb. £o. 

^^ i. e. Iphigenia sent it with a view to a cenotaph at Mycenae, as ahe 
was about to die at Aulis. See Seidler. 

" '* This Homeric epithet of an only son is used, I believe, no where 
else in Attic poetry. Its adoption here seems owing to Horn. 11. I. 142 
and 284. riVtu Si fjiiv Itrov *Opk<rry "Os fiQi riiXvyirog rpi^irai OaXiy M 
woXXy." Ed. Camb. 

*' this is Musgrave's elegant emendation, which Hermann, unwill- 
ing to let well aloue, has attempted to spoil. See, however, tJie Gam- 
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Iph. This one, this, yet a bftbe I left, young in the arms of 
the nurse, ay, young in our house. O thou more fortunate 
than my words ^^ can tell, what shall I say? This matter has 
turned out beyond marvel or calculation. 

Ob. [Say this.] May we for the future be happy with 
each other I 

Iph. I have experienced an unaccountable delight, dear 
companions, but I tear lest it flit^^ from my hands, and escape 
towards the sky. O ye Cyclopean hearths, O Mycense, dear 
country mine, I am grateful to thee for my life, and grateful 
for my nurture, in that thou hast trained for me this brother 
light in my home. 

Or. In our race we are fortunate, but as to calamities, O 
sister, our life is by nature unhappy. 

Iph. But I wretched remember when my father with fool- 
ish spirit laid the sword upon my neck. 

Ojr. Ah me! For I seem, not being present, to behold 
you there.** 

Iph. Without Hymen, O my brother, when I was being 
led to the fictitious nuptial bed of AchiUes. But near the 
altar were tears and lamentations. Alas ! alas^ for the lustral 
waters there i 

Ob. I mourn aloud for the deed my father dared. 

Iph. I obtained a fatherless, a fatherless lot. But one ca- 
lamity follows upon another.*' 

Or. [Ay,] if thou hadst lost thy brother, O hapless one, 
by the intervention of some demon. 

Iph. O miserable for my dreadful daring ! I have dared 
horrid, I have dared horrid things. Alas I my brother. But 
by a little hast thou escaped an unholy destruction, stricken 
by my hands. But what will be the end after this ? What 
fortune will befall me? What retreat can I find for thee 
away from this city? can I send you out of the reach of 
slaughter to your country Argos, before that my sword en- 
bridge editor, who possesses taste and clear perception, unbiassed by 
aelf-love. 

>' Read i^Tc with the Cambridge editor. 

i« But ^vyyc* ond it fiXoc, the emendation of Burges, seems far bet- 
ter, and is followed by the Cambridge editor. 

^' i. e. I can imagine your suflerings at Aulis. 

^' The Cambridge editor compares Hec. G84. Irfpa S* d^' itkptav Kaxd 
kokSkv KvpH* 
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ter on the contest concerning thy blood ?" This is thy busi- 
ness, O hapless soul, to discover, whether over the land, not 
in a ship, but by the gust ^* of your feet thou wilt approach 
death, passing through ^' barbarian hordes, and through ways 
not to be traversed ? Or** [wilt thou pass] through the Cy- 
anean creek, a long journey in the flight of ships. Wretched, 
wretched one ! Who then or God, or mortal, or [unexpected 
event,^'] having accomplished a way out of inextricable dif- 
ficulties, will show forth to the sole twain Atrides a release 
from ills? 

Cho. Among marvels and things passing even fable are 
these things which I shall tell as having myself beheld, and 
not from hearsay. 

Pyl. It is meet indeed that friends coming into the pre- 
sence of friends, Orestes, should embrace one another with 
their hands, but, having ceased from mournful matters, it be- 
hoves you also to betake you to those measures by which we, 
obtaining the glorious name of safety, may depart from this 
barbarian earth. For it is the part of wise men, not wander- 
ing from their present chance, when they have obtained an 
opportunity, to acquire further delights.** 

Or. Thou sayest welL But I think that fortune wiU take 
care of this with us. For if a man be zealous, it is likely 
that the divine power will have still greater power. 

Iph. Do not restrain or hinder me from your words, not 
first to know what fortune of life Electra has obtained, for 
this were pleasant to me [to hear.]** 

*' This is Reiske's interpretation, taking the construction irpJv VfoQ 
vaX, M alfxari. But Seidler would recall the old reading ireXaffai, com- 
paring Hel. 3til. aitroffiSapov ttrot viKatna Sid vapKbg &iu\\av. This is 
oetter, but we must also read In for M with the Cambridge editor. 

** piTT^ TToStav is a bold way of expressing rapid travelling. 

*' Read dvd with Markland, for dpd. 

•® I read ^ did Kvav, with the Cambridge editor. The following words 
are rendered thus by Musgrave, '* Per , . .,eat longum iter." 

'' Unintelligible, and probably spurious. 

^' The Cambridge editor finds fault with the obvious clumsiness of the 
expression, and proposes ix^iv for XajSctv. I have still greater doubts 
about Ufidvrac rvxflQ- The sense ought to be, " 'tis the part of wise 
men, when fortune fawnwrt^ not to lose the opportunity, but to gain other 
advantages." 

^ See Dindorf's notes. But the Cambridge editor has shown so de- 
cided a superiority to the German critics, tluit I should unhesitatingly 
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Ob. She is partner with this man, possessing a happy life. 

Iph. And of what country is he, and son of what man 
bom? 

Or. Strophius the Phocian is styled his father. 

Ifh. And he is of the daughter of Atreos, a relative of 
mine? 

Ob. Ay, a cousin, my only certain friend. 

Iph. Was he not in being, when my father sought to slay 
me? 

Ob. He was not, for Strophius was childless some time. 

Iph. Hail I O thou spouse of my sister. 

Or. Ay, and my preserver, not relation only. 

Iph. But how didst thou dare the terrible deeds in respect 
to your mother ? 

Ob. Let us be silent respecting my mother — ^'twas in aveng- 
ing my father. 

Iph. And what was the reason for her slaying her husband ? 

Ob. Let go the subject of my mother. Nor is it pleasant 
for you to hear. 

Iph. I am silent. But Argos now looks up to thee. 

Ob. Menelaus rules : I am an exile from my country. 

Iph. What, did our uncle abuse our house unprospering ? 

Ob. Not so, but the fear of the Erinnyes drives me from my 
land. 

Iph. For this then wert thou spoken of as being frantic 
even here on the shore. 

Ob. We were beheld not now for the first time in a hap- 
less state. 

Iph. I perceive. The Goddesses goaded thee on because 
of thy mother. 

Ob. Ay, so as to cast a bloody bit^ upon me. 

Iph. For wherefore didst thou pilot thy foot to this land. 

Ob. I came, commanded by the oracles of Phoebus — 

Iph. To do what thing ? Is it one to be spoken of or kept 
in silence ? 

Ob. I will tell you, but these are the beginning for me of 

adopt kis reading, as follows : oif fij) f*' MffxVC» ^^ dwovriiduc Xtfyov, 
rh fji^ oif nvOkcrOai .... 0iXd y&p ravTa, (with Markland,) although 
vpuTov may perhaps be defended. 

** See the Cambridge editor. The same elegant scholar has also im- 
prored the arrangement of ihe lines. 

2 c 
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many** woes. After these evil things concerning mj mother, 
on which I keep silence, had been wrought, I was driven an 
exile by the pursuits of the Erinnyes, when Loxias sent my 
foot** to Athens, that I might render satisfaction to the deities 
that must not be named. For there is a holy council, that Jove 
once on a time instituted for Mars on account of some pollu- 
tion of his hands.'' And coming thither, at first indeed no 
one of the strangers received me willingly, as being abhorred 
by the Gods, but they who had respect to me, afforded me ^ 
a stranger's meal at a separate table, being under the same 
house roof, and silently devised in respect to me, unaddressed 
by them, how I might be separated from their banquet^ and 
cup, and, having filled up a share of wine in a separate vessel, 
equal for all, they enjoyed themselves. And I did not think 
fit to rebuke my guests, but I grieved in silence, and did not 
seem to perceive [their conduct,] deeply groaning, because I 
was my mother's slayer.^ But I hear that my misfortunes 
have been made a festival at Athens, and that this custom still 
remains, that the people of Pallas honour the Libation YesseL'^ 
But when I came to the hill of Mars, and stood in judgment, 
I indeed occupying one seat, but the eldest of the Erinnyes 
the other, having spoken and heard respecting my mother's 
death, Phoebus saved me by bearing witness, but Pallas counted 
out for me^^ the equal votes with her hand, and I came off 
victor in the bloody trial.** As many then as sate [in judg- 
ment,] persuaded by the sentence, determined to hold their 
dwelling near the court itself.^ But as many of the Erinnyes 
as did not yield obedience to the sentence passed, continually 

» " Quanquam animus memimsse horret, luctuque refugit, Incipiam." 
Virg. Mn. i. 

'* I read Ivd* lubv iroda with Henn. and Dind. 

** Cf. Elect. 1258 sqq., and Meurs. Areop. § 1. if^^^oc seems here used 
to denote the place where the council was held. The pollution of Mars 
was the murder of Hallirothins. Cf. Pausan. i. 21. 

'* An instance of the nominativ^s pendens. 

** So Valckenaer, Diatr. p. 246, who quotes some passages relatiTe to 
the treatment of Orestes at Athens. 

^ See the Cambridge editor. 

*' See Barnes, who quotes the Schol. on Arist. £q. 95. Xovc was the 
name of the festival. 

" Ifioi is the dalivus commodi. 

** I am indebted to Maltby for this translation. 

** Cf. Piers, on Mcer. p. 351, and the Cambridge editor. 
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kept driving me with unsettled wanderings, until I again re- 
turned to the holy ground of Fboebus, and lying stretched 
before the adjts, hungering for food, I swore that I would 
break from life by dying on the spot, unless Phoebus, who 
bad undone, should preserve me. Upon this Phoebus, utter- 
ing a voice from the golden tripod, sent me hither to seize the 
beaven-sent image, and place it in the land of Athens. But 
that safety which he marked out for me do thou aid in. For 
if we can lay hold on the image of the Goddess, I both shall 
cease from my madness, and embarking thee in the bark of 
many oars, I shall settle thee again in Mycenae. But, O be- 
loved one, O sister mine, preserve my ancestral home, and 
preserve me, since all my state and that of the Pelopids is un- 
done, unless we seize on the heavenly image of the Goddess. 

Cho. Some dreadful wrath of the Gods hath burst forth, 
and leads the seed of Tantalus through troubles.^ 

Iph. I entertained the desire to reach Argos, and be- 
hold thee, my brother, even before thou earnest. But I 
wish, as you do, both to save thee, and to restore again our 
sickening ancestral home from troubles, in no wise wrath with 
bim who would have slain me. For I should both release my 
band from thy slaughter, and preserve mine house. But I 
fear how I shall be able to escape the notice of the Goddess 
and the king, when he shall find the stone pedestal bared of 
the image. And how shall I escape death ? What account 
can I give ? But if indeed these matters can be effected at 
once, and thou wilt bear away the image, and lead me in the 
fair-pooped ship, the risk will be a glorious one. But separ- 
. ated from this I perish, but you, arranging your own affairs, 
would obtain a prosperous return. Yet in no wise will I fly, 
not even if I needs must perish, having preserved thee. In 
no wise, I say ;^ for a man who dies from among his house- 
hold is regretted, but a woman is of little account. 

Or. I would not be the murderer both of thee and of my 
mother. Her blood is enough, and being of the same mind 
with you, [wi^h you] I should wish, living or dying, to obtain 
an equal lot. f But I will lead thee, even though I myself fall 
here, to my house, or, remaining with thee, will die.'^ f But 

*) •* But see ed. Camb. 

'* Such is the force of oif yAp oXX*. 

^ These lines are very corrupt^ and perhaps, as Dindorf thinks, spurious. 

2 C 2 
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hear my opinion. If this had heen disagreeable to Diana, how 
would Loxias have answered, that I should remove the image 
of the Goddess to the citj of Pallas, and behold thy face ? For, 
putting all these matters together, I hope to obtain a retom. 

Iph. How then can it happen that neither jou die, and that 
we obtain what we wish ? For it is in this respect that our 
jonmej homeward is at fault, but the will is not wanting. 

Or. Could we possiblj destroy the tyrant ? 

Iph. Thou tellest a f^urf ul thmg, for strangers to ala j their 
receivers. 

Or. But if it will preserve thee and me^ one must run the 
risk. 

Iph. I could not — ^yet I approve your zeaL 

Ob. But what if you were secretly to hide me in this 
temple ? 

Iph. In order, forsooth, that, taking advantage of darkness, 
we might be saved ? 

Ob. For night is the time for thieves, the light for truth. 

Iph. But within are the sacred keepers,^ whom we cannot 
escape. 

Ob. Alas ! we are undone. How can we then be saved? 

Iph. I seem to have a certain new device. 

Ob. Of what kind. Make me a sharer in your opinion, 
that I also may learn. 

Iph. I will make use of thy ravings as a contrivance. 

Ob. Ay, cunning are women to find out tricks. 

Iph. I will say that thou, being slayer of thy mother, art 
come from Argos. 

Ob. Make use of my troubles, if you can turn them to 
account. 

Iph. I will say that it is not lawful to sacrifice thee to the 
Groddess. 

Ob. Having what pretext ? For I partly suspect. 

Iph. As not being pure, but I will [say that I will]*® give 
what is holy to sacrifice. 

Ob. How then the more will the image of the Goddess be 
obtained ? 

Iph, I [will say that I] will purify thee in the fountains of 
the sea. 

^ Markland rightly reads Upo^vXaMC* 
" '* dicam me datiiram." Marklamd. 
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Ob. The statue, in quest of which we have sailed, is still in 
the temple. 

Iph. And I will say that I must wash that too, as if 70U 
had laid hands on it. 

Ob. Where then is the damp breaker of the sea of which 
70U speak ? 

Iph. Where thy ship rides at anchor with rope-bound chains. 

Ob. But wilt thou, or some one else, bear the image in their 
hands? 

Iph. I, for it is lawful £br me alone to touch it. 

Ob. But in what part of this contrivance will our friend 
Pylades*® be placed? 

Iph. He will be said to bear the same pollution of hands 
as thyself. 

Ob. And wilt thou do this unknown to, or with the know- 
ledge of the king ? 

Iph. Having persuaded him by words, for I could not 
escape notice. 

Ob. And truly the well-rowed ship is ready for sailing.** 

Iph. You must take care of the rest, that it be weU. 

Ob. There lacks but one thing, namely, that these women 
who are present preserve our secret. But do thou beseech 
them, and find words that will persuade. A woman in truth 
has power to move pity. But all the rest will perchance fall 
out well. 

Iph. O dearest women, I look to you, and my affairs rest in 
you, as to whether they turn out well, or be of nought, and I 
be deprived of my country, my dear brother, and dearest sis- 
ter. And let this first be the commencement of my words. 
We are women, a race well inclined to one another, and most 
safe in keeping secret matters of common interest. Do ye 
keep silence for us, and labour out our escape. Honourable 
is it for the man who possesses a faithful tongue. But behold 
how one fortune holds the three most dear, either a return to 
our father-land, or to die. But, being preserved, that thou 
also mayest share my fortune, I wiU restore thee safe to 
Greece. But, by thy right hand, thee, and thee [addressing 
the women of the chorus in succession'] I beseech, and thee by thy 

^ S^ is the correction of Brodaeus. 

4> yc<2>c virvKoQ seems not merely a periphrase, but implies that the 
oars are in the rowlocks, as if ready for starting. 
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beloved cbeek, and thj knees, and thoae most dear at home, 
mother, and father, and children, to whom there are anch.^ 
What aaj je ? Who of jou will, or will not [speak !3 these 
things.^ For if je assent not to mj words, I am undone, and 
my wretched sister. 

Ch« Be of good cheer, dear mistress, and think only of 
being saved, since on my part all shall be kept secret^ the 
mighty Jove be witness ! in the things thou enjoinest. 

Iph. May your words profit ye, and may ye be blest. *Tis 
thy part now, and thine [to the different vwmen] to enter the 
house^ as the ruler of this land will straightway come, in- 
quiring concerning the sacrifice of the strangers, whether it is 
over. O revered Goddess, who in the recesses of Aulis didst 
save me from the dire hand of a slaying father, now also save 
me and these, or the voice of Loxias will through thee be no 
longer truthful among mortals. But do thou with good will 
quit the barbarian land for Athens, for it becomes thee not to 
dwell here, when you can possess a blest city. 

Chorus. Thou bird, that by the rocky cliffs of the sea, 
halcyon,^^ dost chant thy mournful elegy, a sound well under- 
stood by the skilled, namely, that thou art ever bemoaning 
thine husband in song, I, a wingless bird, compare my dirge 
with thine, longing for the assemblies'^ of the Greeks, longing 
for Lucina, who dwells along the Cynthian height, and near 
the palm *^ with its luxuriant foliage, and the rich-springing 
laurel, and the holy shoot of the deep-blue olive^ the dear 
place of Latona*s throes,'^ and the lake that rolls its waters in 
a circle,^'' where the melodious swan honours the muses. 
ye many tricklings of tears which fell upon my cheeks, when, 
our towers being destroyed, I travelled in ships beneath the 
oars and the spears of the foes.^* And through a bartering of 

*• But the Cambridge editor very elegantly reads ti ry. 

*' Put ^Bky^avBt in an enclosure, and join ravra with BiXet. See ed. 
Camb. 

^* Schol. Theocr. Id. yU. 57. Bpfivtinicbv t6 ZtfoVt cat irapd rote a<V' 
aXoic vf orrcvov. Gf. Aristoph. Ran. 1309, who perhaps had the passage 
in view. 

^* ofyopoc is a somewhat rare word for ayvptc* 

«• Gf. Hecub. 457 aqq. 

*^ So MatthisB, '* locum ubi Latona partum edidit." 

** Read kvkXcov with Seidler. On Uie Xi/xy^ rpoxoct Ji)c at Delos, see 
Barnes. 

^ ** I was conveyed by sailors and soldiers.'* Ed. Camb. 
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great price I came a journey to a barbarian land,^^ where I 
serve the daughter of Agamemnon, the priestess of the God- 
dess, and the sheep-slaughtering ^^ altars, envying her who has 
all her life been unfortunate ;^^ for she bends not under neces- 
sity, who is familiar with it Unhappiness is wont to change,'^' 
but to fare ill after prosperity is a heavy life for mortals. 
And thee indeed, O mistress, an Argive ship of fifty oars will 
conduct home, and the wax-bound reed of mountain Pan with 
Syrinx tune cheer on the oarsmen, and prophet Phoebus, ply- 
ing the tones of his seven-stringed lyre, with song will lead 
thee prosperously to the rich land of Athens. But leaving 
me here thou wilt travel by the dashing oars. And the haul- 
yards by the prow,** will stretch forth the sails to the air, 
above the beak, the sheet lines of the swift-journeying ship. 
Would that I might pass through the glittering course, where 
the fair light of the sun wends its way, and over my own 
chamber might rest from rapidly moving the pinions on my 
shoulders.^ And would that I might stand in the dance, 
where also [I was wont to stand,] a virgin sprung from 
honourable nuptials,*^ wreathing the dances of my companions 
at the foot of my dear mother,**^ bounding to the rivalry of 
the graces, to the wealthy strife respecting [beauteous] hair, 
pouring my variously-painted garb and tresses around, I sha- 
dowed my cheeks.*® 

*^ The same scholar quotes Soph. Ph. 43. 6Xk' ifiri ^opPijc v6<nov 
i^tXriKvQtv, where v69toq is used in the same manner as here, simply 
meaning " a journey." 

'^ But see Gamb. ed. 

" I read ZriXovva rdv with the same. 

*' The Cambridge critic again proposes furaPoXal S' Maiftovia, 
which he felicitously supports. Musgrave has however partly anticipated 
this emendation. 

^ Dindorf has shown so little care in editing this passage, that I have 
merely recalled the old reading, dkpi ^ loria vp6rovot jc. xp. virkp vrSXov 
Iffir., following the construction proposed by Heath, and approved, as it 
appears, by the Cambridge editor. Seidler's note is learned and instruc- 
tive, but I have some doubts about his criticism. 

" i. e. I wish I might become a bird and fly homewards. 

*• See ed. Camb. 

*7 But see ibid. Dindorf s text is a hopeless display of bad readings 
and worse punctuation. 

** Reading ykwaQ^ 1 have done my best with this passage, but I can 
only refer to the Cambridge editor for a text and notes worthy of the play. 
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lEfUer Thoas.] 

Thoas. Where is the Grecian woman who keeps the gate 
of this temple ? Has she jet hegun the sacrifice of the 
strangers, and are the hodies homing in the flame within the 
pare recesses? 

Cho. Here she is, O king, who will tell thee dearlj alL 

Th. Ah ! Why art thou removing in your arms this image 
of the Goddess from its seat that may not he disturbed, 
daughter of Agamemnon ? 

JpH. O king, rest there thy foot in the portico. 

Th. But what new matter is in the house, Iphigenia ? 

Iph. I avert the ill — ^for holy* do I utter this word. 

Th. What new thing art thou prefacing ? speak clearly. 

Iph. O king, no pure offerings hast thou hunted out 
for me. 

Th. What hath taught you this ? or dost thou speak it as 
matter of opinion ? 

Iph. The image of the Goddess hath again turned away 
from her seat." 

Th. Of its own accord, or did an earthquake turn it ? 

Iph. Of its own accord, and it closed its eyes. 

Th. But what is the cause? is it pollution from the 
strangers ? 

Iph. That very thing, nought else, for they have done 
dreadful things. 

Th. What, did they slay any of the barharians upon the 
shore? 

Iph. They came possessing the stain of domestic murder. 

Th. What ? for I am fallen into a longing to learn this. 

Iph. They put an end to a mother's life by conspiring 
sword. 

Th. Apollo I not even anjiong barbarians would any one 
have dared this. 

Iph. By persecutions they were driven out of all Greece. 

Th. Is it then on their account that thou Ifearest the image 
without ? 

** I have recalled the old reading, Zvta. 

*" On these sort of prodigies, see Musgrave, and Dansq. on Qpintoi 
Calaber, xii. 497 sqq. 
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Ifh. Ay, under the holj skj, that I may remove it from 
blood stains. 

Th. Bat how didst thoa discover the pollution of the 
strangers ? 

Iph. I examined them, when the image of the Goddess 
turned away. 

Th. Greece hath trained thee up wise, in that thou well 
didst perceive this. 

Il»H. And now they have cast out a delightful bait for my 
mind. 

Th. By telling thee any charming news of those at Argos ? 

Il»H. That my only brother Orestes fares well. 

Th. So that, forsooth, thou mightest preserve them because 
of their pleasant news ! 
. Iph. And that my father lives and fares welL 

Th. But thou hast with reason attended to the interest of 
the Goddess. 

Iph. Ay, because hating all Greece that destroyed me. 

Th. What then shall we do, say, concerning the two 
strangers? 

Iph. We needs must respedj the established law. 

Th. Are not the lustral waters and thy sword already en- 
gaged?" 

Iph. First I would fain lave them in pure cleansings. 

Th. In the fountains of waters, or in the clew of the sea ? 

Iph. The sea washes out all the ills of men. 

Th. They would certainly fall in a more holy manner be- 
fore the Goddess. 

fc»H. And my matters would be in a more fitting state." 

Th. Does not the wave dash against the very temple ? 

Iph. There is need of solitude, for we have other things 
to do. 

Th. Lead them whither thou wilt, I crave not to see things 
that may not be told. 

Iph. The image of the Goddess also must be purified 
by me. 

Th. If indeed the stain of the matricide hath fallen on it. 

Iph. For otherwise I should not have removed it from its 
pedestaL 

•* ** in CO, ut " is the force of iv Ipyy. 
** Perhaps a sly allusion to their escape. 
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Th. Just pietj and foresight! How reasonably doth all 
the city marvel at thee ! 

Iph. Knowest thou then what most be done for me ? 

Th. 'Tis thine to explain this. 

Iph. Cast fetters upon the strangers. 

Th. Whither could they escape from thee ? 

Iph. Greece knows nothing faithful. 

Th. Go for the fetters, attendants. 

Iph. Ay, and let thei^ bring the strangers hither. 

Th. This shall be. 

Iph. Having enveloped their heads in robes. 

Th. Against the scorching of the sun ? 

Iph. Jbid send thou with me of thy followers — 

Th. These shall accompany thee. 

Iph. And send some one to signify to the city — 

Th. What hap? 

Iph. That all remain in their homes. 

Th. Lest they encounter homicide? 

Iph. For such things are unclean. 

Th. Go thou, and order this. 

Iph. That no one come into sight. 

Th. Thou carest well for the city. 

Iph. Ay, and more particularly friends must not be present.^ 

Th. This you say in reference to me. 

Iph. But do thou, abiding here before the temple of the 
Goddess — 

Th. Do what? 

Iph. Purify the house with a torch. 

Th. That it may be pure when thou comest back to it ? 

Iph. But when the strangers come out, 

Th. What must I do? 

Iph. Place your garment before your eyes. 

Th. Lest I contract contagion ? 

Iph. But if I seem to tarry very long, 

Th. What limit of this shall I have ? 

Iph. Wonder at nothing. 

Th. Do thou rightly the business of the Goddess at thy 
leisure* 

Iph. And may this purification turn out as I wish ! 

Th. I join in your prayer. 

<* See ed. Camb. 
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Ifh. I now see these strangers coming out of- the house, 
axid the adornments of the Goddess, and the young lambs, in 
order that I may wash out foul slaughter by slaughter, and 
tlie shining light of lamps, and the other things, as many as I 
ordered as purifications for the strangers and the Goddess. 
Silt I proclium to the strangers to get out of the way of this 
pollution, if any gate-keeper of the temples keeps pure hands 
for the Gods, or is about to join in nuptial alliance, or is preg- 
nant, flee, get out of the way, lest this pollution fall on any. 
O thou queen, virgin daughter of Jove and Latona, if I wash 
a'way the blood-pollution from these men, and sacrifice where 
'tis fitting, thou wilt occupy a pure house, and we shall be 
prosperous. But although I do not speak of the rest, I never- 
theless signify my meaning to the Gods who know most 
things,** and to thee, O Goddess. 

Chorus.** Of/ noble birth is the offspring of Latona, whom 
once on a time in the fruitful valleys of Delos, Phoebus with 
his golden locks, skilled on the lyre, (and she who rejoices in 
skill of the bow,) his mother bore while yet an infant** from 
the sea-side rock, leaving the renowned place of her delivery, 
destitute of waters,*' the Parnassian height haunted by Bac- 
chus, where the ruddy-visaged serpent, with spotted back, f 
brazen f beneath the shady laurel with its rich foliage, an 
enormous prodigy of the earth, guarded the subterranean 
oracle. Him thou, O Phoebus, whilst yet an infant, whilst 
yet leaping in thy dear mother's arms, didst slay, and entered 
upon thy divine oracles, and thou sittest on the golden tripod, 
on the throne that is ever true, distributing to mortals pro- 
phecies from the divine adjrts beneath the Castalian streams, 
dwelling hard by, occupying a dwelling in the middle of the 
earth.** But when, having gone against Themis, daughter of 

•♦ But we must re^d roTc re with the Cambridge editor « " who know 
more than men." 

•* I cannot too early impress upon the reader the necessity of a careful 
attention to the criticisms of the Cambridge editor throughout this diffi- 
cult chorus, especially to his masterly sketch of the whole, p. 146, 147. 

^ ^kpiv Iviv is Burges' elegant emendation, the credit of which has 
been unduly claimed by Seidler. 

^ i. e. the place afterwards called Inopus. See Herm., whose construc- 
tion I have followed. 

** On the hfi^oLkoQ see my note on ^sch. Eum. p. 180, ed. Bohn. On 
the Delphic priesthood, compare ibid. p. 1 79. 
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earth, he expelled her from the divine oracles, earth begot 
dark phantoms of dreams, which to many mortals explain what 
first, what afterwards, what in future will happen, during 
their sleep in the couches of the dusky earth.^ But f the 
earth f deprived Phoebus of the honour of prophecies, through 
anger on her daughter's account, and the swiflb-footed king, 
hastening to Olympus, stretched forth his little hand to the 
throne of Jove,^® [beseeching him] to take away the earth 
bom^^ wrath of the Goddess, f and the nightly responses.! 
But he laughed, because his son had come quickly to him, 
wishing to obtain the wealthy office, and he shook his hair, 
and put an end to the nightly dreams,^ and took away nightly 
divination from mortals, and again conferred the honour on 
Loxias, and confidence to mortals from the songs of oracles 
[proclaimed] on this throne, thronged to by many strangers." 

[^Enter A Messenger.] 

Mes. O ye guardians of the temple and presidents of the 
altars, where in this land has king Thoas gone? Do ye, 
opening the well-fastened gates, call the ruler of this land out- 
side the house. 

Cho. But what is it, if I may speak when I am not 
bidden ? 

Mes. The two youths have escaped, and are gone by the 
contrivances of Agamemnon's daughter, endeavouring to fly 
from this land, and taking the sacred image in the bosom of a 
Grecian ship. 

Cho. Thou tellest an incredible story, but the king of this 
country, whom you wish to see, is gone, having quitted the 
temple. 

Mes. Whither ? For he needs must know what has been 
done. 

Cho. We know not. But go thou and pursue him to 
wheresoever, having met with him, thou mayest recount this 
news. 

•' See, however, the Cambridge editor. 

7* Read iq Bpovov with Barnes and Dind., or rather kvl Zijvdc Bp6vov 
with Herm. 

^1 But see Dindorf. 

'* See Dindorfs note, but still better the Cambridge editor. 

" I follow Seiiler. 
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Mes. See, how faithless is the female race I and je are 
partners in what has been done. 

Cho. Art thou mad ? What, have we to do with the flight 
of the strangers ? Will jou not go as quickly as possible to 
the gates of the rulers. 

Mes. Not at least before some distinct informer ^^ tell me 
this, whether the ruler of the land is within or not within. 
Ho there ! Open the fastenings, I speak to those within, and 
tell the master that I am at the gates, bearing a weight of evil 
news. 

Thoas. (coming out.) Who makes this noise near the tem- 
ple of the Groddess, hammering at the door, and sending fear 
within? 

Mes. These women told me falsely, (and tried to drive me 
from the house,) that you were away, while you really were 
in the house. 

Th. Expecting or hunting after what gain ? 

Mes. I will afterwards tell of what concerns them, but hear 
the present, immediate matter. The virgin, she that presided 
over the altars here, Iphigenia, has gone out of the land with 
the strangers, having the sacred image of the Goddess ; but 
the expiations were pretended. 

Th. How sayest thou ? possessed by what breath of ca- 
lamity?" 

Mes. In order to preserve Orestes, for at this thou wilt 
marvel. 

Th. What [Orestes] ? Him, whom the daughter of Tyn- 
darus bore ? 

Mes. Him whom she consecrated to the Goddess at these 
altars. 

Th. Oh marvel I How can I rightly'* call thee by a greater 
name? 

Mes. Do not turn thine attention to this, but listen to me ; 
and having perceived and heard, clearly consider what pur- 
suit will catch the strangers. 

»♦ So cd. Camb. 

'* i. e. what evil inspiration of the Gods impelled her to this act f 
Thoas, who is represented as superstitious to the most barbarian extent, 
natundly regards the infidelity of Iphigenia as proceeding from the inter* 
Tention of heaven. 

f Cf. Monk, on Hippol. 828. 
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Th. Speak, for thou sajest well, for they do not flee by 
the way of the neighbouriDg sea, bo as to be able to escape mj 
fleet. 

Mes. When we came to the sea-shore, where the vessel of 
Orestes was anchored in secret, to as indeed, whom thou didst 
send with her, bearing fetters for the strangers, the daaghter 
of Agamemnon made signs that we should get far out of the 
way, as she was about to offer the secret" flame and expiation, 
for which she had come. But she, holding the fetters of the 
strangers in her hands, followed behind them. And these 
matters were suspicious, but they satisfied your attendants, 
king. But at length, in order forsooth that she might seem 
to us to be doing something, she screamed aloud, and chanted 
barbarian songs like a sorceress, as if washing out the stain of 
murder. But after we had remained sitting a long time, it 
occurred to us whether the strangers set at liberty might not 
slay her, and take to flight. And through fear lest we might 
behold what was not fitting, we sate in silence, but at length 
the same words were in every body's mouth, that we should 
go to where they were, although not permitted. And upon 
this we behold the hull of the Grecian ship, [the rowing 
winged with well-fitted oars,'®] and fifty sailors holding their 
oars in the thowls, and the youths, freed from their fetters, 
standing [on the shore] astern of the ship.''* But some held 
in the prow with their oars, and others from the epotides let 
down the anchor, and others hastily applying the ladders, 
drew the stem-cables through their hands, and giving them 
to the sea, let them down to the strangers.^ But we unsparing 
[of the toil,] when we beheld the crafty stratagem, laid hold 
of the female stranger and of the cables, and tried to drag the 
rudders from the fair-prowed ship from the steerage-place. 
But words ensued: ''On what plea do ye take to the ses, 
stealing from this land the images and priestess ? Whose son 
art thou, who thyself, who art carrying this woman from the 
land?" But he replied, "Orestes, her brother, that you may 

'7 Gf. Ts; 1197. iptjt^iac hi. 

^^ Dindorf and the Cambridge editor follow Hermami, who would 
place this line after vs. 1394. 

'* So Musgrave. ^ 

"^ Seidler has deserved well of this passage, both by his correction rotv 
^kvoiv for rrjv ^kvfiv, and by his learned and clear explanation of th« 
nautical terms. 
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know, the son of Agamemnon, I, having taken this my sister, 
whom I had lost from my house, am hearing her off." But 
nought the less we clung to the female stranger, and com- 
pelled them by force to follow us to thee, upon which arose sad 
smitings of the cheeks. For they had not arms in their hands, 
nor had we; but fists were sounding against fists, and the 
arms of both the youths at once were aimed against our sides 
and to the liver, so that we at once were exhausted ^^ and worn 
out in our limbs. But stamped with horrid marks we fled to 
a precipice, some having bloody wounds on the head, others in 
the eyes, and standing on the heights, we waged a safer war- 
fare, and pelted stoues. But archers, standing on the poop, 
hindered us with their darts, so that we returned back. And 
meanwhile — for a tremendous wave drove the ship against the 
land, and there was alarm [on board] lest she might dip her 
sheet-line^ — Orestes, taking his sister on his left shoulder, 
walked into the sea, and leaping upon the ladder, placed her 
within the well-banked ship, and also the image of the daugh- 
ter of Jove, that fell &om heaven. And from the middle of 
the ship a voice spake thus, " O mariners of the Grecian ship, 
seize^ on your oars, and make white the surge, for we have 
obtained the things on account of which we sailed o'er the 
Euxine within the Symplegades. But they shouting forth a 
pleasant cry, smote the brine. The ship, as long indeed as it 
was within the port, went on ; but, passing the outlet, meet- 
ing with a strong tide, it was driven back. For a terrible 
gale coming suddenly, drives [the bark winged with well-fitted 
oars] poop-wise,^ but they persevered, kicking against the 
wave, but an ebbing tide brought them again aground. But 
the daughter of Agamemnon stood up and prayed, O daughter 
of Latona, bring me, thy priestess, safe into Greece from a bar- 
barian land, and pardon the steaUng away of me. Thou also, 
O Goddess, lovest thy brother, and think thou that I also love 
my kindred." But the sailors shouted a paean in assent to the 
prayers of the girl, applying on a given signal the point of 

*^ Dindorf has adopted Markland's emendation, but I prefer uirr 
i^avawtiv with the Cambridge editor. 

** i. e. capsize. 

** But see ed. Camb. 

** 1 have introduced the line above mentioned, and have likewise 
adopted Hermann's introduction of wdkifiwpvfAvtidbv from Hesychius, in 
lieu of Trdkiv irpvfivii<n\ 
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the shoalders,^ bared from their hands, to the oars. But 
more and more the vessel kept nearing the rocks, and one in- 
deed leapt into the sea with hu feet, and another fastened 
woven nooses." And I was immediatelj sent hither to thee, 
to tell thee, O king, what had happened there. But go, taking 
fetters and halters in your hands, for, unless the wave shall 
become tranquil, there is no hope of safetj for the strangers. 
For the ruler of the sea, the revered Neptune, both favourably 
regards Troy, and is at enmitj with the Pelopidas. And he 
will now, as it seems, deliver up to thee and the citizens the 
son of Agamemnon, to take him into jour hands, and his sis- 
ter, who is detected ungratefully forgetting the Groddess in 
respect to the sacrifice at Aulis.^^ 

Cho. O hapless Iphigenia, with thy brother wilt thon die^ 
again coming into the hands of thy masters. 

Th. O all ye citizens of this barbarian liEmd, will je not, 
casting bridles on your horses, run to the shore, and receive 
the casting on of the Grecian ship ? But hastening, by the fa- 
vour of the Goddess, will ye not hunt down the impious men, 
and some of you haul the swift barks down to the sea, that by 
sea, and by horse-coursings on the land seizing them, we may 
either hurl them down the broken rock, or impale their bodies 
upon stakes. But you women, the accomplices in these plots, I 
^nll punish hereafter, when I have leisure, but now, having 
such a present duty, we will not remain idle. 

[MmEBVA appears.'] 

Mm. Whither, whither sendest thou this troop to follow 
[the fugitives,] king Thoas ? List to the words of me, Minerva. 
Cease pursuing, and stirring on the onset of your host For 
by the destined oracles of Loxias Orestes came hither, fleeing 
the wrath of the Erinnyes, and in order to conduct his sister's 
person to Argos, and to bear the sacred image into my land, 
by way of respite from his present troubles. Thus are onr 
words for thee, but as to him, Orestes, whom you wish to slay, 
having caught him in a tempest at sea, Neptune has already, 

** See ed. Camb. 

** ** llie cbvious intent of these measures was to fasten the vessel to 
some point of the rocks, and thus prevent her being wrecked." Ed. Camb. 

87 *« Our passage is thus to be understood, 4 aKlvKiTcu vpoiovta rd 
pivfinovtvuv Btf ^&ifov" £d. Camb. 


Ci 


•!\ 


y^ 


1445—1480. IPHIGENIA IN TAURIS. 401 

for my sake, rendered the surface of the sea waveless, piloting 
him along in the ship. But do thou, Orestes, learning mj 
commands, (for thou hearest the voice of a Goddess, although 
not present,) go, taking the image and thy sister. And when 
thou art come to heaven-built Athens, there is a certain sacred 
district in the furthest bounds of Atthis, near the Carystian 
rock, which my people calls Aloe — ^liere, having built a .te^p- 
ple, do thou enshrine the image named after the Tauric land 
and thy toils, which thou hast laboured through, wandering over 
Greece, under the goad of the Erinnyes. But mortals here- 
after shall celebrate her as the Tauric Goddess Diana. And 
do thou ordain this law, that, when the people celebrate a 
feast in grateful commemoration of thy release from slaugh- 
ter,^® let them apply the sword to the neck of a man, and let 
blood flow on account of the holy Goddess, that she may have 
honour. But, O Iphigenia, thou must needs be guardian of 
the temple of this Goddess at the hallowed ascent of Brau- 
ron ;®^ where also thou shalt be buried at thy death, and they 
shall offer to you the honour of rich woven vestments, which 
women, dying in childbed, may leave in their houses. But I 
command the« to let these Grecian women depart from the 
land on account of their disinterested disposition,^ I, having 
saved thee also on a former occasion, by determining the equal 
votes in the Field of Mars, Orestes, and that, according to the 
same law, he should conquer, whoever receive equal suffrages. 
But, O son of Agamemnon, do thou remove thy sister from 
this land, nor be thou angered, Thoas. 

Th. Queen Minerva, whosoever, on hearing the words of 
the Gods, is disobedient, thinks not wisely. But I . will not 
be angry with Oresfes, if he has carried away the image of 
the Goddess with him, nor with his sister. For what credit 
is there in contending with the potent Gods ? Let them depart 
to thy land with the image of the Goddess, and let them 

*^ So Hermann rightly explains the sense. I agree with the Cambridge 
editor, that if Euripides had intended to use o<riac substantively, he would 
hardly have joined it with dcaCf ther^y causing an ambiguity. 

*• There is another construction, taking icXi/w. 6eaQ together. On the 
whole introduction of Minerva, see the clever note of the Cambridge 
editor, pp. 158, 159. 

•0 There is evidently a lacuna, as the transition to Orestes is worse than 
abrupt. The mythological allusions in the following lines are well ex- 
plained in the notes of Barnes and Seidler. 
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prosperously enshrine the effigj. But I will also send these 
women to hlest Greece, as thy mandate bids. And I will stop 
the spear which I raised against the strangers, and the oars 
of the ships, as this seems fit to thee, O Goddess. 

Mm. I commend your words, for fate commands both thee 
and the Gods [themselves.] Go, ye breezes, conduct the 
vessel of Agamemnon's son to Athens. And I will journey 
with you, to guard the hallowied image of my sister. 

Cho. Gt) ye, happy because of your preserved fortune. 
But, O Athenian Pallas, hallowed among both immortals 
and mortals, we will do even as thou biddest. For I have 
received a very delightful and Imhoped-for voice in my hear- 
ing. O thou all hallowed Victory, mayest thou possess mj 
life, and cease not to crown it.*^ 

*' On these last Teises see the end of the Orestes, with Dindorfs note. 


THE END. 
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